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George Roberts and the Stillman Family

George Roberts was a great, great uncle of the
1978-1979 Pioneer Society President, Ken Stillman.
Roberts was extensively involved in the Lompoc Valley
Land Company and thus the founding of Lompoc. He had
no children of his own, so in 1915, he influenced his
nephew, Lee Forest Stillman, to leave New York to take
over his Lompoc property. A sketch of his life is found in a
*‘History of Santa Clara County.’”

GEORGE ROBERTS—Distinguished as one of
the foremost Spiritualists of the West, George Rob-
erts, with his devoted wife, had the honor of as-
sociating San Jose in a somewhat permanent man-
ner with psychic science, now and for ycars past
a subject of intense study by some of the mnoted
intellects in every country. He was born in New
York Mills, near Utica, on May 22, 1832, attended
school near Utica, and when he was nineteen years
of age engaged in farming and other occupations.
Dissatisfied with the opportunities there presented,
‘Mr. Roberts in 1860 sct out for California; and so it
happened that the most fruitful part of his life
has been identified with the Coast

His father, John Roberts, was born in England,
March 19, 1807, and died in Clarks Mills, N. Y.,
February 7, 1890, while his mother, who was in
maidenhood, Sarah Bowers, also a native of Eng-
land, born June 16, 1804, died at Clarks -Mills, June
10, i854, In 1844 they removed to Osceola in Lewis
County, N. Y. After a limited schooling George
worked two seasons on the tow path of the Erie
Canal. He afterwards drove a stage in New York
‘City for 2 years. His father having died while he
was a lad he was left to make his own way in the
world. In 1851 he married Miss Nancy Green at
Osceola, N. Y., and together they camie to California
in February, 1860. His first venture was in Ncvada
County, where with two other men he developed
a prospect at Omega Camp, afterwards buying out
his partners, but his mining operations were only
partially successful. He then opened a general mer-
chandise store at Omega which he conducted until
1869, when he came to San Jose.

He first bought twenty acres on the Almaden
Road, about three miles from the city where he
built a home, Farming was slow business for him
after his years of activity in the mines, so he
sold the farm and moved to town and opened a
general store in the Archer building next to Kocher
and Blauer’s jewelry store. This also was slow
business. He has often said that he sold more goods
on a Sunday morning in the mines than he could
sell hiere in a week. He disposed of the store and
bought the Lick House, then located on the Ryland 1
property. He sold the Lick House in 1874 and

GEORGE ROBERTS — 1832 - 1920

concluded to go on a camping trip through the
southern portion of the state. At this time the
Lompoc Land Colony scheme was beginning to at-
tract attention.” He heard it talked of when he
reached Santa Cruz and bought two shares. While
in Watsonville he heard nothing else talked of so
he returned to Santa Cruz and San Jose and se-
cured proxies from those who had bought shares
and then proceeded to Lompoc, where the mecting
to organize the colony was to be held.

The promoters of the scheme were mostly San
Francisco real estate dealers who had no other in-
tetest in the colony than to sell shares and take
their commission. Being fortified with these proxies
Mr. Roberts was in a position to largely control
the situation. Fred Adams was elected president
and Mr. Roberts the secretary of the colony and as
Mr. Adams was absent most of the time the greater
part of the management fell upon the secretary. Mr.
Roberts built himself a house and also the first
storc in Lompoc and gave his entire attention to
the interests of the colony for a number of years.

He was instrumenta! in establishing the Bank of
Lompoc and was its first president and also served as
postmaster, He invested largely in city lots and
country property and contributed several thousand
dollars to bring the railroad into Lompoc. Crops
were good, values increased and his investment
proved a wonderful success. But they still loved
San Jose, so returning to this city they built an ele-
gant residence on Stockton Avenue where they lived
for many years, Mr. Roberts still looking after his
intercsts in Lompoc. Mrs. Geo. Roberts was a firm
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belicver in a life after death and in her Stockton

-Avenue home she had a room set apart for seance

George Roberts served _as Secretaw_ of the_ Lompoc purposes and Spiritualists of forty and f{ifty years
Valley Land Co. and for a time he was its president. He ago remember the wonderful manifestations taking
preserved the minutes and real estate sales records of the place there. Room was llimited in tge house—she
: : could not accommodate ail who wanted to come—so

company. _These marvelous records, written in the in 1010 she induccd Mr. Roberts to buy the prop.
penmanship of that era, have been handed down thru the crty on the corner of Fifth and St. John streets
Stillman family. Page 1 of the minutes describes the where he built a modern home on the corner and
formation of the *“Companey’’ Sept. 15, 1874. the beautiful temple adjoining known as Roberts’

Temple, at a cost of about $35,000. The building
was dedicated to the cause of spiritualism and regu-
On page 9, October 20, 1874, George Roberts was elected lar services have been held there ever since. Up

Secretary. .to the time pf Mrs. Roberts’ passiqg, November 26,
- 1916, the entire expense of all services was met by
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Mr. Roberts. No collection or offering was ever
taken in the Temple. After his wife's death Mr. Rob-
erts felt that he would like to be relieved of the
responsibility of the management of its affairs and
so deeded the property to the Sleeper Trust.

While on a trip to his old home in Nevada County
in the fall of 1910 Mr. Roberts met with an accident
from which he never entirely recovered. He passed
away October 8th, 1920. He was a kind-hearted
man, little given to talk, but was a profound thinker.
Ot his immense fortune he had left little, He pro-
vided magnificently te every relative and many
friends while he was yet able to sce that it was done
right. No one ever did George Roberts a kindness
who was not rewarded for it.

In 1851 Alr. Roberts married Miss Nancy Green,
the ceremony taking place at Osceola, N. Y, a good
woman, who left the world better for her having
becn in it, when she passed away on November 26,
1916, aged eighty-six. Mr. Roberts was a Republican
but he was too broad-minded to allow himself to meet
loca: issues in any spirit of partisanship, and hence
he was one of the first to pull with his neighbors,
regardless of party, for the best men and the best
projects for the community’s progress.

The last year of his life was brightenéed as well
as lightened by his niece, Miss Edna Sayles, who
came at his invitation to care for and minister to
his comforts and thus the life of this grand old
pioneer passed out in his eighty-eighth year.

Sometimes things were decided - then were either
disregarded or overridden in later action by the company.
On September 19, 1874, *‘It was moved and carried that
four blocks be and is hereby set aside in the center of the
town without streets running through it, for a public
square for the use and benefit of said town and that the
initial point of the survey of the town site be set and
established in the center of said public square . . .

Although this was never clearly rescinded, on
November 6, 1874, ‘‘The following Resolution was offered
by Abbot and carried . . . the Map of the town of Lompac
as prepared and marked and numbered be adopted as the
Plot of the town of Lompoc and that it be made a part of
the Survey of the Rancho Lompoc and Mission Viejo and
shall be marked Map B . . . "’ The map, as adopted, did
not have a four block plaza without streets running thru it.
However, four blocks were reserved for Court House,
Court House plaza, School House and School House plaza.
These four blocks were not to be bisected with alleys. All
other blocks were to be 300 feet wide from east to west and
500 feet long from north to south with 20 foot wide alleys
thru their center north to south from street to street. The
exceptions were the 28 lots bordering main street (Ocean
Avenue), ‘‘and in those lots the alleys intersect 25 foot
alleys running parallel with said street distant 125 feet
there from leaving the business lots on said street 125 feet
deep.’”’

Town lots were 25 feet by 140 feet. Business lots were
25 x 125 feet. The founding fathers made the streets
exceptionally wide. They were thinking of turning teams
and wagons - not modern traffic. However, because H
street and Ocean Avenue are 100 feet wide, our city has
not been forced to move houses and businesses back from
the street to accomodate increasing congestions. The
town, one mile square from A to O street and College to
Willow Avenue, has retained the above configuration with
few exceptions. Annexed areas have differed depending
on contemporary planning at the time of annexation.
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NANCY (GREEN) and GEORGE ROBERTS

GEORGE ROBERTS - August 1917 - Age 85

There was a lot of action regarding the wharf in the
early minutes of the Lompoc Valley Land Company. A
wharf was essential to the economic welfare of the colony,
and the company charter contained responsibility to have
one built.

On April 26, 1875, a'contract was entered into with E.A.
Hatherton and Daniel Sweeney t6 construct and maintain
a wharf just south of Purisima Point on the Jesus Maria
Rancho. By August, the wharf construction was not
progressing fast enough to suit the colonists. The
following meeting notice was found in the Land Company
minutes ledger handed down from George Roberts thru
the Stillman family:
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LOMPOC. AUGUST 2d, A. D. 1875,

You are hereby notified thut there will be e specind meeting of the STOCKHOLDERS of the LOMPOC T AL-

LEY LAND COMPANTY, held at the office of the rompuny in the Tmen of Lompoe, Santn Barbura  (‘mindy,

on the TR day of Augnst, A, DOASTS, ut 10 o'clock A M., to counider aned determine wpon oll yatters eon-

nected with the conntruetion, and early eumpletion of the whuyf kevetofore contracted to be budlt by Mensrs. Hath-

ertore und Neeeney, for the wse of THE LONPOC VALLEY LAND COMPANT. (never Point Purizimayand

the negotintion of u loen of a sufficient sum of sieney to pay the vristing indebtedness for freight, miterial and

Lahoy wivendy furnished and performed upoie the sufd wharf. aud to eomplete the sume. wud such Surther huxi-

fiesx atx ey cenne before the mieling.

By order af THE BOARD 0OF DIRECTORS.

The following meeting ensued.
“Lompoc, August 17th 1875

At a special stockholders meeting held at Swantons
Hall to Lompoc the following preceedings were had

At 10 o’clock a.m. the meeting was called to order by
the president H.E. Heacock - a vote was taken and the
number of shares of stock present and represented by
proxey was 582 shares, the president stated to the
meeting of Object of the same was to consider and vote
upon wharf matters

Mr. Hatherton was invited to come before the meeting
and make a statement as to what the wharf contractors
intended to do in regard to the wharf -

Mr. Hatherton then made statements and furnished
reports of money expended and to be expended in the
construction of the wharf

Meeting adjourned for one hour to canvass matters

At the expiration of the hour the meeting called to order

Mr. Jack made the following motion which was carried,
resolved, that we leave the wharf matters in the hands of
Hatherton &Sweeney as they now are and take no action in
the matter and upon a vote being taken the resolution was
adopted by 55, shares voting for, and 2 shares against the
resolution.”’

Slow Progress and rising costs for the wharf continued
and on October 19, 1875 the Lompoc Valley Land Co. took
action to buy out Hatherton and Sweeney and proceeded

with wharf construction on its own. (The story of the wharf
will fill a future LEGACY')

George Roberts built a ‘‘land office”” building on the
northwest corner of H and Ocean in 1875. (He claimed in a
letter written years later that there were **10 million
flees’’ in the Adobe Ranch house where earlier meetings
were held.) ‘He also built a drug store for his
brother-in-law, Milton Green, diagonally across the street
on the south east corner of H and Ocean. It was Green’s
drugstore where the temperance ladies attacked the
whiskey kegs with axes in August 1875. ‘‘George Roberts
tendered his resignation as a director and secretary (of the

SECRETARY.

o

Green’s drugstore, built by George Roberts; southeast corner of
H and Ocean. The back of Dinwiddie Hall, which faced South H
street, can be seen on the left side of the picture. Swanton's
Hall which faced South | street is on the right edge of picture.
Land Company, August 23, 1875). The matter was laid on
the table for the present.”’ It was never acted upon.
Apparently Roberts ascribed to temperance himself but
felt there might be mis-understandings about his support
of his wife’s brother. Fortunately, the board of directors
understood his good intentions and tabled his resignation.

Temperance (upon which the colony was founded) was
not mentioned in the minutes until October 17, 1876. J.P.
Henning offered a resolution supporting the action of
president Heacock to prevent the use of lager beer at the
May day picnic at the public picnic ground. The resolution
passed 78to1...

J.W. Webb (School teacher and disciple preacher)
offered “‘the following resolution: Whereas the people of
this colony are now and have been for the past two years in
the enjoyment of certain immunities known to but few
other places in our state.

Whereas upon the full faith that the principle declared
by the press of the Lompoc Valley Land Co. and the
by-laws of the Corporation, would be carried out to their
full letter and extent.



Whereas believing that this colony would remain
forever free from the curse of intemperance and its
attendant evils, hundreds have been induced to leave
homes of comfort in distant places and come to our valley.

Whereas thoughtful appreciating the incalcuable bene-
fits of temperance to the moral, pecuniary and social
condition of the community which the experience of the
two past years have taught us to be as great-wishing to
continue this happy state of things in the future as in the
past and knowing full well that the assistance and support
of the corporation is of the utmost importance and
necessity in this regard - and as nothing will tend more to
strengthen the faith of the ouiside world in the bonafide
intentions of the stockholders of the Lompoc Valley Land
Co. to perpetuate the temperance feature of this colony
and to attract the best of families as residents and
purchaser in our valley that the expression of such
intention unanimously voted at the annual meeting to be
held on the 16th of October 1876.

Be it therefore resolved by this mass meeting of Lompoc
town and valley duly called that the stockholders, resident
and non-resident of the Lompoc Valley Land Co. at their
annual meeting be respectfully requested to reaffirm by
suitable resolutions their intentions to uphold and
maintain at all hazards the fundamental law upon which
this colony is founded.

Resolution offered and read by R. McLeod and the same
was adopted by a full vote of the stockholders of the
L.V.L.Co. in annual meeting assembled. The stockholders
most fully endorse and commend the action of the Board of
Directors in authorizing, last April, the publication of a
printed circular in which occurs the following outspoken
declaration on the all important and distinguishing feature
of the company and settlement, to wit;: Qur colony is
founded upon temperance principles, and a covenant is
required to be inserted in every contract and deed of sale
of or conveyance of any lands, that the purchaser will not
manufacture or sell spirituous malt or vinuous or
intoxicating liquors upon the land so purchased it is the
wish of the Co. to carry out in good faith the pledge it
made to all in the inception of the colony, that it shall be
founded on temperance principles and be and remain a
temperance colony. Eighteen months experience in an
observation of the workings of the colony more than
satisfied us that this cardinal principle was wisely
incorporated into the by-laws of the colony that it has
attracted to our colony the best class of people - a people at
once intelligent, moral, frugal and industrious, with few or
no drones among them, there has been but one criminal
case during the eighteen months the colony has had an
existance and that only of a trivial character, larcenies,
affrays and kindred crimes are almost unknown among us
- we therefore say to all if you do not intend in good faith to
keep this temperance covenant do not purchase.

Resolved that it is the sense of this meeting that the
prohibition article in our By-Laws does not authorize the
selling or trafficking in wine or spirituous, malt or
intoxicating liquors in saloons, grocery, drug store or any

other kind of establishment except upon the written
prescription of a resident physician.”’

J.P. Hening was elected secretary at the above October
17, 1876 meeting, but George Roberts remained on the
board. On January 17, 1880, E.H. Heacock resigned and
George Roberts was elected president of the Lompoc
Valley Land Co.

In 1880, Roberts had: 175 acres in the valley and 350
acres of pasture land. He had 10 acres in Barley, 50 corn,
10 hay, 2 pumpkins and artichokes, a fine orchard, choice
vegetable garden and five horse stock and herds. His
Lompec venture was successful. It is said that he
introduced lima beans into the valley.

The land company outlived its usefulness and in
1881, the town of Lompoc incorporated. The “wets”
successfully contested that temperance could not be
legally enforced.

George Roberts built the ‘‘Roberts’’ building on the
northwest corner of H and Ocean to replace his small
“‘land office’’ building. It housed the bank of Lompoc of
which Reberts was president. It was later the Bank of Italy
and became the Bank of America. The building still stands
and is known as the Lilley building.

Everyone stood to gain by the coming of the railroad to
Lompoc, and the railroad was actively promoted by alrnost:
everyone. George Roberts contributed financially to bring
it to Lompoc. He and his wife Nancy (Green) began to sell
much of their Lompoc valley holdings and returned, in
their seventies, to San Jose. Roberts kept 30 acres of town
property along South L Street. The Roberts had no

children.
STILLMAN

Alberta Graham was born May 26, 1894 in Canastota,
New York. When she was a teenager, she got permission
from her parents, Arthur and Katherine (Weist) Graham,
to work one summer with her girl friends waiting on tables
at 4th Lake in the Adirondack Mountains. Erwin Stillman
was born Nov. 23, 1892 at Camden, New York. When he
was 20, he worked that same summer at 4th Lake.

LEE FOREST and ELLA (HARRIS} STILLMAN



An early marriage pose of Erwin F. and Alberta (Graham)

Stillman. Photo by Baechier of Lompoc

constructing a new building. Well, Alberta and Erwin met
there in that vacation paradise and began courting. In
1913 they became engaged. Theirs was supposed to be the
normal long engagement, but they didn’t know about the
influence of George Roberts! Erwin’s grandparents were
Christopher and Sarah (Roberts) Stillman. (Sarah was
George Robert’s sister.) Since George and Nancy (Green)
Roberts had no children, they turned to his sister Sarah’s
son, Lee Forest Stillman, as a possible recipient of the
Lompoc property. Roberts wrote to his nephew in 1914 and
offered him the 30 acres. Lee and Elia (Harris) Stillman
decided if the whole family would go to California they
would accept the offer. Erwin, their oldest son, was
therefore asked to pressure Alberta into an early marriage
and immediate move from home and family. She said,
“No.”” It was up to her, the Stillmans said, so at first they
rejected the plan. But George Roberts was persistant. In
ensuing correspondence he extolled the marvelous
benefits of Lompoc Valley, and so Alberta finally
consented. She and Erwin Stillman were married
September 29, 1915. They left New York by train with his
parents and his brother, Clinton and sister, Beatrice. They

stopped at San Francisco at the 1915 Exposition. Then
they visited Uncle George and Aunt Nancy at theirhome in
San Jose. So far everything was going in fine style. They
had been told that winter clothing was not required in
California, and in San Jose, Uncle George was still
encouraging the family about the virtues of Lompoc. At 5
p.m. October 18, 1915, the Stillmans got off the train at
Surf. It was cold! The Lompaoc *‘peanut special’’ (Engine,
baggage car, two passenger cars and caboose) took them
up the valley toward Lompoc. The closer they got, the
more depressed the elder Mrs. Stillman became. The
baggage car had a load of fish, the bean fields had been
harvested and were bare and it was cold.

Conductor Fisk was all dressed, prim and proper in his
uniform. Alberta Stillman thought it was funny and she
began to laugh. Her mother-in-law wanted to know what
she saw that was funny. She didn’t want to tell about the
fishy smell and point out the incongruous conductor, so
she said, ‘‘the bleak farm land would soon give way to city
scape as it usually does when the train travels into the
outskirts of a city.”” It wasn’t long before they were at the
Lompoc Station - and things hadn’t seemed to improve
very much.

The Hotel Arthur carriage was waiting and took
the party of 6 to the Hotel, They were served Quail
for supper. There was one bathroom upstairs. The
sheets were overly starched. It was cold. In the words
of Alberta Stillman, “We were at the end of the
world, and part of it had been shoveled away!”

ERWIN F. STILLMAN — 1892 - 1957

The next day Lee Stiliman rounded up blankets and
bought an oil stove to warm the Hotel room. In a week they
rented a house on North H Street from Mrs. Day. The
Stillmans were cabinet makers and carpenters so in July
1916, they buiilt the house at 416 West Cypress with $600
worth of lumber, on the 30 acres Uncle George had given
to them. Lee Stillman had a little cabinet shop back from
the corner of Cypress and L. Erwin Stillman worked the
land. Mustard and beans were the main crops. Kenneth
Robert Stiliman was born Dec. 23, 1916. In Lompoc (at
I_aur? Rudolphs sanitarium). His first birthday was
celebrated in the second house they built at 420 West

6 Cypress, still in the family.



Norma (Bonazzola), Ken and George Stillman - born 12-19-1943
A friend from New York was successful in some mining
interests in the Santa Ynez mountains and talked Erwin
Stillman into moving to Willlams, California near
\Sacramento, where he had a large ranch.

+  Stillman ran the ranch in Williams until he return-

ed to Lompoc. Then he got a job with a large con-
struction company in Los Angeles where he built
bridges, dams, large buildings, etc. Jobs slowed to
a standstill during the depression and the Stillmans
returned to Lompoc.

Clinton Edward and Patricia Stillman were born
in Cortland, New York, Jan. 19, 1920 and June 25,
1926, and Lois Stillman was born in Syracuse, New
York, Dec. 2, 1929. Alberta Stillman’s brother was a
doctor in New York and his free care and the excell-
ent medical facilities at Cortland and Syracuse en-
couraged her to have her babies in New York. Ken
Stillman remembers traveling back and forth across
the country three times on the train. To this day he
still enjoys train rides.

Ken remembers attending Kindergarten and the first
three grades in Lompoc, then the 4th and 5th grades in
Courtland, N.Y., and bagck to Lompoc in the 6th grade.
Part of the 7th grade was in N.Y. where he was sick with
pleuricy he got while delivering papers in the snow in N.Y.
He missed half a year of school. In Glendale, Calif. he
attended Roosevelt and Edison Jr. Hi and Glendale Sr.
High for half a year. He returned to Lompoc and
graduated from Lompoc High School in 1934.

. Ken Stiilman worked for Dewey Page, electrician, and
then J.M. until 1936 when he entered the U.S. Navy. He
served aboard Cruisers and Marine transports for five
years in both Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. He worked in
the brick saw quary at J.M. from 1941-1943. He and Norma

Bonazzola were married July 23, 1942 €in Sparks,
Nevada).

From 1943 to 1945 Stillman worked as brakeman for the
S.P. Railroad Coast division. Ken and Norma’s son,
George Stillman was born Dec. 19, 1943. Ken worked for
J.M. again in 1945 and 1946. From 1946 to 1948 he worked
for Brooks Cleaners. From there he attended the National
Institute of Cleaning and Dyeing at Silver Springs,
Maryland in 1948.

From 1949 thru 1971, Ken and Norma Stillman owned
and operated Stillman’s Cleaners at 123 North H Stréet in
Lompoc. They sold out and *‘coasted’’ a while in their nice
home up Miguelito Canyon. Inflation was curtailing their
retirement slightly so when they were asked if they
wanted to buy the Lodge Restaurant, after some adamant
*NO’s,” they finally found a partnership with Neal and
Betty Elms and went into the restaurant business for five
years, They retired again in 1978 just in time for Ken to
be elected Lompoc Pioneer Society President.

Their son, George Stillman graduated from Lompoc
High in 1962, attended Menlo Jr. College and graduated
from U.5.C. in 1966. He is a manufacturing representative
for Knoll Company, makers of decorative furniture, a
New York based company.In May 1979, he married
Kimberly Christman.

Lompoc valley was good to George Roberts. He invested
in town lots, business lots and farm land, and when the
railroad finally came he was at the point of his career when
it was time to ‘‘cash in’’. He gave 30 remaining choice
town acres to his nephew, Lee Stillman. The land was
along L streer from Ocean avenue to the south hills of
Lompoc. Roberts had given the land to the city for Lompoc
High School, and later, the Stillmans added to that, the
land which is now the athletic field for the Junior High
School. The Stillmans, reluctant at first to leave New York,
came and ultimately learned to love Lompoc. Now
Roberts’ great, great, grand nephew, George Stillman is
off galavanting around the western states representing a
New York based company. He will probably be back . . .

Family Gathering 1947 -
7 Erwin, Norma, George, Patricia (Cook) and Oscar.

Left to right: Ken, Clint, Alberta,



Left to right: Clinton, Ken, Lois (Reed), Patricia (Cook) and
Alberta Stiliman.

S
Pioneer Days

pA¢

Ken Stillman with his lunch bucket, off to first grade at the
Lompoc Grammar School. (Lompoc High School on Cypress
between L and M streets is in the background.)
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