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L o m p o c  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ’ s  Q u a r t e r l y  N e w s l e t t e r  

The building at 112 South "I" Street may look 

the same as it has for over 82 years, that is 

from the outside, but it has held many 

businesses. Before 1942 several homes and 

businesses were the postal locations, usually in 

a corner of a store or bank. One location was 

the tiny corner in the Bank of Italy, and in 1927 

another location was in a corner of Moore's 

Mercantile at the corner of South "I" and West 

Ocean Avenue. In 1942, when Howard and 

Ernest Moore needed that space for their men's 

department and more hardware space they built 

the 3500 square foot structure at 112 South "I" 

Street and leased it to the United States Postal 

Service, the 10th location since 1874! Post 

Master Alex Main had his office just inside the 

front door. A counter with four windows, two for 

clerks, one for complaints and one was for 

money orders, was in the front. The long narrow 

hallway leading to the back was where the 

postal boxes were. In 1962, when Lompoc 

"outgrew" the "I" Street location, a new post 

office was built on the corner of North "O" Street 

and West Ocean Avenue, where it still is located 

today. The empty post office was then used as 

storage for Moore's merchandise and sold 

appliances. After renovations the old post office 

became the Post Office Restaurant operated by 

Gary Robinette. In 1995 it was a yarn and 

handicraft store, Other businesses at 112 South 

"I" have been James Edwards Interiors, leased 

by James Magnuson and Romona Casarez, 

where you could go to get or order any materials 
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and wall paper for your home. Gail Dodds 

followed with Country craft warehouse. Gail's 

father in law, Stuart Dodds, had worked in that 

very space when it was a post office. Mitch's 

Alterations was in the middle of the building at 

one time as were several offices. In 1995 Sissy 

Gill leased the building for Sissy's Cabana Room 

Espresso Bar, which later became Sissy's 

Uptown Cafe. In 2022, after 27 years in 

business, the Moore family leased the building 

to Dorothy and David Springer and their 

daughter Janan Byork who kept the name 

Sissy's and continued the tradition of great 

lunches and wonderful homemade desserts by 

Norma Anderson. The newest occupant of the 

old post office building is Mama”s Caffe (Cafe in 

Italian). Its owner is Catarina Agate and her 

daughter Francesca Agate Figuereo who serve 

breakfast and lunch most days now. After 82 

years, the Moore family has sold the lot at 112 

South "I" Street. 
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Catarina Agate, Owner of the current business. 
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Many of you certainly remember being able to 

drive up to “Lookout Point” or “Bodger's Scenic 

Point when the road was open. It was popular 

to view the flowers and especially the Floral 

Flag planted by Bodgers. Today it is a popular 

hike, as the road is closed. This article writes 

about the origin of the road. Lompoc Record 

Friday, June 11, 1937 Scenic Road Being built 

by Kiwanis Affords View of Flower Fields Expect 

Two-Way Road Above Bodger Sign for Tomorrow 

The long-sought scenic road is being built this 

week, and it is expected that a two-way 

roadway will be open for use by the many 

visitors expected to be here for the annual 

flower show this weekend. Under the leadership 

of, and financed by, the local Kiwanis club, the 

Scenic road is being built on the Bodger 

property in the lower valley. It extends up a 

canyon and winds around to a large parkway 

area above the Bodger Seeds, Ltd. sign. A 

pathway leads down the crest of the hill from 

the parking area to a vantage point directly 

above the sign, where a view of the entire valley 

is afforded The many acres of flower and 

colorful mustard may be seen from the hill-side 

as from an airplane. Several companies have 

joined in making the scenic roadway possible. 

The Bodger company furnished the right-of-

way, and will also furnish a big tractor for 

grading the road as well as water for sprinkling. 

The Johns-Manville corporation furnished a 

bull-dozer which has cut out the road in 

remarkable time. Fuel for the equipment was 

furnished by the Union Oil company, and Shell 

Oil company, and the city planned to furnish 

grader and sprinkling equipment, it was 

reported. One and one-half miles long, the 

scenic road will cost the Kiwanis club 

approximately $100, President M. V. Duncan 

stated this week. Harold Rudolph and Bird 

Barker were employed to survey the roadway. 

Other costs included wages of bull-dozer and 

other drivers and transportation of equipment 

to the scene of operations. Kiwanis committee 

pushing the project, which was suggested by 

the local Chamber. of Commerce several 

months ago, were Harry Arkley, chairman; 

William Wright, Ray Beattie and T. M Parks. 

Starting at nine o'clock Tuesday morning, the 

bulldozer had cut a one-way road to the top of 

the hill by the same hour Wednesday morning, 

it was reported. The bulldozer-cleared a parking 

area on top of the hill and cut a trail to the look

-out point, and then the equipment started 

down the grade, cutting a 20- foot roadbed. It 

was expected yesterday that the bull-dozer 

would complete work on the road today and 

that the city grading and sprinkling equipment 

would complete its part of the work in time for 

flower show visitors. Harold U. Gaggs, J-M 

employee has been supervising the project. 

Plant Manager, W.B. Kelley made possible the 

use of the bull-dozer. Most-of the roadbed. has 
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The Origins of the 

Lookout Point Road 



 

been easily cut, there being no rocks, but loose 

shale and adobe, which will make a good 

roadbed in dry weather. The Kiwanians plan to 

erect a fence around the auto parking area, 

and a bench is being built to be placed on the 

lower lookout point, with guard rails. The 

members of the club will gather on the hilltop 

Sunday morning to start work on the fence. 

Plaque at the bottom of the Lookout 

This drawing shows the Bodger property and is 

on the plaque 
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Anniversary of the beginning of the Lompoc 

Colony, 150 years ago. November 9, 1874. 

For days before the time set for the sale the 

ground had been alive with people looking 

at property. When the day of the sale came, 

a caravan embracing an odd variety of vehi-

cles—4 horse stages, 2- horse stages, wag-

ons and buggies, besides horses and mules 

moved upon the Rancho. 250 men and 29 

ladies came to buy land. Excitement was 

high. The auctioneer, trailing a red flag, 

would dash from one tract to another, fol-

lowed by the crowd of anxious would-be 

buyers. Land that was rated at $40 in the 

morning sold for $89 in the evening. 

By day’s end about $700,000 had changed 

hands. 

A square mile of choice land was set aside 

for the site of the new town of Lompoc. 

Within 60 days 80 families had new homes. 

Within a few months, the town had a news-

paper, a notary, a physician, Justice of the 

peace and a tri-weekly stage. 

W.W. Broughton, who envisioned Lompoc 

and founded the Lompoc Record. His home 

still exists on North N. Street. 

In memory of the original Mexican pioneer families and Los Braceros 

who worked for Bodger Seed Company. They lived on the original 

Bodger settlement that was located on this site and extended to       

Olive Avenue from the late 1930’s to 1970.  

 

Alberto y Maria Gonzales.                     Jose y Carmen Trejo 

Yrineo y Carmen DeLira.                       Antonio y Esperanza Perez 

Roman y Anita Martinez.                       Donato y Teresa Esparza 

Jose y Josefina Campos.                       Alfonso y Jesus Bermudez 

Manuel y Jovita Alvarado                       Pablo y Sofia Macias 

Rafael y Carmen Ochoa.                        Jesus y Carmen Ochoa 

Guadalupe y Maria Morales.                  Soledad y Maria Vargas.            

Martin y Maria Chavez.                           Pete y Margarita DeSoto 

 

This monument was made possible by the descendants                     

and members of the community of Lompoc 



 

A heartfelt thank you 

to everyone who 

joined us for the 

Reunion Dinner at the 

Veteran's Memorial 

Building and the BBQ 

at Ryon Park. Special 

appreciation goes to 

Don Fletcher and his 

team for the delicious meal they provided. 

The garden is looking fantastic, thanks to 

the dedicated efforts of Dr. Blake Jamison, 

Lorraine Richardson, Pat Boyer, Dennis 

Grossini, Beth Dunn, Robin Bronson, and 

Jesse Jones. 

Bob Holloway has taken on the 

responsibility of maintaining the carriage 

house, ensuring it remains in good 

condition. 

Our reference room team continues to be 

busy with a steady stream of visitors and 

inquiries, both in person and via email. 

Recently, we received a generous donation: 

a large bag filled with binders and loose 

papers from an anonymous contributor. 

This collection appears to focus on the 1923 

Naval Destroyers incident, compiled by 

Elwyn E. Overshiner of Los Gatos, who 

passed away in 1984. His book, Course 095 

to Eternity: The Saga of Destroyer Squadron 

Eleven, was published in 1980. Our 

archives had limited information on the 

investigation and salvage operations of the 

vessels, making these original sources 

incredibly valuable. Notably, Mr. Overshiner 

lost his brother, Gordon, who was aboard 

the S.S. Young during the incident. 

Additionally, Jeff Geiger contributed articles 

about the history of SLC-10, a designated 

National Historic Monument. 

Other inquiries we've received include: 

• Ren Adam, seeking information about 

the early days of the Lompoc Record. 

• Cecilia Wingard from Sweden, who is 

writing a book about California 

companies and has questions about 

sweet peas. 

• Victor De Alba, researching early Lompoc 

schools for his Ph.D. dissertation. 

• Anna Stillman, inquiring about the 

Stillman Cleaners sign. 

• Wayne Bowen, Ph.D., focusing on 

Spanish history. 

• Stephanie Bianca, requesting old school 

photos for an election flyer. 

Thank you all for your continued interest 

and support!                                           

With smiles,                                          

Karen Paaske 
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by Karen Paaske 

Reference Room 
Ramblings 

  

Dan Dura, Jesse Jones and Bob Holloway move old 

desk to create more space. 



 

A Tribute to  Karen Kolding Osland  

1943-2024 

Karen Kolding Osland's 

expertise will be greatly 

missed by many groups 

in Lompoc. Born on 

October 18, 1943, to 

Victor Kolding and Leah 

Barnes, Karen lived 

much of her life in 

Miguelito Canyon. 

Unfortunately, she 

never had the chance to 

complete her article 

about the canyon's long 

history and its inhabitants. After raising her 

family, she graduated from UCSB and worked 

as a base archaeologist for the Air Force. Even 

after retiring, she continued to contribute to 

various environmental firms, leveraging her 

extensive knowledge of the local area and her 

strong computer skills to find solutions. The 

Lompoc Valley Historical Society cherished 

Karen's regular contributions in the reference 

room, where she tackled complex inquiries. She 

became a board member in 2020 and authored 

two newsletter articles: “Lompoc Furniture 

Mart” in 2022 and “Not Just a Vacant Lot” in 

2023. Her insights into the condition of the Pt. 

Conception Lighthouse were invaluable in our 

quest to save that historic building, marking her 

as one of the best researchers in the society’s 60

-year history. Karen’s remarkable affiliations 

along with the Historical Society included: 

• Advocacy for residents in long-term care 

facilities 

• Cypress Gallery Arts Association & the Mural 

Association.  

• Central Coast Basket Weavers  

• Docent at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 

Docent at La Purisima Mission  

• Nature Treks children's field trip docent 

 Her deep knowledge of Santa Barbara County 

was unparalleled, and she generously shared 

her insights with anyone eager to learn. The 

Historical Society extends its deepest 

condolences to her family. 
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Aug, Sept & Oct 2024 

Memorials & Membership 

Welcome New Members 

Patrick & Wynne Clevenger 

Bertha McLaughlin 

Ann Picha 

Lorretta Diaz 

Jane Hamilton (wife of Bruce) 

Upgraded to Life Membership  

Larry Desy 

Harvey Green 

 

Total Number of Members: 355 

 

Memorials for 

Karen Osland 

Audrey & William Bryan 

Ning Hoy Wong 
William Schuyler 

 
 

Members that have Passed Away 

Ruth Jones Coada 

Jackie Begg 
Karen Osland 

Patricia Martin (Life member) 
 

 



 

Lompoc Valley 

Historical Society  

P .O. Box 88 

Lompoc CA 93438 

Up an d Co min g Event s. . .  

Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                            

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      , 

Dan Dutra, Jesse Jones, Karen Paaske, Don 

Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler 

Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Julie 

Moore, Ed Brooks, Susan Warnstrom and Alvin 

Cabral 

  

Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne   

 

• Nov 29 & 30 Open House 10am to 1pm 

• Dec 7 & 14 Open House 10am to 1pm 

• Jan 25   Open House 10am to 1pm 

 

 

 

Group Tours please contact 

lompochistory@gmail.com 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit No. 16 

Lompoc, CA 93436 

 

CHECK OUT THE 

DECOR DURING THE 

VICTORIAN OPEN 

HOUSE  
Please send in your 

change of address.   
We are charged $1.69 for 

each Legacy returned to us. 


