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NEWSLETTER
Third Quarter, March 13, 1967 - June 12, 1967

Since January, the Lompoc Valley Historical Society Inc. executive board has been
meeting monthly on the fourth Monday of each month. Some directors not on the

board have expressed a desire in attending, so beginning in August, notices will be
mailed to all directors. There will be no meetings during June and July, but keep in
mind the fourth Monday of other months will be Historical Society Night. Present at
the May 22nd. meeting were: President and Mrs. Earl Calvert, Donald Headrick,
Mrs. Garry Benson, Mrs. Marguerite Hall, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Manfrina, William F.
Ruffner, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Spanne, Mrs. Dorothy Cutting, Mrs. Laura Henderson,
Mrs. George Miller, Mr. L. E. Valentine, Albert J. Pico, and James B. Olivera III.

March 13, Dinner Meeting__

Our March 13th dinner meeting was attended by eighty members and guests.

Mr, Wendall K. Davis, new supervisor of La Purisima Mission, and Mrs. Davis were
special guests. Journeying from out of town were Conference President Edwin and

Mrs. Gledhill of Santa Barbara and Mrs. Robert Gleason, Vice President of Region 13,
of Santa Ynez. Baskets of wild flowers were used as decorations and the cattle brands,
recently given to the Historical Society by the County of Santa Barbara were on display.
A collection of exquisite slides of wild flowers of our area were shown by Mr. Gaylord
Jones, Santa Maria Valley Historical Society president. Mr. Jones has made a hobby
of wild flower photography for many years, and along with his interesting commentaries,
gave an outstanding program.

Membership

The membership committee, Mrs. Alden Lewis, Chairman, is currently conducting a
drive for new members. The society year ends September 3, 1967, so all memberships
received before then will be credited from that date. We welcome as new members
since March 12, 1967, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Marquardt, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Vienola,
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Jacoby, Mrs. Edna C. Beattie, Mr. & Mrs, Arthur Sill,
Mrs. Gertrude W, Ward, Mr. and Mrs. John A. Beattie and children William and
Patricia. Our goal is a membership of five hundred and we urge all of our members to
interest others in the purpose and objectives of our Historical Society. Since the time
is drawing near when we will be expanding our activities, we need both old timers

and newcomers to the community in our organization.



IN MEMORIUM

Masonic funeral services were held on Thursday, June 1, for Mr. L. E. Valentine,

a charter member and director of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society, who passed
away suddenly on May 27 while viewing the flower festival parade. He was intensely
interested in the work and goals of our society and generously supported the Memorial
Fund; An accountant by profession, Mr, Valentine had been a resident of Lompoc

for twenty nine years,

ME MORIALS

Since March 12, memorial gifts have been received for Mr. Hugh Sweeney,
Mr. Harley Hunt, Mr. Erick Anderson, Mr. Ben Stockton, Mrs. Maude Crewdson,
Mr. Candid Pata and Mr. Weaver Houk.

SISCUOC CHURCH

Sunday, April 30, was the date of the dedication of Sisquoc Church as County

Historical Landmark #1 under Ordinance #1716. The Santa Maria Valley Historical
Society planned and made arrangements for the afternoon. After the dedication
ceremonies, the three hundred guests were invited to tour the historic Wickendon home
nearby and to partake of refreshments in the garden.

LIBRARY

On April 21, a letter from your Historical Society president was sent to the city council
and the city planning commission regarding the preservation of the Lompoc Library.
The letter reads in part, "The Lompoc Valley Historical Society has recognized the
historical significance of our Carnegie library. It is the last remaining building of its
kind in Santa Barbara County and is worthy of consideration for preservation as an
historical landmark, along with the potential use as a city museum for the housing of
historical artifacts of the Lompoc area. " ; ) :

GIFTS

Gifts given to our society this gquarter are: Souvenir plate (La Purisima Mission)
from Mrs. Minnie Zvolanek; two aerial photos of Lompoc (1927) from Paul Stockton
and Glenn Collar; Lompoc High School Commencement programs of 1895 and 1896;
Lompoc Record booklet (1957) from Marguerite Hall. Mrs. Enrita Delta has given

a picture of Lynden School pupils (1923) and two "last day of school' souvenirs
(Purisima School 1903-04), real treasures indeed! Our latest gift is an 1898 Lompoc
High S chool Commencement program given by Mr. J. M. Adkisson of Grover City.

He is the son of a former minister of the old South Methodist Church which was started
here in the 1880's, and was located on the Lompoc Library site.

Our collection of Lompoc High School commencement programs are for the years
1895, '96, '97, '98.and 1903, '05, '06, '13, '17, '27, 131, '3%003330'36,. 139,504, 42,
'60, '66. If any members have and no longer want those of the missing years, we
would appreciate having them given to the society. Also wanted are souvenir spoons
from the A.J. Nichols Jewelry Store issued in 1889 or 1890,



HISTORICAL TOUR

Mrs. Earl Calvert conducted two tours of historical Lompoc for youth groups this
quarter. On April 12, the Methodist Church Girl Scout troop was shown and told
about historic buildings and sites and on April 26, Vandenberg Troop #108 enjoyed
the same tour.

SPANNE HOME

The stop at the N. L. Spanne home at the corner of L Street and Walnut Avenue always
results in the question, '""Can we go inside?' We hope some day to be able to answer
in the affirmative when our plans for the purchase and restoration of the old home
materialize. Before our intense fund raising begins, advance contributions in amounts
of $100.00 or more are being solicited. Please send check to your treasurer at
P.0O.Box 398, Lompoc, California, 93436,

DIRECTORY

Our society now has a directory of Historical Societies of the United States, listing
3,565 societies. Information for each entry is in the following order: name. and
address of the organization; founding date; membership; staff; library and hours it
is open to the public; the number of historic sites or structures maintained by the
organization; names or descriptions of periodicals and publications. Call RE 6-5044
should you desire any information furnished in this directory.

FLOWER FESTIVAL ENTRY

Did you see the Lompoc Valley Historical Society entry in the Flower Festival Parade?
You would have recognized Walter Spanne as the driver and Jimmy Sloan and

children as passengers in the Sloan buggy. Max Manfrina and Richard Grossini rode
on horseback with the entry. A first prize was won in the novelty class and second

for equestrian, Our thanks go to Walter for his interest and time in doing this for

our society.

JUNE 12 - DINNER MEETING

Colonel Hugh D. Young who is furnishing part of our program for this evening is
making one of his last appearances before a Lompoc audience prior to his leaving

for an assignment in Turkey. He has been at Vandenberg Air Force Base since 1960.
Colonel Young is a native of Tennessee, entered the service as a private in 1941 and
was promoted to his present rank of Colonel in March 1957. He is married and the
father of a son Greg, and a daughter Karen who was the 1967 Lompoc Flower Festival
Queen,

MIGUELITO GROVE

We are interested in having members or interested friends contribute articles to be
included in your newsletter. A letter from Mrs. Frances Holst Mitchell of

Los Angeles reads in part, '"My first year of teaching was in the Miguelito School.
I recall taking our lunches (all thirteen children and myself) up to Miguelito Grove
every Friday noon when the weather was nice. After lunch you never saw a more
studious group of pupils. When the lessons had been recited, we played games,
gathered wild flowers and then walked back to the school house where the children
were dismissed. The next year I taught the fourth grade in the town school and was
appointed Vice-principal the third year, teaching the seventh grade. A few weeks
ago, my husband and I were in Lompoc and as we had some time before a business
appointment, we drove up the Miguelito Canyon to the grove. I was pleased to see
that it was so well kept and also to see the Pioneer Society Marker."



The history of the Maple School on Floradale Avenue will be featured at the
September meeting of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society and also at the Lompoc
Pioneer Society's celebration on the Labor Day weekend. Information pertaining
to Maple School pictures, etc., is being sought by Myra Manfrina, P.O.Box 546,
Lompoc, California. ‘

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Third Quarter February 27,1967 - May 22, 1967 $8259.59
Receipts:

Membership Renewals 35,00

New Memberships 70.00

Memorials 70.00

Donations 10. 00

Historical Landmark Donations 130,00

Interest General Account 87.50

Interest Memorial Account 13.12

Interest Historical Landmark Account 3.94 $8679. 15
Disbursements:

Postmaster 53.00

Royal Coach 15.00

City Secretarial Center 16.50

Lundberg's 25.92

Stateside Office Supplies 7.49

Monitor Printing 3.85

American Association State & Local History 3. 50 125, 26
Balance May 22, 1967 $8553, 89

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Our next meeting, the last of our 1966-67 year, will be on Friday, September 1,
when we meet with the Pioneer Society as the first event of the Pioneer reunion on
September 2 and 3.



