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Point Conception Lighthouse Lens 
By Larry Desy 

On June 3, 2013, the task of removing the lens 

from the top of the lighthouse tower began. The 

crew of three headed by Lampist Jim Woodward 

disassembled the catadioptric prisms, Bull’s-eye 

lens sections, Clockworks and Chariot wheels, 

piece by piece and they were carried down the 

Spiro stairs of the lighthouse tower. Once 

outside the lighthouse they were packed up and 

lifted by helicopter to the top of the hill 

overlooking the lighthouse. After the parts were 

loaded on a truck, the journey to the Santa 

Barbara Maritime Museum began. 

Grand opening of the lens display was on 

September 21, 2013. My first look at the lens 

display was amazing. Even though I spent a 

considerable time cleaning the lens while I was 

stationed there, I was surprised to see the lens 

so bright it seemed to sparkle. To get the lens 

“almost new again”, Jim Woodward and his crew 

spent many hours of meticulous cleaning of the 

lens and also the frame that holds it all 

together. More information on Jim Woodward 

can be found at 

WWW.Lighthouseconsultant.com. 

More information on Point Conception can be 

found in the book called “Keepers of the Light 

The History of the Point Conception 

Lighthouse”. This book was written by Willard 

Thompson and was presented at the Grand 

Opening of the lens exhibit in the Santa Barbara 

Maritime Museum. 

Photo by Bill Edwards 

Gene Pritchette and Dr Blake Jamison after climbing 

up the 170 steps from the lighthouse to the bluff. 



 

Bill Sudbrink, our local token expert, 
found a Lompoc token for the Rancheros 

Cafe on 131 S. H St.   
The Cafe was opened September 18, 1937 

by Kensil Cooper who had purchased 
the business named Murray's Cafe. It 

was operated by a number of people, 
and also may have been owned by 

Martin Adamoli as he sold it to Emily 
Vecente in 1940. 
Fire on Sep.21, 1943 destroyed the 

Cafe, Watts' Market, the Eagles Hall 
and the Hamburger Stand. 

The 11 man volunteer fire department 
succeeded in curbing the flames with 

the help of a fire truck from Camp 
Cooke and the Navy base.  The Cafe 
lost everything except stores of liquor 

for the bar in a warehouse at the rear 
and were not damaged! 
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After the fire 
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Recently a unique and priceless gift 

was made by Ed Crawford to the 

Society. 

 In the late 1890's the United States 

Geological Survey surveyed the Lompoc 

Quadrangle making 4 copper plates in order 

to print maps. The USGS was selling off 

these old plates and Ed purchased four of 

them along  with the printed map. The 

copper plates are 17x21 and weigh about 12 

pounds each. Surveying all of the 

quadrangle would have been done by 

horseback, wagon or walking our 

mountainous area. Would wonder if local 

people might have been hired to help?  

USGS transferred the image from the 

engraved plate to a special lithographic 

One of the copper image map plates 

Gift continued on page 4 
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stone in order to make 

large numbers of prints. A 

topographic map was 

typically made by 

overprinting images from 

engraved plates with black, 

blue, and brown inks. 

There was a plate for each 

color of ink to be printed. A 

typical topographic 

quadrangle map had a 

set of three plates: a black ink plate for 

cultural features, boundaries, and most of 

the text; a blue inked plate for hydrography; 

and a brown ink plate for topographic 

contours. For a geologic quadrangle map of 

the same place, a fourth plate in the set 

could be engraved with geologic features 

and printed in the desired color. 

 

The Santa Ynez River was once one 

of the finest 

streams in 

California for 

fishing 

 April 1910 

Minimum Fines 

are Imposed on 

Fishermen 

 It is now a matter of current history that a 

couple of worthy wights of Lompoc were 

arrested Sunday for catching fish that were 

too many and too small. The fishermen 

were Homer Glidden and Don Carlos 

Saunders and the officers who turned the 

trick were H. I. Prichard, a deputy of the 

state fish & game commission stationed at 

Los Angeles, and J. E. Kuhlman, game 

warden of Ventura county. It is said that 

when Don Carlos was arrested he had 147 

fish in his possession, and was still fishing. 

Homer C. had caught enough for Sunday & 

Monday and was doing his Tuesday’s fishing 

when the deputies interfered. Young Oscar 

Short also had somewhat over the limit, but 

was allowed to go on account of his age. Five

-inch trout are the smallest that may be 

taken and fifty is the limit. Saunders and 

Glidden appeared before the superior court 

Wednesday morning and each paid a fine of 

$4O, the men having first appeared before 

Justice Overman. The cases were taken up 

immediately, and Judge Grow at 5 o'clock 

heard their pleas of guilty, each to two 

offenses, one of having excess of fish, and 

the other for having fish under legal size. 

Judge Crow imposed the minimum fine of 

$2O for each offense, which made $4O for 

each violator. The court stated that he 

believed the violation was due more to 

carelessness than to willfulness, and he did 

not feel like imposing a heavy fine, although 

he did not care to have the light fine 

considered a precedent. According to the 

Press, the little mess of fish caught by the 

USGS map from 1927 

Gift continued from page 3 

Unknown fisherman 

HarryPaaske and Benny Benedict, fish from the Santa 

Ynez River 
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two men, a total number of 244 steelhead 

trout, had been kept on ice since the arrest 

and were turned over to the county 

hospital, whose inmates had an unusual 

treat. 

December 1911  

A Good Catch 

The well known author and one of the most 

popular contributors to the Sunset 

Magazine, visited his friend, Dr. 

Dimock, Monday and Tuesday. The Dr. 

took him to the mouth of the Santa 

Ynez fishing Monday. Mr. Cummins 

seems to be as successful with the rod 

as with the pen, for he caught the only 

fish taken by the crowd, a splendid 

Steelhead that weighed 11 pounds.  

 

January 1925  

 

BIG STEELHEAD ENTERING RIVER 

FROM THE OCEAN  

The big steelhead swarmed into the mouth 

of the Santa Ynez river yesterday and 

the local sportsmen are anticipating 

some great sport if the mouth of the 

river is kept open. The best fishing of 

the season was reported at the mouth of 

the river yesterday, H. C. Glidden 

landing two beauties and Jas. 

Richardson and others hooked some 

good fish. The rain will make the fishing 

good from now on, sportsmen prophecy, 

as the river has raised a little following 

Sunday’s storm and the steelhead will 

follow the muddy water in from the 

ocean.  

 

January 1926 

  

PISCATORIAL GENIUS ENJOYING THE 

THRILLS OF THE SALMON SEASON  

 

The big fish are rolling in from the ocean 

these days and the sport is attracting 

local fishermen as well as sportsmen 

Dr. Dimock and Charles Reed 

Fishing the Santa Ynez 

Fish continued on page 6 
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Jack Arthur Landis 

1929-2024  
Jack Landis 
volunteered for 
years  with the 

Lompoc Valley 
Historical Society 

doing research on 
the Sybil Marston 

Shipwreck and 
history of the 
area.  He took 

excellent care of 
the Blacksmith shop and led tours there. 

Ever the artist, he discovered a passion 
for acrylic painting. Jack could be seen 

many times taking pictures and painting 
sunsets over the ocean at Surf.   Our 
condolences to  his daughter Kathy 

Badrak and family. 

On March 26, lead by Josh Smallwood, 
Vandenberg, cultural resources manager, 
a small group of board members and soci-
ety members visited point conception 
lighthouse. 

This is a link to a video by our member

Robert Schwemmer about the history.

https://youtu.be/6KEgU04MgqM?
si=DECFAMgzFdZkJiop

This is the link to a video inside the light-
house by Gene Pritchett. 
https://youtu.be/sIZwA_kYcCA?
feature=shared 

from a considerable distance. Last 

Saturday appears to have been the 

best day’s fishing this season and a 

large number of the big steelhead 

salmon were caught with light tackle. 

Mrs. John Offer was one of the most 

successful anglers on that day, having 

landed four beauties, the largest being 

over two feet in length and weighing 

eight pounds. Only a few big fish were 

caught Sunday but yesterday the 

sport, was very good and a number of 

the patient fishermen enjoyed the thrill 

of tying on to those gamey huskies. 

Today a large number have been 

attracted. to the mouth of the river by 

the reports of the big hauls. 

Fish continued from page 5 

Photos of Point 

Conception 

Lighthouse  by 

Scott Mathews 

Photography 

Celebrating 

Bill Pata’s 

100th 

Birthday! 

https://youtu.be/sIZwA_kYcCA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/sIZwA_kYcCA?feature=shared


 

An awesome day to 

Pt Conception 

lighthouse occurred 

March 26 thanks to 

Josh Smallwood of 

Vandenberg Space 

Force Base and the 

Dangermond 

Preserve. Blue water & 

skies, yellow coreopsis & green hills made 

it an extremely picturesque visit for the 

group of Historical Society Board 

members, volunteers and a couple of other 

special guests. Lunch at Jalama County 

Park was the ending of a perfect field trip! 

Clarence Ruth third grade classes had 

their field trip to the historical society. 

Docents Brian Donelson, Lynn Benedict, 

Bob Holloway, Barbara Nyman, Karen 

Paaske & Dan Dutra told stories about all 

of the wonderful things on display. The 

kids especially love the whale pot and the 

jar of rattlesnake tails! 

The house features Lompoc quilts donated 

to the society and the rose garden is 

blooming. Come by for an open house or 

on workdays Monday & Thursday 

mornings. 

Plans for enlarging the carriage house are 

proceeding. 

Hope you can attend the June 9th steak 

BBQ! 

With smiles, 

Karen Paaske 
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by Karen Paaske 

Reference Room 

Ramblings 

February, March & April 2024 

Memorials & Membership 

Welcome New Members 

Bruce Hamilton 

Joseph & Dinah Lockhart 

Edward Benhart 

Linda Rubenstein 

Robin & Lorin Bronson 

Lee Edie 

Valerie Jackson 

 

Total Number of Members: 357 

 

Memorials for 

Judy Pochini 
 

Marvin Douglass Jr. 

 
Ethel Cass Bell 

 
Lucy McCabe 

 
Betty Jo Schuyler 

 
Jerri Domingos 

 

 

 

Need help 

in the 

Carriage 

House 

about 1 

hour a month. 



 

Lompoc Valley 

Historical Society  

P .O. Box 88 

Lompoc CA 93438 

Up an d Co min g Event s. . .  

Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                            

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      , 

Dan Dutra, Jesse Jones, Karen Paaske, Don 

Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler 

Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Karen 

Osland, Julie Moore, Ed Brooks, Susan 

Warnstrom and Alvin Cabral 

  

Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne   

 

• June 9 Summer BBQ Noon 

• Aug 30 Pioneer Weekend Reunion @ 

Veteran’s Memorial Building 

• Aug 31 Open House 10 to 1 

• Sept 1 Pioneer BBQ Picnic @ Ryon Park 

• Sept 28 Open House 10 to 1 

• Oct 26 Open House 10 to 1 

 

 

 

Group Tours please contact 

lompochistory@gmail.com 

Non Profit Organization 
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COME JOIN US FOR                                     

2024 SUMMER BBQ at 

the SPANNE HOUSE 

Sunday, June 9th 

starting at Noon  




