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SHORE WHALING AT VIEJO COJO (part 2) 
By Beth Dunn 

(Continued from The Legacy 166; Shore Whaling Part 1 ) 

THE WHALES 

In early days, whales hunted were 
sperm, California gray, humpback, 
fin, bowhead, blue (also known as 
sulphur-bottom because of the 
yellow color of its underside), and 
Pacific wright. (Now spelled “right”) 
This name was changed because it 
was the easiest and best whale to 
harvest. It swam slowly close to 
shore, was not afraid of being 
approached by a boat, and its carcass 
floated rather than sinking for 
several days before coming to the 
surface to be towed to shore. It was 
the “right” whale to hunt. A right 
whale was the biggest whale ever 
brought into Cojo. It yielded 800 
pounds of whalebone and 500 
barrels of oil and was 125 feet long, 
20 feet deep and 35 feet wide. In the 
Lompoc Historical Society 
Blacksmith Shop there is a large 
photo of a right whale. 

Ryon Park REUNION 
chicken BBQ Sunday, 
September 6th - $20 
Eat at noon. Pay at the park! 
Take away available. 
Questions-email: 
l ompochistory@gmail.com 

 
On the back it says “March 13, 1885” 
At Lompoc a local company one day 
last week killed a right whale which 
yielded 1,000 pounds of bone and 
100 pounds of oil. It was the only 
whale of that kind ever caught at 
that station.” The company cleared 
$20,000 that year. The waters 
offshore here were considered to be a 
whaler’s paradise. 
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Nearby the photo is a long, heavy 
harpoon. Try picking it up, and 
imagine hurling it? Outside is a huge 
try-pot which the Summers Brothers 
donated to the Society; they said it 
came from the Old Landing (Lompoc 
Wharf at Pt. Purisima) and believe it 
was used at the whaling station in 
the 1870’s-1890’s. This antique is a 
very rare artifact, and the appraiser 
could not find a reference to any 
being sold, but estimated value from 
Antiquefest in Solvang is $2300. 
Upon receipt “it was buffed of its 
years of rust, painted black again and 
mounted on an old iron wagon wheel 
rim. It has also been fitted with a lid 
so that youngsters aren’t tempted to 
climb in and play cannibal!” Now, 
school children, once they get the OK, 
love to cram together inside; some 
are a bit shy! 

Back to the whales. 

Blue whales are considered to be the 
largest animal that has ever been on 
the planet, up to 100 feet long. Beats 

the T-Rex! Also, one of the friendliest 
and can be found “spy hopping” or 
poking its head vertically out of the 
water to look around. Blue and 
sperm whales vie for loudest whale, 
louder than a jet engine at takeoff, 
and can communicate thousands of 
miles underwater. A huge blue whale 
skeleton can be seen outside the 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History. 

Fin whales are considered to be the 
second largest animal on earth as 
well as the fastest, known as “the 
greyhound of the sea”. 

 
 
 

harpoon types 

Tri-pot Rancho San Julian 



Sperm whales are able go deep into 
the ocean, up to two miles or two 
hours. One of the deepest divers, it 
spends most of its life actively 
hunting (unlike the baleens which 
only filter water) for giant squid, 
sharks and skates. In the black 
depths they hunt using echolocation 
clicks. Their brain, weighing around 
17 pounds, is also the largest of any 
animal, up to one third of its length. 
Sperms have a long, slender body 
and an enormous square head which 
has a distinctive blow forward and to 
the left. It’s the only whale to have 
ambergris in its digestive system, 
and only about 5% of the sperm 
whales contain this enormously 
expensive waxy substance. As it 
hardens it develops a fragrant scent 
which is used in perfumes. 

Bowhead whales have a massive, 
triangular shaped skull which can 
break through three-foot-thick ice. 
Although they come from the Arctic, 
there was speculation that there had 
been some harvested at Cojo. Living 
up to 200 years, they’re considered 
the longest-living animal on earth. 

Humpback whales are known for 
their songs, and Judy Collins used 
them in her haunting 1970 song 
“Farewell to Tarwathie” in the 
“Whales and Nightingales” album. 

USES FOR WHALE PRODUCTS 

Each whale has specific things for 
which it is known. All baleen whale 
species have brush like filters, which 
are a cartilaginous epidermal 
modification of the mouth, used to 
filter food from water. Whalers 
incorrectly thought these filters were 
bone. They also called all whale 
bones baleen. Whatever they were 
called, they were used for corset 
stays, buggy whips, and umbrellas. 
They are more like plastic than bone, 
very flexible. Right, bowhead, gray, 
and blue whales are examples of the 
16 species of baleen whales. All 
whales produced oil, but the sperm 
whale produced superior lamp oil, as 
well as ambergris for perfume, and 
its ivory teeth were used for 
scrimshaw carving. 

Lighting has always been important; 
fireplaces with burning logs for 
cooking and heat produced light, but 
corners and other rooms had none. 
Candles could be carried to the dark 
places but they weren’t very bright. 
Then came hand held oil lamps using 
whale oil. Sperm whale oil was 
considered superior for the light it 
produced, but as the sperm whale 
population diminished, other whales 
were harvested, such as humpback 
and gray. Even though oil burned 
with less smoke and brighter light 
than the alternatives, it had a fishy 



smell. Oil was also used for lubricants 
(1854-1900) and soap products. It was 
an ingredient in margarine 
(1950-1970). Remember squeezing 
the reddish blob inside the plastic 
bag to give the margarine a better 
color? Its meat was animal feed 
(1918-1950), and the bones were 
fertilizer. In the late 1800s petroleum 
and kerosene replaced whale oil, and 
this had a profound effect on whaling 

MIGRATION 

Whaling season in California begins 
in October (going south to Mexico) 
and ends when whales return from 
the warm waters in March/April 
(going to northwest waters). Pacific 
right whales prefer shallow water 
and large bays. 

California gray whales migrate 
closest to shore and go a long way, 
9,000 – 12,000 miles. 

Baleen whales (bowhead, right, gray, 
blue) like shallow water. 

Humpbacks feed farther out along 
our coast during spring, summer and 
fall. 

Sperm whales have no notable 
migration route. They dive so deep 
compared to most other whales that 
we still have a lot to learn. 

HISTORY 

Beginning in 1851, early whaling 
methods of long, heavy, hand thrown 
harpoons from shore or boat were 
used. Sperm and Humpback were the 
slowest and most easily caught. 
Change began with the invention of a 
harpoon shoulder gun. Now whalers 
were able to capture the faster and 
non-buoyant whales. In 1852 W.W. 
Greener produced the Greener 
harpoon gun which was mounted to 
the front of the boat where it was 
more efficient and easier to use. 

Shore whaling peaked in the 1870’s. 
These whalers were using steam and 
diesel-powered boats (no longer 
open wooden boats rowed or sailed) 
which allowed them to go much 
farther, 100 miles, and still return in 
a day; whaling cannons replaced 
harpoon guns and dynamite was 
used. Still, hunting subsided in the 
late 1800s as petroleum and kerosene 
(also called coal oil) began to replace 
whale oil and the whales within 
reach had diminished. In 1882 
electricity became gradually 
available on the east coast but did not 
impact the pacific coast until many 
years later. The so-called traditional 
shore whaling ended by 1900. 
Whaling did revive around 1918 with 
the availability of still larger ships 
and guns. The 1920s saw the advent 



of the factory ships which could 
harvest great numbers of whales. 

CONSERVATION 

By the 1960’s-1970’s popular opinion 
had changed for the whales, and 
killing (harvesting) whales was the 
cause of numerous protests. The 
years of California shore whaling 
began in the 1850s and ended 
officially in 1971 when the last station 
in California (San Francisco Bay) 
closed. That same year the U.S. 
outlawed whaling with some 
exceptions: Norway, Iceland, Japan, 
and some indigenous peoples. 
“Despite the ban on commercial 
whaling, the members of the IWC 
(International Whaling Commission, 
established 1946), recognize the 
rights of certain aboriginal peoples 
nutritional and cultural needs.” 

In the period from 1906-17 Point 
Conception Lighthouse children still 
played in the deserted whaling camp, 
wrote one of the last lighthouse 
keepers. 

 

 
Holiday Decor dates 
Friday, November 27; Saturdays 
November 28; December 5,12, 
10am to 1pm. Donations requested 

Karen’s 
Kornor 
Opportunity to 
help with 
maintaining the 
beauty of the 
historic landmark 
Spanne House and 
to preserve something of pride in the 
Lompoc Valley. Please consider 
volunteering a few hours a month for 
this iconic building. Set your own 
schedule to work when and as much 
as you can. 

 
Maintenance Person Volunteer 

needed for minor touch-up painting 
and small repairs to The Spanne 
House. Will also help with securing 
bids for other projects. Carpentry 
skills and your own tools 
appreciated. 

 
Contact Jason Nasato 
1 (805) 637-0543 
jrnasato@yahoo.com 

 
Now at the 

back of the 

house by 

the pump. 

Flowers by 

Jason. 

mailto:jrnasato@yahoo.com


Artesia School's first teacher 
by Amy Wilson 

 

 

Emma Robinson was born in Yorkshire, 
England in 1854 to Thomas and Sarah 
Robinson. At a young age she left 
England for America with her family. 
They first settled in Pennsylvania and 
then Illinois. In September of 1869, her 
father made the journey to Healsburg, 
California in Sonoma County. 
The family followed in 1872, moving to 
Petaluma. Emma studied to become a 
teacher in Santa Rosa, and accepted her 
first teaching position at Duncan’s Mill 
in Sonoma County. 
In 1874, the family’s story moves to 
Lompoc, where Thomas Robinson had 
purchased land on the Santa Ynez River 
east of the city. Emma followed in 1877 
when she agreed to be the first teacher 
at the first country school in Lompoc. 
Artesia School was located at the 

intersection of Central Avenue and 
Artesia Avenue. Emma taught at Artesia 
for 2 ½ years, and then at Ample School, 
located on Floradale Avenue, for another 
2 ½ years. 
In 1882, Miss Robinson made the 
decision to return to Petaluma where she 
taught for 14 years. By 1896 Thomas and 
Sarah Robinson were elderly and 
required care, so Emma resigned from 
her position and returned to Lompoc. 
She cared for her parents for the next 9 
years until they passed away in 1905 
within 3 days of each other. Thomas and 
Sarah were buried in the Lompoc 
Evergreen Cemetery on the same day. 
Over the next 18 years, Emma Robinson 
became an active member of the 
Lompoc Community. 
She owned property on South H Street 
and donated the land in the 200 block of 
South H St. to build the Christian Science 
Church, now Stone Pine Hall. She also 
sold a plot of land at 200 South H Street 
to the city to construct the new library, 
made possible by a grant from Andrew 
Carnegie. 
In 1923 Emma returned to Petaluma to 
live. 
On June 6, 1942, Emma Robinson passed 
away at the age of 89 at the Cherry Hill 
Sanitarium where she had resided for 
two years. She is buried at Cypress HIll 
Memorial Park in Petaluma. 

 
 

You can visit Artesia School 
on the 4th Saturday of the 
month. 2-4pm 



 
2026 Flower Festival Queen 

 
 

Candidates: Alexyis Jones, 
Ke’Yarah Martinez, Haley Munoz, 
Nichole Urtusuastegui, Lorena 
Febo. Photos taken by Maria Vega 

 
 
 

May, June & July 2026 

New Memberships: 

Joann Johnson 

Debby & Clinton Murray 

Kim Rivera 

Cynthia Carbone 

John Anderson 

Gilbert & Vicki Anderson 

Membership Total: 350 

Upgraded Membership: 

Beth Dunn - now LIFE member 

Deceased Members: 

Kristy McCabe (Life) 

Gloria Gale Fuller (Life) 

Steve Greco (life) 

Eleanor Bailey Moore (Life) 

Memorials Received: 

Lyla & Larry Mendez 

 
From your Treasurer: 
I'll be mailing out Membership 
Renewals in August for those 
members on an annual payment 
basis. They will be due Sept. 1, 2026 
for the next fiscal year. Thanks in 
advance for your prompt response. 



 

 
Executive Board 

 
Ken Ostini - President 
Ardeame Machado Eckert - 1st Vice 
President 
Dr Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President 
Linda Warren -Secrerary 
Lynn Rommine - Corresponding 
Secretary 

 
Directors 
Dan Dutra, Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher, 
Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler 
Manfrina, 
Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Alvin Cabral, 
Beth Dunn, Jason Nasato and Ralph Leck 

 
Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne 
Newsletter Editor is Julie Ann 
McLaughlin 

Up Coming Events 
 

Sep 5 Open House 
Sep 6 Ryon Park BBQ Noon 
Sep 26 Open House 
Oct 24 Open House 
Nov 27 & 28 Holiday Decor 
Open House 
Dec 5 & 12 Holiday Decor 
Open House 
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