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Copy No. 25 “ A RESPECTABLE TOWN" Spring 1980
THE EVERETT FAMILY HISTORY of Lompoc, was promlsmg.'The article continues tha? the
factory would be manufacturing boxes for the famous Pismo
Edward Everett is the Lompoc Pioneer Society president clams packed by the Brooks Canning Company of Pismo.
for the 1979-1980 year. The story of the Everett family in- The can company contract did not deter the Everett
volvement in Lompoc history follows below. MC:Sf “pre- Brothers from offering the services of their mill to the local
Vandenberg” residents perhaps remember Edward’s father, population. An advertisement in the May editions of 1913
Charles Everett, best for his 34 years service in the Lompoc Lompoc Record “wish to announce they are prepared to ex-
Fire Department, many of those years as Fire Chief. ecute orders for apple boxes of all kinds, at reasonable

prices.”

The Everett Brothers were no strangers to the Lempoc
Valley before the founding of their box factory. Their father,
Edward Augustus Everett, had emigrated to California dur-
ing the Civil War, at the age of 2. He and his wife Mary Ann
Elizabeth had settled in Cambria in 1867 to engage in the
dairy business. He later became the founder of the Har-
mony Valley Creamery. Charles was born at Harmony
Valley in San Luis Obispo County in 1880. Bert was born
six years later, in 1886, at Miles Station, three miles south of
San Luis Obispo. The Everett family also included another
brother George and a sister Annie.

By the age of fourteen Charles had developed a thriving
business by selling the game he caught around the area in
which he lived. The sloughs near Miles Station supplied him
with quail, rabbits, ducks and geese. He dressed and
prepared them and shipped the supply by train to San Fran-
cisco where they were used by the city’s restranteurs. His
brother, George was a partner in the business venture.

The public record in 1912 shows that Charles and Albert,
“Bert”, bought lots 27 and 28 on Block 52 in Lompoc
Township. That particular site was located on F and
Chestnut Streets. A planing mill stood on the property with

The Everett Brothers box factory, about 1910, corner of F street
and Chestnut Avenue.

October 4, 1912, a news item appeared in the Lompoc
Record under the heading of “Another New Enterprise”. It
described “a lumber yard to be operated in connection with
the Everett Brothers Planing Mill and Box Factory . . . which
will be started in the near future.” The Evereit Brothers,
Charles and Bert, had been soliciting business for their
enterprise in Arroyo Grande, San Luis, Oceano and Pismo Charles, Bert and George Everett, with “Murphy” the Mule at
Beach. The outlock for such a factory, in the growing town ] Camp Nelson.




Charles Everett in the Planing Mill about 1911.

a house adjacent to it. This became the Everett Brothers
Planing Mill and Box Factory and operated under that name
for the next 23 years. Another enterprise developed by
Charles and Bert was called, appropriately, the Everett
Building Company. Under Bert's management, the building
company constructed homes, businesses, barns and
bridges, many of wich are still occupied and useful today.
The Paulin Carpet, Moore’s Department Store, the Coast
Guard Station at Point Arguello and numerous other houses
are examples of this productive firm. The houses they built
were sturdy and forthright, without pretensions, but able to
withstand gracefully the ravages of time.

The Everett Brothers had come to Lompoc as bachelors,
and lived in the house next to the planing mill. Business pro-
spered and the mill continued to supply boxes to the fruit
and vegetable farmers of the area. On a trip to Arroyo
Grande Charles met a young woman, Maude Fodrill
Saucerman. An independent young lady, she had come
from lllinois to Arroyo Grande tc work as a compositor for
the Herald Recorder. They were married in Ventura on
November 9, 1914 and returned to Lompoc to set up
housekeeping in the house next to the mill.

The Lompoc Record was becoming increasingly vocal in
its criticisms in the early 1900’s in what it saw as significant
inadequacies of fire protection in the city of Lompoc.
Ronald Adam wrote in his editorial of April 12, 1916, that
“the fire of the first of the week brought home again the
wastefulness and inadequacy of an unorganized system for
fire fighting . . . The department should be reorganized at

Typical Everett House.

once and an efficient man placed in charge to direct practice
and take charge of fires. Apparatus is adequate for the pre-
sent with exceptionally fine water pressure. All that is need-
ed is someone who knows how to handle it.” The municipal
fire depariment was proving itself, time and again, to be
useless in the face of the threat of fire.

Public pressure and the constant urging of the Record
prompted a meeting to be held on May 26, 1916 at the
library. The topic was the possible remedies for the situation.
Suggestions were made, warnings issued but it was not until
dune that a step was taken. Charles Everett was appointed
to the positon of chief engineer. L.F. Bell was his assistant
and Ronald Adams was second assistant.

Evereit began at once to organize a more effective fire
fighting force. With the acumen which made his planing mill
thrive, he utilized the equipment and personnel already
available to the maximum. This is testified to in a news item
of December 14, 1917: “The fire department has shown lots
of pep in getting the fire at the s.w. part of town. The fire
department was at the scene only five minutes AFTER THE
WHISTLE sounded”.

Wedding picture, Charles and Maude (Saucerman) Everett.
November 9, 1914.



All the while the Everett family members were moving in
their individual ways. In 1917 Bert married Persis Douglas
in Lompoc. He was still very involved in the building com-
pany. His energies in the years to come included active and
enthusiastic participation in the Sea Scouts and Rotary
Club. Bert and Persis had two children, Douglas, who is
now a pharmacist in Twin Harte, California; and Jean, who
works in Santa Barbara. Charles and Bert’s sister Annie
married Edwin Whitlock, a merchant in Arroyo Grande, in
1911, and remained there for the rest of her life. They had
three children. Philip is a chemical engineer for ARCO,
Glenn is a professor at Redlands University and Elliot is an
attorney in San Bernadino. One of the Everett brothers,
George, moved to Tulare, California in 1900, married a
young woman named Dolly Curry, who died in childbirth in
1919. The parents Mr. and Mrs. Edward Everett moved
from Oceano to Lompoc, living in a house on M Street. The
senior Mr. Everett farmed acreage just west of M Street,
south of Ocean Avenue.

The 1920’s and 30’s were a busy productive time for the
Everetts of Lompoc. Each member of the family shared his
talents, trying to improve the quality of life for themselves
and neighbors in their hometown. They began an orchestra
which was truly a family effort. Bert played the coronet,
Charles the violin, and when they came for a visit, Annie
played the piano and George the saxaphone. They
presented selections for various social functions and groups
such as the Methodist Church. Maude became and remain-
ed passionately active in groups: the Methodist Church, the

MODEL-T FIRE ENGINE, 1922 or 1923, CHARLES and SON, ED EVERETT.

Republican Women (a district representative at one time),
the Campfire Girls and the Alpha Club. One of her loves
was singing and she was the main-stay of the Methodist
choir, and the annual community chorus presentations of
Handel's Messiah.

In 1920 Edward Lyle was born in Lompoc, the son of
Charles and Maude Everett. His childhood and young
adulthood were spent here, attending its schools, enjoying
the freedom and adventure offered by the open spaces sur-
rounding Lompoc.

During the mid 1920s to the 30’s Charles built a boat
which he used at Avila Beach. The family spent the summer
at a house there and Charles, for relaxation, would carry
fishermen to the waters in that area.

Charles and Bert constructed a house on M Street which
became Charlie and Maud’s home in 1926. They were now
living next door to his parents. Charlie and Bert were still co-
partners in the mill and construction company. During the
30’s, this was expanded to include a rock crushing aperation
located on Highway 1 south of Highway 246. It produced
an aggdregate used in construction.

Charlie was, of course, still highly involved in the fire
department, changing and improving it as time went on. His
annual report to the City Council for 1929 illustrates the
simplicity and effectiveness of past days.

In 1935 Charlie was appointed full-time fire chief for the
city of Lompoc. It had grown beyond a pari-time effort
because Lompoc was growing and so was its need for effec-




Maude and son, Ed Everett.

tive fire prevention. The Fire Department also had other
duties. In 1930 the Kiwanis Club had purchased an am-
bulance. It was given to the city and the Fire Department
was charged with answering the calls for assistance. Charlie
and the firemen became the ambulance drivers, when need-
ed. His son Ed, “Chiefie”, was able to help him when he
became old enough. In 1930 the transportation of a patient
to Santa Maria, with driver and attendant, was $5.00, to
Santa Barbara the fee was $10.00.

Everett Brothers Quarry on Hiway 1 between 246 and
Santa Rosa Road.
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Charles Everett and Lompoc friends, fishing out of Avila.

When Charlie became full-time firechief, he and Bert sold
the mill to Joseph Stephenson. Later, Lloyd Mcore would
own it and it stands today as Moore Mill and Lumber.
Charlie also phased himself out of the construction business,
leaving Bert the sole owner. Bert continued the Everett
Construction Company until the mid 1950’s, when he
retired to manage the Court Motel on G Street.

Charles Everett, Fire Chief, about 1930.

In 1943 two paid firemen were hired. This was a first for
the Fire Department. It had traditionally relied totally on
volunteers to man the equipment.

In 1942 Charlie sold some acreage to the Federal
Government as part of the military installation which
became Camp Cooke. This was the beginning of the far-
reaching effect that World War Il would have on everyone.
From 1943-1945, due to a severe manpower shortage,
Charlie and Maud lived in the rooms above the fire station.
They rented their house to a military family stationed at
Camp Cooke. Their son, Ed, enlisted in 1942 and toured



1932 Meteor Ambulance, standing by the Model-T Ford races
during the mid - 30°s.

Europe with the 3rd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army for

the next two years.

Charlie remained dedicated to his position as fire chief un-
til 1950 when he retired due to a heart attack. He remained
active, however, by caring for several horses at his property
in Miguelito Canyon. It became a favorite place for many
young people and Charlie enjoyed their company. Many
adults today remember afterncons spent riding along the

Pfc. Ed Everett, Palermo, Sicily during World War Il

hills behind Lompoc on one of his horses. On June 16,
1955, Charlie Everett died, leaving behind a worthwhile
legacy to both family and friends. His brother Bert had died
a year earlier in 1954.

Charles Everett, with his favorite Palamino, “Honeymoon’,

Charlie’s son Ed had attended St. Joseph’s School of
Nursing in San Francisco during the early 40's after
graduating from Santa Maria Junior College. He received
his degree as a Registered Nurse in 1942 Service in the Ar-
my followed quickly but not before he married Louise
Arango, a fellow student at St. Joseph’s, that same year of
1942. After his term in the service he and Louise lived in Los
Angeles where he worked for the Los Angeles City Receiv- ~
ing Hospital and was also supervising surgical nurse at Lin-
coln Heights Jail. Their two children, Ed Jr. and Mary, both
born in Los Angeles, arrived on the scene in 1945 and 1947
respectively. Ed attended night school during these years at
Cal State Los Angeles, where he completed the En-
vironmental Health Curriculum and graduated with a B.S.
in 1950.

In that same year he began working for the City of Los
Angeles as a medical investigator on communicable disease
within the city. Two years later he was able to begin work in
his chosen field, environmental health, still working for the
City of Los Angeles.

In 1958 Ed, Louise and their children moved to Lompoc,
He had been hired in the position of a district health inspec-
tor responsible for the Lompoc, Guadalupe and Santa Ynez
areas. In the next year they began to occupy a house built
for them by Ed Negus on E Sireet and this remains their
home today.

Louise tock the position of school nurse with the Lompoc
Unified School District in 1963 serving health needs at
various elementary and secondary schools in the years she
remained with the district.

In 1963 Ed became the supervising sanitarian for the nor-
thern Santa Barbara County area, then ten years later
became the Environmental Health Director for the entire
county.,

On a sad note, in that same year, 1973, his mother,
Maude, passed away after a lingering illness.



Louise (Arango) and Ed Everett, home from overseas.

Ed and Louise have enjoyed their years in Ed’s
hometown and are actively involved in its organizations. He
is the past president of both Rotary Club {1973) and the
Lompoc Valley Club. He is also a member of the Elks,
American Legion, Boys Club and Vaqueros de los Ran-
chos.

Ed and Louise’s son, Eddie, graduated from Villanova
High School in Ojai and attended Allan Hancock Junior
College before entering the Navy in 1968, serving two
years. He later obtained his Masters Degree in Food Science
from UC Davis. He is currently employed by the Del Monte
Corporation, in Vancouver, Washington. Mary is married
and lives in Ventura with her husband Bob and daughter
Leah. Bob is employed by the County of Ventura as an ad-
ministrative analyst and Mary is the religious education coor-
dinator for Assumption parish.

In 1978 both Ed and Louise decided to retire in order to
pursue their active interests.

Ed Everett with father, mother, son, Ed, jr. and daughter, Mary.



The Lompoc Orchestra. Back row: Ray Tolman, Geo. Everett,
next 3 unidentified, Charles Everett and Bert Everett. Front row:
Katie Schook, Faye Hodges and Beatrice Stillman.

Maude Everett with her 4-H group, including Alberta Larsen;

Anita Rolfson and Betty {(Gunderson) Burrell.

City of Lompoc, California
Fire Department Annual Report
1929

2- Gasoline while filling tanks
2~ Unknown

3~ Dry grass

1- Rubbish

2- Amonia (no fire)

1- Oil Stove

1- Box car Chalk Rock

1- Jap bath tub under room

6= Silent for grass and rubbish

Estimated loss for year $1,150.00

Total Payed to firemen $145,50

6 new fire Hydrants

26 gal, gas @ ,20 $5.20
4 rubber suits $18.00
1 Burrel gas, smoke, & amonia mask
400 1bs soda {enough for 3 years)
Repairs on trucks and tire
Total

Number of Fire Calls=1929-~--20 as follows:

1- Gas connection pulled loose next to burner

Expenses for operation of fire department-

$20,00
$20.00

$78.40

Improvements-~ 1 fire alarm box front of fire station.

All hydrants tested at least once a year, truck and alarm system tested weekly

$15,20
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Recent family portrait Mary Louise and Bob Braitman,
Louise, Leah, Ed and Edward Everett
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