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Eprror’s Note: Maost of this quarterly bulletin
was written by Myra (Huyck) Manfrina. Al-
though it is her first “by-line”, she has made
stgnificant contributions to each “Lompoc
Legacy”. Your Legacy editor gets a lot of
pleasure out of discovering old photographs
Myra has never seen, then watching her eyes
light-up as she exclaims, “Well, I'll be danged

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF “PIONEER DAYS”
by Myra Manfrina

THE LOMPOC PIONEER SQCIETY started
after a triple celebration held in Lompoc on Nov. 11,
1925, The signing of the peace pact between Ger-
many and the Allies, the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of the town of Lompoc, and the opening
of the new modern paved highway from Lompoc to
Harris Station (provided for in the election of Dec.
9, 1924) was the occasion for the Grand Jubilee that
was attended by 10,0060 persons.

There was an opening salute at sunrise, a mam-
moth parade, a program at Ryon Park with a free
barbecue at noon, horse races, football game, bicycle
races, a movie in the evening at the Opera House,
fireworks between halfs at the ball game and after
the picture show at night, donated by the Japanese
association, and three dances, one at Foresters Hall,
another full house at Odd Fellows Hall and one at
the Opera House where the hall was also filled. The
residents were even jolted at 5:30 a.m. by a slight
earthquake, getting things off to a rousing start!

Visitors came from as far as San Luis Obispo —
to ride over the new road, and many from Santa
Maria. 1200 feet of tables had been built for the
picnic and 14 fine beefs were barbecued. Coffee,
beans and bread made up the menu. 1800 people
were accommodated at each sitting at this monster
barbecue.

This was the Golden Year of Lompoc’s history.
Fifty years had brought the remaining pioneers and

their children to their golden anniversary so it was
decided to throw a celebration that would climax all
celebrations before it — this would be the biggest
“blast” the wvalley had ever seen — and it was!
Every man, woman and child who had ever lived in
the valley returned if they were physically and finan-
cially able. Every organization, school and business
was represented in the two-mile parade.

When the celebration drew to an end, a man on
the stage held the crowd for an instant as he said
“Folks, we have enjoyed one of the finest get-togeth-
ers most of us have had in many a day. How about
making it a yearly occasion”. The “Ayes” were loud
and long — thus the yearly meeting of the Pioneers
was born. A committee was formed and in 1926, on
Saturday afternoon, July 25, the Pioneers met in
Foresters Hall for tea, visiting and viewing old
photographs, then in the evening had a dance at the
opera house, so well attended there was not room
for one more “square” on the huge floor. After the
picnic lunch Sunday at Miguelito Park, A, G, Balaam
called the first meeting to order and election of the
first officers resulted in James Sloan as president,
Mary Saunders, vice president, Mr. Balaam, secre-
tary and Alex McLean treasurer. Then, as it is now,
the only requirement for membership is that the
individual be a pioneer, a descendant of a pioneer
who located in the valley 25 years ago, or who has
lived in the valley for 25 years.

The last few years invitations are sent to out-of-
town pioneers—anyone having invitations they wish
to have sent can contact Mrs., Emil Scolari, Other-
wise addresses are obtained from a list kept over
the years and those whe have signed the register
the year before.

Both the Pioneer and Historical Societies are in-
terested in preserving the local history — they do
this by collecting artifacts from the families who
wish to give them, by collecting pictures of people
and scenes of Lompoc and displaying them in the
museum, in albums and in special displays — the
historical society photographs your pictures if you
just wish to loan them. Diaries, letters, old papers
— any memorabilia connected with Lompoe — is
welcome as are old fashioned clothes (to display on
models), furniture, kitchenware, linens, books, toys,
all to display at the Pioneer Home of the Lompoc
Valley Historical Society, and in the museum.



THE DUTRAS
by Vance Newcomb

Gerald Dutra, this year’s president of the Lom-
poc Pioneer Society, inherited a warm, open friend-
liness from his parents. His father, Jerome (Jerry)
Dutra is a native of Lompoc, born in December, 1901
in Lompoc Canyon (Bear Creek) west of town. His
mother, “Lillie” Elizabeth (Serres) Dutra was born
in August 1904 in Constance, Nebraska. Jerome and
Lillie Dutra were married June 3, 1924 where she
lived in Arroyo Grande, and celebrated 50 years of
Lompoc married life last year during the Lompoce
Centennial.

After working the Bill Rennie ranch four years,
they negotiated with Wm. Cooper I and began farm-
ing on their own on Cooper’s Rancho La Vina on
the Santa Rosa road the year the depression hit.
They stuck with it and raised beans and day, and
reared four children during those hard times. People
didn’t travel very far from home in those days, so
there were lots of parties, family get togethers, pic-
nics and barbecues,

The annual Pioneer Days were just another ex-
cuse to have a grand time together. Besides the bar-
becue and picnicing at Miguelitc Park, the Dutras
recall that dancing was a big part of Pioneer cele-
brations. In those days, everyone knew how to

square dance. There were callers like Jim Allen and
John Day and music flowed from the likes of Babe
Grossi’s accordian, but most anyone could take a
turn at calling. Folks learned to square dance at
socials at their own distriet school like Artesia and
La Purisima schoolhouses.

Jerome Dutra’s father, Anton Dutra, came from
the Azores about 1871 as a 13-year-old lad. Anton’s
father was captain of a cargo ship and he sailed his
son to Boston. From Boston, Anton worked his way
across the U.S. He was herding sheep when he
arrived in California. He married Marianna Silva
at the San Luis Obispo mission in 1881. She died in
1886, and he married Rose Anne Netto in San Luis
Obispo in 1887, Anton and Rose moved their family
to Bear Creek, Lompoe, in 1900 (where Jerome was
born), and then to Four Corners in 1906 where they
owned their own farm. The Dutra children attended
La Purisima school.

After working a year at the Celite plant (now
JM), Jerome Dutra went back to farming that he
knew best. He worked for Wm. Rennie, then was a
share cropper both at the Cooper ranch and later,
back on the Rennie ranch.

That’s where you’ll find Gerald Dutra, harvest-
ing beans just like his dad, on Nora Rennie’s ranch.
In his spare time, he made plans for this year’s
Pioneer Days.

1875 PIONEER FAMILIES
by Myra Manfrina

Last year the Centennial Book'et
“Lompoc, The First 100 Years', had
sketches of those Lompoc families who
arrived in 1874 or who were land buyers
in that year, who had descendants still
living in the valley. Now 10I-year fami-
lies, they are: Archer, Bailey, Barker,
Caudill, Cooper, Day, De la Guerra, Dibb-
lee, Dimock, Downing, Fabing, Griffin,
Hall, Hendricks, Henning (both DeW:itt
and J.S.), Hodges, Hollister, Huyck,
Leege, McClure, Moody, Mullenary,
Nichols, Olinger, Olivera, Reed, Rennie,
Richardscn, Ruffner, Roberts, Sanor,
Slean and Summers.

This following section covers the 100-
year families who arrived or bought land
in 1975 who have descendants living
today in Lompoc.

ARKLEY FAMILY PORTRAIT — 1897
Sons: Jack, Bill and Charles; William
Wallace and wife Agnes; Emma, Elsie,
May and Clara.

Clara married Samuel Westrope, a
blacksmith, farmer and peace officer in
Lompoc. Sam worked for Will Arkley
several years before marrying “the
boss’s daughter”. He and Will gathered
a big audience in 1897 when they
brought into Lompoc the first combine
harvester, pulled by 32 head of horses.
Many years he farmed the old Arkley
ranch, and his son, Neal, continued to
operate it many years after Sam’s death,
selling it for the airport in 1959. Two
other Westrope children, the late Arkley
Westrope and Agnes, who is the widow
of Monroe Hamilton. Neal and Agnes
are the two descendants of William and
Agnes Arkley in Lompoc today.

Elsie Arkley married John Dimock,
grandson of Joseph Dimock, Lompoc's
first blacksmith. Their home was out
near the southwest bank of the Santa
Ynez River at Robinson Bridge.

WILLIAM WALLACE ARKLEY engaged
in farming in Lompoc on a large scale,
was very ingenious with machinery, in-

W. B. Holland of Santa Rita. Children:

LUCIEN ADELBERT CRAFT was 18
years old when he arrived in Lompoc,
Oct. 1875. It was an advertisement of
the Lempoc Land Colony in a Chicago

venting several articles of grain-threshing
machinery. Of Canadian origin, he and
his wife, Agnes Dunn, had lived in Sara-
toga, Ca., before coming to Lompoc.
First in Santa Rita District, then a farm
on Leege Avenue, they finally settled on
a 40 acre farm 114 miles north of Lom-
poc (now Lompoc Airport and Lions Inn
area) where they spent their last years.
Their children, Charles, John and May,
were born in Santa Clara County. Six
more were born in Lompoc, William, Em-
ma, Clara, Elsie, and two who died in
infancy. William was the third child to
be born in the new Lompoc¢ Colony and
Emma and Clara were the first twins.
Charles was a Lompoc City Council-
man in 1920. He and his brother John
were early livery stable operators. His
wife was Mabel Holland, daughter of

Harry, Evelyn and Allen. After Mabel's
death Charles married Sara B. Michel-
son, who was Elementary School princi-
pal 1918-1923.

John O. Arkley married Grace Hib-
bits, daughter of John B. Hibbits, who
settled in Santa Lucia Canyon about
1881. ‘"Jack” Arkley was ten years
deputy sheriff for County Sheriff Nat
Stewart, another Lompocan, in Santa
Barbara. One of Jack’s duties was super-
vision of the ‘‘chain gang''. They moved
to Garden Grove in 1912 where they
pioneered in the orange and avocado
industry.

May married Irwin E. Taylor, William
married Olive Streeter, daughter of
Thomas, of Santa Rita, and Emma mar-
ried Frank Coker. All moved from Lom-
poc after marriage.

newspaper that led Michigan farmer
Josiah McDonald to write to San Fran-
cisco for a copy of the first edition of
the Lompoc Record — April, 1875 —
subscribing for six months. So attractive
did Editer Broughton paint the Lompoc
Valley with his accounts in those papers
that Josiah, his wife, Sarah Elizabeth,
and their children (Lucien was her son
by former marriage) pulled up stakes and
headed for Lompoc by train to Sacra-
mento, a river boat to San Francisco,
anather boat ““The Ancon’ to Santa Bar-
bara, a voyage of three days, and there
hired a hotel man to bring them to
Lompoc, picking up a carpenter who was
to build them a house.

Recalling the arrival in Lompoc,
Lucien stated that the family ate their
first meal at the old Lompoc Hotel, which



LUCIEN ADELBERT CRAFT

was located on the southwest corner of
“|"" Street and Ocean Avenue (across
from Moore’s). On the ground floor were
the lobby and dining room as well as a
store operated by George Frick, and the
first Lompoc Record office.

Lucien helped in 1876 to build the
road from Lompoc to Pt. Concepcion —
it took three weeks, a crew of five, work-
ing with picks, shovels and axes, and
camping in Jalama canyon. The only
crops then were bheans, barley and
potatoes.

In the absence of any residences for
rent, the family of eight children and
two parents lived in a bakery until their
home was built. McDonald built his
home on North "0 Street, later the
home of his other stepson, John Craft.

Sarah had been married first to Char-
les Craft, who died in the Civil War.
Their four children, Lucien, John, Sarah
and Frances, and the children she had
by Josiah: Arch, Isoline, Vinnie and
Ellery, all settled in Lompoc, later moving
elsewhere. Lucien and his wife, Sarah
Rogers, daughter of Elisha and Sylvia
{see Sylvia's story in this issue), had
Frances, Lyon, Charles Elmer, Lee, May
Pack, Henry John, Lillie Scaroni Evans
and Ella (Mrs. Loyd Gehr). Mrs. Gehr
and her family, and Lucille (Scaroni)
Geer, a daughter of Lillie, are the Craft-
McDonald descendants here.

CYRUS DOUGLASS came to Lompoc
for the land sale of Jan. 1876, arriving
in late Dec., 1875. He bought a 40 acre
farm with a house on it from Mr. Down-
ing — returned to gather his family and
belongings in Hollister and moved to
Lompoc. When they arrived in the Fall
of 1876 Cyrus couldn't find the farm-
house—it was hidden deep in the mus-
tard that had grown house high during
his absence. He rebuilt the house, and
since the land was partly cleared he
started right out with his farming which
he did successfully until his death Oct.,
1902. His wife, Armilda, died here in
her 90th year, July, 1941, Besides his
40 acres on the road they soon began
to call Douglass Avenue, he rented 200
acres across the river, raising wheat and
barley. Home crops were beans and
mustard, with a small orchard. Both
Cyrus and Armilda were instrumental in
the organization and building of Artesia

School, now a Santa Barbara and Lom-
poc City Landmark, relocated to the El
Camino School grounds.

In 1938, Cyrus and Armilda's son,
Luther Douglass, built a new home where
the old two story famity home had stood,
using much of the original lumber that
was hauled from Chute Landing back in
1874. That home is now the home of
Mr. and Mrs. James Beattie, Sr.

Of the seven Douglass children:
Daniel, Charles, Lester, Mary Annie, Lu-
ther, Daisy and Ernest Arthur, only the
descendants of Charles and Luther re-
main in Lompoc today, Charles' daugh-
ters and their families: Mrs, Russell B.
McClellan and Mrs. Max Wilson, and
Luther’'s daughter, Elsie Sperber and
family, his son, Anderson Douglass and
his great-granddaughter, Eileen Ward,
descendant of Luther's other son, the
late Marvin Douglass.

JOHN C. LOWE crossed the plains
from Wisconsin to California in the
1860's as a blacksmith in a wagon train
led by Henry W. Fabing. They lived in
Santa Clara until 1975 when Henry, who
had bought land in Lompoc in 1874,
asked John C. if he would go to Lompoc
to work for him. (John C. had been
blacksmith in Henry's shop in Santa
Clara.) So it was that John, his wife,
the former Mary Elizabeth Canfield, and
their two children, William and Rosa,
came to Lompoc — arriving on Saturday,
the 10th of April, 1875.

The following is from his diary: “Fri-
day 9, Hurah Raw for Lompoke. We
expect to arrive at Lompoke tonight.
Traveled untill fore oclock. Crossed the
river and camped on the bank of the
river. Warm. Saturday 10, Lompoke. We
arrived here on the 11th day, all verry
tired. 1 come up in the village and
rented a room. We borrowed some things
from Thomas Hearl (?) and tonight we
are keeping house again . . . Tuesday
13, work my first days work in Lompoc.
| chopped one cord and three quarters
of wood today, making about $2.75. |
spend haif hour hunting bees and found

John Jr., Amer and Viola Lowe (Graton)
with their father, John C. Lowe.

one tree.. . . gave the bees to H. W.
Fabing.” (In a2 later Legacy the 1875
diary of John C. Lowe will be printed in
its entirety.)

Mary Elizabeth (Canfield) Lowe died
in June, 1878 — she had contracted a
cold on the journey to Lompoc and
never regained her health. Son William
Lowe married Edith Eva Horn, daughter
of Marion Horn. Wm. Lowe was a build-
ing contractor and carpenter. Their Lom-
poc descendant is Katherine Flynn Fitz-
gerald, now Mrs. W. P. Tucker, who is
their granddaughter a nd daughter of
Marian Lowe who married Martin Joseph
Flynn.

The daughter of John C. and Mary
was Rosa Belle who married Daniel
Rhodes who farmed what is now part of
the Hilburn ranch, on DeWolfe Avenue.
Rosa and Daniel’s son Allen Rhodes, and
his wife (Amelia Perozzi) are Lompoc

CYRUS DOUGLASS FAMILY PORTRAIT
Annie, Daniel, Charles, Lester, Luther
Arthur, Cyrus, Daisy, Armilda



residents.

In 1880 John C. Lowe married Mrs.
Ada Mathieson Taylor and they raised,
besides her son, Earl Taylor, five more
children: Minnie Mae, John, Ada, Amer
and Viola, the latter, the widow of Louis
Graton, is a resident of Santa Maria.
Minnie married Albert Miller and had
Frieda, Amer and May. Frieda, (Mrs.
Tony Stanich) is her Lompoc descendant.

HENRY E. McCABE and wife, Eva
Collar, lived at the Lompoc Landing in
the early days. They moved out to Santa
Cruz from Michigan, then joined the
stream of Santa Cruz and Santa Clara
Valley families rushing to Lompoc
Colony, a paradise with rich fertile lands
and the big attraction — temperance!

His first job at the wharf brought
Henry $2.50 per day and board. George
Anthony was then superintendent. After
a month the Lompoc Land Co. allowed
him to build a house on company land
near the wharf—he was to care for
the property. There Eva boarded the
workman. By using his team to grade
at the wharf Henry got his salary raised
to $4.00 per day. He was also to attend
to the freight and steamers that landed.

When high seas took out the wharf
the first time, Oct. 19, 1876, Henry was
the last man off before it collapsed. For
rebuilding, the pilings were brought from
San Francisco by boat, floated ashore
and pulled up by donkey engine. (A
wharf story will be written in a later
Legacy edition.) While on the coast Eva
caught sea gulls for their feathers to
make pillows.

McCabes later homesteaded 160
acres in Santa Lucia Canyon and farmed
the land. They were instrumental in
getting the school started — Santa Lucia
School — which had a span of life from
1888 to 1892, then the children went
to Aguaje over in Purisima oil fields to
the east. Henry had a small apiary and
shipped honey and his other produce
from the landing. Sometimes he took
the boat to San Francisco and bought a

HENRY E. McCABE

years' supply of groceries for the family.

Many times the river was too high
and treacherous to cross, cutting Santa
Lucia families off from Lompoc for weeks
at a time. Their route to town was
through Pine Canyon, fording the river
at Dyer Crossing (Fioradale), down Flora-
dale to Ocean and east to Lompoc. After
each storm, a new crossing would have
to be broken—a horse, or several horses,
were led back and forth, packing the
quicksand hard so that horses and wag-
ons wouldn’t get stuck.

So that their children could continue
their education into high school, Henry
and Eva moved their family into Lom-
poc, buying a home at the south end
of M Street that was built by her parents,
Abram and Abigail Collar. The big white
house stood like a sentinel at the base
of the hill until about 1944. Then in
1917 Henry and Eva built another home
at 121 South L where they lived out their
lives. Henry died in 1925 and Eva in
1932.

Their children were Harry, Carl, Lena
and Floyd. lena is the only survivor of
the four. Her family—she married James
Holioway, a farmer and great fiddle play-
er who played a mean “Turkey In The
Straw” for the square dances for years
— still live in Lompoe — Dr. J. Fenton
Holloway and Erwin Holloway. Carl was
Deputy County Tax Assessor and Lom-
poc City Treasurer for over 40 years. His
widow, the farmer Hazel Bean, occupies
their long-time home on the northwest
corner of L and Cypress. Floyd and his
wife, Mabel Camp, lived out their lives
in the last home of the Henry McCabes
on L Street. He had an auto-tire busi-
ness which is continued today by his
sen, Stanley. Harry, the eldest child,
managed the ranch until it was sold to
an oil company. In 1904 he brought
Leella McAdam as his bride to the ranch,
where they lived several years, later
building a home at 902 North H Street
(a realty office today). The big pine
tree still standing on the site was hrought
from Pacific Grove in a gallon can by
Vi Callis about 1929. On retirement,
Harry and Leella bought a home on
South O Street where Leella still enjoys
the flowers that she and Harry planted.

JOHN CLARKE MURRAY was a
saddler and harness maker, and in 1908
became manager of Spanne's new hard-
ware store. He married Clara L. Tucker,
the daughter of BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

JOHN CLARKE MURRAY

TUCKER and Emily Hecox. The Tuckers
arrived in Lompoc in 1874 and featured
in much of the early history of the
valley.

Benjamin Tucker was Lompoc's first
postmaster — 1875 to 1886. He was
agent for Wells Fargo Express, had a
tri-weekly stage service to Santa Maria;
was Justice of the Peace In 1884, was
the leader of Lompoc’s first band and
orchestra in 1875, and when he had the
time did carpentering.

Children were |da, married first to
Clark Powers, a Lompoc Record editor
about 1880, and second to Jack Sargent,
widower of Mary Louise (Kelley) Sargent
who was murdered by an Indian in 1881;
Cyrus Tucker, an express agent and
married to Carrie Kimball, whose brother
was also a one time Lompoc Record
owner; Charles Tucker, a printer and ex-
press and telegraph agent—both Charles
and Cyrus at one time were proprictors
of the “Cheap Cash Store’” on the north
side of the 100 block of West Ocean
Avenue; and Clara Tucker, wife of John
C. Murray.

The Murrays had two children:

THE HENRY McCABE RANCH IN SANTA LUCIA CANYCN
Harry, Bessie, Floyd, Lena, Carl, Mrs. and Mr. McCabe



Emilie, wife of W. H. Wallin who was
connected with the Purisima cil fields;
and Frank Henderson Murray, whose wife
was Mabel Von Antwery. Clara Murray
once managed Sherman House now Mas-
tro’'s) when it was a hotel and rooming
house. Frank's daughter, Louise (Mrs.
Stanley Lawrence) and her family are the
Lompoc descendants of John C. Murray
and Benjamin Tucker.

Another bit of Tucker family history
connected with Lompoc is that Emily
Hecox Tucker's brother, Adna Hecox, ac-
companied W. W. Broughton on the stage
from Santa Cruz Nov. 1-3, 1875, on
occasion of the Lompoc land sale.

CAMILLO RIOS and his family of 11
children came to Lompoc from Rancho
Paso de los Robles, which had been
granted to his father, Don Petronillo
Rios, in 1946 by Governor Alvarado.
Petronillo owned San Miguel Mission and
built his adobe there — the building is
now called Caledonia Adobe and is under
restoration by San Luis Obispo County
Parks and Beaches Dept. It is located
south of San Miguel Mission near the
101 freeway.

Camillo’s family was born in the
adobe — Canuto, Mrs. Josefa Frazzi,
Frank, Mrs. Mary Long, James, Justo,
Egobilo, Teresa, Charles, Steve and Mrs.

- Victoria Mounier, the iatter born just be-

fore the move to Lompoc. Camillo was
a tall handsome man with white beard
and drove big teams pulling wagons of
grain brought to Lompoc for shipping.
The big wagons and Camillo made a very
impressive sight rolling into Lompoc —
up to the early use of trucks.

The family of Charles Rios remains in
Lompoc — his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Her-
bert C. (Myrtle Pierce) Rios, and her
family. Charles was a barber from age
21 in about 1887 until his death in 1934.
An advertisement in a 1894 newspaper
read: “‘Electric Barber Shop — Lompac,
Burtch & Rios. Warts and moles re-
moved, Dandruff tonic always on hand,

Charles Rios, son Bert, Grace Rios, and
little daughter Ramona, who died as a
child.

razors, shaving, hot and cold baths and
first class singeing and shampooing.”
In 1900, Rios Tonsorial Parlor advertised
shaving, hair cutting, shampooing, baths.
His shop for many years was at the
present Western Auto location, on West
Ocean Avenue.

Charles Rios married Grace Smithers,
daughter of Rev. John Smithers, preach-
er at the Baptist and Christian Churches,
who had come straight from England
with his family in 1890, via a special
pullman car from their ship in New York.
They had been here three days when
they made arrangements to buy the Ben
Capp ranch of 15 acres, called “Espe-
ranza’’ in Miguelito Canyon. So one
month after leaving London, they be-
came owners of a ranch in Lompoc
Valley.

The Charles Rios home was on the
northwest corner of Ocean and K Street
— the palm trees remain today, and the
two-story house on the back of the lot
was moved there in about 1932 — it
was the Episcopal parsonage originally,
located on North H Street. Their son
Bert and his family lived there several
years until they bought their South L
Street home. Bert, whose death occured
in 1971, was 34 years with Johns-Man-
ville, retiring in 1960 as assistant pur-
chasing agent.

The old Rios home was destroyed by
the fire department in the 1960s. Grace
and Charles also had a ranch and cabin
up LaSalle Canyon for many years, where
Charles raised a large truck garden —
supplying all his friends with vegetables,
and where they entertained a good por-
tion of the then small population of
Lompoc with picnics and barbecues.
Their first big picnic was in 1926 at what
they called ‘'Los Alamitis”. Rose and
Earl Neiman bought the ranch from the
Rios family in 1937.

SYLVIA DANIELS ROGERS came to
Lompoc in 1875, a widow with five
daughters and a son. She worked as a
cook for a ranch crew. Her children
were ETHEL COOK, a daughter from her
first marriage to a Mr. Cook — Ethel
married Charles V., Anthony whose father
was an early Lompoc blacksmith: ISA-
BELLA ROGERS who was the wife of
John H. “Mike” Sweeney, a dairyman
and rancher for whom Sweeney Road
was named; SARAH ROGERS who be-
came the wife of Lucien Craft — see his
story in this section; ADA MABEL RO-
GERS, whose husband George Douglas
Owen bought 716 acres of the Santa
Rosa Rancho in 1912 when it was sub-
divided, and later sold out to Tom Parks
and moved to Santa Barbara; EFFIE RO-
GERS and GEORGE ROGERS. All the
Rogers children were from her marriage
to Elisha Henry Rogers.

In 1879 Sylvia married James Wash-
ington Allen, a rancher and farmer who
lived out in Honda District at the base
of Mt. Tranquillion. Allen had a beacon
on top of the mountain to warn ships.
It was there at the foot of the mountain
that Sylvia’s last child, Lila Allen, was
born, in 1881, and a year later Sylvia
died. James Allen had his good friends
and neighbors, Elias and Zerilda (Stice)
Swaope, raise his haby daughter — most
of his step children were grown by this
time. Lila and the Swaope children, Mary,
David, Ella, Nancy, Cinda and Almira, all
attended Bear Creek School, then in
1892 the whole family, including Lila,
moved into Lompoc. John Spanne

SYLVIA DANIELS ROGERS ALLEN

bought the Swope ranch.

Lita Allen married Lincoln Jacobs,
son of Capt. Samuel Jacobs, a lumber
dealer in Lompoc’s colony days. Link
was an apiarist.

Sylvia Rogers Allen has in Lompoc
the following descendants: grandchild-
ren: Miss Eva Jacobs and Ray ‘‘Pocley”
Jacobs and his family, Lila’s children;
granddaughter Elta Gehr and her family
—she is the daughter of Sarah and
Lucien Craft; great granddaughter Lucille
Scaroni Geer — daughter of the Craft's
daughter Lillle Scaroni; and great-grand-
daughter Mrs. Phillip Bryson (lla Callis),
whose grandmother was Isabella Swee-
ney and parents were Sylvia “Vi'" (Swee-
ney) and Frank Callis, and Mrs. Bryson's
family.

JOSEPH FLINT TOLBERT bought
land here in 1875 and moved from San
Luis Obispo with his wife, Emma, in
1876, settling on a ranch near the pres-
ent H Street bridge. Part of the land
later flooded away so they moved to a

Joseph (lefty and Emma (right) Tolbert,
with son and wife, Fred and Nellie (Gul-
dager) Tolbert, about 1915.



ten acre ranch in Miguelito Canyon, in-
creasing the acreage over the vyears by
buying adjacent land. Joseph planted
orchard until there were 1500 trees. He
had bought this ranch from Roland
Machin, Lompoc’s first county super-
visor, in 1892. (Santa Barbara County
Supervisors are lodking for a picture of
Mr. Machin if anyone knows of one.) In
1912 Joseph purchased the Ryan resi-

dence on West Ocean and L Street, de-
scribed then as the most beautifully kept
home and garden in town. Along the
alley on North L was a hedge of climb-
ing white roses and roses bloomed in
the parkway with the rest of their lots
in vegetable garden and orchard. This
home was burned in 1965 by the Lom-
poc Fire Department to make way for
modern building.

Emma was the daughter of James
and Martha (Downing) Brown, and re-
lated to the Lompoc Downing family.
Son Fred Tolbert continued ranching in
Miguelito Canyon many years, retiring to
Halycon where he died in 1967. His
widow, Florence, the daughter of Sadie
Walley, came to Lompoc in 1926 from
Nova Scotia, and makes her home in
Lompoc.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles LaSalle

LA SALLE CANYON NAMESAKE
by Myra Manfrina

Charles W. Larzelere (changed to LaSalle) was
born in Seneca Falls, N.Y. in 1834, His wife, Clarin-
da was born in Illinois. They were married in 1866
in Oregon. He died in 1916 at the La Salle Canyon
home and she died in 1932 in Lompoc.

As a youth Chas. La Salle followed the call of gold
and in 1954 came to California and mined in Nevada
County then in Jacksonville, Oregon. After mar-
riage he and his wife came south, settling in Los
Olivios, then to Goleta in 1870 and to Lompoc, buying
the La Salle Canyon land, which was then called
Rodeo Canyon. The canyon name was changed after
his move there — probably just became the popular
name for it and it took.

Joy LaSalle Dreyfus said that in Oregon friends
found the easier pronunciation to be LaSalle, so
rather than continue corrections, Mr. LaSalle went
along with it until few realized it was not the true
family name of Larzelere.

Children were: Clarinda, a school teacher, died
in 1898 at age 30; Charles A,, Vernon, and Joy, who
married Gaston Dreyfus, a produce broker many
yvears in Lompoe. With Joy’s death in 1974 the
family of LaSalle Canyon is no more. There were
no descendants.

LaSALLE SCHOOL

21 Feb. 1888 — Board of Supervisors to consider a
petition presented by Charles LaSalle and others for
a new school district to be carved out of Maple and
Artesia districts.

¢ April 1888 — Lompoc Journal: A new school dis-

LaSALLE SCHOOL
TEACHER JOSEPH MILLER, 1895-97

trict has been created out of Maple and Artesia to
be called LaSalle.

29 June 1888 — The LaSalle schoolhouse is progres-
sing towards completion. The school was opened
last Monday with Miss Clara LaSalle as teacher, but
closed on account of measles.

20 July 1888 — The trustees and people of LaSalle
school district are to be congratulated on their good
judgment and planning so nice a school building as
now adorns their lot at the junction of Rodeo Road
and Ocean Avenue.

29 Jan, 1889 — The school in LaSalle Canyon was
open in Jebruary with Miss Clara LaSalle as teacher.

TEACHERS AT LaSALLE SCHOOL

Clara LaSalle — Feb. 1889

Idella Rudolph — rest of 1889-1890

Clara LaSalle — 1890 to Jan. 1892

Emma A. Day — 1892-1893

Fred Coryelle — Spring 1893

Walter Moore — Fall 1893-1894

Olive Pierpoint — 1894-1895

Joseph Miller — 1895-1897

Daisy Harmon — 1897-1899

Mrs. Mattie Saunders — 1899-Jan, 1900
Daisy Harmon — 1900 thru June 1900

Mrs. Mattie Saunders — 1900 thru Feb. 1903
Mrs. Clara C. Clark — 1903-1904

Mrs, Mattie Saunders — 1904 thru Jan, 1905
Mrs. Clara Clark — Feb. 1905-June 1905
Mrs. Mattie Saunders — 1905-1906

Amy R. Johnson — 1906-1907

Bertha Johnson — 1908-Jan. 1909



Lillian Boyd — Feb. 1909 thru June 1909
Lily J. Dodge — 1909-1910
M. Cooper — 1910-1911 — school closed

TRUSTEES AT LaSALLE SCHOOL

Trustees of LaSalle school thru the years were:
William Fisher, William Cantlay, Nat Stewart,
Byard Davidson, C. Leeb, Joseph S. Reed, Morgan
Rudolph, Charles LaSalle, John Dwight McCabe,
Mrs. Charles LaSalle, Oren Rudolph, Samuel Single-
ton, James Franklin Lewis, Matt Howerton, Porter
Buchanan, Augustus Leege, John Houk and Mrs.
J. D. McCabe.

THE SCHOOLHOUSE

When the 1910 school year got under way, there
were not enough school age children in the LaSalle
canyon area to keep the school open. Sometime
during the year, LaSalle School was closed and the
few students were divided between Artesia and
Maple schools.

The schoolhouse was moved to 235 North G
Street in 1911. Among owners were Clarence Hen-
ning and Judge J. F. Frick. Additions were made
to the building, however, the basic schoolhouse struec-
ture can still be seen, and has been preserved very
attractively. Mr. and Mrs. Louis Grossi bought the
place in 1934, and their daughter and husband, the
Leo Archers, present owners, have lived there since
1937,

ONE STUDENT’S MEMORIES

Alison Richardson Flanagan attended LaSalle
School in 1903 when she was six years old, for just
a short two or three months. Her teacher was Mattie
Saunders. Alison and her parents, Ben and Jessie
Richardson, were living with Alison’s grandmother
Catherine Richardson and her aunt, May Richard-

LaSALLE SCHOOL STUDENTS, 1900

Mattie Wright Saunders was teacher — upper left. Top row:
Bertha Johnson, Ovita Davidson (Mrs. George Horn), Fred
Singleton, Bill Wright, Lee Davidson, Harvey Wright and Chester
Saunders. Bottom: Raymond Veit, Edward Robinson, Lyon
Bissinger, Eli Saunders, Elsie Veit, Evelyn Saunders, Bertha
Rudolph (Mrs. Oscar Carr), Clara Johnson, Walter Singleton.

son, on the King place on Douglass Avenue. Alison
remembers her mother took her to school with horse
and buggy.

“It was just a typical one room school — indi-
vidual desks — with the three R’s, readin’, ritin’ and
‘rithmatic, and spelling—there were all eight grades
— while everyone studied one would go up front to
the teacher and recite the lesson on reading, or do
board work. The little red outbuildings were quite
large — three holers — all painted red. I remember
contrasting it with Lynden where I first went to
school — we had parties and entertainment and put
on a program at Lynden — I remember we three
little girls got up on the platform and recited a verse,
and mine was: ‘I'd rather be a violet, With eyes of
deepest blue, And Live in some sweet shady spot,
And sip the morning dew.” There were box socials
and those things, but at LaSalle during the time I
was there, there were no parties nor community
gatherings.”

In 1914 the Ben Richardson family moved to La-
Salle Canyon —in a little house on the LaSalle
ranch, which her father farmed. Later they bought
Frank Moore’s house which stood on the east side of
the road near the canyon entrance. The Antonio
Dettamanti family had lived in this house — they
called it the “yellow house’” — prior to the Richard-
son’s buying it. Antonio had a dairy in the Honda
— over the hill to the south. Much of the Honda
traffic went through LaSalle, or it went by way of
Miguelito Canyon.

LaSALLE CANYON

John P. Henning bought a parcel of land in 1874
in Rodeo Canyon, later known as LaSalle Canyon.
In 1875 he started a flour mill there on his land. He
brought the Burrs, the rough stones, to grind the
flour and meal from San Jose. The Lompoc Land Co.
bought the mill from John P. Henning and moved
it to town to the old adobe on South J Street.

Besides Henning and Charles LaSalle, a list of
families associated with LaSalle Canyon includes the
Carrs, Oren Rudolphs, Davidsons, Moses Hobbs,
Clyde Huycks, Nat Stewart, Halls, Singletons, John
McCabes, Leeges, Fishers, John C. Murrays, Frank

CHARLES RIOS LaSALLE CANYON RANCH — 1925 to 1937



Moores, and Dettamantis.

There was a diatomaceous earth quarry in La-
Salle Canyon. J. P. Donovan restarted it in 1919
after a long closure. A. C, Whitemore reported in
August 1919 that “the new LaSalle warehouse re-
cleaning plant is almost ready to operate and that
the equipment is the best and right up to date”.

In somewhat more recent years, canyon residents
include Charles Rios, who built a cabin out of scrap
lumber, and the Louis Fairbanks family. Louis
Fairbanks and family moved to LaSalle Canyon in
1934. On the LaSalle ranch, Fairbanks and his son,
Kenneth, farmed a small acreage, raised beans, hay
and planted 3/, acre to berries. He was noted for his
dahlias and Lompocans would drive out on Sunday
just to see them. He also had a croquet court, under
big redwood trees, used by many friends after
Church on Sundays.

The old garage there was part of the old flour
mill used by the colonists.

There was a soft water spring in LaSalle Canyon
and old timers drove to the canyon to fill their five
gallon jugs with delicious spring water. There was
a faucet and hose, and on top of the post there was
a coin box for a donation of 1c¢ to 5¢ per gallon.
Money went to Vern LaSalle, who lived on the ranch.
Louis and Kenneth would help Vern clean out the
cement tank back up in the hill and Kenneth said
about two months out of every year they had to
shovel sand which looked like sugar erupting from
the spring — then it would clear up.

Fairbankses would help Vern LaSalle with his
bees, extracting honey from the combs at night —
Vern sold honey in five gallon cans. He was also a
trapper of coyotes, skunks, wildcats and raccoons,
and sold the furs.

At the diatomaceous earth plant Charlie Dean
was foreman. Louis Fairbanks worked there part
time, hauling material down the canyon to LaSalle
warehouse and onto box cars. In 1936 Kenneth
Fairbanks became foreman and a new section of
quarry was developed. When the plant closed in
1939 Ken stayed on as nightwatchman. In 1940 he
married Mary Dettamanti and they remodeled the
little house at the plant, later moving into a little
house next to the Fairbanks place which Ken, his
father and Harry Walley converted from a 20x30
foot chicken house. After 12 years in the canyon,
in 1945 the Fairbanks family moved into town.

Two young men who lived in a small house up
the canyon used to bootleg during prohibition, and
there is a tree with cleats on it where they would
climb up to watch for the sheriff — but he finally
caught them,

Rose and Earl Neiman, bought 414 acres about
one mile up LaSalle Canyon from Mrs. Charlie Rios
in 1937 and moved into Rios’ old eabin on April 1,
1938. There was no plumbing of any kind and no
electricity in the two room cabin, however, there
it so they had plenty of water, but had to carry it
up to the sink. Neiman put up a 300 gallon tank
and pumped water into it by jacking up one hind
wheel of an old Model T Ford and put a belt on it
to run a centfrifugal pump.

One of Harry Sloan’s ranches is on the corner
of Ocean Avenue and LaSalle Canyon—that is where
LaSalle Canyon used to come out (before they re-
aligned the road). James Sloan and family live on
the Sloan ranch in a home that he and Earl Neiman
built in 1966.

Neiman says:

“We tried a trailer court in 1942 but we never
had over four trailers because people couldn’t get
tires for their cars (war rationing). We finished our
house in 1945 and the landscaping a few years later.
We could sit on our porch and watch the Model T
Ford Race go by — they always included Stewart
grade at the top of LaSalle Canyon because it was
a real grind for the old Model T’s.” (1936 and 1937.)

“We put in a concrete block water tank in 1947
and a sprinkling system and put in Red and Golden
Delicious apple orchard in 1948 and raised some
wonderful apples. But it didn’t pay, so pulled them
and tried bush berries in 1957. Berries developed
Crown Rot and nothing could be done for it so we
took them out and planted permanent pasture and
raised a heifer or two each year. Most of the time
we lived up the canyon we had and raised a horse
or two just for our own pleasure. We bhuilt a red
barn on the hillside with hay storage above and
stables for the horses below. We finally sold the
place to Paul Beaumont in 1970.”
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