Anmpnr 'ﬁallpg ‘lﬁtﬁiﬂl‘tml %nrwtg Fur.

Founded September 5, 1964 at Lompoe, California

QUARTERLY BULLETIN

Copy No. 20

.AND THE TOWN GREW

Winter 1978/1979

MOORE S CENTENNIAL

-

Brohelia and George W. Moore, with their three older sons:
Frank, G. W., Jr.and Fred. It was taken before 1888 when last
son, Harold, was born.

This Lompoc Legacy is dedicated to the George W.
Moore family, still carrying on a family business started in
Lompoc 100 years ago. The business, through the years,
has had various names and locations, and today is
Lompoc’s oldest family commercial institution. The
Moores are celebrating their Centennial this May, 1979,

The present owners of Moore’s Department Store are
the great-grandchildren of the founder, George Washington
Moore, who was born in Cambridge, Ohio, into a family

by Myra Manfrina

whose ancestors arrived as colonists in America in 1701
from Ireland, and before that, from their native Scotland.
All were in politics of the area in which they lived and in
Ohio were in the freighting business. When George W.
moved out to Butte Co., Ca., he continued in this business
plus farming and stock raising on the Fernandez Grant in
Oroville.

It is not known what prompted him to come south to
Lompoc, but on his arrival here in late 1878 with his wife
and three sons (see Legacy No. 18, page 2), and his six
horse team and wagon, he hauled produce and
merchandise between Lompoc and the wharf at Pt.
Purisima and established a general merchandise store in
town in his first year of residence in Lompoc.

That first store was at 2056 W. Ocean Ave., called ““G.W.
Moore and Dickens, General Merchandise’’. His partner
was Bird Dickens, who was a stepfather to Geneva
Hoover. Moore kept his interest in this store until April
1909 when John M. Watson bought his half interest in the
grocery stock. (See Legacy No. 18, page 3.) The
newspaper said ‘‘the firm has been doing a good business
but Mr. Moore decided to retire.’’ In 1902 a newspaper ad
read: ‘‘Say! Have you been to G.W. Moore’s for
groceries? Now is the time. Next door to McAdam &
Smith’s, Ocean Avenue.”” (McAdam & Smith’s is now
Perozzi Hardware). Veda Perkins recalls seeing Mrs.
G.W. Moore sitting either inside the store or outside on
the sidewalk in a rocking chair. She evidently kept tabs on
this store while her husband expanded the business to
other stores.

Keeping the Moore and Dickens grocery going the
whole time he was in business in Lompoc, G.W. bought
another establishment in 1885 - he traded his freight outfit
to Sam Dickerson and brother for Sam’s Grocery store
which we think was located very near the northeast corner
of H and Ocean, next to A.J. Nichols jeweler. In this
location by April 1887 he and John N. Saunders were
pariners as successors to Doak & Brittian, dealers in
groceries and notions - ‘‘all merchantable commeodities
taken at highest market price in exchange for groceries

1 and provisions.”’



A news item in 1888 said ‘‘the firm of Saunders and
Moore dissolved by mutual consent and George W. Moore
succeeds to the business at the old stand.”’ (For Saunders
story see Legacy No. 10, page 3) That year he joined forces
with his eldest son, Frank Bines Moore, and Frank Almon
Calhoun under the firm name “‘G.W. Moore & Co.”” They
sold everything from fine dress hats end ladies kid shoes
to mens furnishings, groceries, curtain poles and shades,
carpets, beans, seeds, dairy products and the Domestic

Sewing Machine. ‘‘Goods delivered to all parts of town'’.

In June of 1889 S.K. Shilling cleared away the old
buildings on the northeast corner of H and Ocean for Mr.
Dean (druggist), in preparation for the erection of the
“‘Dean Block’’ on the comer (block was the term used for
multi-store buildings). When this was completed - the
ouilding in the photos with the turret-like peak - G.W.
Moore & Co. ‘‘moved to their new home in the Dean
Block’’. (1889) A building went up fast in those days!

Another change took place the following year when
Freeman Fisk, Nathan and W.A. Saunders bought the
grocery and provision department of the Moore company
(see Legacy No. 17). Moore, still with- partners Frank
Moore and Calhoun, stayed on selling dry goods
exclusively. Calhoun continued with them for five years,
then his health failed and the Moores bought his interest
and continued with “‘G.W. Moore & Son’’ until George
purchased a ranch and moved to it and Frank bought his
father out. This was perhaps 1894, because from April 1,
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1893 to June 1, 1894, G.W. Moore & Son had a continual
closing out sale. G.W. evidently retired then from that
store but still had interest in the Moore and Dickens
grocery. In January 1907, when Mrs. G.W. Moore died
her obituary said she had had a partial stroke a few
months before, which caused her to give up her little
grocery business. This indicates that she was the one
interested in that store rather than her husband, although
he retained the partnership until Watson bought him out
two years later.

When Mrs. Moore died on Sunday, January 6, 1907, she
was not buried until the following Thursday, because of
the severe rain. On January 9, Wednesday, the big flood
occurred, when Robinson bridge collapsed drowning Mrs.
Sherman Huyck and young Alfred Lind. Anna Moore
(Mrs. Frank B.) recorded this in her diary.

George W., after the store was closed, may have stayed
on his five acre ranch over on the Burton Mesa (north of
the Mission, now Union Oil Property}, but at some point he
joined his son, Harold, on a 160 acre homestead in Sulphur
Springs Valley, Cochice Co., Ariz. Harold went to Arizona
in 1910 and it was there that George W. died Mar. 24,
1912. They brought his body back to Lompoc for burial,
and his also was a rainy funeral, with the horses getting
stuck on the road to the cemetery, after services at Frank’s
residence under the auspices of the IOOF.

Frank and his brother, George Jr., bought the grocery
stock of W.B. Holland catacorner from the G.W. Moore &
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Northeast corner H and Ocean “Dean Block' just after it was built - late 1889. G.W. Moore has groceries in one window and a
display of yardage and the Domestic Sewing Machine in the other. The store signs are not up yet. Npr is the large awning shown
in the later picture. The little building extreme left is the first library.
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Son location, with Frank continuing selling dry goods at
the old store and George as managing partner in the new
firm dealt in groceries and provisions. A news item in
1894: **The north side of the Odd Fellows Building has
peen made unusually attractive by the words ‘Moore Bros.
General Groceries’ richly painted. This new firm is
manifesting great enterprise and is bidding high for public
patronage.’”’ This was on the Old Odd Fellows building,
same location as the present one which was build in 1905.

In the next year George Jr. must have turned his store
over to another manager or closed the business as he
became manager of either his or his father’s new store in
Guadalupe that year. It is not clear just whose store it was.
We know that George was there that year, it was in the
Santa Maria Times, and also his son William was in
Guadalupe in December, 1895. George, with his brother
Fred, also ran a store in Santa Ynez, according to family
historian Roy Moore, son of Harold.

Also between 1895 and 1901, the years of the big
railroad building boom, G.W. Moore, Sr., had a store at
Bridgeport, the town that sprang up near Surf and Baroda
to benefit the hundreds of railroad workers. It was just a
shack of a store, as were the other four or five there.

From April 1898 to April 1899 George W. Moore was
one of the Lompoc city councilmen. See picture in Legacy

No. 18.

We have large gaps in our Lompoc newspaper
collection, especially between 1885 and 1908. So it is
difficult to factually establish locations and dates in those
years, however we think Frank B. moved again in 1895 to
the south alley corner in the 100 block of South H Street -
the old Elite Bakery location, naming that business *‘F.B.
Moore.”’ He bought the whole big brick two story
building, and today it is owned by his grandchildren, Jim
Moore and Mary Smith. In about 1898 - 1900 he formed a
partnership with J.P. Gury, who already had a hardware
store here. As *‘Gury & Moore’’ they were located at 115
West Ocean Ave. They incorporated in 1903 as the
‘‘Mercantile Union.”’

The Odd Fellows wanted to build, if they could rent the
ground floor, so the Mercantile Union negotiated a 10
years’ lease with the IOOF Building committee and
occupied their corner from the time the new building was
built in 1905 until 1915. Gury sold out about 1911 and went
to Los Angeles and the corporation name changed again to
Moore Mercantile Co. The only name change since is to
the present one, Moore’s Department Store.

Frank almost went out of business when his lease
expired at Odd Fellows. He held a closing out - retirement
sale and when the stock had been reduced, moved it all
into what had been the hardware department on West
Ocean. Rudolphs were moving into the Odd Fellows
quarters. Evidently Frank changed his mind and decided

Here is the north side of the street about 1895 - fancy advertising has been added to the side of the building, the awning and signs
installed and the street lamp on the corner was installed by Moore. Next is Pomeroy and Shoults, real estate, a meat market, two
unknown stores, Black's Harness Shop and Mrs. Black's Millinary shop, the Fashion Stables and across the street (G), is Talbott's

Livery and the Freil Hotel.



Frank and Anna Moore and sons, Howard (top) and Ernest

to continue business, as he bought a two story frame
structure just down the block on West Ocean and moved in
March 11, 1916. The rest of the block at that time was
either completely vacant or had some small buildings on
it. Moore displayed farm equipment outside. The late Joe
Cabral, Sr., recalled that when the machinery was left
outside on the corner of Ocean and 1 no one ever bothered
it, and he said he admired a plow one day and was told he
could take it and pay for it as his crops came in!

Henry Mendez, Sr., also recalls his father and many
other farmers paying their bill once a year when the crops
were sold (that was a general custom for stores and
farmers at that time.) Mendez said his parents brought in
butter cubes made with a wooden press and eggs and
applied the payment for them onto their account.

Estelle Dickinson Ingamells, age 91, remembers when
Tom Dickinson was farming, he paid his bill once a year.
On one occasion Frank Moore gave him a suit of clothes at
the time of payment. Another time Ernest gave her a third
jacket free for son Lawrence when she purchased two
other jackets for husband Tom and son Howard; then
things changed, she said, that was the end of the free
gifts! (Dickinson story Legacy No. 10, page 3).

Stella Alcott said that in 1925 she and Sam had been in
Lompoc only a short time when Frank Moore approached
them and asked if they would like to open a charge
account,

Frank’s granddaughters Lothelle and Norma Jean recall
in the 1930s when the butchers would kill chickens in the
back of the store as the customers ordered them - they

remember hearing the chickens squawking. Everytime 4

they went into the store they would reach into the cookie
and cracker barrels for snacks. They also remember living

on the upper floor while their home was being built on
South H Street.

One time the Mercantile Union gave away a cow to the
person holding the lucky number. There was a real jam at
the store the day of the drawing. Albert Mikle, of the C.
Larsen ranch, was the one who led bossy away with him.

The old Christian Church, which stood on the southwest
corner of [ and Cypress for many years, was bought by
Frank Moore and moved onto the alley side of the
hardware department, probably in the 1920s, to house Bob
Mercer’s plumbing shop. It is still there, and during the
recent renovation and enlargement of the hardware
department a wall of the old church was torn down,
redwood and square nails.

In 1927 there were four bids for the new post office
building, and it was awarded to Frank Moore for the
corner of I and Ocean. He built a Spanish-style two story
structure that still exists and the post office moved in July,
1927. The upper story housed apartments. The post office
occupied that corner until the ‘40s when the WWII influx
required larger quarters so the building south of the alley
was constructed for the post office - that is now
incorporated into the Moore Department Store complex.

Frank didn’t live to see his beautiful new building
completed. He died in May, 1927. A week later the new
Knights of Pythias theater building was dedicated. He had
been an active promoter on the KP building committee.
He was a civic leader, member of the City Council, served
several terms on the high school board, was on various
county committees, including the one to put the highway
over Harris Grade, and worked with the Farm Bureau and
the old Lompoc Valley Fair, which was held in the old
Opera House for several years during the 1920s.

Newly completed Odd Fellows Building and the Mercantile
Union just moved in to downstairs quarters, 1505. We wish
we could identify the people - if anyone can identify please let
us know. No. 4 is R.M. White, bookkeeper, No. 7 is Frank
Moore, No, 8, Carl Saunders, No. 9, Jasper Beyerholm.



The business was now in the hands of his wife, Anna,
and their two sons, Howard and Ernest. Anna retained her
active interest in the store’s management until just a few
years before her death in 1952. She was also a community
leader and active in clubs and social groups. Mother and
sons in 1937 built again, this time the large domed section
that today houses the linens, lingerie, children’s and
mens’ departments. This was a $25,000 store built by
Everett Building Co. (Bert and Charles Everett). For many
years Moores was the largest complete retail store
between Los Angeles and San Francisco, until 1961 when
they closed their grocery department. In all the time they
were in the grocery business, 1879-1961, they had free
delivery to local residents and at Christmastime they sent
a box of groceries as a gift to their elderly long-time
customers.

Howard and Ernest continued partnership in the Moore
firm until Ernest’s death in 1960, then Ernest’s daughters,
Lothelle {(Mrs. Joe Grossini), and Norma Jean {Mrs. Carl
Woodard), joined Howard in the ownership and manage-
ment until Howard's death in 1976. Today the recently
renovated and redecorated whole complex of departments
is managed by Ernest’s daughters, Lothelie and Norma
Jean, with Howard's children, James Moore and Mrs.
Dan Smith, as partners.

A brief Moore genealogy:

George Washington Moore, born 1838, Cambridge,
Ohio, died 1912, Wilcox, Arizona; married 1865 Butte Co.,
Ca., to Brohelia Cochran, b. 1848, Middleton, O., d. 1907,
Lompoc. Four sons: Frank Bines, George Jr., Frederick
and Harold Andrew.

George W., Jr., born 1870 Butte Co., died 1920,
Betteravia where he was in charge of the Union Sugar Co.
Hardware store. His wife Mabel Lowry, married 1895,

Ladies dry goods and mens furnishings plus grocery - Nov. 1,
1907. Both photos are where Braun’'s Pharmacy is today.
Anna Moore at left.

Santa Barbara, was native to Centerville, 5. Dakota. She
died 1912 Lompoc. In 1895 George went into the
mercantile business in Guadalupe and at some time was
partner with brother Fred in a Santa Ynez store. He also
had his own tire business at one time in Santa Maria. Two
children: William George Moore and Lila Moore Sterling.
“Bill”” was born in Guadalupe, and died in 1952, Lompoc.
He and his wife, Vivian {Whiting) were Lompoc farmers in
the lower valley. Their daughter Phyllis (Mrs. Bruno
Mautino) lives in Santa Barbara.

Frederick E. Moore, born 1878, Hamilton, Butte Co.,
died 1935, Sacramento, married in 1897 to Olive .
Douglass, dtr. of Harl and Margaret, and granddaughter
of George L., early Lompocans. Their firstborn, Jack
Douglass Moore, married Lottie, lived in Redlands. Two
children of theirs survive, Fred and Lillian Moore
Armstrong. Frederick after Olive’s death in 1911 in
childbirth, married again in 1917 to Laura Savaker, a local
schoolteacher, and they moved to Willows where he had
an implement store.

Harold Andrew Moore, born about 1888 in Lompoc,
died in 1928. Married Stella Dimock, born 1884, Nova
Scotia, died 1953, Lompoc. Stella was daughter of Shubael
and Jennie (Fish) Dimock who came to Lompoc in 1887.
Stella and Harold moved to Cochise Co., Arizona in 1910,
near Wilcox where they homesteaded. Then in 1926 they
moved to Ballard, and it was there where they were living
and farming that Harold had a team hitched to a corn
binder run away with him. The accident broke and cut his
arm and he died of lockjaw.

Children of Harold and Stella: Lloyd Dimock Moore,
Ruth Marjorie Moore Davison, Robert and Roy Moore. A
fifth child, George Richard Moore, died as an 11 year old
in 1933. Marjorie and Robert are residents of Paradise,
and Roy, the family historian, lives in Los Molinos. Lloyd
D. Moore, born in Lompoc in 1907, died in 1958 in a plane
crash while on a hunting trip in Mexico. In 1934 he
married Laila Randall, born 1913 to Emory Raymond
Randall and Laila E. (Higgins). Emory came to Lompoc in
1905 and was bookkeeper for S.P. Milling Co. many years.
Lloyd and Laila Moore founded Moore Mill & Lumber
Company in Lompoc in 1946 and since his death she and
their sons, Fred and Ronald, have continued the business,
marking the firm’s 33rd anniversary this year.

Frank Bines Moore, born 1867, Butte Co., married
Anna F. Williams, daughter of J.0. Williams, a Goleta
pioneer, 1893. Anna, born in 1868 in Santa Barbara, was
at the time of her marriage a schoolteacher at the
Miguelito Canyon school. Sons: Howard and Ernest.

Howard J. Moore, born 1894 in Lompoc, married Bertha
Seaman, born 1897 Mendocino Co., and died 1978,
Lompoc. She was the Artesia schoolteacher at the time of
their 1921 marriage. Their children: James Moore, born
1923, married Eleanor Bailey, daughter of William and
Ethel (Hjelm) Bailey - Ethel was another Artesia



Brohelia Moore’s little grocery - building seen at right is Smith
Hardware. Mr. and Mrs. John Watson, after their purchase of
the business, stand in front, about 1910.

West Ocean Avenue, July 4, 1914 - horserace through town!
Two story building at corner of 1 and Ocean is Smith Hardware
. now Perozzi Hardware. Smaller building next door still bears
sign: G.W. Moore & Dickens, General Merchandise, aithough in
this year it is owned by John Watson.
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Rare photo of the south side of 100 block of West Ocean, about
1915. At left can be seen corner of Odd Fellows building, then
two stores and the two-story building bought by Frank Moore
in 1915. The Bank of Lompoc building in the foreground, still
there today, hasn’t changed much over the years.

schoolteacher. Eleanor and Jim Moore have a daughter
Marilyn and son, William Howard. Mary Katherine
Moore, Howard and Bertha’s second child, is the wife of
Daniel L. Smith, of Piedmont, and their two sons are Hugh
and Howard.

Ernest F. Moore, born 1896, Lompoc, married in 1921 to
Donalda Huyck Makkonen, widow of George Makkonen,
who was drowned off the rocks near Surf shortly after the
‘marriage. Donalda was the daughter of Nellie (Richardson)
and Walter Huyck, both from 1874 founding Lompoc
families. She was born in 1893 and died in 1962 in Lompoc.
Ernest and Donalda had three children: Lothelle, Donald
and Norma Jean.

Lothelle married Joseph Grossini, son of Joseph and
Virginia, in 1946. Joe has retired from his service station
business and is now helping out in the mens’ department
at Moores’. Their children: Lyla Lee (Mrs. Lawrence
Mendez), and Thomas Grossini, both of Lompoc.

Donald married Norma Steffensen, of Solvang, in 1950,
and an illness took his life in 1953. Their son is Franklyn
Ernest Moore.

Norma Jean married Glenn H. James in 1944 and their
two children are Jennifer and Gary James, both of Santa
Barbara. Glenn died in 1963 and in 1965 Norma Jean
married Carl Woodard, long time employee of Southern
California Gas Company. Their home today is the home
built by Ernest and Donalda on South H Street.

In her diary, Anna Moore described an experience with
their newly purchased auto: September 1906, purchased
: an auto $1,300. October 14 went to Santa Ynez, stayed
! overnight. Went to Santa Barbara next day. Started home
Tuesday, came to Ortega Hill, just beyond, when auto
stopped. 1 o’clock, wind blowing - had left Howard and
Ernest with Mrs. Kelliher - worked with the auto from 1 to
5 o’clock, then pushed it out of the road and left it for the
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night and walked 5 miles to Alcatraz. Got there 10 min.
after 7 and finally got to stay overnight with Mrs. Aunt
Sally Saunders (see Legacy No. 17, page 2). She was very
kind. 4 o’clock next a.m. Frank and another man went
down to the auto afoot and worked until 8 o’clock and she
moved along to the bridge at Gaviota and stopped again.
Worked with it another hour and it moved off to Santa
Ynez. Thursday we started home but near Mr. Hanly's
(grocery), she stopped so we stayed at Hanly’s overnight
and came home next morning. (for more on Anna and
Frank Moore see pages 1 and 2 of Legacy No. 16)

MOORE
CENTENNIAL

South side of West Ocean Avenue, looking east. Taken in 1905,
Moore’s had just moved into the new Odd Fellows Hall, corner
H and Ocean. In 1916 they moved into the two story building
shown at right.



Erriest Moore in the Mercantile delivery wagon, about 1921
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