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NEWSLETTER
First and Second Quarters-1970-1971

VOLUME VII NO. 1 MARCH 1971

Greetings to all members from your officers and directors! For information regarding
your Lompoc Valley Historical Society, we are pleased to send you our spring
newsletter.

December Dinner Meeting

The first dinner meeting of the 1970-71 year, in December, featured Ernest H, Brooks,
President of the Brooks Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara. Mr. Brooks came

to Lompoc as a small child, graduated from our local schools, and until moving to

Santa Barbara in 1942, conducted a photographic studio here. Since then he has traveled
extensively, and pictures of trips taken thru Guatamala, Honduras, Costa Rica, and

San Salvador were his presentation to the eighty four society members that evening.

March Dinner Meeting

After meeting at the Grange Hall since September, 1968, a change was made to the
Knights of Pythias Hall for our March meeting. The interesting story of the Santa
Barbara Channel Islands was presented by Mrs. Kenneth Fortney, member of several
conservation organizations. She urged that we support the movement to have the islands
become a national park, thus preserving them in their natural state as a sanctuary for
wild plant and animal life. Do your bit by writing your congressmen and senators and
voicing your opinion.

Membership

We are pleased to report a steady growth in membership. Since September thirty four
individuals and one organization have joined our society. The membership committee
composed of Carolyn Wienola, Frances Bodger, Elsie Sperber, and Marguerite Hall

are conducting a low key campaign-having sent invitations to those who in some way have
expressed 2 desire to support our organization. Since the publication of our September
newsletter Mrs. Grace Darrow of Chico, Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Abbey, Santa Barbara,
Mr. Melvin H. Robison and grandchildren Steven Rogers and Stephanie Staggs, Patterson,
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Rudolph, Santa Barbara, Mrs. Robert C. Ford, Santa Ana,

Miss Edna Davidson and Mr. and Mrs. William Whitsell of Santa Maria, have become
members. New members from Lompoc are Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stockton, Mr. & Mrs.
Leroy Scolari, Mrs. Gwendolyn McCollum, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Martin, Mr. & Mrs.
Irl Baucom, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Guevara, Mrs. Leonard Clayton, Mr. & Mrs. Lester
Sabin, and the Mexican Social Organization. To the few families who have not sent

their 1970-1971 memberships, we now remind once more to become members in good
standing soon.

Mrs. Gertrude Van Zandt was given an honorary life membership in our society at the
December dinner meeting. She has been 2 resident of Lompoc since 1917 and we are
most happy to have her among our very special members.



In Memorium

Mrs. Emma Coker, honorary member passed away in Taft in November, 1970, Mrs.
Coker was 2 member of the pioneer Arkley family.

Mr. William Wright Saunders, inactive member, died in January, 1971. He had lived
in Ventura in recent years. His mother, Mrs. Mattie Wright Saunders, was one of the
early day teachers in the Lompoc Valley Schools.

Herbert C. Rios, active member, and a life long resident of Lompoc, passed away

in January, 1971. His parents were Charles O. and Grace Smithers Rios, widely known
Lompoc pioneers,

Dr. Richard Montague, life member was the grandson of William McKay, the second
owner of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne home now owned by the Historical Society. With his
mother, Mrs., Lorraine Montague, he visited the home in 1968. Dr. Montague, a
professor of logic at UCLA, lived in Beverly Hills. He was the victim of strangulation,
apparently done by three men who escaped in a stolen car according to the Los Angeles
Times of March 8.

Memorials

Memorials have been received for Mr. Manuel Garcia, Mrs. Mary Kolding Dittman,
Mrs. Dorothy Jacobsen Dennis, Mrs. Daisy Brughelli Robison, Mrs,. Bettie Kane,
Mr. Charles Howerton, Mrs. Anna Petersen, Mr. William Petersen, Mr. Herbert
C. Rios, Mr. Edgar Huyck, Mrs, Lillie Houghton Huyck, Miss Eileen Huyck, Mr.
Albino Ferrari and Mrs., Mary Morisoli Ferrari.

Gifts

A sincere effort has been made to list all donors. Gifts reported may be incomplete, due
to lack of space. From Mr. & Mrs, Robert Chilson, old magazines; Mrs. C., A, Stillman,
1917 L. V.H.S. Commencement Program; Mrs. Charles Bodger, Home & Flowers
magazines; Mr. & Mrs., Paul Stockton, vaporizor, gloves and silk handkerchief, Stockton
time books, Bailey Shoe Store receipts, children's books; Mrs. Herbert C. Rios, a qui
Morehart family, photo album; Mr. Donald Cox, theme paper on Lompoc Valley;

Mr. Ernest Bennett, McGee sign board; Negus family, doll dishes, fur scarf, apron

and collar, dresser scarves; Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Rowan, doll bed, coping saw and plane,
Gem phonograph; Mr. David Burpee, valise; Mrs. Charles Paulsen, wicker table,
rocking chair; Mrs, Clinton Henning, Lompoc manuscript by Clinton H. Henning;

Horn family, copybook; Mrs, Alden Smith, three linen cloths; Eileen Davison,
manuscript on Lompoc School System; Merlyn Chesnut, manuscript on Gaviota Pass;
Sudden Estate, two wagons, Sudden Wharf scale, hand cart, Sudden School bell, ship

bell, ice box, washstand, kitchen table, small table, Morris chair, salad forks, old
knives, teaspoons. From Charles Sudden, on permanent loan, cherry bed and dresser,
walnut dresser and hall stand; Mr. John Begg, Dibblee letters and statement, small
scale, soldering iron, corn husker, book from LaSalle School District Library;

Lillie Huyck Estate, bedspreads, feather fan, beaded purse, Santa Claus toy, sheet
music, children's books, baby clothing, Lompoc Grammar and High School memorabilia,
Johns-Manville souvenirs; Mrs. Fred Tolbert, 1909 Chamber of Commerce folder,
destroyer and Santa Rosa pictures, Emma Tolbert, Earl family and Judge Bailey photos
and ten steroscopic views of Purisima Mission, Point Arguelio and Robert Sudden
shipwreck.

Yard Sale

A yard sale at the Fabing-McKay Spanne home on October 31 resulted in a total of
$261.40 to be added to our home restoration fund.

Trash and Treasure Sale

April 24 is the date of our Third Annual Trash and Treasure Sale. Mrs. Gordon Davis

and Mrs. Walter Manfrina are co-chairmen and other committee members to date are:
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Calvert, Mr. & Mrs. Lester Bondietti, Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Dutra,
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Phelps, Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Martin, Mrs. Alden Smith, Mrs.

Walter Spanne, Mrs. Kenneth Fairbanks, Mrs. Arthur Vienola, Mrs. Bill Schuyler,
Mirs. Rarry Manfrina, Mrs. Erminio Manfrina, Mrs. Ted Lundberg, Mrs. Jasper Wygal
is chairman of the plant and garden section of the sale. All member families and

friends are urged to donate saleable items. Most wanted are antiques of any kind,



pictures, dishes and glassware, tinware, baskets, kitchen utensils and small
appliances, furniture, tools, plants and garden related items. Clothing will be
accepted to be sold at our fall yard sale so- have a house cleaning and call a2 committee
member about your contribution. Remember the date-April 24 from nine to three
o'clock, at the Fabing-McKay Spanne Home. Tell your friends and please come.

Home Restoration Progress

We are looking forward to the installation of window shutters-offering protection

while enhancing the appearance of the building. Mr. Paul Kruger is fitting and painting
them this week and they will be installed as soon as the necessary hardware arrives,
which should be in a few days.

Volunteers have taken down and rebuilt the fence at the north property line, using all
but a few of the original pickets. It will be painted white. Working on this project at
various times have been Gilbert Martin, Jerome Dutra, Earl Calvert, Dean Martin
and Ed Marquart.

During a careful inspection, the electric wiring in the house was found to be in
exceptionally good condition, but there are some improvements which will have to
be made. Mr. Lester Bondietti will supervise this phase of the restoration.

James Magnuson has drawn a plan for yard landscaping, the first phase of which will
be continuing the fence on the east and south sides of the property, removing dead trees
and preparing the ground for planting.

Financial Statement

Balance~ General Account $ 3,441, 26

Balance- Memorial Account 2,579.94

Balance- Historial Landmark Account 4,517.94

Balance-Checking Account : 377.30

Balance- March 22,1971 $10,916. 44
Museum

Storage room for artifacts to be used in Historical Society displays in the lower
gallery has been made available to us. Painting the walls and the building of
storage shelves are projects that hopefully will be done by members at work parties
held on the first Monday of each month.

Refreshments will be served by our society at the first annual meeting of the
Museum Associates on April 19. Remember the date- you are 2ll invited to an
interesting evening.



