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September Meeting

The seventh annual meeting of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society and the Lompoc
Pioneer Society, held on September 3, was the last meeting of our 1970-71 year,

Cne hundred eighty six members enjoyed the beef barbecue dinner. A good representa-
tion of former Miguelito pupils and seven teachers were among those who viewed the
audio-visual program on Miguelito School District by President Earl Calvert. The
Lompoc High School class of 1921 was represented by Ernest Carter and Peter Skaarup,
who, during their part of the program, revealed that their class made school history by
instigating the first ditch day.

Membership

Notices for membership renewals have been mailed this week to 21l dues paying members,
We would appreciate an early response to complete membership records, eliminating

the need for future reminders. Monies from this source are placed in our general fund
for carrying on the busines of our society, For the year just ended, the amount derived
from membership, renewals and new, was $1,875,00, a substantial and important part

of our income.

During recent months we have welcomed 18 new members. Those living out of town
are: Mrs. Harvey B, Wright, Chula Vista: Mirs. Blanche Mukherjee and two children,
Santa Barbara; Mr., Max Van Clief, San Leandro; Mr, and Mrs. Herbert A, Harris,
Glendale. Local members are Mrs. Lora Bremerman, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Canfield,
Mz, and Mrs. Max Van Ausdal, Mrs. James L. Starbuck, Mrs, Forrest Barefoot and
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Duffield.

Eonorary Memberships- 1970-71

Selected for honorary memberships in recognition of many years of service to the
Lompoc Valley were Mrs, Julia E, BHarris, Mrs. Willie Downing Bensman and
Mr. Maurice Balaam,

Mrs, Harris came to Lompoc in 1894 with her parents Charles and Ann Corning. Her
father was a Baptist minister. The mother »f six daughter and one son, Mrs. Harris has
always been active in civic and church circles and is one of Lompoc's most admired
~itizens,

Mrs. Bensman, who lives in Sherman Oaks, Calif. is the oldest living graduate of the
Lompoc High School class of 1896. She taught in the local schools after graduating,
married and left Lompoc in 1918. Her interest in Lompoc has continued through the
years and she has contributed much information to the Lompoc Valley Historical Society,



Maurice Balaam was born in Lompoc in 1893, son of Arthur G. and Effie Bradley
Balaam. Mr. Balaam has served Lompoc as a lawyer, teacher and musician. He has
a family of six children.

IN MEMCORIUM

Charley H.Kendall, charter member, and a former member of our board of directors,
passed away on July 19. He had lived in Lompoc for 39 years, his last home being
on Camp Cooke Road,

Charles A. Davis, honorary member since 1966 died on July 15. He came to Lompoc
in 1893 and was well known throughout California as a walnut grower. Through the
years, he was associated with the planting of many trees in the Lompoc Valley, and
the walnut trees growing at the Spanne home were purchased from him by Mr. Spanne.
Ee was deeply interested in the restoration of this home.

MEM CRIALS

Memorials for the 1970-71 year totaled $401.50. During recent months memorial
gifts have been received for Mr. Fred Bishop, Mr. Fred Beuterbaugh, Mrs. Edna
Bendasher, Mr. Avery Watkins, Mrs. Ethel Houk. Mr. Ralph Streeter, Mr. Jan
La Fourcade, Dr. Leo Mollath, Mr. Ray Stalker, Mr. Fred Benhart, Mr. Charley
Kendall, Mrs. Charles Davis, Mr. Wesley Keys, Mrs. Grace Dominy, Mrs.Jessie
Richardson, Mr., Lee Andrew Mackinzie, Mrs. Minnie Huyck Mackinzie, and Mr.
Jerry Laubly.

GIFTS

We are grateful for those members and friends who are helping us by donations of
artifacts suitable for use in the Fabing-McKay Spanne home or in displays in the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society Gallery at the Lompoc Museum. Donors are listed
here but lack of space does not permit a complete list of gifts in some cases. Mrs.
Veda Ferkins has given jars and carpenter tools; ""History of Lompoc Valley' by
Marguerite Dart; Martha H, Carlson, Hanson-Carlson family biography; Mr. John
Begg, buttermold lantern, old tools; Walier Spanne, Chalk Rock Building picture;
Ruth Andersen, silk handkerchief; Stanley de Lira, two calendars, 1902 and '03, Mr.
Robert Chilson, maps and tax records; Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Davis, Coleman iron,
pictures; Mrs, Harold Lantis, one Domestic sewing machine; Mrs. Linda Adam,
branding iron, Hardenbrook geneology,books, linens; Arthur Hapgood family, Lompoc
Eigh School annuals, books, Presbyterian Sunday School records, assorted Boy
Scout, Junior High and Lompoc High School memorabilia; Mr. and Mrs. Pete Grossi,
picture of Couch Laundry,; Don Headrick, Lompoc High School annuals; Mrs. Joe
Dominy, linens, picture of Spanne home (1910); Mr. James Magnuson, L.V.H.S.
graduation announcement; Mr. and Mrs., Harold Jones, L. V.H.S. annual and gradua-
tion announcements; Mrs. Charles Paulsen, ice box drip pan, 1914 dress, 1869 cape,
autograph books; Jerome Dutra, Celite snapshots; Fred Munster, maps; Mrs, Vivian
Shanklin, pictures, linens, dishes, Lompoc High School and 1934 Tournament of Roses
memorabilia, old newspapers, deeds, 6 certificates of appointment of Don Carlos
Saunders as Lompoc Fostmaster (1918-1935); Thelma Manfrina, building blocks;
Henry Gewe, Downing family pictures; Robert Morris, Alfred Robinson pictures;
Ernest Carter, L.V,HE.S. Commencement program, Methodist Church directory(1908);
Walter Parker, Lompoc pictures (1926) Leslie Mayer, quilt; Fred Boie, Child's
Morris chairiNegus family, chocolate set; Catherine Keys, wooden planes, butter
churn, steamer; Clyde Wakefield, 1907 Beam; Violet Beck and Carmen Negus, picture
of southwest Lompoc (1923); Mrs. Amelia Houk, bed, dresser, nighistand, chest,
commode, armoire, rocking chair, two dining chairs; Nan Foett Russell, two rugs.

TRASE AND TREASURE SALE
Cur Third Annual Trash and Treasure Sale, with Edith Mary Davis and Myra Manfrina
as co-chairmen, held on April 24, the windiest and doldest day of the year, resulted
in $874. 95 being added to our restoration fund. Elsa Wygal was chairman of the large
plant sale.
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YARD SALE

The weather really cooperated for our second vard sale for 1970-71 on July 31, Workers
and customers enjoyed the beautiful day and $327.03 was added to our treasury from this
sale.

Articles of all kinds will be needed for future sales, so we urge every member to be
constantly collecting. Fick up can be arranged by calling Calverts at RE 6-5044, Let's
hear from you soon,

RUG PROJECT
A beautiful 3 x 7 foot area rug will be givena way to some lucky person at our Dec, 13
dinner meeting. The wool rug, valued at $200, white with a multicolor design, was made
by Carmen Mclntosh, and was on display at the September 3 at the Spanne home during
the Labor Day open house. Mary McCabe is in charge of ticket donations and will be
contacting members to help promote this fund raising project.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Ralance-General Account $2,687.28

Balance- Historical Landmark Account $4, 343.41

Balance-Memorial Account $2,838.37

Balance-Checking Account 116.52

Balance-August 23,1971 $10, 335,58

Balance-Bank of America Loan 6, 288. 45
MUSEUM

The lower floor of the Lompoc Museum will be known as the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society Gallery, result of action taken by Museum Associates on August 16, During July
and August, our society had a small display at the museum featuring Lompoc High
School 1694 -1927. The August exhibit featured souvenirs from Lompoc businesses ~f +"
past.

Fabing-McKay-Spanne Home
One hundred seventy five people visited the home during the Labor Day weekend.
Flower arrangements brightened the rooms and everyone enjoyed the upstairs bed:
decorated by James Magnuson and Gilbert Martin, and furnished by Mrs.Amelia E
Also shown for the first time was the Sudden furniture, and in the dining room our
collection of china and glass in a case purchased from the Hapgood family.

Recent improvements on the property have been the removal of dead trees in the y&
trimming of the remaining palm trees, and updating of the electrical system. Floodl.
for night lighting have been added. Lester Bondietti has done the electrical work and
James Magnuson has prepared plans for interior decorating and yard landscaping.

Young Historians

Lompoc High School Young Historians, Mission Vieja Chapter, was organized in May
under the sponsorship of our historical society, Pamela Johnson is president, Mr.Gus
Fetersen, advisor, Cur society made it possible for two members, Pamela Work and
Jimi Carol Dutra to attend the annual meeting of Conference of California Young
Historians at Cakland in June. As the school year progresses, projects will be under-
taken and other groups will be organized at Cabrillo High and Lompoc and Vandenberg
Jr. High Schools,



