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NEWSLETTER
SECOND QUARTER - DECEMBER 13, 1965 - MARCH 14, 1966

The second quarterly meeting of the executive board and directors of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society was held on February 28, 1966. Members
present were: Earl and Anne Calvert, Theodore Lundberg, Donald Headrick,
Gail Benson, Walter and Flora Spanne, Myra Manfrina, Charlotte Benton,

Alma Lewis, James B. Olivera Jr. Alberta Stillman and Hattie Smith, Meeting
was held in the Conference Room, Lompoc Theatre Building.

Membership in the society is now 338. New members this quarter are:
Mr. William Zvolanek, Johns-Manville Corporation, and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Jewell. Death has taken a charter member, Mrs. Harriett Morehart.

Are you a member in good standing? Reminders that 1965-66 memberships are
due and payable have been sent to those who have not renewed their member-
ships. Please mail your check very soon -- we need your active participation.

Fourteen memorial gifts have been received, honoring Mr. John Dimock,
Mr. Vincent Grossini, Mr. David A. Henderson, Mrs. Harriett Morehart,
Mrs. Stanley J. Ruffner, Mr. N. L. Spanne, Mrs. 0.B. Westmont.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT:

Balance Nov. 29, 1965 $5587.24
Receipts:
Membership Renewals 725.00
New Memberships 115.00
Donation 10.00
Memorial Gifts 53.00
Interest ( Gen. Account) 58.74
Interest ( Memorial Fund Account) 7.56
$6556.54
Disbursements 143.31
Balance February 28, 1966 $6413.23

The safe given to the society by the Spanne family has been moved to the

Grange Hall and is being used for the storage of documents, original photographs
and small articles. We are indebted to Aceco Rentals for the donation of the
use of a fork lift for transporting the heavy safe.
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Mr. Arthur Hapgood and Mr. Ernest Bailey were given honorary life memberships

in the society at the December 13 dinner meeting. Mr. Bailey, due to illness

was unable to attend.James Arthur Hapgood and son Robert ( son and grandson of
Arthur Hapgood) came from San Luis Obispo for the occasion. A resident of

Lompoc since 1891, Mr. Hapgood served the Lompoc Valley as a teacher for 34 years.
Hapgood School is named for him.

Our first book purchase has been made- Mission Santa Barbara 1782-1965 by
Father Maynard Geigar O0.F.M.- is the first of what we hope will be an extensive
collection of historical books.

For members who are interested in knowing of and visiting California's Historical
Landmarks, a new booklet will be of interest. The 802 registered landmarks and

34 state historic parks and monuments are listed by counties and a brief description
given of each. Santa Barbara County has fourteen, one of which is our own La Purisima
Mission, Historical Landmark #340. Measuring 6x9 inches, the booklet fits into an
auto's glove compartment and may be purchased for $1,00 ( tax included) by writing

to Hearst Tour Office, Dept. of Parks and Recreation, 1416 Ninth Street, Sacramento,
California, 95814.

Recent gifts to our society have been pictures from Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Gunderson,
a sampler from Mrs. Minnie McDonald, photographs from Mr. and Mrs. Harry McCabe,
a large lithograph of Lompoc (1904) from Mrs. Francis Henderson, and from the
Morehart family, a collection of newspaper clippings, school mementos, programs
of community events, and photographs.

Work on our picture albums has progressed to the point where we can display them
for the first time at our March 1l4th. meeting. We urge all families to loan us
their old pictures for copying- they are not damaged in any way. Reproductions of
any of the pictures in the albums may be obtained by a $1.00 donation to the
Historical Society. That this is a worthwhile endeavor was proven recently when
orders for nine pictures were received.

The first donation for the furnishing of geneological information was also received
recently. Mrs. Alden Smith, 53 El1 Camino del Norte, Monterey, is doing the
research for our society and would appreciate having our members send her their
family histories. Won't you do something about this real soon ?

An addition to our tape library is an interview with Mr. Juan LaFourcade. He was
a shepherd for many years and is familiar with the area from Point Concepcion to
Las Cruces.

Earl Calvert has added to the 35 m.m. slide collection by taking a number of pictures
of Lompoc, 1966.

The disappearance of Lompoc's country school buildings has been a matter of concern

to the Historical Society. We still have today, in fair condition, the valley's

first country school, Artesia, built in 1876. It served the community until June 1961
and at present is being used by the school district for storage. The society board

of directors are desirous of having the old school preserved as an historical landmark,
and Mr. John Beattie has requested school board action toward this goal.

Investigation is proceeding concerning legal technicalities involved in such a project.
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Your president, Earl Calvert, represented the society at the dedication of an El Camino
Real Bell at La Purisima Mission on December 12th. Since that time he and Anne have
attended meetings of San Luis Obispo, Santa Maria, and Santa Ynez Historical Societies,
the Winter Symposium of the California Conference of Historical Societies in

San Fernando on February 12-13, and the program and dinner given by the Santa Barbara
Historical Society on February 26 celebrating the first anniversary of the dedication
of Santa Barbara Historical Museum.

PROGRAM:

Mr. Don McMillan, Shandon rancher and free lance writer, will be the speaker at
the March 14th meeting, and will speak on the heraldry of cattle brands.
Mr. and Mrs. McMillan are active members of the San Luis Obispo Historical Society.

The Conference of California Historical Societies will hold its annual meeting
in Santa Barbara June 16-17-18-1966, at the Miramar Hotel. It is hoped some of
our members will attend one or more sessions.

Next quarterly dinner meeting of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society will be
June 13, 1966.



