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1879 FAMILIES

This Lompoc Legacy, edited by Myra Manfrina, honors
the four 1979 One Hundred Year Families - DeVaul,
Forbes, Hogan and Potter - who settled here in 1879 and
have descendants living in Lompoc today. Also honored is
the Lompoc High School Class of 1929, celebrating it's
50th Year of Graduation, and the Lompoc Grammar School
building built in 1921, serving Lompec school children
until 1969

JOHN FORBES AND JESSIE CANTLAY FORBES

JOHN KNOX FORBES and his wife JESSIE CANTLAY
and the first three of their six children came to Lompoc
directly from Lancashire, England, in 1879. Both John and
Jessie were born in Scotland, and went to England after
their 1874 wedding in Aberdeen, Scot.

Jessie Ann, Alexander and William were all born in
England, and the last three children, Fannie, John and
Robert, were all native Lompocans.

Jessie Cantlay Forbes’ brothers, James and William
Cantlay, had arrived in Lompoc earlier that year and
evidently wrote back home in glowing terms about Lompoc
prompting the Forbeses to come over also, leaving the
English town where he had been on the police force.

Top: Will, Alex and Pad Forbes. Seated: Fannie John, Robert,
Jessie Cantlay Forbes and daughter, Jessie.

LOMPOC GRAMMAR SCHOOL

John Forbes home - South A Street, was on site of pre;ent
Hapgood School. Land originally bought by William Rennie at
the land sale in 1874, later sold to his friend and native country
man, John Forbes, who built this home for his wife and family.
In later years it was owned by Babe Huyck, until bought by the
Lompoc School District.

John Forbes began his career in Lompoc by working for
Captain Sudden, the shipping magnate (see Legacy No.
18), who was then building a wharf at his Espada Ranch on
the coast near Pt. Arguello. John worked as wharfinger for
a while and later had charge of the farming interests of
Capt. Sudden here in Lompoc valley.

The family home was built on South A Street in 1880,
the home and outbuildings standing until the 1950’s when
the Lompoc School District bought the property.

In the early 1900’s John Forbes was Sealer of Weights
and Measures for Santa Barbara County, traveling over
the county inspecting scales, gas pumps, etc., and when
bridges, like Dyer Bridge in 1908 were built, he inspected
their progress almost daily. He was also manager for
Southern Pacific Milling Company several years.

Jessie and John both died in Lompoc the same year,
1933, just five months apart. Their children:

Jessie Ann married Frank Huyck; Alexander married
Lena Cornwall; William married Gladys Eddy; Fannie
married George S. Fisher; John James ‘‘Pad’’ Forbes
remained unmarried, and Robert married Mrs. Emma
Burns Withrow. Emma lives in Santa Barbara today.

Alex owned and operated the store and service station
on the Cuyama Highway, known as 20 Mile Station, until
his death in 1938. Williarn was in charge of the lumber
yards at Baroda, a little railroad siding near Surf, then
transferred into Lompoc in 1899. Was agent for Guadalupe
in 1909, then served 26 years as manager of the Santa



Pad Forbes' blacksmith shop under construction about 1920,
southwest corner Ocean and G. Old fire station and town hall
in background.

Maria S.P. Milling Co. Later he was in his own business of
bean and grain brokerage.

Fannie was struck by a car and while in the hospital with
injuries she developed pneumonia, causing her death in
1943 in Los Angeles where her husband George Fisher
was a policeman. Robert was with the S.P. Milling
Company in San Luis Obispo, and later ran the feed store
in Lompoc, besides having a trade as carpenter and
painter. His death occurred in 1942.

““Pad”’ Forbes was everybody’s friend - a really great
guy - according to those who were kids and used to go into
Pad’s blacksmith shop in the ‘20’s. He was an expert
blacksmith and evidently tops in horseshoeing. He
apprenticed at Jasper Beyerholm’s blacksmith shop when
he was 18, then left Lompoc about age 22 in 1906 for
Hollywood where, in the day of trotters and pacers and
other gaited horses both for racing and style, he was much
in demand by the racing set and wealthy horse fanciers
because he could wedge and use other means of changing
the fit of a horse’s shoe, eliminating any click of hooves as
the animal traveled. In 1910 he returned to Lompoc and
opened his own shop in the southwest corner of G and
Ocean (see picture), continuing into the 1940’s when his
death occurred.

Jessie Ann and Frank Huyck were married in 1905 in
Santa Barbara and returned to Lompoc to live on the farm
of Frank’s father, Walter Scott Huyck, an 1874 Lompocan,
one of the Huycks of Huyckville down at Surf, formerly of
San Jose, Minnesota and Albany, New York. The
Floradale ranch is still in the family.

Jessie and Frank Huyck had three children, Howard,
now of Monrovia, and Earl and Addie, both of Lompoc.
Earl married Margaret Dutra, and all but one of their five
children are in Lompoc - Marion (Mrs. Joe Grossi) is in
Buellton; Sharen: Mrs. Kenneth Kane III; Beverly is Mrs.
Dan Grossi; Carolyn (Mrs. Ted Grossini), and Larry
Huyck. unmarried and greenhouse manager for Burpee’s
Floradale Farm.

Addie Huyck Leu, whose husband, Bill Leu, died last
year, lives in Lompoc as does one of her daughters, Linda
(Mrs. Fidel Barrares) and her family.

THE DYER BRIDGE
From the Diary of John Forbes
1908
written by -

Marion [Huyek] Grossi

On April 3, 1908, I, John Forbes, Sealer of Weights and
Measures for Santa Barbara County, had a phone talk with
Flournoy in Santa Maria, and Frick the Supervisor about
the Dyer Bridge. Flournoy told me he would be down in a
few days to talk over the Dyer Bridge.

Finally, on April 10, a Friday, Flournoy came and we
went in company with Mr. Howe to do some surveying.
The next day we went back to the sight, with Mr. Howe
accompanying us, along with Frick to take levels and do a
little more surveying.

It is now Wednesday, April 22, 1908, and we’ve worked
at the Dyer Bridge for three days. I got my feet wet and
found the crew camping below the old bridge; finally all
hands had to quit, owing to the rain. Work will resume
when the rain slows down.

Saturday, April 25, 1908. Today I watched the crew
drive in the first piles for the new bridge, it was a very
windy day.

The crew commenced to sink the curbing for the bridge,
it being Friday, May 1st, been working on the bridge for
eleven days now. On Friday, May 15, the crew had to quit
and go home to wait for an engine to arrive to make the
pump at the Bridge run, they tried to make it run all day
yesterday, but failed.

Wednesday, May 20, 1908 and been on the Dyer Bridge
for 24 days. Today the boys set up the first of the
cylinders, which they are going to try and sink about eight
feet into the quicksand.

Tuesday, 26 May, 1908. It’s been 29 days on the bridge
and I saw the first of the piles driven in the south pier this
afternoon.

The 32nd day at the bridge and troubles all day. They
broke a pile today, and also broke a pulley on the head of
their driver. They had just started to drive the sixth pile in
the first pier. And, not only that, the first load of cement
was delivered today and came out too thick.

It is Monday, 8 June, 1908, the 39th day on the bridge
and the first eight hour day for the crew.

Wednesday, June 10. Telephoned Flournoy from town
this evening about the cement for the bridge, which he
said was no good. The boys will be laid off for a while
owing to the cement being no good. I have to send samples
to Flournoy of the cement.  Sure have been talking a bit
much to Flournoy on the telephone lately.

The crew has been busy, work on the bridge has been
51%2 days today, June 23, a Tuesday. They finished
digging the third pier today and are getting ready to dig
the last one.

Went in company with Flournoy today, Tuesday, June
30, 1908, they commenced to drive the piles in the north
piers this forenoon and had three driven in by 4 p.m. On
Thursday, July 2, they finished driving the piles in the
north pier this forenoon and in the afternoon they were
jacking up the driver to get her up the bank.



Tuesday, July 14, 1908. On the bridge 652 days and
put in the first day on the concrete. It took three days to
finish the concrete, and we finished at 3 p.m. on the third
day, Saturday, July 18, 1908.

It is now 75%2 days on the bridge, it being Saturday,
July 25. [ saw them drive the last pile today, they got it in
at 11 a.m. Had a meeting tonight to select a new
supervisor. Fox got 24 votes, Frick 109 yotes and there
were 11 blanks.

On the Dyer Bridge 77V days, Tuesday, July 28, The
first piece of steel was raised at 11 a.m. today. On August
4, 1908, a warm summer Tuesday, they finished putting up
the floor beams for the bridge today. All is going nicely on
the bridge, just 86Y2 days and they are putting in the day
hoisting their traveler. One man was fired from the crew
today.

Monday, August 17, 1908 and 94'%2 days on the Dyer
Bridge, the steel is going in lively today. 99Y2 days on this
Saturday, August 22nd, and the steel is all up and the
bridge swing too. One hundred and one-half days at the
bridge and the painting is in full blast. Work is going
quickly. On the one hundred and first day the first of the
floor joist was put up. I am very pleased with progress.

Wednesday, September 2, 1908. It took 106%%2 days work
and the bridge is all done. I settled up with Stone about
the old lumber and the extra work. Frick the supervisor
visited the bridge today.

And that completes my recollections of the Dyer Bridge.

LOGAN FORSYTHE POTTER AND
MINNIE POTTER WELLS BARKER

LOGAN FORSYTHE POTTER - cattleman, carpenter,
farmer, arrived in California at age eleven in 1853 from his
native Missouri, settling with his parents at Linden, Ca.
Then at about age 33 in 1874 in Visalia he married Mary
Cynthia Freeman, native of Illinois, daughter of Dr.
Freeman, a physician at Linden, practicing throughout
Sacramento Valley.

Three years after their only daughter, Minnie Lenora,
was born, Mary Cynthia died, age 25, at Fresno Hot
Springs, 1878. Logan and small daughter moved down to
Lompoc, where in 1885 he married Mary Catherine Barker
Dockery, whose first husband was Lue Dockery, son of
John Dockery, blacksmith and Lompoc’s first Livery
Stable operator. Mary Catherine was born in 1859 in
Roseburg, Ore., daughter of Jesse Green Barker, one of
the 1874 Lompoc pioneers, and from the Dockery marriage
she had a son John Otto Dockery, who was raised with
Minnie Potter after the Potter-Dockeryhouseholds com-
bined. Logan Potter was active in the IOOF Lodge and for
years was Sunday School Superintendent in the Methodist
Church South. His death was in 1921,

Minnie Lenora Potter at age 20 married veterinarian,
horseman and farmer James F. Wells, age 38, also a
native Missourian, who came West as a very young man,
his family settling in Walnut Creek. He came to the
Lompoc area in the 1880’s and was foreman of the San
Marcos and Alisal Ranches in the years before marriage to
Minnie. His first wife died in 1880 in Lompoc - Mary
Frances Wells, leaving him with two daughters who went
to other relatives upon her death.

Logan Forsythe Potter, his wife, Mary Catherine Barker Dockery
Fotter, her son Otto Dockery, and his daughter, Minnie Potter,
about 1890.

While their first daughter, Esther Elvira, was still a babe
in arms, in 1896, Minnie and James Wells moved from
their farm on the Santa Rita known now as the Gnesa
Ranch, to Bakersfield where he was foreman of the Pierce
Ranch. At that ranch in 1899 their second daughter,
Lurene Mead Wells was born. In 1902 they all moved to
Los Angeles where in 1907 James died in the city of
Doumey. Minnie and her twe little girls returned to
Lompoc where in 1909 she married James Bascom Barker,
son of Joshua, and cousin of Mary Catherine Barker
Dockery Potter. Barkers had been among the first Lampoc
settlers.

Barker was also a horse fancier, a livery stable owner -
had Barker Livery Stable on East Ocean Avenue, and
farmed out on Mail Road. While waiting for their home to
be built, Jarnes Barker and Minnie and Esther and Lurene
lived in Lompoc with James’ sister and family - Thomas

James and Minnie Barker and family, about 1918 - Anna Holl-
ister, James Bascom Barker, Georgia Barker, Minnie Potter
Wells Barker, Percy and Lurene Wells Beattie, Ester Wells
3 Hollister and husband Bert, and daughter Alberta.



and Mattie (Barker) Archer, whose daughter Zella had
married James DeVaul (see elsewhere in this Legacy), and
son Walter was still at home and would marry in 1913
Miss Minnie Veit (now Mrs. William Zvolanek).

The Barker home was built out on Mail Road in the
Santa Rita by Rock Sresovich - it is now the home of Rose
and John Jansson. It was at that house that the Barker's
daughter Georgia was born. She is Mrs. Eugene Skinner
of Morro Bay.

Lurene Mead Wells married Percy Beattie, son of John
and Mary Marilda Preston Beattie. John Beattie hailed
from Nova Scotia, coming to California in 1874 to the
Preston ranch in Guadalupe where he worked for Mr.
Preston, and married his daughter! After marriage John
and Mary went to Santa Ynez Valley, then in 1909 some of
the family moved to Lompoc - John and his sons, Percy
and Ray, and daughter Lillie. Another son, Herb, moved
over here in 1911.

Percy and Lurene Beattie's ranch was out on Highway
246 near the entrance to Tom Park’s Topper Farms, their
home being on the south side of the highway and the rest
of the ranch on the other side of the road, to the north.
After Percy’s death in 1953, his son, James Logan Beattie,
carried on the farming interests several years, then moved
into Lompoc where he worked for the Sudden Estate.
James Logan married Hazel Rhodes, daughter of the late
Allan Rhodes and of Amelia Perozzi Rhodes. Their three
daughters and their families do not live in Lompoc. James
Logan Beattie died in 1977 and Hazel and her mother
Amelia are in Lompoc.

Esther Elvira Wells married Albert Guy Hollister, son of
Edgar and Anna (Owen) Hollister, of the famous Santa
Barbara and San Benito County Hollisters. Edgar was the
son of A.G. Hollister and nephew of Col. W.W., Hollister,
former owner of Lompoc Valley. Esther and ‘‘Bert”
Hollister farmed out on the Santa Rosa across the road
from the old Rinconada School. Their house burned down
on St. Patrick’s Day, 1924, when three year old Louisa and
six year old Alberta were playing and Alberta tipped over
the coa!l oil heater, catching the curtains on fire. Nine year
old Anna was in the kitchen peeling potatoes and their
parents were out away from the house. The children got
out safely, Anna grabbing Louisa, and Alberta marching
out with her arms loaded with diapers for Louisa! Her
father had told her if there was ever a fire to grab clothes
and get out fast, so that’s what she did!

They lived in the grainery while their home was being
rebuilt on the same foundation, by Skip Negus. The
Depression hit in 1929 and they lost the ranch and moved
into town. Bert then took up his original occupation of
surveying, working as a civil engineer for the County of
Santa Barbara until retirement in 1952. He mapped most
of the Lompoc area at one time or another. His death
occured in 1959 and Esther died in 1978. One of the three
Hollister daughters lives in Lompoc - Alberta, who is Mrs.
Harry Godet - grandson of Rock Sresovich who built the
Barker house on Mail Road. Godet’s parents were Charles
and May (Sresovich) Godet, both of early-day Lompoc
families. A son of the late Louisa Hollister Kaehn, Larry
Kaehn, and his wife Claudia and son Loren, are also

Lompocans. Anna Hollister Davis is a resident of Canoga 4

Park.

WILLIAM AND MAGGIE HOGAN

William and Maggie Hogan came to Lompoc from Santa
Barbara in October, 100 years ago, with their two children,
two year old William Parks Hogan and baby Ellen
Catherine (Nellie) Hogan.

Born on the 4th of July, 1851, in Connecticut, of Irish
parents, William Hogan apprenticed to be a plant breeder
and horticulturist in a nursery in New York City. Maggie
(Margaret Nellie Mulhern) in 1863 came from her native
Ballyshannon, Ire., at age 16 to New York, working at a
dress shop there. She and William met at church and
married in 1892 in New Jersey.

The Hogan home, 1898, northeast corner of K and Ocean (now
El Zarape Restaurant site). Left to right: William Hogan, John,
May, Rose, Adelaide, Nellie, Lenore; Maggie on the po;_'ch; and
Con. Bill, the eldest son had left home by this time. Sign over
the porch is doctor shingle of Dr. J. F. Shafer-married to Jennie
Harmon-he had his office in the Hogan home. Seen at left, over
on L street, is the John McGee home, built in 1830, once owned
by Alfred and Rosa Pierce and now by Mr. and_Mrs. Robert
Lee. photo courtesy Elsie Sperber

The gold field excitement lured William to California,
but he had no success there so settled in Lone Pine, Ca., in
1874, working for the 20 Mule Team Borax Co. Maggie
joined him there and the next move was to Los Angeles
and then New Jerusalem (nowEl Rio). Then in Santa Paula
he pursued his propagation of plants and fruit trees, but in
a severe drought that year he lost 10,000 young orange
trees. They moved to Montecito and then to Lompoc,
living near the old Grist Mill while: William worked on the
Hall ranch in the Honda district.

They next took up a government claim on about 144
acres in Santa Lucia Canyon, farmed for a number of years
and then sold, moving into a house on the corner of K and
Ocean (see picture). In the early days in Lompoc William
planted many of the then famous Lompoc fruit orchards,
especially apple and walnut, which produced prize
winning fruit in every fair and exhibition in the United
States.

In 1886, during a wet winter when the Santa Ynez River
was high, the mail which came in at Los Alamos and over
to Lompoc by way of Dyer Crossing, could not be delivered
because the regular mailman wouldn’t swim his horse
across, fearing the amount of debris in the raging water.



Hogan was determined the mail should go through so he
striped down to his red flannels, took the mail bags and
swam the river! He landed near the Sanor place where
they took him in and gave him dry clothes and coffee.
After delivering the mail in town he had to swim the river
again to get back to his Santa Lucia ranch. Anocther time
he commandeered a nearby horse trough and some boards
and rowed across.

It was about the time of the move into town and selling
the ranch that the Hogans separated. He worked on jobs
connected with the building of the railroad in the Surf
area. Then he went to work out on the San Julian for
Major-domo William Begg. The latter part of his life was
spent in Santa Barbara gardening and propagating plants.
He died while visiting his daughter Nellie in Lompoc in
1937.

Maggie later moved to a home on Cypress and F
{known these last years at the Pickner home) where she
rented out rooms and the two little houses on the property
and bought also the home just north on F Street which she
rented out. She was also a midwife, helping at births and
was sometimes gone for weeks at a time helping at one of
the outlying farms with a new mother and baby. She, at
one time, cooked for the men at the Purisima oil lease. Her
death was in 1935.

There were eight Hogan children - Bill, Nellie,
Constantius, called Con, John, Mary Ann called Mae,
Rose, Adelaide and Lenore. Bill was a surveyor and Con a
farmer, both in Arizona; John, in Oakland, was a painter
and interior decorator; Mae, a nurse, was first Mrs.
Stanford Leland and then Mrs. Roy Hudson living in South
America with her engineer husband Leland, then in San
Francisco where her second husband was an attorney.

WILLIAM HOGAN

MAGGIE MULHERN HOGAN

Rose married first William Larimer and after their
separation she and their four children made their home
with Con in Arizona until 1923 when she married John
Cobb. They returned to Los Angeles where she and John
worked for Lockheed.

Adelaide, the only surviving child of William and
Maggie Hogan, is now 88 years old, lives in San Francisco
today, where she and her Holland-born husband Cornelius
Kooyman had a florist shop, dealing in bulbs, especially
tulips.

Lenore married a Lompoc boy, Charles Dougherty, who
was manager of the Home Telephone Company in Lompoc
at the young age of 18! He joined the Associated Oil Co. as
telephone man, transferring many times throughout
California. Lenore also had a career with the Pacific
Telephone Co., in Walnut Creek.

The only one of the eight Hogan children to establish
Lompoc as home was the second child, Nellie. She
graduated from Lompoc High School in the academic
course in 1897, then completed the business course at the
high school the next year. During her high school years
she lived with and worked for the Frank B. Moore family.
She married Albert Sperber in 1899.

The elder Sperbers, Frank and Teresa, came from
Europe to New York, he traveling over in a sailboat after
the Franco-Prussian War and Teresa coming over later.
From New York they moved to Shasta, Ca., where he was
in the tannery business. He died in 1869 of lockjaw from
neglecting a splinter in his finger.

Al Sperber was a tinsmith and plumber, working for his
brother-in-law, J.P. Gury, husband of his sister Amelia in
Gury’s general merchandise store. (Gury was later with
Frank B. Moore - see Legacy No. 18) Then in 1911, after a
brief sojourn in Ferndale and Hollister, he went to work in
the W.R. Smith Hardware Store. Their only son, Howard,
was born while in Ferndale.



NELLIE HOGAN SPERBER

Nellie and Al Sperber bought her mother’s rental at 131
South F. Street and after Al died in 1919 Nellie turned her
home into a nursing home which was in operation for 25
years until the present Lompoc Hospital was built in the
1940’s. She had mainly a maternity sanitarium at first,
then extended to include operations, tonsilectomies and
general care patients. She helped the doctors bring forth
many a tiny new Lompocan, bathing, feeding and caring
for hundreds of little ones, teaching their mothers how to
care for them and loving each like they were her own for
the two weeks they were in her home.

She became assistant director in the National Council of
Catholic Service - known as the H Street USO - in the old
‘Dinwiddie Hall (Foresters’ Hall) - upon the closure of her
nursing home. In this capacity she was loved also for her
““Mothering” - helping lift the spirits of lonely GI’s far
away from home during the camp Cooke tfoop training
days.

Retiring from that, she spent her next years visiting her
friends in her little black Ford, or working in her garden -
flowers were a specialty with her. At 92 she broke her hip
and spent her last five years in the hospital where she died
in 1976 at age 97.

Her son Howard married Elsie Douglass, daughter of
Luther and Ella Douglass, (see Legacy No. 6 for their
story). The Sperbers are retired now in Lompoc - Howard
spent many years with Standard Oil. Also here are their
son Ed, his wife Irene, and children. Susan and Scott -
great-great grandchildren of William and Maggie. Norma
Sperber Greenleaf, their daughter, lives in Hawaii. Four
generations of the Hogan-Sperber family graduated from
Lompoc High School - Nellie, son Howard, and
grandchildren, Ed and Norma, and great-grand children,
Susan and Scott Sperber.

Harvey Hilburn and his family one Thanksgiving at their De-
Wolfe Ranch home - left to right: Harvey, Louise Griffin, Barbara
and Genie Griffin, Jim Hilburn and Edith Lawler Griffin Hilburn,

photo courtesy Genie Noe

BENJAMIN DE VAUL
JAMES DE VAUL AND ALICE MAY DE VAUL HILBURN

BENJAMIN RUTHERFORD DE VAUL and his wife,
Elizabeth, came to Lompoc in the Fall of 1879 from their
Paicines farm near Hollister. No doubt they moved to be
near their daughter, Amanda Jane, who had arrived in
Lompoc in June as the bride of John F. Mankins (see
Legacy #18 for Mankins story).

Crossing the plains in 1849 from his native Missouri,
Benjamin farmed in Milpitis area in the 1860°s, as he was
on the 1867 Great Register of that area. They moved to the
Hollister region in the 1870’s.

His first wife, Sarah Frances Meador DeVaul, died in
Paicines, leaving him with 7 children. The year before the
move to Lompoc he married Mrs. Elizabeth Robie Stice
Houyt, July, 1878. She had'one daughter from the marriage
to Hoyt, Lily Dell Hoyt - Mrs. Elijah Campbell. S$ix
children were born to Benjamin and Lizzie in Lompoc.

We have not established a relationship between Lizzie’'s
Stice family and the Stice family in Legacy #10, however
they must be the same family, having all been in Hollister
at the same time and in Boone Co. Mo., at one time or
another. It just may be that besides Amanda, the
Benjamin DeVauls came to Lompoc because of their Stice
relatives already here.

Benjamin settled in Lompoc on Burton Mesa where he
farmed and the children went to Santa Lucia school.

Children of Benjamin and his first wife were: Amanda
Jane Mankins, Thomas R. DeVaul, George A. DeVaul,
Josephine DeVaul (Mrs. Samuel Henry Mankins who was
mentioned in Legacy No. 18), Alice May DeVaul (Mrs.
William Jackson Hilburn), James Meador DeVaul and
Mrs. Sarah *‘Dolly”’ DeVaul Parrish (we don't seem to find
any information on Dolly.)

Of the second marriage there were twins, Benjamin and
Burton, Ella, Ida (Mrs. James Flood, then Mrs. Jack
Schneider), and Lena {Mrs. Charles Munch, then Mrs.
Peter M. Bullock). No descendants of the children of the

6 second marriage live in Lompoc today.



JAMES DE VAUL - 1906

Thomas married Bertie Ann Bulleck in a double
ceremony with brother George and Myrtle Thompson, in
1902. Tom and Bertie lived in San Luis Obispo after 1903.
He was a stage driver and teamster to the Gaviota Wharf.
He also worked for Buell on the cattle ranch before
marriage.

George and Myrtie went to San Luis Obispo also, then to
Modesto then back to Buell Flat. She was a daughter of
Susan Salmos Thompson and granddaughter of Ruth
Preston Salmons. related to the Beattie family.

Alice May and William Jackson Hilburn were married in
1890 in Lompoc. He was the son of John Anderson Hilburn
and Julia Ann McDaniels Hilburn, who came to Lompoc so
far as we know in the 1880’s from Hollister and bought 25
acres of the Thomas Robinson land, northeast part of town
near the river. Alice May and William had a son Harvey
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HONORED 5C YEAR CLASS

Hilburn in 1891, then she died in 1856 and he in 1899,
leaving the small bey in his grandparents’ care. In 1921
Harvey married Mrs. Edith Lawler Griffin, widow of
George Griffin, settling on the Griffin ranch on DeWolfe
Avenue. Their one son, James Hilburn. lives on the home
place today. Edith Griffin Hilburn had three girls. the late
Barbara Griffin. and Louise (Mrs. William Perozzi) and
Genie (Mrs. Pete Noe). both of Lompoc.

James Meador DeVaul was many years a 4th District
Road Supervisor for Santa Barbara County. Born in 1874
in San Jose. he died in 1945 in Lompoc. His wife was Zella
Archer. daughter of Thomas Archer who arrived with his
family in Lompoc in 1874, settling on the Santa Rita. Zella
died just a couple of months before her husband.

Neville DeVaul, daughter of James and Zella, married
James Spears in 1924. Neville died in 1927 leaving a small
daughter Carole. who was raised as Carole DeVaul by her
grandparents, Jim and Zella. Carole and her husband,
Charles Bohl, have just left Lompoc to reside in
Atascadero. Their son and his wife, Jim and Laragene
{(Schuyler) Bohl, and their children Charles and Heather.
are the descendants of Jim and Zella.

The Historical Society is looking for pictures of the
Benjamin DeVaul family, and of John A. and Julia
Hilburn, and of Alice May (DeVaui) and William Jackson
Hilburn. See Zella Archer DeVaul's picture in the Lompoc
Museum in the Barker family section.




Lompoc Grammar School building, built for $63,000 in 1921,
northwest corner Chestnut and H. Work started in October of
that year, cornerstone ceremony was in November, and doors
opened to pupils for the first time in Sept., 1922. Every class
room was occupied. Wrecking ball ended its life in 1969,
Principals during its years were Sara Mickelson, 1922; Mrs.
James Gardner, 1923; Kate Sutton, 1925-26; Clarence Ruth
succeeded her in May, 1926 through 1948, then Roe Strickland
to 1950 followed by Gilbert Martin, who was transferred to the
new Clarence Ruth Elementary School in 1962, with Leon House
taking over as principal. It was named El Camino Elementary
School in 1960.
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