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NEWSLETTER
The President's Aapual Report

The coming of the Labor Day Week-end marked the third anniversary of the founding
of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society. Planned as a subsidiary of the Lompoc
Pioneer Society, announcement of its organization was made at the 38th Annual
Reunion of the Pioneers on September 5%, 1964. The first formal meeting was held
at Loop's Banquet Room on December 14, 1964; officers and directors were installed
by Mrs. Louisiana Dart, President of the San Luis Obispo Historical Society.

Membership

The society has maintained a steady membership growth and is recognized as an
important educational and cultural group in the Lompoc Valley. Last year's
annual report listed 350 members; today the total is 376, Five members, George
R. Sauer, Mrs. Louisa Hollister Kaehn, Mrs. Mabel Young Parker, Mrs. Martha
Negus, and L. E. Valentine were deceased during the past year and eight were
removed from membership because of non-interest and delinquent dues. New mem-
bers this quarter are: Mr., and Mrs. John Beattie and children William and
Patricia, Miss Eva Jacobs, Mr. and Mrs. John McKenzie, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Burris,
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Larsen and Mr. and Mrs. Walter Holmdahl.

Our present goal is a membership of five hundred and I urge each of our members
to interest others in the purpose and objectives of our historical society.
Membership is open to everyone interested in supporting the organization.

Honorary Members

Your board of directors has continued the plan of presenting honorary life
memberships to long time residents of Lompoc Valley in appreciation of long
years of service to the community. An exception was made for Col. Hugh D.
Young, whose residence here was from 1960-67. Recipients in order given were:

December: Mr. Charles A. Davis, 1893-1966; Mrs. Grace Badger Davis, 1892-1966;
Mr. Frank Young, 1887-1966; Mrs. Mabel Parker, 1885-1966.

June: Mrs. Clara Arkley Westrope, 1877-1967; Mrs. Emma Arkley Coker, 1877~
1967; Mr. Charles A. Lowry, 1906-1967; Mrs. Alice Kirkpatrick Lowry,
1889-1967; Col. Hugh D. Young, 1960-1967.

September: Mrs. Laura D. Henderson, 1929-1967; Mrs. Nellie Sperber, 1879-1967.



Memorials
Forty-five memorial gifts were received during the past,year--three have been sent
since the June meeting in memory of Mr. Weaver Houk, Mr. L. E. Valentine and Mr.
Christian S. Larsen.

Dinner Meetings

Our quarterly dinner meetings have attracted an average attendance of ninety members
and guests and we hope the programs and entertainment have been informative and en-
joyable. The December meeting featured Mr. Eugene Forbes, local locksmith, as speaker,
and musical numbers by The Tyros, a Solvang singing group. Mr. Gaylord Jones of Santa
Maria showed his exquisite color slides of California wild flowers at the Mareh meet-
ing, and in June, Col. Hugh D. Young spoke on Vandenberg--its past and future impact
on the Lompoc Valley, and told of the engineering plans for the proposed dam at the
Narrows on the Santa Ynez River. At the March and June meetings, some of my slide
collection of activities of other historical societies, local scenes, and the dedi-
cation of Foxen Memorial Chapel were shown. The September program featured the
history of the Maple School District with special numbers by Mrs. Paul Pasquini,

Mrs. Peter Signorelli, Jr., Mrs. Manuel Terronez, and daughter
Sandra, and Mr. and Mrs. Tony Valdivia.

Executive Board

Since January of this year, executive board meetings are being held monthly, a change
from the quarterly meetings of the past. Attending the combined meeting of the
executive board and directors on August 21 were: Mr. and Mrs. Earl Calvert,

Mrs. Marguerite Hall, Donald Hendrick, Mrs. Alden Lewis, Ted Lundberg, Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Manfrina, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Spanne, Mrs. Dorothy Cutting, Jerome Dutra,

Mrs. Laura Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. James B. Olivera Jr., James B. Olivera 3d,

Mrs. Luther Thomas, Mrs. Jasper Wygal, and Mrs. William Zvolanek.

Financial Report

Balance August 22, 1966 $6,773.61
Receipts:

Membership Renewals 1,290.00
New Memberships 430,00
Memorials 251.00
Donations 44 .50
Donations to Historical Landmark Fund 445,00
Interest General Account 336,69
Interest Memorial Account 51.05
Interest Historical Landmark Account 9,61
Total Receipts §9,631.46
Disbursements:

Postmaster 133,00
City Secretarial Service 55.00
Lompoc Record 106.03
Frank's Foto 27.26
Miscellaneous Supplies 177.60
Guest Dinners 117.50
Lompoc Van & Storage 26.00
The Tyros 25.00
Monitor Printing 8.79
Conf. Calif. Historical Societies 12.50
American Assoc. State & Local History 3,50
Elk's Club Deposit 40,00 732.18

Balance August 21, 1967 $8,899.28



Ordinance #304

On January 17, 1967, Ordinance #804, initiated by the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society, was passed by Lompoc City Council. The purpose of the ordinance is to
promote the general and economic welfare of the City of Lompoc by preserving and
protecting sites, buildings, structures, works of art and other objects having a
special historical or esthetic character or interest, for the use, education and
view of the general public and to remind the citizens of this city and visitors
from elsewhere of the historical background of the City of Lompoc.

Advisory Landmark Committee

Responsible for the enforcement of the provisions will be members of the Lompoc
Advisory Landmark Committee, appointed on June 27. Members are Mayor Harold Thompson,
Earl Calvert, Laurence Cazenave, Pierre Claeyssens, Vernon Copeland, Martin Eaton,
Roy Elkstrom, Laurence Grossman, Eugene Huseman, Mrs. Helen Mann, Edward Negus,

James B. Olivera, Jr., Ed Pickering, Mrs. Mary Rule, Glenn Schuyler, Mrs. Harold
Spanne, Walter Spanne, Mrs. Charles Wilson, Mrs. Jasper Wygal.

Historical Landmark Fund

A special historical landmark fund was started in December to which a few contribu-
tions have been made to date.

SRanne Home

The community has been informed through newspaper and other publicity, of the plans of
our Historical Society for the acquisition of the N. L. Spanne residence, located at
the corner of Walnut Avenue and L Street. The property consists of six lots, the

two story residence, and two small buildings. The home was built in 1875 by

W. H. Fabing, Lompoc's first blacksmith.

Gifts
Lack of storage and display space makes acceptance of mary gifts impossible but we
have acquired many pictures and small artifacts, usable for small exhibits. Among
the most interesting were pieces of branded hides carrying the cattle brands of early
Lompoc ranches, given by Santa Barbara County. Largest items were a 100-year old
Miller square piano from Mrs. Thomas Hayes and a large wagon and numerous farm items
from Mrs. Amelia Houk.

Public Service

We are indebted to four very special individuals for much information available on
Lompoc Valley history. Myra Manfrina, who is our wonderful publicity chairman, has
been writing and collecting Lompoc history for many years; Ethel Smith has been
keeping newsclippings and assembling scrapbooks; Marguerite Hall is responsible for
a large collection of old photographs, and the late Mrs. Elsa Schuyler was also a
collector of Lompoc history during her years in the Valley. Much of her material
was given to the Historical Society in 1964.



Because of the interest and work on the part of these four dedicated people, many
individuals have been furnished with information this past year, and pictures have
been made available for special displays. To name a few--some were loaned to the
Lutheran Church for their tenth anniversary dinner. Historical Society pictures
were used by the Chamber of Commerce at their booth at the Santa Barbara County
Fair. O0ld pictures of Johns-Manville were copied for a student at UCSB for use
in illustrating a thesis.

Tours

Anne Calvert initiated tours of Lompoc historical sites and landmarks for youth
groups and has furnished itineraries for self-conducted tours.

Parades
Walter Spanne has represented the Lompoc Valley Historical Society at the Old Los
Alamos Days Parade (September 1966) and the Lompoc Flower Festival Parade. He is
now preparing an entry for Old Los Alamos Days this month.

0ld Fashioned Bargain Days

We cooperated with this promotion by the Retail Merchants and Chamber of Commerce
by loaning artifacts for window displays. Our members, Mrs. Ethel Bailey, Mrs.
John McKenzie and Rev. Arthur Batty, gave of their time to serve as the judging
committee for the best decorated windows.

Club Programs

Programs have been given for the Trans Atlantic Brides, Knights of Pythias, and
Rotary Club.

Conference of California Historical Societies

We have been a member of the Conference of California Historical Societies since our
organization and have represented Lompoc at all the important Conference activities.
Last year I served as chairman of the Resolutions Committee and now hold the office
of Vice President of Region 13, which covers the historical societies of San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties. On September 22-24, Anne and I plan

to attend the Southern Oregon-Northern California symposium of the Conference to be
held at Fort Bragg.

I wish to give special thanks to those members who have given assistance during
this past year.
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