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First and Second Quarters------- September 6, 1967—March///l 968

During the past several months, the executive board and directors have been
meeting monthly, with the exception of December. An average of twelve members
have attended. The February 26 meeting was a special one for executive board
and ways and means committee members,

MEMBERSHIP

Since our last newsletter, members added to our previous membership are:

Mr. and Mrs. Warren J. Botroff and daughter Janice; Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Dettamanti; Mr. John Myron Douglass; Mrs. Virginia Grossini; Mr, and Mrs.
John T. Hearne; Mrs. Clinton Henning; Mrs. Roland Herberg (Eleanor Rudolph);
Mrs. Betty Laurent; Mrs. William E. Moody; Mr. Ralph Patey; Mrs. Robert
V. Phelan; and Mrs. Clair Rudolph. Mr. Robert Morris, charter member, was
re-instated, Welcome to all!

Conference of California Historical Societies Membership in Region 13

(Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura Counties) numbers over 3000,
Member societies and their memberships are: Lompoc 380; Santa Maria 126;
Santa Ynez, 150; Goleta, 170; Santa Barbara, 925; Carpinteria, 190; Ventura
County, 605; Atascadero, 50; and San Luis Obispo County, 480. The last
Conference activity was a southexrnCalifornia symposium at Visalia on Feb. 23-24,
Lompoc was represented by President Earl and Anne Calvert.

1967-68 Dues

Are you a member in good standing? Reminders were mailed in January to all
members who had not sent payment for 1967-68 dues and notices will be mailed
again on March 30 to those whose memberships are in arrears. We are entering
the second half of our 1967-68 year- show your interest in your historical society
by sending a check if you have not already done so.

MEMORIALS

Memorial gifts have been made to the Memorial Fund for Mr. John Woodfin, Mr.
Weaver Houk, Mr., L, E, Valentine, Mrs. Louisa Kaehn, Mr. Johnnie Gutierrez,
Mr. Christian Larsen, Mr. Vincent Kolding, Mr. and Mrs. George Horn, Mr.
Fred Tolbert, Mrs. Lois Horn Watkins and Mrs. James G. Allen. Mr., Valentine
and Mrs. Kaehn were active members and Mr. Tolbert, a life member.



GIFTS

Several gifts have been received- most recently the William Negus family has
given numerous pictures, school programs, copy books, and an Indian bowl found
near La Purisima Mission. Marguerite Hall has donated a copy of the Lompoc
Grammar School Year Book '"The Wine and the Gray', Volume 1-No. 1-1916,
A commemorative plate from Rudolph's Store was a contribution from Mrs.
Henrietta Thompson. Mr. Harley Craig has given a scrapbook containing
newsclippings of Lompoc real estate transactions during the years 1936-1958,
Mr. Clarence Ruth, a manuscript he recently completed, '""A Survey of Fifty
Pre-Historic Chumash Indian Village Sites-1930-1967." Mr. Henry Gewe of
Los Alamos has donated two pictures of Miguelito Canyon and one of Point
Concepcion Lighthouse., We are very grateful to these donors for their interest
and help toward our growing collection of Lompoc memorabilia.

GAVEL

A Christmas gift to the society was a gavel from Mr. John McKenzie, assistant
supervisor of La Purisima Mission. Made by him, the wood used was from an
olive tree in the mission garden which was one of several fifty year old trees
brought from Los Olivos during the reconstruction of the mission. The tree was
blown down by the hurricane of December, 1964, Walter Manfrina made the
presentation of the gavel to President Earl Calvert in the absence of Mr. McKenzie,

LA PURISIMA MISSION

La Purisima Mission has proven again to be Lompoc's major tourist attraction-
105, 000 people visited there during 1967. If you have not been there lately, now is
a wonderful time- see the recently completed restoration and the native shrubs

in bloom in the garden. An easy walk is the one to the cross, with a wonderful view
of the mission and the valley. A large number of the wild flowers growing in this
area are to be found beside this trail.

NEW BOOKS

For our members who may be interested in California literature, may we call to
your attention four recently published books? 1. On Santa Cruz Island-Author-
Clifford McElrath, Recollections of Mr. McElrath when he worked in Santa Cruz
as assistant superintendent for the island company in 1919. Published for the
Santa Barbara Historical Society. 2. Concha- My Dancing Saint- Author-Rebecca
Laurence Lee- Riverside Press, a biographical novel based on the life of Maria

de la Concepcion Arguello, heroine of a celebrated historical romance. 3, Venison
and a Breath of Sage-Tales of the San Juan Ranch-Author-Edward Selden Spaulding.
Publisher, Whitney T. Genns, 116 E. Dela Guerra St. Santa Barbara. Folk lore
of Santa Barbara County's back country. 4. The Last Hours of Seven Tour
Stackers-Author-Charles Hice, Publisher-The Ohioan Co., Miamisburg, Ohio,
95842. Fact and fiction concerning the naval disaster at Honda on Sept. %, 1923.
Mrs. Ethel Horn Smith, Lompoc native, contributed articles. One chapter, "Seven
Destroyers Are Wrecked on Rocky Coast Near Point Arguello, ' is a reprint from
the Lompoc Record, written by Ronald Adam.

ARTESIA SCHOOL

The matter of the Artesia School is still unsolved at this time. The building is
County Historical Landmark #3 and belongs to the Lompoc Unified School District,
which is anxious to dispose of the property. Efforts of the Historical Society to

make it a county park have not been successful, The park commission made an
inspectionon January 6, and since then, has voted against recommending to the board
of supervisors, the acquisition of the property for this purpose. New action will have
to be implemented if Lompoc's first country school is to be saved.



SPANNE HOME

Concerning the Spanne home, it was moved at the December 12 dinner meeting,
that the general membership give authority to the executive board and ways and
means committee to undertake the purchase of the property if it is financially
feasible. The city building department had previously reported that the building
was structurally sound and quite restorable.

Since then, Judge Ben Ruffner, executor of the Spanne estate, has had a meeting
with the board of directors explaining financial details in estate settlement,
and more specifically, answered questions concerning the particular property.

A tour of the home on the afternoons of Saturday and Sunday, March 16-17,
between the hours of 2-4 P.M. will be held for members of the Historical Society
and interested friends.

One of the last Victorian homes in the city, it has been occupied by three families,

The original owner was Henry Wadsworth Fabing, who started its construction
in 1875. Mr. Fabing was Lompoc's first blacksmith, harness and carriage maker,
He owned a string of race horses and has his own racetrack.

Near the turn of the century, the home was sold to William McKay, agent for the
Pacific Coast Steamship Co. Mr. McKay also operated a large grain ranch and
and dealt in real estate.

The home has been owned by the family of Mr. and Mrs. Nils Spanne for over fifty
years. Mr. Spanne was also a blacksmith and owned the first automobile garage
in the valley,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Second Quarter-November 28, 1967-February 26, 1968.

Balance, November 28, 1967 $ 9812.29
Receipts:

December 12 dinner $237.00

Membership Renewals 475.00

New Memberships 25.00

Donations 12.00

Memorials 40. 00

Interest-General Account 97.53

Interest Memorial Account 15.56

Interest, Historical Land Account 5,75 $10, 720.13
Disbursements:

City Secretarial Center 15.00

Royal Coach 255,00

Frank's Foto 18. 88

Postmaster 1.60

Secretarial Supplies 14.02 304.50

Balance, February 26, 1968 $10, 415.63

March 11, Dinner Meeting
Mr. Eben McMillan, rancher, noted ornithologist and conservationist, will be the
guest speaker at the March 11 dinner meeting, Mr. McMillan is a resident of
Cholame, San Luis Obispo County. He travels extensively for the Audubon Society,
lecturing to interested groups. An expert photographer, he will illustrate his talk
"Our Past, How Related to Our Future.' The meeting will be held at the Royal
Coach at 7:00 P. M.



