
No. 166 Summer 2026 
 

The Legacy 
L o m p o c  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  Q u a r t e r l y  N e w s l e t t er 

 

SHORE WHALING AT VIEJO COJO (part 1) 
By Beth Dunn 

“WHALE HO!” or 
“THAR SHE 
BLOWS!” could be 
heard in the mid 
1800’s from the 
alert spotter on the 
cliff above Cojo Bay. 
Yes, whalers really 
did say that, it’s not 
just in books and 
movies. This little 
cove was often called by different names. 
Most popular seems to be Cojo Viejo, 
coming from the Spanish who named it 
for a nearby village chief who had one 
lame leg (old lame one). Its location was 
a few miles east of the Point Conception 

^ Whale near Pt. Conception with Frank 
Anderson who started the whaling village in the 
1880’s 

Lighthouse, which was built in 1856. 
Tales were told of years when the whales 
were so thick the whalers could hurl 
harpoons from shore or cliff. 

 
 

  



The following was taken from a 1960’s 
interview with J. James Hollister “The 
lookout on the sea cliffs would spot a 
whale surfacing to blow, then submerge, 
then come up to blow further on. The 
lookout was an expert at plotting where 
the big fellow would come up next. He 
would signal the crew, waiting out in the 
channel in a rowboat, and they would 
hurry to the spot where the lookout 
predicted the whale would next appear. 
Sometimes I’ve seen the whale almost 
surface under the boat, so expert were 
the lookouts. 

The harpooner in front of the boat 
would plunge his big barbed spear into 
the whale at close range. It would 
submerge and take off for the open 
ocean, towing the boat at such a clip the 
sheets of spray almost hid it from view. 
The boat carried about 5,000 feet of 
harpoon line, which they kept paying 
out. When the whale came up for air, 
they’d reel in the slack. Then off they’d 
go again lickety- split. Finally, the whale 
would be tired out so they would row in 
real close and fire a harpoon with an 
explosive charge. This would kill the 
whale. Heavy seas and boat turmoil 
presumed the possibility of drowning or 
injury. The carcass would sink like a 
rock, so they would attach a buoy to the 
harpoon line to mark the spot. In a day 
or so the carcass would float. They 
would tow it to the Cojo Landing beach 
at high tide and with block and tackle, 
roll it over and over until it was almost 
on dry ground.” 

California shore whaling began about 
1851 in Monterey, and the first whaling 
company started there in 1854. By 1879 
there were at least 27 stations along the 
California coast. Cojo Viejo, as it became 
called, was the closest shore camp to 
Lompoc. Established there in 1879 by 
Captain Frank Anderson ( Portuguese 
name Anasio) was the Pigeon Point 
Whaling Company; that was the name of 
his previous location so he must have 
changed the name soon after arriving 
here. By 1880 the Cojo Whaling Company 
of 15 men (eventually numbering 40) 
owned business assets, shared profits, 
and managed company affairs. All 
management members were 
Portuguese, and Anderson was hired 
(though not in management).  Most of 
the California whale men were 
Portuguese from the Azores. Federal 
census takers separately interviewed 
whalers on 25 June 1880 (Federal Census 
Santa Barbara County 1880) and listed 16 
men who were whalers from the Azores. 
Providing support for the station, was a 
nearby, thriving Chinese fishing village 
butting up against the western bluff of 
the bay landing. Company housing was 
atop this bluff. There was a house for 
Captain Anderson and his wife, Leonor. 
A larger building housed whalers as well 
as equipment. Two Chinese cooks lived 
in a third house, and in return for 
cooking received sinew which was sold 
to San Francisco merchants. Rent on the 
property was $1/year. 



 

 

^ Map of Pt. Conception and Goverment Point 
area 

EQUIPMENT 

By 1880 the company owned four New 
Bedford-made whaleboats, two of which 
were kept in reserve in a pond. Each boat 
(when in use) had a bow-mounted 
Greener harpoon gun which was 
developed by Englishman William 
Greener in 1837 but made by George W. 
Proctor (a Cambria blacksmith), a 
shoulder-supported bomb lance (also 
invented by Greener), lances made in 
Norway (25/box), and a Greener gun 
bomb made in Norway but invented by 
Captain Anderson. Two other main 
whaling implements were chisels and 
machetes, to peel off blubber, and small 
carts to carry blubber to the line of 
try-pots (try-works). 

The crew’s open wooden boats were 
26-30 feet long and would carry three or 
four rowers per side plus their 
equipment. The men needed to be 
experts in launching boats from the 
shore to avoid capsizing in the surf. 
Wind conditions might allow a boat to 
use a small sail to help the rowers 
approach the whale. 

HOW THEY DID IT 

Once the whale was on shore, they’d 
slice the blubber from head to tail 
(flense) and cut it into smaller pieces to 
fit into the huge metal pots, which were 
heated over a fire. Often 25 or 30 could 
be seen lined up on the beach at the foot 
of the west cliffs at Cojo Landing. They 
could contain as much as100 gallons of 
whale meat. The rendered meat turned 
into oil which floated to the top of the 
try-pot. Then it was stored in wooden 
barrels to be transported to the market. 

After the meat, oil, and useable bones 
were removed, the leftovers remained on 
shore to rot, attracting scavengers and 
producing a foul smell which often 
reached miles away while putting a coat 
of smelly “stuff” over everything at the 
camp. It was a messy business with 
long hours, uncertain weather. The oil 
was then sold at market and usually the 
workers would get a percentage of the 
profits instead of a salary, called “on lay”. 

15 whales were harvested the first 
season. 

Between 1879 and 1893 there were three 
whaling companies operating 
successively. 

#1 Cojo Whaling Company (Captain 
Frank Anderson) 1879-85 

#2 had the same company name 
(unknown captain) 1885-88 

#3 also had the same company name ( 
Captain Joseph Perry) 1889-93 



According to an old timer who was 
interviewed in 1932 (the late Emmet 
O’Neill), Captain Anderson and his crew 
eventually went to the more fertile 
Greenland waters to continue their 
whaling operation around 1895. 

THE BUSINESS 

There were generally three ways to get 
into the whaling business: 

1. one owner (all the expenses and 
profits) 

2.  partnerships (each would share 
expenses and profits) 

3.  workers did not get a regular 
salary, they would instead share a 
percentage of the profits “on-lay” 

SHORE VS DEEP-SEA SHIPS 

There were two ways to hunt whales, 
from the shore in relatively small open 
boats and in large deep-sea whaling 
ships which left from harbors, often 
gone for years at a time. The pros and 
cons of the two types of whaling decided 
which way to make a living. The startup 
money needed for California shore 
whaling villages was about $7,000 in 
1880  compared  with  $30,000-$60,000 
for deep- sea whaling boats. 

Shore whaling cost less than deep-sea 
whaling ships because they used smaller 
boats, fewer men and less equipment. In 
1855 Cojo Bay Station harvested one 
Gray whale which produced 25-45 
barrels of oil which sold for $27-$40 per 
barrel. Profits were based on the cost and 
number of barrels. One season produced 

450 barrels, and the shared profits meant 
a good year. 

Whole families lived in whaling villages 
and each member helped by supporting 
the work however they could. The men 
would have their food, housekeeping 
chores, and companionship provided by 
their wives and children. Home every 
night. Shore camps hunted whales as 
they migrated past, so it was seasonal. 
This break in whaling allowed the men 
to take on safer jobs such as general 
labor, fishing, agriculture. 

From 1850-1900 (50 years) California 
shore whaling stations harvested over 
5,000 whales. By 1956 -1969 (13 years) 
over 3,400 whales were harvested. All 
California shore stations averaged about 
20 whales per season. Some of the 
stations were sending the meat to 
northern California, Moss Landing and 
Richmond, to be processed into animal 
feed. 

 
 



 

Deep sea whalers usually 
made more money. Instead of 
waiting for the migration to 
pass by, they could go to the 
whales. But as the whale 
population declined and the 
ships had to go farther out, all 
costs continued to increase. 
The whalers had no family for 
company, or to feed, cloth or 
clean up after them. 

A lonely time. The men on 
the large ships would have 
heavy labor and long days for 
years; sometimes these ships 
would never return or be 
heard of again. Uncertain life 
for the families at home. By 
1920 behemoth whaling-ship 
factories came into being. 
Complete processing of the 
animals was done onboard, 
never returning to port until 
full. Today these are still used 
to hunt whales. 

 

(Shore Whaling Part 2 continued in 
The Legacy167) 



Karen’s Kornor 
BBQ & Steak Dinner — 
June 14 Join us for a 
delicious BBQ steak 
dinner on June 14 for 
only $20! Advance 
RSVP and payment are 
required. 
As always, the 
Historical Society 
volunteers have been 
very busy. The garden is looking 
beautiful, and the 1875 home has been 
decorated with wedding dresses 
. Be sure to check our open house 
schedule. Recently, third-grade classes 
from Clarence Ruth and Buena Vista 
toured the museum. A team from the 
UCSB Special Collections Department 
was very impressed with our buildings 
and reference room 
. Sherrie Chavez and Karen Paaske also 
created a display of Lompoc High School 
memorabilia for the Lompoc High 
School Library. 
Our docents enjoyed several educational 
field trips, including: 
• Chumash art at Honda Ridge 
• The “Boathouse” at the Coast Guard 
rescue station 
• The Space Museum at Marshallia 
Ranch (now open to the public 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; check the website 
for details) 
• Rancho San Julian 
• Point Conception Lighthouse 

We also received many generous 
donations, including a Bissenger photo 
album from the 1910s. One of our 
dedicated board members, Larry 
Huyck, continues to do an outstanding 
job managing and updating our 
website with new content and 
historical materials. Finally, we are 
looking for three additional volunteers 
to help maintain the rose garden. 
With smiles, 
Karen Paaske 

Feb, Mar & Apr 2026 

New Memberships: 

Stacy Lawson 

Adam Warnstrom 

Elizabeth Courtney 

Kathy Edwards 

Marcia Lansdon 

Michelle Fredrich 

Kaitlyn Chui 

Membership Total: 343 

Upgraded Membership: 

Beth Dunn - now LIFE member 

Deceased Members: 

Edwin Sperber 4/4/26 

Memorials Received: 

Robert Carpenter 

Lyla Mendez 
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on Sunday, June 14th, 2026 
serving at Noon 
at the Spanne House 
$, 2Q per person 
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Executive Board 
 

Ken Ostini - President 
Ardeame Machado Eckert - 1st Vice 
President 
Dr Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President 
Linda Warren -Secrerary 
Lynn Romine - Corresponding Secretary 

 
Directors 
Dan Dutra, Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher, 
Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, 
Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Alvin Cabral, 
Beth Dunn, Jason Nasato and Ralph Leck 

 
Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne 
Newsletter Editor is Julie Ann McLaughlin 

 
Up Coming Events 

June 14 BBQ 
June 27 Open House 
July 25 Open House 
Sep 5 Open House 
Sep 6 Ryon Park BBQ 
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