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LA PURISIMA PARISH — PART 1

Father Junipero Serra was president of the nine
Franciscan missions founded under his leadership in
California. His vision for many more in the chain of
missions included four in the Santa Barbara channel area
to fill a gap between San Gabriel and San Luis Obispo. The
plan was submitted in writing by Father Serra in 1779.
However, he died in 1783, and the task of getting approval
and starting the work, was passed on to his successor,
Father Fermin Lasuen.

Father Lasuen entered Lompoc valley in early December.
1787, with a band of soldiers, priests and possibly some
Christian Indians. Just east of the Chumash village of
Algsacupi at the mouth of Miguelito canyon, on December
8, 1787, Father Lasuen blessed the spot where a cross had
been placed, and Mission La Concepcion Purisima de
Maria Santisima (Fhe Mission of the Immaculate
Conception of our Blessed Holy Mary) was founded. It was
the eleventh in a chain of 21 missions.

Winter rains delayed construction until March 1788. Sat.
Pablo Antonio Cota, educated in engineering in his native
Spain, was in charge of construction. A month later, in
April, Father Lasuen appeared with missionaries, Padres
Vincente Fuster and Jose de Arroita, Father de Arroita
had just arrived in Caiitornia.

Each new mission was given $1000 from the pious fund
collected at the College of San Fernando at Mexico City.
The money was used to purchase items which could not be
contructed or made from native materials. (Bells,
paintings, some vestments, etc.)

La Purisima mission flourished. On April 9, 1788, Father
de Arroita baptized 23-year-old Matisaquit of Rancheria
Quajauchu. On May 10, 1788, the first marriage (Mariano
Tamolechet and Maria Concepcion) was recorded. In four
months, there were 79 converts. Crops were on the
increase, and herds began to multiply.

Temporary structures built under Father Fuster’s
guidance in 1788 and 1789, began to be replaced by adobe
buildings. By 1795, most permanent structures were
completed at the old mission site. However, the chapel
was still considered temporary. Father Gregorio
Fernandez came to La Purisima parish in 1796. Under his

tenure, the adobe chapel with tile roof was completed in
1802.

Artist’s conception thought to be La Purisima Mission near the
mouth of Miguelito Canyon.

Olive, orange, fig, pear and peach trees from old Spain
thru Mexico, were introduced into the mission system.
Wheat, corn, peas, beans and grapes were among the
crops at La Purisima. La Purisima was also noted for
raising and selling palamino horses. By 1800, there were
301 converts.

Father Lasuen reported in February 1803 that ‘‘La
Purisima has completed its new church. It is adobe,
sufficiently large and very becoming.”” The dedication
took place December 8, 1803 (16 years after the founding
of the mission). Padres came to the dedication from Santa
Barbara and San Luis Obispo.

Father Mariano Payeras, a Majorcan, had come to
California from Mexico in 1796. In 1804, he came to
mission La Purisima. He was one of the most illustrious
pastors of the parish. A linguist, he spoke Indian dialects
and completed a large catechism in the Chumash
language while at Purisima. Between 1805 and 1808, Rev.
Payeras, with assistance from Fathers Juan Cabot and
Geronimo Boscana and the neophytes, built an aquaduct,
purchased over 2000 head of cattle and added to the
mission buildings. It was also during 1804-1807 that
epidemics of small pox and measles took a costly toll of



Indian lives. 220 deaths were recorded in 1806, making it
the worst year, and adding greatly to fear among the
neophytes.

Father Payeras was faced with the task of encouraging the
declining native population to remain faithful to the
mission system. Some had fled to the hills, but by 1810,
many of those who ran away were coaxed to return to the
compound.

The Mexican revolutionary activities beginning in Mexico
in 1810, continued for eleven years. The missions could
easily have been self-sustaining with loss of financial
support from Mexico, however, hardships were caused
because they were called on to support the military forces
in California. By 1812, Father Payeras and 1520 converts
housed at the mission were doing well in spite of problems
they had faced. Then nature struck another blow.

““El ano de los Templores’” - The year of the Quakes - it
was called. First there was a minor earthquake Dec. §,
1812, then 13 days later, in mid-morning, Monday,
December 21, a four minute quake of great intensity
wrought considerable damage to La Purisima. While
Payeras and his assistants were inspecting the damage, a
more violent quake brought the chapel crashing down.
The distruction of the chapel and other buildings resulted
in loss of life. To add to the misfortune, it began to rain
and continued to rain hard and heavy in the days following
the quake. The adobe walls, damaged and fallen, no
longer protected by tile roofs, became piles of useless
mud.

The fissure, still visible in the hills south of Lompoc, was
reportedly caused by the earthquake. Water and black
sand flowed out of the fissure down through the ruined
mission complex. This was one more bad omen to the
Indians, many of whom fled the mission site and weuld not
return.

Father Payeras, in his annual report written ten days after
the earthquake, told of plans to construct temporary
buildings using poles and grass. By March, 1813, it
became apparent that the site was not suitable for
re-construction. Father Payeras petitioned mission
president Senan and governor Jose Joaquin Arrellaga for
permission to move the mission four miles north east in La
Canada de los Berros (the canyon of the watercress). The
new site offered easier access to the missions San Luis
Obispo and Santa Ynez when the river was flooding. It also
offered protection from the persistant wind from the west.
Ample water and good soil were there also.

A temporary church was constructed at the new site, using
poles and some adobe. Temporary living quarters made
with poles, grass and thatching were completed in short
order. Even while temporary structures were going up,
work was begun on permanent structures. The main
residence building with its heavy sandstone buttresses
{for earthquake protection), begun in 1813, was completed
in 1815. The shops and quarters for soldiers of the guard
and mayordomo were completed in 1816. The permanent
church was finished in 1818. The bell tower and walled

cemetery were added in 1821. Other mission complex
buildings were added until as late as 1827.

The mission residence building as it was in ruins about 1915.



The residence building during reconstruction, begun by the
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935.

Meanwhile, conversions and baptisms were a testimony
of Father Payeras’ understanding and persuasive in-
fluence with the native population. Crops were excellent
and the harvest of 1813 was of greater abundance that
before or since in the life of the mission.

Padre Mariano Payeras was named presidente of the
California missions in 1815. The former presidentes
resided at San Carlos Borromeo in Carmel; however,
Payeras chose to remain at La Purisima. (Is it possible he
stayed because he had just built an *‘earthquake proof’
residence there?)

Father Payeras was re-elected president in 1819 and was
also named comisario perfecto of the missions in
California. During this period, the mission system
remained loyal to Spain and helped keep Californianos
from revolutionary activities.

A fire in 1819 destroyed many of the Indian dwellings.
Repairs took over a year. The winter of 1820-21 was
extremely cold and caused a loss of sheep and other
livestock.

Father Payeras served La Purisima mission for 18 years
during the prime of his life. He was in his early 50’s when
he died April 29, 1823. Padre Antonio Rodriquez took care
of the ecchastical burial rights of ‘‘the Very Reverend Fr.
Mariano Payeras’’. He was buried beneath the altar in the
private chapel at La Purisima Mission.

He did not rest in complete peace. As La Purisima Mission
fell into ruins, a concerned padre apparently decided to
move Payeras’ body to the Santa Barbara Mission. In the
Book of Burials of the College of Our Lady of Sorrows in
Santa Barbara appears the following: “The remains of Fr.
Mariano Payeras were transferred to Santa Barbara Mission
by Father Francisco Sanchez.” Since Fr. Payeras’ name ap-
pears on Vault 6 of the underground crypt at Santa Barbara,
there was no reason to believe he would be in the coffin
identified as containing his remains discovered and exhum-
ed during excavation for restoration of La Purisima Mission
by the Civilian Convervation Corps in 1936. Permission was
granted to open the coffin and to the surprise of researchers,
Fr. Payeras’ skeleton was there - with a few bones missing.
The crypt in Santa Barbara was opened and there were the

missing bones. Both graves were resealed. The mystery of
what led to Fr. Sanchez to place only parts of Fr. Payeras in
the crypt reserved for himself upon his own death is unsolv-
ed. Fr. Payeras was buried at Purisima and the bulk of his
remains are still there, identified beyond question in 1936.

Less than a year after his death, trouble broke out in the
mission system. On Feb. 21, 1824, there was an Indian
revolt that involved the Santa Ynez, Santa Barbara and La
Purisima missions. The Indians had been angry and
frustrated for some time and the revolt was ignited when a
Purisima Indian was flogged by soldiers at the Santa Ynez
mission.

At La Purisima, the Indians took over the mission on the
afternoon of Feb. 21, 1824. The few soldiers, under
command of Corporal Tiburcio Tapia, fought for one day,
probably barricaded in their living quarters. They ran out
of ammunition on Feb. 22 and surrendered. One Indian
was killed in the battle and a woman among the soldiers’
families was injured. Four Spanish travelers approaching
La Purisima from the north were killed.

The soldiers were held hostage while negotiations were
being held with Spanish forces at the Santa Ynez mission.
Padre Ordaz was allowed to bury those who had been
killed during the fighting. Later, when tempers cooled, the
soldiers and Padre Ordaz were allowed to transfer to the
Santa Ynez mission. Padre Rodriguez, successor to
Payeras, remained at Purisima, was allowed freedom to
come and go. The Indians remained in control of the
mission until March 16, when a troop of 109 soldiers under
the command of Lt. Estrada arrived from the presidio in
Monterey.

In anticipation of the attack, the Indians had fortified the
mission. One of the two ceremonial cannons exploded
when fired, killing several of the rebelling indians. The
Spanish soldiers advanced on the mission with a
four-pound military cannon and more modern muskets.
Sixteen Indians were killed and many others wounded in
the two and one-half hour fray. The rebellion collapsed.
The Indians, cut off from escape, surrendered. Padre
Rodriguez made the surrender arrangements with Lt.
Estrada at the request of the Indians. Punishment for the
uprising was severe. Seven Indians were executed
because of their involvement in the death of the four
Spanish travelers. Others were imprisoned, and four were
sentenced to permanent banishment from Alta California.

Many Indians returned to the mission system in spite of
the defeat. It had become the only economic system they
knew. The Indian population at La Purisima had dropped
to 662 by 1824 and by 1832 there were only 372 left.
Secularization of the missions was decreed by governor
Jose Figueroa in 1834. In less than a year, half of the
assets of La Purisima were taken by surrounding ranchos.
Domingo Carillo was named commissioner to take over
$60,000 worth of mission property on Nov. 4, 1834.
Without the mission economic system, the neophytes
drifted away. Although the Rancho period became the
“Halcyon days’™ of California, for the padres, they were
troubled times.



The padres continued to minister to the few remaining
Indians and, as best they could, to the rancheros. Pio Pico
sold the mission to John Temple Dec. 4, 1845, for $1,100.
By then the padres had departed and were serving the few
remaining neophytes from the Santa Ynez mission. The
Indian population had dwindled to 162.

John (Juan) Temple, an American, had become a Mexican
citizen and had received a land grant east of Los Angeles.
(Temple City was named after him.) He married Rafaela
Cota, a daughter of Francisco Cota of Rancho Santa Rosa.

Lugarda Cota, Rafaela’s sister, married Ramon Malo. It
seems likely that Temple bought the mission so his
sister-in-law’s family could live there. Ramon Malo was
granted Rancho Santa Rita and never built a ranchhouse
there. He lived with his family in Padre Payeras’
“*earthquake proof’’ residence.

The transition from Mexican to U.S. control in 1848 did not
seem to effect this far-off corner of California. The Ran-
cheros kept their ranches, and Spanish continued to be
spoken. The Padres ministering to the Purisima parish, per-
formed rites of the Church.

Josefa (Malo) Janssens grew up at the mission and her
recorded memorties give us a window into life at La Purisima
before Lompoc was founded. Her memories fortunately in-
dude some of the ways the Padres continued to be involved
in parish life.

Josefa Malo was born at Purisima Concepcion Mission on
May 31, 1855. Her father, Jose Ramon Malo, originally
from Ecuador, had gone to Mexico to make his home.
When the Californian missiens were secularized, he heard
that there was to be a ‘‘land rush’’ and he came to
California with Father Genzalez Rubio, who was secretary
to the first Bishop of California as well as being
Padre-Presidente of Santa Barbara Mission.

Malo became secretary to the administrator of Santa Ines
Mission, Francisco Cota. He also fell in love with Cota’s
daughter, Lugarda, and married her. Francisco Cota’s
father, Pablo Alferis Cota, came with Padre Serra as a
soldado de cuero and married Rosa Lugo at San Diego.

There were many claims and misunderstandings about the
mission lands during the chaos of secularization and Pio
Pico gave a patch of land known as Santa Rita to Malo.
This belonged to Purisima Mission. Malo had many cattle
grazing there as the mission herds by this time had
disappeared. The mission itself was finally sold to Juan
Temple, and it was purchased from him by Malo who took
his family there to live.

Josefa Malo was the youngest of eight children. Two
others were born in the mission.

Padre Juan Compola baptised Josefa. He was from San
Luis Obispo Mission. Purisima had no resident missionary
from about 1836 but was attended from Santa Ines
Mission. Joseta remembers very well jolly Padre Juan Basso
and Padre Joaquin Bot, who taught her Spanish. The
latter was also the last to attend Purisima Mission as it
was well on the way to ruin.

While the Malos were there, however, there were some of
the mission’s Indians left. Oddly enough, all the women
were named Maria. There was the cook, Maria Teodora,
and the faithful sewing women, Maria Antonia and Maria
Kuku. They had some Spanish and Mexican servants
whose names were Justo, Rivera and Corona.

On the eighth of December, “‘el dia de la Purisima
Concepcion’’, the feast and founding date of the mission,
there was a gala celebration at the mission. First, a mass
would be held in the morning and the musicians -
Baltazar, Venansio, Cecilio and Luis El Cantor - would get
out the old mission violin, viola, drum and triangle and
accompany the singers. There were also two pipe organs
with bellows which were turned with a crank, and these,
too, were called into use on fiesta days. The singers were
Margarita, Rosa, and Fernando Liberado. The latter is
known to this day as ‘‘being the last of the Purisima
Indians who was 111 years of age upon his death”

His age was a little exaggerated, as he was perhaps a
little more than 80 years old, but it is said that he was paid
o say that he was clder. He was a county ward, and spent
some time at Ventura before his death.

When the mission property was sold, 13 acres were
reserved around the mission for ecclesiastical use. There
was quite a garden at the mission.

Rodeos were held at the mission and the Picos, Cotas,
Carrillos, de la Guerras, Danas, Ybarras and Ruizes all
came.

After the 1849 gold rush, a man named Cosme Coralle:
and his two sons, Franscisco and Jose, came to Rancho
Lompoc to work. They had brought some gold with them
from the mines and used to come to Malo’s store at
the mission fthe only store for miles around) for
provisions. Malo finally gave them jobs at the mission,
employing the boys as servants and the father to carry
supplies with mules. He used to go to the coast, ten miles
west of the mission, and when the ships were unloaded he
would haul the supplies to the mission in alforjas, or
saddle bags and racks. Even furniture was hauled in this
manner. A cousin of the Coralles, Jose Espinoza, who had
come with them from the mines, later became mayordomo
of the Santa Rita Rancho.

Bishop Amat visited the mission. He came just at evening
time, and the Indians knelt in the corridor to kiss his ring.
Once he came for confirmation and all the children of the
surrounding ranchos for many miles were brought for the
ceremony.

Ramon Malo passed away in 1859 and was buried in the
the garden of Santa Barbara Mission. Purisima became
almost totally abandoned and the remaining Indians
moved to Santa Ines and the reservation at Zanja de Cota.
The roof tiles of the mission were taken to Santa Barbara
and sold. Around the Civil War period Felipe Brady cam

to the abandoned mission to live. At this time there was
still much hay stored away in the second story of the
mission building. In this room was a defective stove,
which one day caught fire. The fire in some way reached
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A gathering of Lompoc families at the mission about 1885.
(Photo from the Morehart family collection)

Rev. Alex Buckler, 1904-1910.

the hay and for two months the heavy roof beams
smoldered and thus began the final destruction of the roof,
which soon fell in.

James (Santiago) B. Olivera, St. was baptized at the Mission
soon after his birth Dec. 31, 1870. He was born at the near-
by Jesus Maria Rancho. La Purisima parish was soon to
become very active again. Across the valley, around the
ruins of the original mission, the town of Lompoc was soon
to spring up. The Lompoc Valley Land Company purchas-
ed Ranchos Lompoc and Mission Viejo, and the land sale
Nov. 9, 1874 brought hundreds of American families into
the valley. ‘

The first church to be built in the new town of Lompoc was
La Purisima Catholic Church. Father McNally was sent from
the Santa Ynez Mission to begin the work, and the Church
was organized in 1875. A frame structure, built on the same
plan as churches at Sisquoc and Guadalupe was con-
structed on the corner of South [ and Olive Avenue. The
church structure was completed in 1875, with support from
catholics and protestants. Contributions by protestants were
probably in the area of construction work or teaming sup-
plies and material, because they needed finances for their
own churches. One of the bells from La Purisima Mission
was placed in the bell tower. The first service was held Dec.
18, 1875.

Father Michel Lynch was sent to the Lompoc field to con-
tinue the work. He served from 1875 to 1888. Clergy for La
Purisima parish was supplied from Santa Ynez until 1910.
Rev. P.J. Farrelly served two years, 1889-1891: Rev. F.M.
Lack, 1891-1903; Rev. Thomas King, 1903-1904; and

Rev. John Reynolds came to Lompoc as the first resident
priest and served 1910-1912. Rev. Chas. N. Raley came in
1912, and served six years until 1918. Under his ministry,
the memorial cross was erected on the hill above the South
end of H Street to commemorate the 125th anniversary of
the founding of the mission.

Father Woodcuiter followed Father Raley, but was not here
long because of ill health.

In 1918, Father Thomas Morris was sent here to build an
“Old Spanish style” new church. It was completed, with
progress reported in the local newspaper May 14, 1920,
laying the cornerstone July 9, 1920 and dedication
December 8, 1920. The building cost $26,000 of which
16,000 was donated by Mrs. Virginia Ryon who also
donated Ryon Park to the City.

To accommodate this second church edifice, the original
building was moved. The old building was unused for 12
years and was torn down in 1933 during Father John B,
McMahon’s pastorate. The second building served the
parish from 1918 until 1961.

Father Andrew McGrath became pastor of La Purisima
parish February 2, 1955. Since them, the parish grew with
the growth of the city. He began the construction of the first
six classes of the Catholic elementary school completed in
1957. The seventh and eighth grades and convent were ad-
ded under Father McGrath’s direction in 1959,

The new church on the Northeast corner of Olive and 1
streets was dedicated December 10, 1961. His eminence



James Francis Cardinal Mclntyre, Archbishop of Los
Angeles, officiated at the dedication ceremonies. The

former church, across [ sireet, was converted to a parish
hall.

Father McGrath has now served the La Purisima parish
longer than Fray Mariano Payeras (1805-1823) and holds
the record for the length of stay. On Feb. 2, 1980, Father
McGrath celebrated the 25th Anniversary of his leadership
of La Purisima Church.

The 1875, 1920 and 1961 La Purisima Catholic Churches
grew and developed with the community.



PASTORS OF LA PURISIMA MISSION

Very Rev Fray Fermin Lasuen, OFM, founder

Fray Vincente Fuster 1787-1789
(Builder of the mission, with his assistant
Fray Joseph Arroita 1787-1789)

Fray Joseph Arroita 1789-1796

Fray Gregorio Fernandez 1796-1805

Fray Mariano Payeras 1805-1823
(founder of second mission)

Fray Blas Ordaz (mentioned in two articles
as successor to Payeras; no dates given)

Fray Antonio de Victoria 1824-1833

Fray Juan Moreno 1833-1834

Fray Jose Jesus Jimono 1834-1840

Fray Jesus Sanchez 1848-1850

PASTORS FROM SANTA INES MISSION
Fray Juan Moreno 1848-1850

CLERGY DURING SECULARIZED PERIOD

Rev Theodosius Bessier 1850-1851

Rev Felix Migorell (in charge) 1851

Rev Eugene O'Connell 1851-1853

Fray Limpic Picpus 1853

Fray Victor Pevets, OFM 1853-1854

Fray Juan Comapla, OFM 1854-1857

Rev Cyprian Rubio 1857-1861

Rev Miguel Racca 1861-1862

Rev Juan Bassc 1862-1865 1867-1875

Rev Joaquin Bei 1865~1867

Rev Michael Lynch 1875-1888
(builder of Lompoc frame church)

Rev P. J. Farrelly 1889-1891

Rev F. M. Lack 1891-1903

Rev Thomas King 1903-1904

Rev Alex Buckler 1904-1910

L.A PURISIMA PARISH RESIDENT PASTORS

Rev John Reynolds 1910-1912

Rev Chas Raley 1912-1918

Rev Francis Woodcutter 1918 {9 months)

Rev Thomas Morris 1918-1820
(builder of second church)

Rev John Morgan 1920-1922

Rev J, B, Roure 1922-1929

Rev P, C. Santy 1929-1930

Rev John F. Morton Sep 1930-Oct 1930

Rev Timothy O'Shea 1930-1932

Rev John B, McMahon (Adm.) 1932-1934

Rev John Meehan 1934-1937

Rev Joseph Brady 1937-1938

Rev John Cunningham 1938-1939

Rev Patrick McGuinness 1939-1840

Rev James McGovern 1940-1942

Rev Patrick J, Long 1942-1944

Rev Thomas LeHart 1944-1945

Rev Bernard Butler 1955-1948

Rev Raymond Tepe 1948~1949

Rev Patrick Masterson 1949-1951

Rev Martin Hiss (Adm.) July-Oct 1951

Rev O. B, Cook 1959-1952

Rev John Collins 1952-1955

Rev Andrew McGrath 1955~

ASSISTANTS
Fray Jose Cavaller 1788
Fray Cristobal Oxama 1789-1792
Fray Esteban Tapia 1791 & 1793-1794
Fray Antonio Calzada 1792-1796
Fray Gregorio Fernandez 1795-1796
Fray Jose Pariella 1797
Fray Juan Cabot 1805~-1812
Fray Geronimo Boscana 1807-1811
Fray Esteban Tapis 1811-1812
Fray Antonic Ripoll 1812~1815
Fray Luis Gil 1815-1819
Fray Ramon Ulibarri 1819-July 1823
Fray Antonio Rodriguez 1819-1824
Fray Vincente P, Oliva 1820-July 1823
Fray Jose Sanchez 1820-1822

LA PURISIMA PARISH
Founded
Dec. 8, 1787

ASSISTANTS
Fr, John Hennebry 1958
Fr. John Mallon 1952-1960
Fr, James Gallagher 1960
Fr. John Hanly 1960-1963
Fr. Brian Hanley 1963-1965
Fr. Napolian Silveira 1965-1966
Fr. William O'Connor 1966-1967
Fr, Donal Mulcahy
Fr. Jose Torres 1966-1967
Fr. John Fitzgerald 1967-1972
Fr. Maurice K. O™ahony 1972-1973
Fr. James Burnham 1973-1978
Fr. Lawrence Rodriguez 1975-1978
Fr, Richard Miskella 1978-
Fr. Guillermo Rodriguez 1979~

Fr, Donal Mulcahy 1968-1972 | Administered

Fr. Arthur Johnson 1872

at Mission Hills

Queen of Angels parrish Est, Mar, 15, 1972
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