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The First Spring

Years before this photo was taken, John Lowe bought ten
lots in Miguelito Canyon and built a 12 by 16 “shanty”. (See
diary April 21 and 26, 1875.)

THE GREEN HILLS OF LOMPOC

The ever-changing view of the south hills of
Lompoc holds a kind of fascination that transcends
description. Sometimes the fog hangs over the hills
framing a bright view of sunshine on Oak Mountain
up through Miguelito Canyon. On a clear day in the
spring, the green hills all around the valley create
a peaceful feeling which seems to shut out the
troubled world beyond.

The hills were green in 1875 during the first
spring of Lompoc colony. It had rained so much in
January and February that W. W. Broughton could-
n’t get his printing press and type across the Santa
Ynez River until the flood receded. The hills also had
touches of yellow and yellow-green from patches of
wild mustard that year. Colonists who settled in
Miguelito Canyon had to clear mustard from the
land before they built their houses.

John C. Lowe was 86 years old when he came

to Lompoc with his first wife Mary (Canfield) Lowe
and two children, William and Rosa. His 1875 diary
describes their arrival in a “wagon train” from
Santa Clara. H. W. Fabing was in charge of the
group that arrived April 10, 1875, Lowe's diary
shows that he and Bob Farrell had worked in Fa-
bing’s blacksmith shop in Santa Clara and accom-
panied Fabing to Lompoc because he promised them
work in the new colony after he shut down his shop
in Santa Clara.

What follows is Lowe's very personalized view
of Lompoc’s beginnings. The April 10 to July 4
portion of his diary has been copied and is accented
by explanatory notes and excerpts from Brough-
ton’s Lompoc Record which began publishing the
day Lowe arrived in Lompoc.

JOHN LOWE’S DIARY

April 1875

Saturday 10
Lompoke. We arrived here on the eleventh day, all
verry tired. I come up in the village and rented
a2 room. We borrowed some things from Thomas
Hearl and tonight we are keeping house again.

Lowe’s spelling and hondwriting left many
things for the late Ethel Swmith to interpret
when she typed his diary. No one knows who
Thomas Hearl was. The Lowes stayed in the
adobe ranch house according to the second issue
of the Lompoe Record: “Colonists From Sante
Clara County—Mr. Fabin and family, Mr. Smith
and family, Mr. Lowe and family, and Mr. Farel
arrived in Lompoe from Santa Clara Valley,
April 12, and all are well pleased with the coun-
try. All express great satisfaction with the
prospects and appearance of the colony and will
remain with us. Mv. Lowe wishes us to express
his thanks for the kindness with which himself
and friends have been received and treated since
their arrival, and hopes none will fail to visit
them at the ranch housge.”



Sunday 11
My first Sunday in Lompock. Afternoon I took the
day for hunting. Borrowed a gun and went out and
killed 6 quails and one rabit. Willey’s boil or sore

broke and is running tonight. He is feeling better.
Mary feels rather poorly. Warm today.

Monday 12
Down to Fabings camp of to see some wood to chop,
at home up town all over and home. Promised to go
to chopping tomorrow for Mr. Steal four foot wood
at one 50 per cord on the river bottom. Looks some
like rain.

Fabings set up camp beside China Creek
west of the ranch house. He owned the wagons
brought from Santa Clara so while Lowe was
renting o room, the Fabings “camped’ wuntil
their home was built later in the summer,

Tuesday 13
Work my first days work in Lompoe. I chopped one
cord and three quarters of wood today making about
2.75 today. I spend half hour hunting bees and
found one tree, going to but it Sunday. Gave the
bees to H. W. Fabings.

Wednesday 14
Went down to chop but did not feel well so I did not
doo but very little, Chopped about one cord of wood.
The day was very warm but cold knights, Willey is
most well.

Friday 16
Today I chopped some more wood. The weather is
cool and windy. A Mr. Hessle is chopping wood and
only one arm. He makes near one cord per day.

Wood was being corded for Mr. Steel who
was using the wood to fire his brick kiln (April
24 Lompoc Record). It is reported by old timers
that Steel jumped up and down on the wood to
pack it down to get more for his money . . .

Saturday 17
Chopping. Went down and chopped until T got one
cord and half up. Quit early, come home, went to
the store. Got me a pare boots. Chopped eight cords
since Tuesday. Very fogy to cool.

Sunday 18
Today I went down to Fabings and calculated to go
and butt my bee tree. Fabing wanted to go to church
so I went this afternoon. Got about 20 Ibs. of honey.
The day fogy most all day.

Monday 19
Fabing and me went down and caged or hived our
bees this morning. Got done and I got to chopping
at 10 oclock. I chopped and corded 114 cords of
wood and come home at 5 oclock. It was warm.
Grass wet with dew this morning.

Tuesday 20
We ground our axes. It being late I concluded to

not chop today but to go and see some lots which
we wanted to buy. We looked at them and tomorrow
we expect to come to conclusion about taking them.
The day was warm.

Wednesday 21
Went to Lompoc to the Land Company office of the
place and seen about our lots. He sold them to me
for 15 dolars per piece. I bought ten lots and I got
word that my stuff was at Gavaota.

Thursday 22
Today I hoed potatoes all day for Smith. Very tired
tonight. Fabing sent for me. Wants me to mow hay
for him tomorry. Got to see Smith in the morning
and then go and mow for Fabing the rest of the
day. Weather cool tonight.

Friday 23
Seen Smith then went off to mow for Fabing. Went
up about one mile and mowed wild oats all alone,
Very lonesome. Willey went with me but he could
not stop for it was so hot and no shade.

Saturday 24
Still went off to mowing hot as usual days very long
alone. Fabing home from Gavaota says my frate
amounts to 20 dolars.

Sunday 25
Business. I went and seen Henning and bought 5
hundred feet of lumber. Mowed the mustard from
one of my lots. Got the lumber haulled. Herd that
my furniture was on the road and it come to knight.
Frate charges 20 dol. all told. Teams, pounds and
all.

On Monday, March 21, Lowe had borrowed
Dan Moody’s team in Santa Clara to haul his
furniture to Alviso to be shipped to Gaviota.
Dan Moody came to Lompoc later,

Monday 26
Got up early come over on my lot and went to work
on my shanty and toknight we are in our own house
I built 12 by 16 covered off one way board roof.
This makes six days since I bought the lots I halled
my lumber yesterday for my shanty.

Tuesday 27

Mowed for Fabing. Quite cool verry tired toknight.
Al usually well. Weather cloudy.

Lompoc Record, May 1, 1875: “2 thousand
tons of wild-oat hay will be cut and stacked in
the Honda region . . . worth $8-10 on the
ground.”

Wednesday 28

Mowed today. Cut some very nice oats this after-
noon the day cool and cloudy. A very nice day for
work. I am tired tonight.

Thursday 29

Mowed today in tangled up grass it was hard to
cut. The sun shone some today. It rained a little



last knight verry cloudy toknight and cool. Hesser
and wife was here for supper he is building him a
shanty.

Friday 30
Went up and mowed until noon then my scythe was
too dull I could not do enything with it so I quit until
tomorrow. Worked around home afternoon. Fixed
up a place to set water. Cloudy & cool.

May

Saturday 1
Mowed all day. Cold to windy. Very tired tonight.
Mary don't feel very well. We had a picnic party
here today, a large turnout so I hear.

Sunday 2

My first gardening in Lompoc. Went down to Fa-
bings. Him myself and Bob Fare]l went down on
the bottom cached and hived a swarm of bees. I
come home they went to church. Bob was here for
dinner. He went home and Mudy and the women
folks of Fabing’s camp was all here and Hesser and
wife. T made some garden.

G. W. Moody, D. L. Moody’s brother, was
also from Santa Clara.

Monday 3

Willey started to school today. I went up and mowed
until the grass got dry then I raked up hay. Bob
come about 10 oclock and helped. Good day for
mice. I killed seven goffers. Mudy and Fabon went
to Gaviota this morning. Weather some warmer
not much wind today.

Tuesday 4

We finished up putting up hay at noon. I mowed the
afternoon. Very tired toknight. My work is most
too hard for me. Strange we get no letters, no mail
from Santa Clara no mail from no place. The
weather is quite windy.

Lompoc Grammer School — built in 1875.

Wednesday 5
Mowed today all day getting nearly done mowing
or hope I am for I am very tired of the job. Too
tired to sleep at knight. Mow until sundown then
walk one mile and three quarters threw the sandy
roads. I wont always last.

Thursday 6
Got up feeling very bad and did not go to work.
Felt too bad to do a days work. Chored around
home some. Want to go at it again in the morning.

Friday 7
Today I still am feeling rather poorly yet have felt
some better today. I done some fixon around the

bottom board of my shanty to keep the insects out.
Paid butcher.

Saturday 8

I still feel too bad to work done some choring
around home. Spaded up some ground and planted
some beet and carrot seed also some cucumber seed.
High winds all day. No fog for three days.

Sunday 9

Got up about 8 oclock this morning. After break-
fast I took up our carpet from the ground and moved
it back under the bed and then moved our stove in
as it was very cool eavnings in the shanty. Windy
as ever today.

Monday 10
Haying. Went up and raked up what hay I had done
and try to buck it up but the wind blew so hard I
could not doo enything with it. So I had to come
home at 3 oclock only making three quarters of a
day. Verry windy — not so bad as yvesterday.

Tuesday 11

Went up and finished putting up hay then I don
some more mowing. I came home early Mary is
feeling rather bad., Willy is going to school at a
private school. Have to pay one dolar and fifty cts
per month for his schooling. Not very windy today.

Willey went to Lompoe Grammer School.
The May 1 Lompoc Record explained the $1.50
charge: “The colonists will remember that on
Monday morning next the school opens in the
new schoolhouse on H Street. The school being
sustained by . . . a charge of $1.50 per scholar.
Mr. Webb, the teacher will do all in his power
to make the school what it should be . . .”

Wednesday 12
Went up the Canion and found another bee tree.
Come home got dinner then went and put up the rest
of the hay — got done in the eavning about 4 oclock,

Thursday 13
This morning I seen Fabing wants me to go down
on his farm to making fence. Went up and hived
my bees this forenoon — the afterncon I went down
on the ranch with Fabing to see where he wants his
fence made.

Friday 14
I got on one of Fabings horses at six oclock this
morning and was off for his ranch. He tells me I



In the Winter Lompoc Legacy (No. 8) an appeal was made
for a picture showing the Carrillo Adobe ranchhouse before it
fell into ruins. The Legacy editor was most pleasantly sur-
prised when Betty Peterson came with a picture from Mrs.
Edith Walley's collection of Walley family photos. Mrs. Walley
was visiting Florence Tolbert, a cousin of her late husband,
Harry Walley, where she read the Legacy with the appeal for
pictures.

Harry Walley's father was W. W. Walley, a wagon maker
in Lompoc. W. W, Walley, an excellent tenor, arrived from
MNova Scotia about the time these pictures were taken. He
joined the Baptist Church March 25, 1886.

The Adobe ranchhouse was being used as a flour mill
in the above scene. The flour mill conversion took place in
1878, The mill was operated by Dewitt C, Henning miller, and
John T. Stewart, engineer. John Stewart, whose wife was
D. C. Henning's sister, and his family lived upstairs in the
ranchhouse for years, before and after it was a flour mill.
Others who lived there were D. C. Henning's son and Ransom
Moore in their youth. They worked at the mill

The June 15, 1878 minutes of the Lompoc Valley Land
Company show that D. C. Henning and W. H. Peck (Wright
Peck, son of Orson Peck of 'Peck & Scn, Hardware' on

South H Street) were sent to San Francisco to get flouring
mill machinery. The July 13, 1878 minutes covered the hiring
of J. T. Stewart, engineer ($65 per month) and D. C. Henning,
miller ($75 per month).

The Auvgust 10, 1878 minutes read: " . . . that E. H.
Heacock be allowed te surrender his lots . . . it having been
determined that . . . the ‘Adobe’ . . . is the most suitable
place for a flour mill."”

Prior to the flour mill, the Adobe was used as the head-
quarters of the L. V. L. Co., was the first “store’” in Lompoc,
and was where wagons brought supplies from Gaviota during
the first months of the colony. Odd Fellows and Masons
records indicate their first meetings were in the Adobe.

The Adobe was on the northwest corner of South J
Street and West Locust Avenue. The picture from the hill
between H and | streets looking toward the ocean shows D. C.
Henning's home on the corner of | and Locust in the fore-
ground. Above Henning's home north of the Adobe is Kleck-
ner's boarding house built in 1875. Just off the southwest
corner of the Adobe is a very distinctive out-house with a
pyramid roof and what appears to be a full moon on the east
wall. Homes along China creek need further identification (left
to center above the flour mill stack). To the right of the stack

must start at half past five to doo a days work.
Worked untill knight making brush fence got home
20 minutes past eight tired out sick and mad of
my job.

Saturday 15
Got up feeling so bad I could not doo enything,
Sore all over. Hardly able to get out doors all day
and had the tooth ache all day bad. Wind blew all
day hard.

Sunday 16
Home. Wrote some letters — one to J. P. Lowe and

one to C. Lowe. After supper we all hans went up
the canion about one mile, Hesser and wife went
with us. Hesser is our nearest neighbor a man and
wife, no children. He has had one arm shot off.

Monday 17

Got up this morning hardly knowing what to doo.
Went to see Fabing last night told him to get another
man to go with me as I dont want to camp alone.
He promised to get another man. I made a door to
ou_rdshanty today. We aint having quite so much
wind.
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out near O and Cypress is '"Back'’ Barker's home where Frank
Barker spent his early childhood. Down the valley are ranches
described by “‘Back’” Barker in Lompoc Legacy No. 7.

In the picture looking north, to the left above center on
the corner of North L and Walnut, is the Fabing home with the
cupola on top. It was the first two-story house built in Lompoc
(1875) and is now the Pioneer Home owned by the Lompoc
Valley Historical Society.

Other homes on J Street this way from the Pioneer Home
are not as yet identified. The Catholic Church, completed
and dedicated in December 1875 is prominent on Scuth !
Street. In the foreground on South H Street is a home re-
portedly built by Edwin R. Peck, Orson Peck’s brother. It was
in E. R. Peck's home that the Baptist Church was organized
April 2, 1881.

Where | Street meets Ocean Avenue, is the Lompoc Hotel
built in early 1875. Just south of that is a building that is
now Mastro’s Restaurant. B. F. Tucker, first postmaster in
Lompoc, built it as a home in 1875, and the post office was
there. Then it was J. C. Murray's bakery shop. George Veit
bought it and used it as the ‘“Veit House”, room and board.
It was later doubled in length and became the Sherman Hotel,
then in 1911, Cousins Hotel, and in 1935, the Colonial Inn.

Across on the west side of | Street is Swanton's Hall.
The Methodist Church used the upstairs above the livery stable
until their church was built. Just this side is where Swanton
lived. His house later became Hilda's Beauty Shop. 1875
newspapers were found on the walls in a recent remodeling
by new owner, Howard Kilgore.

Looking north on H Street, the Methodist Episcopal
Church is just south of Cypress. North of Cypress, the roofs
of “downtown" commercial buildings can be seen. Lompoc
Grammer school stands alone on North H Street, and beyond
that appears to be Will Hall's barn and home which still exist
way out between North and Central avenues. Across H Street
is Dinwiddie Hal! hiding Central Market and other commercial
buildings toward Ocean Avenue. Knowing there was a band-
stand on the corner of H and Ocean makes it possible to see
it (even if it isn't there . . . ).

The M. E. Church South (Southern Methodist) built by
the Barkers and others, is between H and G Streets this side
of East Cypress. Behind its steeple may be Dockery's livery
stable on the corner of G and Ocean. Other buildings require
identification. The scenes will be enlarged and put on display
at the Pioneer Home for old-timers to tell us where their
parents and grandparents lived!

Tuesday 18

Today was quite fine I run out some lines around my
lots the forenoon the afternocon I chopped some stove
wood down on the streets. Went out about one hour
hunting bees & found three trees. They had all bin
found before.

North of Ocean Avenue was covered with
brush and trees so colonists had to clear streets
and lots before the town’s main residential area
could be developed. There was ample under-
ground water there.

Wednesday 19
Choped some stove wood for myself the forenoon
the afternoon I helped Bob Farel clear his lots. Cut
and burn brush. He come down about 5 oclock.

Thursday 20
Went and worked for Farel finishing up clearing his
lots untill noon. The afternoon I got a scythe and
mowed the mustard from my lots. I hear nothing
from Fabing conserning work he sais nothing.

Friday 21
Sick this moerning with tooth ache and have a boil



on my rist — verry sore. I went down and cut my
bee tree this afternoon. Got 8 or 10 lbs. very nice
honey. Got several stings. Weather pleasant.

Saturday 22

Hesser got a team & wagon to keep for this week.
He got them yesterday. We halled wood three loads
for me and two for Hessers. It has been warm and
windy. We are carculating to go to the coast tomor-
row Hessers family and we uns.

Sunday 23

Coasting. We got up early fore oclock and got ready
to go coasting. Started at 6 oclock. Got down there
early — distance of 12 miles. We seen the great
elephant got some shells some moss and some
curiosetys. Mrs. Fabing and Bob Farel was at our
hootllse when we got home. I took Farel’s things home
today.

Monday 24

Just rolled and tumbled with the toothache all knight
the worst knight of misery I ever seen or expear-
ienced. I have a large boil on my rist which causes
me great pain., It has eased up so I dont ache to
knight but little. Warm and no wind.

Tuesday 25

Tooth well but my Rosey sick. Boil verry sore but
its beegining to run some. Soon will be better. Was
home the forenoon the afternoon Hesser and me
spent a bee hunting. We got one swarm on a bush
lured them in a sack carried them home and rehived
them,

Wednesday 26
Rosy was some sick yesterday. She is feeling better
today. Mary gave her fisic and some tea. My boil is
some better yet not well enough for me to chop. I
hunted bees the afternoon but found none. Weather
fine.

Thursday 27
Rosy is feeling worse to knight as all day. I had to
call in the doctor for she has a very sore throat. She
don’t seem to be any better to knight. She so very
sick. Bob Farels wife come today.

Friday 28
Today I tryed to chop up some stove wood at home
and made a little fence. My boil is quite sore vet so
cant doo much. Killed time somehow. We have had
no wind to speak of this week it has been very mild
all week.

Saturday 29
Got up early and mailed a letter to Elisa and come
home. Went up the creek hunted bees but found
none. Come home eat dinner and went down &
choped some on my log or bee tree for stove wood.
Hesser & me went after hog in eavning.

Sunday 30
After dinner I hitched up the horses to the wagon
& Mary and children got in wagon and we went up
to the picnic ground to see the place. After we come
home Hesser and me went up to some camps and
bought some chickens.

Monday 31

Got up and after breakfast I comenced working to
make a place or roost for me hens and got one ready.
Hepped Hesser with his. Dr. Childs and wife come

looking at some lines and lots joining ours. Talks
strong of buying here. We went and got our chickens
toknight. I got 4 hens and paid half on the rooster.
We paid 1 dolar for him. '’

Dr. Childs’ arrival from Kansas had been
anticipated in the April 24 Lompoc Record: “Dr.
Childs, Superintendent of an Insane Asylum of
Kansas, is expected daily . . .” On Sunday,
Dec, 25, 1875, a mecting was held in Dr. Childs’
home to consider the practicality and desira-
bility of forming a wunion church of the trio
bodies: M.E., M. E. South (Methodist church-
es) and Catholic. After prayer and friendly
discussion and consultation it was resolved to
organize “The First Union Church of Lompoc”
taking the Bible as the only, and all sufficient,
rule of faith and practice. Eighteen persons
then pledged themselves to work together for
each other’s spiritual growth, in token whereof
t%qy gave each other the right hand of fellow-
ship.

June

Tuesday 1
Not geting eny thing don at all afternoon Hesser
and me went off in the hills and hunted for bees but
had poor luck. We got one sworm on a bush I put
them in the bag and fetched them home and hived
them for Hesser.

Wednesday 2
Today afternoon again we went hunting bees but
found nomne at all. Come home tired enough. T seen
3 deer and killed 5 rabets and was tired and picked
off the ticks. Eat my supper went to bed and to
sleep,

Thursday 3
Today O’Brion sent for me to go and help him hall
a load of hay I went. We did not get back untill two
oclock to late to go off to chop wood. I owed him
one dollar and payed it in work going after the hay.
Times offal dull.

Friday 4
Went down and choped some fore foot wood. Corded
up one cord and choped some more. Steal come down
and wanted me to go and take some honey from a
tree and hive the bees. I went and we got near 60
Ibs. honey. I hived the bees, charged 50 cts got my
pay.

Saturday 5
Myr. Telford, Hesser & myself went up above the
picnie ground hunting bees. T found a cave or sworm
on the rock. We took there honey about 20 lbs. Came
home that was all was found in our crowd.

Sunday 6
I took hook & line & bate A sack hatchet & pick &
started up the creek fished a spell had no luck. Hunt-
ed bees a spell had no luck. Come to my cave and
shived them in a bag & feched them home & put them
in a hive. Knight is here. All usually well.

Monday 7
Helped Mary about washing the fore noon the after-
noon I went down in the woods & stoped and corded
up another cord of fore foot wood. Seen the doctor
& promised to help him tomorra. This day was



quite windy.

Tuesday 8
Went and helped the Doctor make some ditch. Hess-
er sent a man to me wanting work don. I promised
to go & see his work in the morning. On the work
if T can get enything to doo. Weather fine. Got a
letter from Elisa with ten dolars which I. W. Can-
field owed me.

Lowe paid his doctor bills by working for
Dr. Childs. He paid his tax by working on Ocean
Avenue in December.

Wednesday 9
Went and seen my man this morning and promised
to go to work the afternoon then went and choped
some wood for the Doctor to finish up my days work
then after dinner I started grubing for Mr. Richey.

Thursday 10
Up and at it again this morning. Took out several
stumps and some small grubs. Piled brush and so
forth. Weather some windy. Feeling some better
in spirits than T have been doing.

Friday 11
Still today I am grubing & clearing I am having it
all alone. I found a hens nest where I work two
egps — took them home. We had a sprinkle of rain
and fog most all day.

Saturday 12
Still at work. Richy come and payed me 5 dolars
have a balance due of $2.00. We had quite a sprinkle
of rain today there is a dry good store opened in
Lompoc this week.

Sunday 13

I went upon the hill where Hesser and me found one
of his bees to look for the mother sworm but found
none. It got very cloudy so I come home got dinner
and went out and killed two rabets.

Monday 14
Grubbed for Richard today. He come and we run

out some lines then I went to work again. I am
choping up the timbers as I grub it out and taking
out all I come to. Weather fine. Pierce did not come
with our milk today.

Tuesday 15
Rain. Rain. We had a south east wind blowing this
morning and it commenced raining soon after noon
and kept it up all afternoon & half the knight. We
got drounded out of our shanty and went to Telfords
to stay the knight. Our house has poor roof. I
finished grubbing today.

Wednesday 16
Got up finding it most clear. Wind west. Come home
put bedding & clothing out to dry. Went over to my
neighbors borowed some boards fixed up another
room then moved things out. Took up the carpet.
Commenced digging the seller the afternoon.

Thursday 17
Commenced working at the lime kiln. I finished

emptying the kiln then bricked the arch & comenced
fllling it. Weather fine.

Stokes had a lime work at the head of Migue-
lito Canyon. The stucco for the Lompoc Hotel
walls and many eavly Lompoc homes was pro-
vided by Stokes' lime kiln.

Friday 18
Still T am working at the lime kiln prospects of it
pretty steady job of work. Domne some cleaning up
and some filling.

Saturday 19
Still working the same place got all the rock in
that there was halled then done some cleaning out
the archway, The wind blowed very hard the after-
noon.

Sunday 20
Stayed home all day only in the morning I went to
Peck’s and to Drum’s also to Dr. Childes then come
home. Childs folks called on us. Telford was in and
several others. All usually well.

e

A valley scene looking west over the cemetery toward Lompoc.
The Opera House was built in 1890 and the High School was
built in 1895. Both are in this scene. The Adobe flour mill
is still standing and indicates the photo was taken before 1900

when the old ranchhouse began to crumble. The main road
into Lompoc was still along the hill by the cemetery as it
was in pioneer days.



Monday 21
Finished up working at the lime kiln all T can doo
until I get more stone. Halled afternoon. I worked
on a dam making a begining to get wauttr on my
lots. Hesser helped me. We got fore of my friends
boards to make a lake.

Tuesday 22

Today I went up with the teamster to get rock to
fill the lime Kkiln. The teamster come from Santa
Barbara. The bricklayer found a woman there and
says good bye to Lompoc. We got two loads of rock
an? got some more ready to hall. Had a slight shower
today.

Wednesday 23
I broke up the stone and filled the kill. Partys that
held the note for the teams roat out an atachment
and Harry gave the team up. I calculate to fire the
kill tomorra

Thursday 24
Put fire under the kill this morning & worked all
day & half the night firing the kill

Friday 25
Up at six and the kill once more working 18 hours.

The kill going well. Quite a good heat for so short
a time.

Saturday 26
This morning I begin to feel some what old seting
up half the knight after working all dayl. The
weather is fine. Received twenty dolars toknight
from Stokes lime killn man.

Sunday 27
Killn very hot. Blaze out all the time. Had the blaze
out last night. Everything going on well.

Monday 28
Got up this morning & went to the kill found some
lime on the top kept the fire up untill three oclock
then come home. Old Mrs. Peck left this world of
care today. She is an old lady of this place.
Mrs, Orson Peck was Lydia (Hunt) Peck.
Two of her sons, Wright Peck and Theodore
(called Thee) and a crippled daughter, Elva
Peck lived in Lompoc. Her husband, Orson
Peck, remarried — five times — as each wife
died. He is buried next to his five wives in
Evergreen Cemetery,

Tuesday 29
Went up town & got some powder and Hesser and
me ground our axes and went and seen Richards.
He promised me some shakes to cover my house. I
borowed a gun and went a hunting the afterncon.

Seen a deer and shot some buck shot in his hips but
did not get him.

Wednesday 30
This forenoon 1 worked digging my seller after
dinner Dr. Childes come up and him and me went
off after bees but they had all gone but one sworm.
We was too late to take them so we come home,

July

Thursday 1
This morning I went down to see some timber for
making posts for Richards. Carculating to go to
work tomorrow at the posts. I come home and after
dinner worked some on my dam. Mary sick again
had the doctor tonight. She is not very bad.

Friday 2
Today I made posts for Richards made 26 hewed
them and pealed them. The weather was remarkable
warm today.

Saturday 3
Today is selabrated for the forth day of July. Mary
is feeling so bad that we can’t go to the oration. I
borrowed a shot gun loded one barl with buck shot
and went hunting killed some quails but seen no
deer. Forenoon I spent at home.

Sunday 4
Today the funeral of Mrs. Peck was preached. Mary
and me went to hear then after dinner we went to
call on Dr. Childs but they was from home. We
come home Mary feels very bad the day very warm,

John Lowe’'s wife Mary never fully re-
covered from her sickly condition. She died in
Saratoga in June, 1878.

The rest of John Lowe’s 1875 diary will be
published in a future LOMPOC LEGACY.
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