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\\\ residence building was still in good condition and

R - Jesse Hill lived there as major domo of nearby

Ethel Smith’s artist concept of Lompoc Ranch House. It was
the center of Lompoc founding activities until it fell into ruins.
It stood on the corner of J Street and Locust Avenue.

THE LOMPOC ADOBE RANCH HOUSE

When 30-year-old William Wallace Broughton
rode into Lompoc Valley in 1868 (one source says
winter 1869), he viewed the ruins of the original
Mission just east of the mouth of Miguelito Canyon.
Beyond the Mission Vieja (old migsion) ruinsg he
saw the Lompoc Rancho adobe ranch house, The
Spanish adobe, probably built for Jose Carrillo at
the end of the 1830’s, stood just north of Miguelito
Canyon on what is now the northwest corner of
Locust and J Street.

If there were other buildings in Lompoc Valley
in 1868, they were shepherd shacks like the 8 x 10
feet log cabin east of town near the Santa Ynez
River. Thomas Robinson bought 170 acres along
the river in December 1875, and for the next two
years he and his 11 to 13-year-old son, Will H.
Robinson, lived in the one-room cabin built in 1858.

Across the valley in Los Berros Canyon was
the remains of La Purisima Mission. The main

Santa Rita Rancho owned by Christie and Wise of
San Francisco.

George Long, superintendent of the Dibblee’s
San Julian Rancho, lived in the San Julian adobe.
No records tell us who was living in the Lompoc
ranch house in 1868, when he escorted Broughton
into Lompoc to view the Rancho owned by Hollister
and Dibblee.

The adobe ranch house became the center of
Lompoc colonization in the valley six years later.
Broughton returned to his home in Santa Cruz, Cali-
fornia, and told Judge E. H. Heacock and others of
what he had seen in Santa Barbara County. Judge
Heacock began a correspondence with Hollister and
Dibblee. Meetings were held at the San Julian
Rancho, and a temperance colony began to take
shape.

In 1871, a committee including Judge Heacock,
Wm. Rennie, I. L. Thurber, and John Woods from
Santa Cruz, and Elmer Daken, John Daubenbiss,
John Hames, and John Parsons from Soquel (four
miles from Santa Cruz) had spent three weeks in-
vestigating Lompoc Rancho lands. The association
then took an option to buy 45,000 acres for $300,-
000. Holdings were to be offered in “‘shares” at
$1050.00, each share to entitle the buyer to 31 acres
of valley floor and 117 acres of grazing land on the
hills.

The “Trespass Law” of 1873, which made ranch-
ers responsible for damage done by cattle and sheep,
increased the value of the Lompoc land to $500,-
000.00. This caused some delay in the colony project,
but the decision to go ahead resulted in the purchase
of 46,499.54 acres on October 19, 1874. The Lompoc
Valley Land Co. bought the “lands that embrace all
the territory of the Lompoc and Mission Vieja de
la Purisima ranchos.”



Sale of “shares” had been in progress from per-
haps as early as 1872, Mansel V. Bennett had been
in Lompoc Valley making preliminary surveys for
the colony during 1874. Stockholder’s meetings were
held September 15, 19, and October 19, 1874, at
the adobe ranch house in Lompoc Valley. Jacob
Parsons was elected President, and Q. C. Abbott,
Secretary. On September 19, “it was moved, sec-
onded, and carried the survey of said ranchos be
commenced immediately, and continued until the
location of the Town Site and the Ranchos inte
farm lots be surveyed and mapped.”

At the same meeting four blocks was “hereby
set aside in the center of town without streets run-
ing through it for a public square.” On October 19,
one month later, this was reduced to two blocks “as
a plaza of the Town.”

The streets of Lompoe were named November 6,
1874, by a committee of Henry Phelps, Judge E. H.
Heacock, and Major Wm. Jackson. They reported,
“Gents, . . . streets of the town running east to
west . . . shall be named College Ave., the second
Maple Ave., the third Laurel Ave., the fourth Chest-
nut Ave., the fifth Walnut Ave., the sixth Ocean
Ave,, the seventh Cypress Ave., the eighth Hickory
Ave,, the ninth Olive Ave., the tenth Locust Ave.,
and the eleventh Willow Ave. . . . Streets running
north and south shall be alphabetically named. Sub-
mitted, Henry Phelps, Chairman.” The town was
one mile square.

Thompson and West’s “History of Santa Barbara
County” describes the next week of events as fol-
lows: “EXCITEMENT. When the day of the sale
came a caravan, embracing an odd variety of
vehicles — four-horse stages, two-horse stages, ditto
wagons and buggies and other ‘go-carts,” besides
horses and mules with their riders — moved upon
the rancho carrying their human freight of 250 men
and 20 ladies. Many brought seed and farming
utensils all ready to go to work.”

“The cavalcade was headed by the President of
the association through which the rancho had been
bought, and by the auctioneer, and moved to the
center of the main valley, where the sale commenced.
As soon as one tract was disposed of the next in
order was announced, when the auctioneer dashed
off to a new location, carrying his red flag . . . ”

“The sale of town lots came off in the latter part
of the week., One of the corner lots sold for $1200
gold coin, while others sold as high as $800.00,
$500.00, and so on. . . . Suburban property sold for
$205.00 per acre. The grand result of the sales was
something over $700,000 of which $70,000 came
from the sale of city property.”

Meanwhile, back at the ranch: house, a fat beef
was killed every day for the company and as many

as 19 deer were seen hanging on the fence at one
time. Game and wild honey were in abundance, The
adobe ranch house was used as a store in the earliest
days of the colony. The adobe became the home of
James Stewart and his family of five children for
several years.

LOMPOC AND HOW IT GREW

“The oldest business house on South H Street
was built by Orson Peck in 1874. He and his son,
Wright, ran a hardware store there for many years.”

Between D and E Streets on the north side of
east Ocean Ave, was a large grove of box elder trees.
The early settlers cleared the underbrush away and
made benches and tables and in this grove the first
Sunday School, wedding, and funeral, were held.

John Dockery built the first livery stable in 1874
on East Ocean Ave. “Lompoc Livery and Feed
Stable — Southwest corner of G St. and Ocean Ave,
John Dockery, Propr.” (Vol. I, No. 1, L.R.)

Joe Dimock built the first blacksmith shop in
1874, on the southeast corner of “I"”” and Ocean Ave.
In April, 1875, George Frick arrived in Lompoc. He
and his brother, John Frick, opened a general mer-
chandise store in the Lompoc Hotel (already built).
In 1877, they sold the store to John and Harvey
Rudolph. The Lompoc Hotel (on the southwest
corner of Ocean and “I"), also known as the Lompoc
House, was operated by Porter and Liggett in 1875.

Broughton began publication of the Lompoc Rec-
ord in the Lompoc Hotel April 19, 1875. From April
through 1975 his “Record” becomes the record of
new businesses in town, supporting and confirming
old-timers’ recollections about the growth of Lompoc.

Broughton boasted in his first issue of the Record
that Lompoc had “a tri-weekly stage, post office,
physician, notary public, justice of the peace, and
nary a gin mill.” The tri-weekly stage was operated
by C. J. Stevens, and ran to Graciosa (Orcutt),
Santa Maria and Guadalupe, on Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday.

Also, that first Lompoc Record shows J. P. Hen-
ning had a fire insurance company on the northeast
corner of Ocean and G streets, Vol. I, No. 1).

J. W. Montgomery had a Harness and Saddlery
on South H St. Across the street (on the east side
of South H) was the Central Market delivering meat
to all parts of the valley by the Central Market
wagon.

Carl Gifford, son of the Henry Giffords, was
born April 22, 1875. This was the first birth “re-
corded” (searching Lompoc Reeords), however, Lu-
cinda Archer, daughter of the D. T. Archers, was



SOUTH H STREET LOOKING NORTH ABOUT 1885

The Hardware Store on the left of the picture was the first
business built on South H Street in 1874. Orson Peck and
his son, Wright Peck, were the owners. Dimartini and Mont-
gomery built the two stores north of Peck according to Lom-
pic Record articles in 1875. Identified in this later scene,
2nd building from Peck's Hardware “H. H. Lambert Under-
taker” (he also sold furniture). Next is a dressmaker, then

Weill's Combination Store. The large building with the
ladder on the roof is the H. S. Rudo!ph Store built in March
1877. Beyond that is the two story Odd Fellows Hall on
the corner of H and Ocean. Across H and Ocean is George
Roberts original Land Office building. Lompoc Grammer
school is in the background.

— Photo provided by Harvey Rudolph.

born Feb. 9, 1975, prior to the advent of the news-
paper in Lompoc.

On April 26, a dairy land sale took place down
the valley, and over in Honda Canyon. John Dauben-
biss was building a road over to Honda to make
that valley available to land buyers. Broughton sug-
gested a cheese factory be built there.

Early in the spring of 1875, Frank Swanton
began a two-story building for a livery stable. He
lived in a small house next to it. The upstairs over
the stable was used for dances and social meetings
for many years and was known as Swanton’s Hall.
It was nearing completion July 12, 1875. Years
later it was moved to South H Street and became
Eagle’s Hall.

George Roberts built a small house for the Land
Office on the northwest corner of H and Ocean.
(Roberts was the secretary of the Lompoc Valley
Land Company, and recorded all the sales.)

Diagonally across H and Ocean from the Land
Office building, secretary George Roberts had car-
penters at work on a new building, designed for a

drug store for Bidlack and Green. Dr. Bidlack was
operating out of Guadalupe and was in Lompoc

Tuesdays and Saturdays. He had a drug store supply
in the Lompoc House as early as April 10, but the
drug store wasn’t completed until after May 5, 1875.
Green was Robert’s brother-in-law, and it was his
“medicine” that the temperance ladies spilt all over
his drug store later that year.
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On May 12, 1875, Mr. Dimartini was erecting a
general store on South H Street just north of Peck’s
hardware store and next to Montgomery’s Harness
shop. He was an uncle of A. P. Gianini, founder of
the Bank of Italy (now Bank of America).

The first laundry was run by a Chinaman named
“Louis”. He was in business for about 20 years.

Late in May, Broughton recorded: “Our business
men are wisely drawing around a business center
by moving their buildings to H and Ocean. Nothing
looks so uninviting as a scattered town. The butcher
shop is most centrally located now.”” The butcher
shop was owned by James Sloan, John Brown and
J. Carruthers. It was called the “Central Market”
and was just south of the alley on the east side of
South H Street. Their slaughter house was on the

northwest corner of Cypress and A streets.

Early Lompoc Records indicate that the Post
Office was in Peck’s Hardware store on South H
Street. B. F. Tucker became Postmaster, and moved
the Post Office to his home on South “I” Street.

In May, the Lompoc House was completing an
addition. Early photos from the hill show this hotel
ran east and west facing “I”’ Street and in the corner
of “I” and Ocean. About that time, Broughton re-
ported that a bakery would soon be in operation.
After working all day in his Law Office, Broughton
wrote his “newsy” columns in long hand on yellow
tablets, and added to his note about the coming
bakery, “The Lord furnishes everything but bread;
that we get at the bakers”.

Mr. Conner started an opposition stage line, and



ROBERTS LAND OFFICE
Northwest corner H and Ocean

prices plunged to 50c for a trip to Guadalupe.

James W. Webb, a preacher in the Christian
Church and a school teacher, arrived in Lompec with
his family and began teaching in the new school
house on North H St. on May 3, 1875. He preached
there every Sunday.

Mr. F. Kleckner built a private boarding house
near the old ranch house.

Also in May, Mr. Steele assured the Record office
that he would have a fine kiln of bricks burning.
Broughton remarked of their superior quality, and
thought there would be a market for them in San
Francisco.

Mr. and Mrs. Orson Peck celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary on May 18, 1875. A lot of the
townfolks turned out at the grove of trees to help
them celebrate. They actually had come to Cali-
fornia for her health, and had lived in Goleta before

moving to Lompoc. Though highly spoken of as
a healthy climate, Lompoc did not cure Mrs, Peck.

She died June 28 that year, and was Lompoc’s first
death.

The cemetery was originally by the river near
where “Robinson” bridge was built later. The land
company voted to move the cemetery to its present
site on Nov. 13, 1875. A few graves had to be moved.

In June, 1875, Broughton printed the following:
“The town is a wonderfully healthy infant for only
seven months old.” He listed the town’s businesses.
[We'll try to do our best to identify owners in
parentheses — if we miss a few, it’s because a hun-
dred years later, no one is around to remember,]

One Hardware Store (Peck)

Three Grocery Stores (Demartini; Rudolph; H.
E. McNealy)

Bakery (?)

Butchers (Sloan, Smith and Carru-

thers)

Two Harness Shops (Montgomery; ? )

Printing and Newspaper (Lompoc Record —
Broughton)

First class Hotel (Lompoe House—Liggett
and Porter)

Two Livery Stables (Dockery; Swanton)

Drug Store (Bidlack and Green)

Post Office (Tucker)

Bootmaker (McGee)

Large Boardinghouse (Kleckner)

Notary Public (Broughton

Laundry (“Louis” — Chinese laun-
dry)

Justice of the Peace ()

Then he mentioned that several Chinamen “had
come to Lompoc for the purpose of procuring abalo-
nies now so abundant along the beach”.

The July 10, 1875 Record reported: “Within one
vear, 80,000 sheep gave way to 200 families, and
the colony is growing daily.” The first year in
Lompoc created a lot of calouses, 2s hundreds were
engaged in the process of grubbing out tree roots
preparing the land for crops. The grub-hoe and axe
were still the chief instriments in use even into the
fall of 1875.

In early July, Mr. Stokes had just opened his
second Kkiln of lime and “it proves to be most superior
for finishing work. The Lompoc House is hard
finished throughout with Lompoc lime. Stokes lime
quarry was at the head of Miguelito Canyon.

ROBERTS DRUG STORE
Southeast corner H and Ocean



Lompoc, from the hill *“10 years later'". The Catholic Church
with twin towers, left foreground, was built in 1875. Above
it across the valley slightly left is the Pioneer Home built by
H. W. Fabing. In the center of town the Lompoc House
is visible on *“I" and Ocean, Swanton's Hall is just to the
right this side of it. To the right of Swanton’s Hall on H
Street from South to North is the Methodist Church (Cypress
and H), the buildings shown on Page 3, and the Grammer
schoo! prominent in the background. On the east side of H
Street is Dinwiddie Hall. To the right, toward the ruins, is

LOMPOC IN 1885

the South Methodist Church, On G and Ocean is Fashion
Stables. Dockery's Stable was on this side of Ocean and
was gone by the time this picture was taken. In the fore-
ground are the ruins of the “old” la Purisima Mission
destroyed in the 1812 earthquake. The crevice was supposed
to have originated in that quake. Joshua Barker's house is
just below the hill in the center of the picture. His brother,
Green Barker lived next to the Mission wall on the right of
the picture. The lonely house on South H Street was built
by Orson Peck's brother, E. R. Peck. The house is still there.

In mid-July, Fabing had nearly completed his
new blacksmith and wagon shop and was erecting a
harness shop next to it. He had purchased the
Ocean Avenue property from John Daubenbiss early
in May.

McGee, a bootmaker, set-up shop July 28, 1875.
I. Soule, a dentist came to town about the first of
August, and on Sept. 11, a new barbershop was
established by Mr. Farrell in the Lompoc House.

The first steam grist mill was built in La Salle
Canyon by John P. Henning in the fall of 1875. On
Nov. 13, he received his burrs and other machinery.
Thousands of bushels of corn had been produced by
Lompoc farmers, and the mill was an important
addition to the colony.

The Dec. 8 Lompoc Record reported: “Thirty
new dwellings are now in process of construction
throughout the town and valley. One of our towns-
men, while viewing Lompoc and its surroundings
from the hills back of the town counted 123 dwell-

ings. What a contrast between the present and one
year ago, when none but the ranch house could be
found in all this beautiful valley.”

FIRST JAIL

The first jail in Lompoc was not much bigger
than a chicken coop and ‘“fell victim to Halloween
pranksters” in later years. It was located between
G and H Streets north side of the alley behind Din-
widdie’s Hall and the Central Market. The minutes
of an 1876 Lompoc Valley Land Company meeting
give great credit to the principle of Temperance and
state that only one “petty” case was acted upon
during the first 18 months of the colony. The jail
may be the second building to the left of the steeple
of the South Methodist Church in the 1885 scene
from the hill. (Above.)

The writer believes the two blocks north of



J. F. DINWIDDIE'S STORE AND HALL

CARRILLO'S LOMPOC ADOBE IN RUINS.

— from Juna Harris' Album.



Sale of *““shares” had been in progress from per-
haps as early as 1872. Mansel V. Bennett had been
in Lompoe Valley making preliminary surveys for
the colony during 1874. Stockholder’s meetings were
held September 15, 19, and October 19, 1874, at
the adobe ranch house in Lompoc Valley. Jacob
Parsons was elected President, and O. C. Abbott,
Secretary. On September 19, “it was moved, sec-
onded, and carried the survey of said ranchos be
commenced immediately, and continued until the
location of the Town Site and the Ranchos into
farm lots be surveyed and mapped.”

At the same meeting four blocks was ‘“hereby
set aside in the center of town without streets run-
ing through it for a public square,” On October 19,
one month later, this was reduced to two blocks “as
a plaza of the Town.”

The streets of Lompoc were named November 6,
1874, by a committee of Henry Phelps, Judge E. H.
Heacock, and Major Wm. Jackson. They reported,
“Gents, . . . streets of the town running east to
west . . . shall be named College Ave., the second
Maple Ave., the third Laurel Ave., the fourth Chest-
nut Ave,, the fifth Walnut Ave., the sixth Ocean
Ave., the seventh Cypress Ave., the eighth Hickory
Ave., the ninth Olive Ave., the tenth Locust Ave.,
and the eleventh Willow Ave. . . . Streets running
north and south shall be alphabetically named. Sub-
mitted, Henry Phelps, Chairman.” The town was
one mile square.

Thompson and West’s “History of Santa Barbara
County”” describes the next week of events as fol-
lows: “EXCITEMENT. When the day of the sale
came a caravan, embracing an odd variety of
vehicles — four-horse stages, two-horse stages, ditto
wagons and buggies and other ‘go-carts,” besides
horses and mules with their riders — moved upon
the rancho carrying their human freight of 250 men
and 20 ladies. Many brought seed and farming
utensils all ready to go to work.”

“The cavalcade was headed by the President of
the association through which the rancho had been
bought, and by the auctioneer, and moved to the
center of the main valley, where the sale commenced.
As soon as one tract was disposed of the next in
order was announced, when the auctioneer dashed
off to a new location, carrying his red flag . . . ”

“The sale of town lots came off in the latter part
of the week. One of the corner lots sold for $1200
gold coin, while others sold as high as $800.00,
$500.00, and so on. . . . Suburban property sold for
$205.00 per acre. The grand result of the sales was
something over $700,000 of which $70,000 came
from the sale of city property.”

Meanwhile, back at the ranch: house, a fat beef
was killed every day for the company and as many

as 19 deer were seen hanging on the fence at one
time. Game and wild honey were in abundance. The
adobe ranch house was used as a store in the earliest
days of the colony. The adobe became the home of
James Stewart and his family of five children for
several years.

LOMPOC AND HOW IT GREW

“The oldest business house on South H Street
was built by Orson Peck in 1874, He and his son,
Wright, ran a hardware store there for many years.”

Between D and E Streets on the north side of
east Ocean Ave. was a large grove of box elder trees.
The early settlers cleared the underbrush away and
made benches and tables and in this grove the first
Sunday School, wedding, and funeral, were held.

John Dockery built the first livery stable in 1874
on East Ocean Ave. “Lompoc Livery and Feed
Stable — Southwest corner of G St. and Ocean Ave,
John Dockery, Propr.” (Vol. I, No. 1, L.R.)

Joe Dimock built the first blacksmith shop in
1874, on the southeast corner of “I” and Ocean Ave.
In April, 1875, George Frick arrived in Lompoc. He
and his brother, John Frick, opened a general mer-
chandise store in the Lompoc Hotel (already built).
In 1877, they sold the store to John and Harvey
Rudolph, The Lompoc Hotel {on the southwest
corner of Ocean and “I”), also known as the Lompoc
House, was operated by Porter and Liggett in 1875.

Broughton began publication of the Lompoc Rec-
ord in the Lompoc Hotel April 19, 1875. From April
through 1975 his “Record” becomes the record of
new businesses in town, supporting and confirming
old-timers’ recollections about the growth of Lompoc.

Broughton boasted in his first issue of the Record
that Lompoc had “a tri-weekly stage, post office,
physician, notary publie, justice of the peace, and
nary a gin mill.” The tri-weekly stage was operated
by C. J. Stevens, and ran to Graciosa (Orcutt),
Santa Maria and Guadalupe, on Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday.

Also, that first Lompoc Record shows J. P. Hen-
ning had a fire insurance company on the northeast
corner of Ocean and G streets, Vol. I, No. 1).

J. W. Montgomery had a Harness and Saddlery
on South H St. Across the street (on the east side
of South H) was the Central Market delivering meat
to all parts of the valley by the Central Market
wagon,

Carl Gifford, son of the Henry Giffords, was
born April 22, 1875. This was the first birth “re-
corded” (searching Lompoc Records), however, Lu-
cinda Archer, daughter of the D. T. Archers, was



SOUTH H STREET LOOKING NORTH ABOUT 1885

The Hardware Store on the left of the picture was the first
business built on South H Street in 1874. Orson Peck and
his son, Wright Peck, were the owners. Dimartini and Mont-
gomery built the two stores north of Peck according to Lom-
pic Record articles in 1875. Identified in this later scene,
2nd building from Peck’s Hardware *‘H. H. Lambert Under-
taker” (he also sold furniture). Next is a dressmaker, then

Weill's Combination Store. The large building with the
ladder on the roof is the H. S. Rudolph Store built in March
1877. Beyond that is the two story Odd Fellows Hall on
the corner of H and Ocean. Across H and Ocean is George
Roberts original Land Office building. Lompoc Grammer
school is in the background.

— Photo provided by Harvey Rudo!ph.

born Feb. 9, 1975, prior to the advent of the news-
paper in Lompoc.

On April 26, a dairy land sale took place down
the valley, and over in Honda Canyon. John Dauben-
biss was building a road over to Honda to make
that valley available to land buyers. Broughton sug-
gested a cheese factory be built there.

Early in the spring of 1875, Frank Swanton
began a two-story building for a livery stable. He
lived in a small house next to it. The upstairs over
the stable was used for dances and social meetings
for many years and was known as Swanton’s Hall.,
It was nearing completion July 12, 1875. Years
later it was moved to South I Street and became
Eagle’s Hall.

George Roberts built a small house for the Land
Office on the northwest corner of H and Ocean.
(Roberts was the secretary of the Lompoc Valley
Land Company, and recorded all the sales.)

Diagonally across H and Ocean from the Land
Office building, secretary George Roberts had car-
penters at work on a new building, designed for a

drug store for Bidlack and Green. Dr. Bidlack was
operating out of Guadalupe and was in Lompoc

Tuesdays and Saturdays. He had a drug store supply
in the Lompoc House as early as April 10, but the
drug store wasn’t completed until after May 5, 1875.
Green was Robert’s brother-in-law, and it was his
“medicine” that the temperance ladies spilt all over
his drug store later that year.



Lompoc, from the hill 10 years later’. The Catholic Church
with twin towers, left foreground, was built in 1875. Above
it across the valley slightly left is the Pioneer Home built by
H. W. Fabing. In the center of town the Lompoc House
is visible on *I"” and Ocean, Swanton's Hall is just to the
right this side of it. To the right of Swanton's Hall on H
Street from South to North is the Methodist Church (Cypress
and H), the buildings shown on Page 3, and the Grammer
school prominent in the background. On the east side of H
Street is Dinwiddie Hall. To the right, toward the ruins, is

LOMPOC IN 1885

the South Methodist Church. On G and Ocean is Fashion
Stables. Dockery’'s Stable was on this side of Ocean and
was gone by the time this picture was taken. In the fore-
ground are the ruins of the ‘“old La Purisima Mission
destroyed in the 1812 earthquake. The crevice was supposed
to have originated in that quake. Joshua Barker's house is
just below the hill in the center of the picture. His brother,
Green Barker lived next to the Mission wall on the right of
the picture. The lonely house on South H Street was built
by Orson Peck's brother, E. R. Peck. The house is still there,

In mid-July, Fabing had nearly completed his
new blacksmith and wagon shop and was erecting a
harness shop next to it. He had purchased the
Ocean Avenue property from John Daubenbiss early
in May.

McGee, a bootmaker, set-up shop July 28, 1875,
I. Soule, a dentist came to town about the first of
August, and on Sept. 11, a new barbershop was
established by Mr. Farrell in the Lompoe House.

The first steam grist mill was built in La Salle
Canyon by John P. Henning in the fall of 1875. On
Nov. 13, he received his burrs and other machinery.
Thousands of bushels of corn had been produced by
Lompoc farmers, and the mill was an important
addition to the colony.

The Dec. 8 Lompoe Record reported: “Thirty
new dwellings are now in process of construction
throughout the town and valley. One of our towns-
men, while viewing Lompoc and its surroundings
from the hills back of the town counted 123 dwell-

ings. What a contrast between the present and one
year ago, when none but the ranch house could be
found in all this beautiful valley.”

FIRST JAIL

The first jail in Lompoc was not much bigger
than a chicken coop and “fell victim to Halloween
pranksters” in later years. It was located between
G and H Streets north side of the alley behind Din-
widdie’s Hall and the Central Market. The minutes
of an 1876 Lompoc Valley Land Company meeting
give great credit to the principle of Temperance and
state that only one “petty” case was acted upon
during the first 18 months of the colony. The jail
may be the second building to the left of the steeple
of the South Methodist Church in the 1885 scene
from the hill. (Above.)

The writer believes the two blocks north of



Ocean Avenue between G and I Streets were re-
served for a town plaza. Only the land office was
built there until after the Lompoe Valley Land
Company was dissolved in 1881. “Lompoc Colony
— Part II” in a future Legacy, will show the com-
mercial development of those blocks.

DINWIDDIE HALL

John Franklin (Frank) Dinwiddie came from
Yolo County to Lompoc in 1875. He had been a
school teacher; however, in Lompoe, he built a
“large commodious” building known as “Dinwiddie
Hall”, and ran a variety store on the ground floor.
The upper story was a large hall used for public
purposes. Dinwiddie Hall was built in early spring
1876, south of Central Market on South H Street.
In later years, the building was purchased by the
Foresters and became known as “Foresters’ Hall”.
Dinwiddie sold out in 1880.

Christmas, 1886, the colonists held a party com-
plete with tree and trimmings in Dinwiddie Hall.
Some of the fathers were downstairs in Dinwiddie’s
store when they noticed that the floor above them
moved with the weight of the crowd upstairs. Each
man quietly gathered up his family, taking the load
off the floor. After that, posts were installed down-
stairs to support the dances and parties upstairs.

AN APPEAR FOR PICTURES
AND DOCUMENTS

Somewhere in Lompoc in an obscure photo album
or an old box of pictures there must be a picture of
the adobe ranch house. The building was 150 feet

long, 100 feet wide, and was two stories high and
must have been photographed by someone before a
steam flour mill was put in it and it melted into
ruins by the 1890s.

There are probably other rare photographs of
early Lompoc scenes that would make a lot of us
delighted if they were brought to light. We need
pictures of the following:

Peck’s Hardware Store

Lompoc House

Dockery’s Livery Stable

J. P. Henning’s Insurance Office
Montgomery’s Harness Shop
Swanton’s Hall

The old public Band Stand

Ete.

While looking for old pictures, if by chance,
diaries or letters describing early Lompoc are found,
the Historical Society would be very pleased to make
copies of significant paragraphs!
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