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Quilting was well established in the United 

States as a practical art by the time of the 

first land sales in the Lompoc Valley in 

1874.  The women of Lompoc have been 

making quilts from that time up to the 

present day. 

The first mention of quilting in the valley is 

in a list of entries into the Horticultural Fair 

in Santa Barbara in 1880.  An article 

mentions entries such as mammoth onions 

and squash, and a “fine fancy quilt made by 

a Lompoc lady.” A subsequent article names 

the quilter as Mrs. Phil. Tucker and 

describes the quilt as wool and silk 

embroidery.  

Many community and church groups 

worked on quilts at their meetings, 

including the Ladies Aid and the ladies of 

the Presbyterian Church.  Presumably these 

quilts were given to charities.   

An interesting article in the Lompoc Record 

in 1916 has a quilt related connection to 

Lompoc.   Mrs. Sarah Saunders of Lompoc 

was the sister of Anne Rutledge, a woman 

believed to be the first love of Abraham 

Lincoln.  She recalled that as a young girl 

Abraham Lincoln would visit their 

home.  He impressed her as “a noble-

hearted man, exceptionally kindly and 

gentle, and with highest ideals.”  In the 

same article she reports that the family 

owned several mementos from Lincoln, 

including a quilt made from his clothing.  

In 1930 at the Lompoc Valley Fair, a quilt 

made by Mrs. Roy Thomas was a notable 

exhibit.  Called a “Friendship Quilt,” it was 

made of more than 950 pieces of cloth 

donated by Lompoc pioneers.  The cloth 

came from their clothing that had been 

worn at least 45 years prior. 

Quilting in the Valley           
by Amy Wilson 

Crazy quilt made by Jemima Luckock Harris in 

Suffolk, England.  Brought to America in 1883 by her 

daughter, Mrs. James Read.  Donated by Irene 

Huseman 
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In 1935, the Methodist Women’s Aid hosted 

an “Old-Fashioned Patchwork Quilt 

Pageant” at Foresters Hall.  Community 

members were encouraged to enter quilts for 

the pageant.  The program was a musical 

playlet in which Mrs. Carl Willoby played a 

grandmother displaying her prized quilts to 

her granddaughters, played by Joan 

Johnson and Helen Reed. In all, there were 

44 quilts exhibited.  A 103 year old quilt 

owned by Mr. and Mrs. James M. Smith won 

the prize for the oldest quilt in the 

pageant.  The award for the prettiest quilt 

went to Mrs. McConnell for a quilt made for 

Mildred Fabing in the Sunshine and 

Shadows pattern. 

Also in 1935, a family history quilt made in 

1887 by Mrs. Henderson, mother of W.A. 

Henderson, was displayed at Moore’s 

Department Store.  Mr. Henderson was 

stationed at the Point Arguello lighthouse for 

several years.  The quilt was comprised of 12 

inch squares, each using 24-36 pieces of 

fabric to make the design with no two pieces 

of the same fabric.  The squares depicted 

different places and items of importance to 

the family when they lived in Maine.  One 

square showed a white, New England type 

home.   Other squares depicted a violin, a 

plow, farm animals and pets, militia badges 

and lodge ribbons. 

Quilters Etc Founded 

In 1981, Lompoc’s first official quilt guild 

was formed by a group of like minded 

quilters.  The guild is still going strong 

today.  For the past 44 years, the guild has 

met monthly to discuss quilting and see 

demonstrations.  They hold workshops for 

members, and have contributed hundreds of 

quilts to charitable organizations in our 

community.  Lompoc residents have enjoyed 

the many quilt shows held by Quilters Etc. 

over the years in locations such as the 

Anderson Recreation Center and the 

Veterans’ Memorial Building.  In May of 

1986, Moore’s Department Store held a quilt 

show and displayed 17 quilts made between 

1873 and 1986.  Guild members were 

present at the display every day to answer 

the public’s questions and demonstrate 

quilting techniques. 

AIDS Memorial Quilt 

In 2001, AIDS Project Central Coast and the 

Pacific Pride Foundation arranged for the 

Grandmother’s Flower Garden quilt made by Verda 

Davis Caldwell in the early 1900’s. Donated by the 

Caldwell family in October 2025.  
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display of panels from the AIDS Memorial 

Quilt in the Lompoc City Council Chambers 

of City Hall.  The AIDS quilt, also known as 

the Names Project, was started in the mid 

1980’s to commemorate those who lost their 

lives to the disease so that their names 

would not be forgotten.  Family members 

and friends create 3 foot by 6 foot panels to 

be compiled into the larger quilt.  Sections 

of the quilt are loaned out for display.  The 

quilt now has 50,000 panels, weighs 54 

tons and commemorates 100,000 

individuals who have died from AIDS, with 

at least one Lompoc Valley resident 

included on a panel. It is currently housed 

in San Francisco. 

For more information on the AIDS Memorial 

Quilt, please visit www.aidsmemorial.org 

Frances Domingos 

There is not enough room in this newsletter 

to talk about all of the prolific quilters from 

the Lompoc Valley, so I will share just 

one….Frances Domingos.  Born in 1897 in 

the Azore Islands, Frances moved to Lompoc 

in 1917 to farm with her husband, 

Manuel.  Frances became an avid quilter 

and was taught by her mother.  She made 

many, many quilts for her family. Her first 

quilts were pieced but she soon gravitated 

towards hand applique, and her quilts were 

always hand quilted on the quilting frame 

set up in her quilting room.  Each year she 

made a quilt to be raffled off by Mission 

Santa Ines.  She frequently entered quilts in 

the Santa Barbara County Fair where she 

often won ribbons for her work.   In 1981, 

she won first prize in a contest sponsored 

by the Peter Marinoff Insurance Company 

and Fairfield Processing Company at a 

Grange convention in Visalia.  In 1986 she 

was the honored guest at a Quilters Etc. 

meeting where she shared some of her prize 

winning quilts as well as her knowledge and 

expertise with the group.  At the time of her 

passing in 1989, she had 31 grandchildren, 

34 great grandchildren and 3 great great 

Signature quilt made by the Ladies of the American 

Legion in Lompoc, 1935.  Quilt was raffled off and 

won by Mrs. Spanne. 

http://www.aidsmemorial.org/
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 grandchildren.  Many of her grandchildren 

and great grandchildren still live in Lompoc 

and were inspired by her to take up 

different handcrafts.  Her granddaughter, 

Kathi Costa Downey, is a member of 

Quilters Etc., the same guild to which 

Frances belonged. 

Lompoc Valley Historical Society Quilt 

Collection 

Many of you may not be aware that the 

Historical Society has a collection of over 50 

quilts donated by families over time.  Some 

of them have no identifying information so it 

is difficult to tell when and by whom they 

were made, but there are some well labeled 

and documented.  There are a few examples 

of quilts made by residents of Lompoc.  A 

beautiful example is a signature quilt made 

by the Ladies of the American Legion in 

1935 as a fundraiser and won by Mrs. L.N. 

Spanne.  Each square has the embroidered 

name of a member, and there are many 

names familiar to Lompoc such as Ruffner, 

Meals, Huyck, Proud, and Moore to name a 

few.   

Another quilt in the collection is one made 

by Quilters Etc. from blocks entered into a 

contest sponsored by Moore’s Department 

Store in 1986.  The theme of the contest 

was “Early Heritage of the Valley.”  Local 

quilters entered quilt blocks depicting local 

icons including Artesia School and the 

classic Lompoc Bean bag. 

The most recent quilt donated to the 

Historical Society comes from the Caldwell 

family.   

Made by Verda Davis Caldwell and her 

mother, Laura Davis, the quilt is a 

Grandmother’s Flower Garden 

pattern.  Verda was the daughter of James 

Davis who moved to Lompoc in 1889.  She 

later married Horace Newton Caldwell, who 

was the principal of Lompoc High School.  

The next time you are in the Fabing-McCay-

Spanne House, be on the lookout for pieces 

of our quilt collection displayed throughout 

the house!  Quilt block depicting Artesia School made by 

Frances Domingos in 1986 as part of a contest 

sponsored by Moore’s Department Store. 

Silk tie quilt made for Chris Madison @1900’s by 

his landlady in San Francisco welcoming him to 

America. Donated by his daughter, Ann Darmody  



 

Lompoc's Thimble Club  

The first meeting of the Thimble Club took place in 

February 1926 at the home of Eva Schuyler, with 

Mary Saunders assisting. The photograph associated 

with the group was taken at the home of Mary Di-

mock, offering a glimpse into the domestic settings 

where many women’s civic activities of the era quietly 

unfolded. The Thimble Club functioned as an auxilia-

ry of the Women of Woodcraft, a prominent fraternal 

organization in Lompoc and throughout the western 

United States. The Women of Woodcraft—later re-

named the Neighbors of Woodcraft in 1917—was part 

of a larger movement of mutual-aid societies that 

flourished from the late 19th century into the early 

20th. These groups provided not only life insurance 

and financial protection but also a sense of commu-

nity and empowerment at a time when women’s pub-

lic roles were expanding but still constrained. Far 

more than an insurance provider, the Women of 

Woodcraft became a civic force. Its members brought 

speakers to town on timely social and political issues, 

and they lent their support to major reform efforts, 

including the woman suffrage movement of 1912. By 

the 1920s the organization had grown dramatically; 

by about 1929 it claimed roughly 85,000 members, 

earning recognition as “the second-largest fraternal 

insurance society in America.” Its commitment to 

mutual aid extended to operating a “Woodcraft Home” 

for elderly or disabled members—an early example of 

the social welfare ethos these societies embraced. The 

home was first established in Riverside, California, 

and later moved to Hood River, Oregon. In Lompoc, 

the organization was represented by Purissima Circle 

No. 519, which met faithfully on the second Friday of 

each month. For women of the community, groups 

like the Thimble Club and the Women of Woodcraft 

offered not only fellowship and practical assistance 

but also an avenue for civic engagement—helping 

shape the social and cultural life of Lompoc during a 

period of significant change.  
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Back: Mary Morehart, Irene Ray, Mary Dimock, 

Florence Nicoles, Mary Saunders, Karen Spanne. 

Front: Iva Elexon, Harriet Morehart, _____, Minnie 

Inglis. 



 

Karen’s Kornor 

Board members Steve 

Junak and Karen 

Paaske recently joined 

the Guadalupe, Santa 

Maria, and Santa Ynez 

historical societies for 

a lively November 

gathering, where they 

exchanged ideas on everything from 

boosting membership to digitizing 

collections and recruiting volunteers. It was 

inspiring to connect with so many Central 

Coast neighbors who share a passion for 

preserving our local history.  

We also bid a heartfelt farewell to Jesse 

Jones, who has served on our board for 

more than 13 years and has been our 

resident “fix-anything” handyman. Now 

relocated to North Carolina, Jesse faithfully 

kept watch over our historic house every 

evening and devoted countless hours to 

maintaining our buildings and grounds. His 

dedication will be deeply missed, and we 

extend our sincere gratitude for all he has 

given to us. 

And as always—we could use a few extra 

hands! 

1.Rose pruning help (especially in January!)  

2.General garden assistance        

3.Volunteers for light handyman projects 

 4.Repairs needed for the front porch 

flooring 

If you can lend your time or talents, please 

contact lompochistory@gmail.com or call 

Karen at 736-2805. 

 

Hope to do a couple of tours in April. 

Historical Society members always have 

preference! One will be the Pt. Conception 

lighthouse with Josh Smallwood of VSFB 

and perhaps a tour to Rancho San Julian.  
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by Karen Paaske 

 Aug, Sept & Oct 2025 

Memorials & Membership 

Welcome New Members 

Ralph Leck & Ann Rider                              

Sarah Leck                                                 

Chris Pauley (Life)                                       

John McReynolds                                        

Mary Padilla                                             

Angela Wilson & Karen Lyons                

Elizabeth Sinclair                                      

James Turri, Jr.  

Upgraded to LIFE Member  

Sandra Sanders 

Memorials 

 Mary Jane Wilder 

Total Number of Members: 363 

Members recently passed away 

Frank Signorelli                                       

William 'Tony' Waters                                   

Jean Lewis Jacoby 

Special Thanks to those that recently         

made monetary contributions 

Ron Hooker                                                   

Jim Valentine                                             

Chris Pauley                                           

Kathleen Hatchell                                             

(in memory of her Mother Beverly Preece) 
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FOR SALE                                                                      

The Lompoc Historical Society has a selection of 

publications, books, pamphlets and various 

historical items for sale in the Reference Room 

at the Fabing-McKay-Spanne House                                        

207 No L St  

If you wish to receive the newsletter 

by email instead of a printed copy 

via traditional mail, send an email 

to:lompochistory@gmail.com        

Maude Yvonne Galli was born in1922 in 

Garrison, Utah.. On December 11, 1943, 

she enlisted in the United States Army, 

in the Women’s Army Corps, working in 

the Pentagon after completing training. 

Her experience serving her country was 

something she treasured and the friend-

ships she cultivated as a WAC lasted her 

entire life  

Her uniform, hat, sleeve patch showing her 
service in the Washington, D.C. area. 

Photo of Maude Galli. 

This is a recent donation by Sarah Bleyl, 
Director of The Lompoc library. This is her 
grandmother‘s WAC uniform from WWII.     
It is first woman’s uniform in our collection. 

mailto:lompochistory@gmail.com


 

Lompoc Valley 

Historical Society  

P .O. Box 88 

Lompoc CA 93438 

Up and Coming Events. . .  

Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                            

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      , 

Dan Dutra, Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher, 

Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, 

Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Julie Moore, Ed 

Brooks, Susan Warnstrom, Alvin Cabral and 

Beth Dunn 

  

Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne   

Newsletter Editor is Julie Ann McLaughlin 

 

• Jan No 4th Saturday Open House  

• Feb 28 Open House 10am to 1pm 

• Mar 28  Open House 10am to 1pm 

• Apr 25  Open House 10am to 1pm 

• May 23  Open House 10am to 1pm 

 

Reference Room Open Mondays & Thursdays 

9am to 11am 

 

Group Tours please contact 

lompochistory@gmail.com 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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Lompoc, CA 93436 

 

Please send in your 
change of address.   

We are charged $1.69 for 
each Legacy returned to us. 

Wishing You and 

Yours the 

Happiest of 

Holidays 


