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Artesia Country School

Artesia Schoolhouse Restored

The Lompoc Unified School District moved Ar-
tesia schoolhouse, the wvalley’s oldest school, from
down the valley on the corner of Central and Ar-
tesia to the corner of H and Chestnut in town. The
old school has been restored, and the Native Daugh-
ters of the Golden West, La Purisima Parlor No.
237, placed a Landmark Bronze Plague on the build-
ing June 12, 1973. Mrs. Howard (Elsie Douglass)
Sperber, o former student and later a substitute
teacher at Artesia wrote the following history of
the school for the event.

ARTESIA SCHOOL
by Elsie {Douglass) Sperber

FRIENDS: 1 feel honored that I was asked to re-
view the history of the Artesia School for this

occasion, because my father and all his brothers and
sisters (seven of them) and all nine of us (two
families) were graduated from Artesia.

In 1876, the town voted to build two schools in
the valley — Artesia and Maple, with Artesia being
the first. The school in town was being rebuilt,
having been outgrown at that time, too. Up to this
time, there was only a little privately run school on
Union Sugar Avenue north of the slough near the
Fabing and Summers’ places. It had an enrollment
of about 14,

The Artesia District included the area from the
west side of Douglass Avenue to Surf and to the
0Old Landing where the Lompoe Wharf was located.
The wharfinger, Mr. Lansdell’s three children at-
tended Artesia regularly — except when the Santa
Ynez was too high to cross.

The first location of the Artesia School in 1876,
was on two acres on Central Avenue between Union
Sugar and Artesia Avenues. It received its name
because of a nearby Artesian Well which soon went
dry. Then two boys at a time had to fetch a five
gallon bucket of water each day from the slough
nearby. Those were the days of the common dipper
and the roller towel — still the pattern when I went
there quite a few years later.

The first teacher at Artesia was Emma Robinson
who rode a horse for transportation, as did many of
the pupils.

This seemed to be a very windy location. At
any rate, whether the prime reason or not, in 1908,
the building was moved to a three acre plot at the
corner of Central and Artesia. Miss Maude Parsons
was the teacher then until 1910 when she married
George Summers and thus began another well known
Lompoc family,

The building was heated by a wood stove. Boys
were alloted the job of keeping the wood supply re-



Artesia School Interior in 1903
Daisy Harmon, Teacher

Left to right: Stanley Ruffner, Guy Canfield, Harold Ruffner,
Amy Ruffner, Clifford Ruffner, Frank Fabing, Ralph Ruffner,
William Wilson, Lester Fabing, Allen Rhodes, Oscar Fabing and
Verda Fabing.

plenished. The first desks were two-pupil desks
with individual ink wells and pens. Along one wall
was a blackboard. When I attended, there were only
the single desks on runners or screwed to the floor
as I recall. The 1st graders were always seated on
the right facing the front and on up to the 8th
graders on the left. Each went to the recitation
bench in the front to recite.

The Artesia School Club was formed in 1917-18
or thereabouts and finally an addition was added by
the district farmers primarily as a kitchen where
coffee was prepared and cakes were cut for the
dances which were held regularly. That’s where we
young people were taught to dance — quadrilles —
square dances—varsouvienne—waltzes and one-step,
also fox-trot — by all the good dancers among the
farmers of the valley. A quote from the Lompoc
Record shows: “On Sunday (Jan. 4, 1925), a gather-
ing of 15 men built on the Artesia 20x20 foot room.
As it could not be completed this day, those who
could leave their farms finished the addition on
Tues., January 6.

Also in the 1924-25 school year, electric heat re-
placed the wood and oil stoves. But the teachers that
taught there at that time said they still had to build
wood fires for heat, and it was not their easiest ac-
complishment. The small kitchen had an electric
plate and water heater — a pleasure for social af-

fairs. So Artesia became a two teacher school for
most of the years thereafter. I suppose that also
ended the era of the woodshed and the “out-houses”,
which could have been called “Russia” and “Iran”
they were so far away.

The school spans a period of 85 years — 1876-
1961, with so many familiar names reappearing
through the years, as second and possibly third
generation families attended there.

Citing three important periods of time: the first
trustees in 1876 were Marion W. Horn, I. W. Can-
field, and my grandfather, Cyrus Douglass — who
were of course, all instrumental in getting that
school built.

When the school was moved in 1908, the trustees
were Lowell Shanklin, Walter Lewis (Sr.) and
Peter Skaarup (Sr.).

And when it was closed, because of unification,
in 1961, the trustees were Walter Spanne, Jim Beat-
tie and Richard Henning.

In 1884, the picture on page three was taken of
the school and the pupils, and is indicative of the .
families present in those early years. There are
many familiar names whose descendants have also
grown up here, with many of them active in the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Pioneer Society,
Museum Society, or just active citizens of Lompoc.
This picture names 14 families that accounted for
44 students that year with Miss Snow as teacher.
The families were: Bennett, Summers, Canfield,
Durm, Bish, Morehead, Stacy, LaSalle, Upton, Doug-
lass, Wooldridge, and Dougherty.

My father, Luther Douglass, was either in the
first or second grade, his brothers, Charles and Les-
ter, and his sister, Annie, all older than he, attended
then, too. His brother, Daniel, had finished the year
before. There were Douglasses enrolled in the school
from its beginning in 1876 with gaps of only a few
years in between until 1946 — 70 years and two
generations!

Other families important to the history of Ar-
tesia from the early days to its closing are: Ruffner,
Kalin, Griffin, Buchanan, Fisher, Gruwell, Fabing,
DeWolf, Gifford, Barker, Davidson, Hall, McCabe,
Rhodes, Craft, Holst, Hounshell, Webb, Emmons,
Fisk, Reed, Allen, Begg, Archer, Deising, Fratis,
Main, McCandless, Shanklin, Ferrari, Sutter, Ste-
wart, Swope, Wilson, Daniels, Crandall, Bondietti,
Guerra, Bento, Cagianut, Cardoza, DeBolt, DeMaria,
Fernandez, Lundberg, Pio, Spanne, Dean, Huyck,
Grossini, McGregor, Munoz, Velasquez, Villalobos,
VanCamp, Silva, Hilburn, and no doubt there are
others whose names have not come to mind. The
lists given previously and trustees were not named.



ARTESIA SCHOLARS OF 1884
From left to right, standing on top steps: Mrs. Fannie Bennett, Lura Summers, Mrs. Jake Durm, Dora Ganfield, Alta Bish, Mag
Summers, Jennie Horn, Grace Bennett, Edith Horn, Miss Snow (teacher), Mae Bennett, Lula Bish, Nina Mocrehead, Annie Can-
field; boys standing on top step: Dana Bish, Charles Douglass, Jock Durm, Charles La Salle, Sam Bennett, Lester Douglass, Vern

La Salle and Luther Douglass.

Second row, sitting: Nettie Bish, Lilly Horn, Lizzie Horn, Nellie Upton, Etta Summers, Man Bish, Nellie Wooldridge and Harry
Wooldridge; standing: Harry Morehead, Bert Stacy, George Summers, Ralph Davidson, Lew Stacy (back), Harry Bish, John Upton,
Alfred Canfield, George Horn, Bert Canfield; two boys sitting: Henry Wooldridge and Ed Upton.

Hiding under the porch because they were too bashful to have their pictures taken were Charles Bennett, Charles Durm, Annie

Douglass, John and Mary Dougherty.

Teachers at Artesia through the years are listed on
page six.

In the early years of the school, there were nine
vears of study umtil well into the 1890’s I believe.
There were eight grades until 1919 when the 8th
grade went to the high school campus as the first
junior high class. After that, there were just grades
1-6. My brother, Anderson (Bud), was in that first
Junior High class. My brother Marvin and I, were
sophomores then.

In 1918, Marvin and I were ready to start High
School together and there were two alternatives:
stay with the relatives in town or drive a car. We
had a Dodge Touring car, but in the spring of 1918,
dad bought us a Dodge roadster and taught us both
to drive. By August, we were expert enough and
drove until 1921 (Senior year) when we rode the
ous which was operating then — Mr. Winans and
his Reo Speed Wagon!

I can reeall the county superintendents who made

visits to the school: Miss M. V. Lehner, Arthur S.
Pope, Mrs. Muriel Edwards, and Hal Caywood, and
had personal experiences with each — Miss Lehner
as a pupil, and the others later, when I was teaching.

I did substitute teaching at Artesia sometimes
during 1946-1950 for Mrs. Balaam for several weeks
on two occasions. The memories of my days in
school there really came back and no doubt helped
in handling the multi-class situation. Mrs. Balaam
was teaching alone at the time.

I well recall one county stipulation of twice a
year county exams that all 7th and 8th graders in
the county had to take and were passed or failed on
the results. I remember how scared we were and
realized later than the teacher was scared, too, for
passing or failing was more or less a reflection of
her worth as a teacher. The test came printed —
each subject on a separate sheet and in a sealed
envelope which had to be opened on the day of the
examinations. Anything below 75 was failing.



Mr. Winans and his schoo! bus.

When Mrs, Bailey (now) was teaching (I was
in Tth or 8th grade) I remember we planned a spe-
cial treat for exam day, which was to go to the
slough and pick wild blackberries for lunch. We
came prepared with sugar and cream from home.

Later, the county exams were dispensed with and
were replaced with achievement results and a con-
stitution test. These were also dropped, probably
in the early 1950’s.

Harvest time in the fall brought interesting
diversion. When the beets were to be dug to the
south and west of the school, the Union Sugar Co.
had two huge engines that were at each end of the
field with a plow that was pulled back and forth
between the two engines on a steel cable. They used
a whistle signal from one to the other as the plow
reached the end to go back. It was a marvel to see,
but the shrill whistle was ear splitting when too
close. I remember being perched on a school fence
post watching, when unexpectedly, the whistle blew
(I always thought to scare us!) and I literally flew
off the post and landed hard in the yard.

Then after the beets were hauled away, the beet
tops remained. The fields were fenced with barbed
wire which never looked very secure and the most
non-descript, half-starved, wild looking cattle were
turned into these. fields to feed on the tops. In some
places they were on both sides of the road — so we’d
scurry through in a great hurry. We were so re-
lieved when they were moved out.

As for fun and games — they were endless. Boys
and girls of all ages played together or there never
would have been enough for a game or a team. We
went the rounds of marbles, tops, jump rope, races,
baseball with a hard ball and no gloves (?), or even
play-acted in the wood shed in wet weather. In the
spring when the wild mustard and weeds grew up
in the area behind the school, we played hide-and-

seek or run-sheep-run. Dare-base was another fa-
vorite as well an annie-over. I'm sure I could never
get a ball over the building now. We played base-
ball against Maple School and also Lynden, I believe.

It seemed to me there was so much fog when we
were kids. It was eerie to hear voices in the fog
ahead and yet not be able to see anyone. That would
start a yelling banter of one sort or another back
and forth.

Then there were the days of strong winds when
on the way home we’d hoist our sweaters over our
heads hanging on to the bottoms to make a sail and
we'd litterally fly home the mile or mile and a quar-
ter, depending whether we could cut through the
fields.

When it rained, what mud! Rubbers were off at
every step!

Miss Meals in 1913 rode a bicycle from town
part of the time or rode the train to Artesia Avenue
then walked over. The Fratis’ sometimes had the
teacher stay there.

Artesia had some exceedingly outstanding teach-
ers and has graduated many successful students,
many who are still living here and attest to that fact.

Those of us who have grown up and were edu-
cated in the Artesia District can be proud of the
interest and perserverance of our forebearers in
their persistance in maintaining a school of as high
quality as possible in their own area. Consolidation
arguments came up fairly regularly, but they re-
sisted and stuck to their convictions for as long as
it seemed of uppermost importance to them.,

That era has passed, so now we can revere the
little school, and all can help in carrying out the
plans for refurbishing with as much authenticity as
possible, or help in whatever its destiny shall be.

Artesia School — 85 ‘years of service.



A Struggle for Life!

Artesia schoolhouse was threatened with des-
truction right after it was closed in June, 1961. The
narrow escape occured in a Lompoe Unified School
District Board of Trustees meeting and is desceribed
in a July 13, 1961 Lompoc Record article. The fol-
lowing suggestions were recorded:

1. Destroy the building and give the two acres
of land to the school agricultural department
for an experimental plot,

2. Have the county raze the building.

3. Turn over the building to the fire department
for a fire exercise.

4. Attempt to sell the building, keep the fence
and hold the land.

The board agreed to hold the matter over until
the next meeting.

An alternative not mentioned in the July meet-

ing was to use the building for storage. This sug-
gestion won out at subsequent meetings, and for the

next five years, the old school building was used as
a Lompoc Unified School District warehouse. It
allowed the district a saving of some square footage
in new storage facilities during the years of high
enrollment.

The next series of significant events began early
in 1966. The newly organized Lompoe Valley His-
torical Society and the Lompoc Pioneer Society ini-
tiated a proposal to make the 90-year-old Artesia
Schoolhouse an historical landmark. The Santa Bar-
bara County Landmark Committee gave its approval
April 21, 1966. The County Board of Supervisors
approved resolution 66-424, August 8, 1966, making
Artesia School a county landmark. Supervigor Fran-
cis . Beattie (Artesia School graduate) made the
motion. The plan being considered, was to give the
responsibility of renovation and selection of fur-
nishings to the Historical Society, and the county
was to create a park out of the 214 acre school
grounds.

Negotiations with the Unified School District
continued through 1967. Proposals to buy the prop-
erty or move the building to another site were being
discussed by the Historical Society board. Limited
funds prevented an immediate go-ahead with re-

storation. Meanwhile, the school district was still
using the building for storage.

The schoolhouse was again threatened on the
evening of December 27, 1969. A fire in the build-

ing damaged the main structure, and the western
section added to the schoolhouse in 1925 was a total

loss. The Historical Society reluctantly voted, Janu-
ary 14, 1970, to abandon the restoration project.

Once the county supervisors rescinded the land-
mark resolution 66-424 on January 21, 1970, the
school district was then free to determine what it
should do with the historic country school. It was
learned the insurance would cover the complete re-
storation of the school to its original one-room di-
mensions, s0 the school board trustees approved the
repair of the building. Approval to move the school-
house intec Lompoc and restore it was voted May 23,
1972,

Work began at the end of September, 1972 to
remove the school from Artesia and Central Avenue
to its permanent site on the campus of El Camino
Elementary School at Chestnut Avenue and H
Street. The burned roof was removed, the school
was moved to its new location, and by November 29,
1972, the new roof was on. Work on the porch,
interior, and the final coat of white paint was com-
pleted in the Spring of 1973.

The school bell had been removed from the
schoolhouse while it stood unprotected during the
1960’s. It was privately stored when evidence was
found that someone had been trying to unbolt the
frame. When the school was restored, the rust of
years was removed from the old bell and it is pre-
served in its place in the school belfry.

The Artesia School sign was taken off the school-
house when it stood empty after the fire. However,
the vandals were “bad” kids from good families,
and it was too big to hang on a wall anyway. The
Historical Society was notified that it appeared in
a back yard in town. The sign, returned to the
school district, was given a fresh coat of paint, and
hangs on the front of the school again after it was
feared iost. The “1876" sign which used to hang
above the “Artesia School” sign, is still missing. If
anyone knows where it is, both the Historical Society
and the school district would be very pleased to have
it returned to its rightful place on the front of the
school.

Old school desks, and country school furnishings
are being collected to make the schoolhouse as au-
thentic as possible. The Lompoc Valley Historical
Society is looking for, desks and other items that
were actually used in Artesia-School in its early
days.“"' : 4 & icr B



Teachers of Artesia School

Artesia school was first located on Central Ave-
nue between Union Sugar and Artesia Avenues.

1876 - 1883

Emma Robinson

(Time period) Miss Orton

1881
1883
1884
1885 - 1886
1887 - 1892

Miss Mayhew
Fannie Henning
Will Robinson

Susie Hanshaw
Howard Broughton
Miss Snow

Rose Young

Mr. Holman

(Time period) John Marking Bateman

1893 - 1894
1895 - 1896
1896 - 1900
1900 -1901
1902

1903

1903 - 1907

1908 - 1910

1911
1912
1913
1914-1915
1916-1919
1920

1921
1922 - 1923
1924

1925

1926

1927 1929
1929 1930

1930 - 1934

1935

1936 - 1939
1940 - 1945

1946 - 1950

Jimmy Saunders
Clara Clark

J. E. Shafer

Harry Hopkins

Mrs. Coralinn Bennett Cameron
Ella Miller (Mrs. Hugo Boie)
Laura Edrington (MecLaughlin)
Miss Daisy Harmon

Miss Meecham

Miss Clancy

Maude Parsons (Mrs. Geo. Sum-
mers) replaced when married, by:
Miss Gladys Hill

Miss Hikbard

Gertrude Lofthouse

Laura Meals

Berdie Coffin

Miss Ethel Hjelm (Mrs. Wm. Bailey)

Miss Bertha Seman (Mrs. Howard
Moore)

Grades 1-6 (40 pupils)

Grades 7 and 8 went to Jr. High

Anna Foley
Helen McLean

Mary Shannon and Emily Musick
(Mrs. John Swan)

Lavinia Gordon Hoag (Mrs. C. A,
Stillman)

Louise M. Larsen (Mrs. Holt)

May Chamberlain and Ruth Atringer

May Chamberlain and Miss Claire
Fraser (Mrs. Gilbert Martin)

May Chamberlain and Elsa Akolin
(In the summer before 1984 year,

May Chamberlain married Harry
Koekebacker)

Mrs. Koekebacker and Mary Erick-
sen

Mrs. Koekebacker

Olive McConnell (Assisted in 1941 by
Ethel McKnight)

Mrs. Maurice Balaam, Teacher-Prin-

1951

1951 - 1952
1952 - 1953
1953 - 1954
1954 - 1955
1955 - 1956
1957 - 1959
1959

1960 - 1961
1961

cipal (Assisted in 1950 by Teresa
McElroy)

Eva Flynn

Paul Baptiste, Principal

Jessie DeBolt (Mrs. Ramming) Pri-
mary Teacher

John Bibby, Principal

Mrs. Ramming, Teacher

John Bibby, Principal

Marjory Bruce, Teacher

Mrs. E. L. Hammond, Principal
Mrs. Ramming, Teacher

Mprs. Nellie Harvie, Principal

Mrs. Ramming, Teacher

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Brotherton
Mrs. Richard Henning and Mrs.
Leona Davis (Mrs. Cohig) finished
term on death of Mrs. Brotherton.

Mr. and Mrs. Magnusen

Mrs. Maurice Balaam finished the
spring of 1961.

Artesia School after it was moved to Central and Artesia

— 1908

Miss Maude Parsons, Teacher.
(from a Summer family album)

Croquet — 1908
Girl third from left is Eva Douglass.
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A map of the Artesia School Distriet provided
by Ethel (Horn) Smith, shows the ranches of the
families down the wvalley. (In California, even a
40 acre farm — 1/ mile square — is called a ranch.)
The avenues that cross Central Avenue (Douglass,
DeWolie, Artesia and Union Sugar are 4 mile
apart.

The Horn family lived across Central Avenue

e e R

from Artesia School, on the Rudd Bennett place.
They moved there during the terribly wet winter of
1916. On good days, the Horn children went home
for lunch, but on wet days, they carried a pail like
everyone else. A lunch pail in those days was a lard
pail, and they were ali lined up on a shelf in the
cloak room (or right ante-room) boys’ pails on the
left and girls’ on the right.



Special clean-up days were called at Arfesia
School in those years. Parents of the school child-
ren, or wives of the trustees turned out to clean the
school building during spring cleaning or for other
occasions.

R e B, MR - e

Clean-Up Group on porch steps about 1918-1920

Bottom Row, left to right: Howard Hern, Ethel (Horn) Smith
holding Jim or John Beattie on her lap.

Top Step: Everett Horn, Francis and Alfred Beattie with their
dog, Geneo Ferrari, and Lowell Horn with his dog.

Mrs. George Horn is on the porch and Mrs. Herbert Beattie is
in the anteroom door.

Artesia School in Jubilee Parade

Artesia School entered a float in the Armistice
Day parade, Nov. 11, 1925. This was also the Golden
Jubilee parade, celebrating 50 years of Lompoc his-
tory. Miss Lavinia Gordon Hoag was teaching at
Artesia that year, and she got everyone enthusiastic
about having a float. The families in the district
built the tar-paper replica onto a truck provided by
one of the farmers. The replica was painted red to
represent the “Little Red Schoolhouse”.

The students and teacher dressed in “old fashion-
ed” garb and while some hung out the windows, the
others marched behind the float singing ‘“Readin’,
Ritin’ and Rithmetic” at the top of their voices until
they were hoarse. Old dresses, bonnets, lunch pails
and fishing poles depicted “by-gone days (of long
before 1025). A flag was flying from the school
belfry. The colorful entry won a $5.00 prize.

Artesia School replica parade float— Nov. 11, 1925
(from a Lundberg family album)

The first two girls on the left in the front row are Susan
(Lundberg) Godden and Katherine Beattie. The rest of the
children are thought to be Beattie, Griffin, Canfield and Rhodes
kids. Dick Henning is supposed to be there, but he can’t
find himself in the picture.

Standing behind the children are Lavinia Gordon Hoag, teacher,
now Mrs. C. A, Stillman, and Mrs. Louise (Larsen) Hoit (or
Miss Swinnerton).

from Historical Scciety files.
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