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OSCAR FABING - Memories of childhood days in Lompoc

Grandfather owned a half city block and the horse and hay
barn was on M St. covering the south half of the city block.

The Reed family owned the north half and lived in a house
next door to the Fabing home. Mr. Reed was city
superintendent of streets and ran the sprinkling wagon
each day but Sunday on the city gravel streets. Also Mr.
Reed had charge of the water dept. The Reed family

consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Reed, two sons, George and
Alvin.

Several years later my father George was employed by the
City as assistant to Mr. Reed. He worked many years for
the City.

I was quite young when I lived there and remember our
milk was delivered daily by horse and wagon by Lin Reed
dairy. The milk was in large cans and measured out by the
quart at each home, and poured into a container put out on
the porch. The container had to have a lid, otherwise the
cats would drink the milk. Frank Jones was the delivery
man.

Most people had to call at the grocery store for their
groceries, later on the larger stores started making some
deliveries, all by horse and wagon.

Oscar Fabing (seated) and his brother Lester Fabing

Oscar Fabing was born December 22, 1898 in the
home of his grandparents, Henry W. and Amanda
(Angle)Fabing (The Fabing-McKay-Spanne house)
In recent months he has kept a pad and pencil by his
side in his howme in Gilroy, California, and as he
reminisces, he jots down memories of his early life
in Lompoc.

FROM THE PEN OF OSCAR FABING . ...

My early days living with my Grandparents Henry W. and
Amanda Fabing in the home located Corner L St. and
Walnut Ave.

I was born in the house, as was my brother Lester. My 1 Fabing-McKay-Spanne House



When [ lived with my grandparents, only the lower part of
the home was finished. The upstairs part was never
finished and there was no stairway. However a person
could climb a ladder on the north side of the building and
enter through a door and get into the attic. I only
remember being up there just a very few times and never
alone, as I had to have help.

My grandparents slept in the room at the end of the hall,
on the north. Across the hall was the bathroom. This room
contained a bath tub only, and the tub was locally made of
metal similar to galvanized - zinc - and cased with wood.
No running water - water for bath was heated on the wood
stove (in the kitchen) and carried to the bathroom. 1
remember taking my bath in the kitchen in a wash tub. All
stoves were wood burning. Later on a kerosene stove was
invented and some people used both wood and kerosene.
At first kerosene had to be purchased in five gallon cans,
years later the Pinal Dome Oil & Refining Company
opened a delivery plant and kerosene was delivered to the
home in larger quantities. This is about the time that the
early automobile made its appearance, also the small
Fordson Tractor, which alse would burn kerosene.

While the house is quite large, I do not remember having
too much trouble in the winter keeping it warm. However
the fireplace was in constant use, but the bedrooms were
far down the hallway. In those days there was
considerable oak and eucalyptus wood for stove and
fireplace use. We used the living room considerable, but
only visitors from out of town were entertained in the
parlor, the doors were kept closed all the time.

Henry Wadsworth Fabing

For several days at a time there was no one in the building
but my Grandparents and myself. Lester was with other
members of the family and my father was working down
the valley and was with us only on weekends. ] was a great
father’s boy - I wanted to be with my father all the time.
He had a hard time getting away from me to return back to
work. We slept together when he was at the house and 1
think I stayed awake all night thinking he would leave
before [ woke up. Sometimes [ would wake up before he
got a chance to get out of the house and he would have a
hard time getting away. | remember one time he was
working for a friend, George Veit, and I did not want my
father to leave me and put up quite a battle. Finally Mr.
Veit said “‘Oh, let him go with you. My family will take
care of him.”’ Veits had a son, I think his name was Ray,
and a daughter Elsie, both much older than I. This time I
remember I won out and stayed with the Veit family for a
few days.

One day at my grandparents’ home, just the three of us
were there, my grandfather and I had been out in the yard.
When we entered the back door and walked into the
kitchen my grandmother was sitting in a rocking chair in
the middle of the kitchen floor and sound asleep. My
grandfather got my attention and said ‘‘Go over there and
pull her nose’”’. I do not think [ did, because my
grandmother used to enjoy her naps.

I remember my father buying a second hand bicycle. It
was a man’s bicycle and in those days it seemed that all
bicycles had large frames. I could not reach the pedals
when the seat was lowered so my father took the seat off
and made a padding of barley sacks and tied it to the
frame. I still could not reach the pedals. In those days
there was a cypress hedge in front along L Street and |
could get the bicycle near the hedge and try to get on - I
would go a little way and fall off. There were no coaster
brakes in those days - if I could get going I could kick the
pedals when they came to the top and perhaps go a few
feet before falling off. Later I tried standing on the pedals
with my leg through the frame and that worked fairly good
but could not keep going far. The tires on the bicycle were
not clincher, but glued to the rim with cement. The tires
were large.

Amanda (Angle) Fabing



The William McKay family lived in the next block west on
M Street. Mr. McKay owned the entire block and about
half the block was filled with old buildings that he had
moved there. The buildings were cluttered up with all
kinds of junk and one long warehouse builaing was filled
with baled hay.

The McKay residence was on the corner of M St. and
Walnut Ave. McKay had six daughters. The oldest was
Flossie who married William Jolliff. Mayme was the
second oldest, then Birdie. Loretha was next and she
married Harvey Wright. Twin girls were the youngest -
Lorema and Louise. Louise married a young man whose
father was a barber - Santor. I got my first barbershop
shave in years following in this shop. Lorraine, the last,
married Montague, who worked for the telephone
company.

During the days of the Lompoc Landing McKay was
interested in a number of projects. The Lansdale family
had charge of the hotel and dining room, warehouses, etc.
Flossie McKay was working there - the outhouse was built
on timber projecting out over the ocean bank and high tide
took care of keeping things fairly clean. One day Flossie
went in the outhouse and it fell over and onto the rocks
below. She got badly bruised up and was a real mess. but
recovered after a few days.

Lompoc Landing was a busy place in the early days before
the railroad. All produce raised in the Lompoc Valley area
was hauled by horse and wagon to Lompoc Landing and
stored in warehouses and shipped by beat.

I remember the year 1907 when the Santa Ynez River
overflowed its banks and flooded the lower end of the
valley. Both the Robinson and Dyer bridges were washed
away. My father hooked the horse to the cart and we were
taking off for a ride down Central Ave. to view the flood

waters. We invited Alfred Lind, our neighbor, to go with _

us, but he said he was just getting ready to go with his
folks, as they were going to ride to the river. My father
and | started out and went down Central as far as Douglas
Avenue and at that point the water was belly deep to the
horse and was getting deeper, so we turned back. When
we reached a point east of Floradale Avenue and where
the river was near to Central, we noticed a large crowd of
people standing on the river bank, so we stopped and
inquired! what all the excitement was about, and were told
that the Robinson bridge had washed out with a lot of
people on it and these people on the river bank were
waiting for the bridge to float by and then had ropes to
throw out to them to rescue them. Well, we waited there
for quite some time and nothing happened and word had
been received that the bridge lodged in some large trees
and was stuck there, so we returned back to our home and
were told that our friend and neighbor Alfred Lind had
gone down with the bridge.

The Lind family had gone to the bridge and crossed to the
east side, turned around and drove back across to the west
side approach where they stopped to view the water.
Alfred was out of the rig and standing behind when all of a
sudden there was a large crash - the scared horses gave a

lunge and Alfred went down with the bridge. Alfred was
wearing hip rubber boots. At this same time Jess Riordan
and Mrs. Sherman Huyck were seated in a buggy in the
middle of the bridge. The water was real high, slopping on
the floor at the bridge and running very swiftly with huge
waves. The bridge floated like a raft for quite a distance
and lodged against some large trees - the horse and buggy
stayed on the bridge, but the horse had a broken leg and
had to be killed. Jess Riordan went from tree top to tree
top and when he got near enough to the river bank some
men threw him a rope and pulled him ashore. Mrs. Huyck
apparently jumped from the buggy into the water on the
upstream side and was washed under the bridge. Her
body was found a few days later under the bridge. After
the water was lower all the flooded area was searched for
the body of Alfred Lind, but they failed to find it. The
search continued on from day to day and about six months
later a2 man was hunting for rabbits in the willows in the
river bottom and came across a place where the coyotes
had been digging. He went over to examine the digging
and saw a rubber boot partially sticking out of the sand.
He went into town and reported it and upon digging
deeper found the body of Alfred Lind. Had Alfred
accepted our invitation to go with us this tragedy would
never have happened to him. The area where the body was
found was known as Bennett Crossing.

Other Lompoc area persons who lost their lives by
drowning in the Santa Ynez River that I remember: some
were drowned when taking chances when the water was
high from seasonal rains, others were swimming in deep
holes during the summer.

A young boy by the name of Fields attempted to float
down the river during a flood stage. His boat was home
made, very small. He did not get far when he got into a
location where the water was running swiftly. The boat
turned side ways and overturned. His body was found
later.

One summer two Riordan boys, young brothers of Jess
Riordan, were drowned in a deep hole in the river east of
Robinson bridge. The younger brother went under and the
older one tried to save him and they both drowned.

On a nice summer day 1913 a number of people were
enjoying the river at the mouth near the railroad bridge.
Horace Stewart, a local dentist, drowned. Several people
nearby but none could save his life. Horace was the son of
Santa Barbara County Sheriff (at the time) Nat Stewart.

From a very young age, [ was reared by my father, George
Fabing, and my Fabing grandparents. I remember going
to the Lompoc Grammar School, but T am not sure if [ had
started in the first grade or if I was just visiting there. The
teacher’s name was Miss Grey. | remember the letters of
the alphabet being on the blackboard and a picture of
some special mark near each letter giving it the proper
sound. I do not remember much about school until we
moved to the ranch and I started to school at Artesia. I
remember the year 1899 ending and 1900 coming in,

When [ started at Artesia there were young men and

3 young women going there. They looked older in those days



on account of the way they dressed. The girls wore long
skirts to the ground and the boys mostly wore loose
overalls. I remember Lena Canfield graduated the year |
started - Ruby Upton was also one of the older girls, also
Amy Ruffner. Stanley Ruffner was in one of the higher
grades, also Tom Horn and Billy Upton. [ went to school
with Ralph, Harold and Clifford Ruffner, Ben Ruffner,
Allan Rhodes, Chester Grant. The Artesia School in those
days was located on Central Avenue about half way
between the two cross avenues running north and south.
Later it was moved to the corner of Artesia and Central.
We played basebail in those days but had little if any
baseball equipment. Even used a rubber ball instead of a
baseball. The school yard ground was full of squirrel holes
and we lost many balls down squirrel holes. We would
usually look over the ground before play started and fil]
the holes, but the squirrels opened them up when we were
in the schoolroom.

After a couple of years at Artesia | started to Lynden
School. Stella Nichols, a friend of the family, started
teaching at Lynden, her first school, and she drove a horse
and buggy from town each day to Lynden School. I walked
out to Ocean Avenue and caught a ride with her each
morning. Usually I walked all the way home. In the
wintertime it was usually dark when [ arrived at the ranch.
My grandparents sold the ranch to William McKay who
had also purchased the home in town the year before
(1902). My grandparents moved back into town. My
father, Lester and I moved to a ranch at Huyckville and [
continued at Lynden School from Huyckville. The Edgar
Huyck children, our cousins, went to Lynden School so |
went most of the time with them. I went to Lynden when
Edgar and Emily Huyck were going there. They were
much older. Bill Rennie attended school at Lynden as did
the Dutra and Perozzi family. Eddy Volk rode a bicycle
daily from Surf to Lynden. His father was section foreman
for S.P. Railroad.

I remember the days before the railroad went into
Lompoc, and the South terminal of SPRR was at Baroda.

Fabing House on Walnut and K Streets, after they sold the
Pioneer Home to the McKays. H. wW. Fabing seated on
porch about 1904.

There was a large warehouse building at Baroda and the
SP office and waiting room was in a corner of the building.
The horse drawn stage met all trains at Baroda from the
north and passengers went to Gaviota and Santa Barbara
by stage. Trains coming into Baroda would switch around
a "'Y” and head back toward San Francisco. The S.P.
extended the branch line into Lompoc, and later
completed the gap down the coast to Gaviota, All this work
was with mules and Fresno scrappers, mostly all team and
hand work.

The early day train crew was made up of the following:
Engineer Mr, Cherry, Fireman, Bill Fisk; Brakeman
Charles Yaw; Baggageman was Bill Bye. The regular
Steam Engine was #2152, Dannenberg was station agent
and Mr. Cooper was warehouse and baggageman at the
depot. The conductor on the Lompoc branch of S.P. was
John DeFreese. The Section House at Surf was under the
management of Section Foreman Sam Knudsen and
family.

May Sresovich of Lompoc worked at the Section House, as
they served meals to some of the help on the railroad.
Each Sunday May walked to the depot to get the Sunday
San Francisco Examiner and she would sit on the step of
the last passenger car and ride back to the Section House.
The train crew were aware of that and would always roll
along very slowly and stop in front of the Section House.
This Sunday May thought they were not going to stop, so
she stepped off and she went rolling, papers in one
direction and May in the other - she was bruised up a
little. In later years May married a painter, Charles Godet,
and raised three children, two boys and girl (Edna,
Charles and Harry). They lived on the alley across the
street from my Grandparents when they lived at K and
Walnut. May was quite a character. [ was in our back yard
one day and May came running out of the house and called
over to me and said ‘‘Jesus Christ, Oscar Fabing, come
over here quick!” I got over there as fast as | could, and
found that May had polished the top of her wood stove - in
those days there was a stove polish called “*Sunrise’’. It
was solid like a small brick and it had to be dissolved in
vinegar. May did not have vinegar available so she went to
her husband’s paint store room and got some turpentine.
She smeared some of the polish on top of the stove and the
turpentine got into the fire box where there was still some
coals which caused an explosion and blew all the lids off
the top of the stove. I rushed over there, but there was
nothing I could do - no fire!

Charles Godet was one of the first persons (in Lompoc) to
own a phonograph. He had a Victor with a horn attached.
My Father and I visited with the Godets in the evenings to
listen to the phonograph. One time when my Grandmother
was ill, my father borrowed the phonograph to play some
music for her and when we went out with the phonograph
the little Godet boy (Charles) cried, he thought we were
taking his phonograph.

I do not recall any funerals being held from the old home,

4 but undoubtedly there could have been one for an infant. I



know of one wedding, that of my Aunt Lulu who married
George DeRome. My Grandfather Fabing died in the other
home, corner K and Walnut. The funeral was held from
that home. Mr. J.C. Long had charge of the funeral
arrangements. Mr. Long operated a funeral parlor in
connection with his furniture business. The hearse was
horse- drawn and owned by W.L. Talbott who owned and
operated a livery stable.

Most caskets in those days were made of wood and
covered by cloth material, mostly in colors of black, grey
or white. My Grandfather Fabing died early one morning
with a heart attack. It was while my father, Lester and I
were living on the ranch at Huyckville that my Uncle Ed
Huyck passed away early one morning (1910) with a heart
attack. Emily Huyck knocked on our bedroom window
early one morning or shortly after midnight and said that
her Father had died. I remember we got dressed and
rushed up to their house just directly across the fence from
where we lived. All the family were in the bedroom, doing
whatever they could, but nothing helped to restore his life.
The funeral was held from the home with J.C. Long in
charge. It was a long drive from Huyckville to the

cemetery and many friends called to attend to the funeral.
The horses were on the walk most all the way with
an occasional little trot once in a while. It was a long
tiresome trip. The horses on the hearse were quite lively
and it was hard to keep them on the walk. When we got
near the cemetery the horses began to act up - word was
sent to the livery stable and they had to change horses
before they entered the cemetery.

The first automotive hearse in Lompoc was made up of a
Reo automobile chassis, using the hearse body taken from
a horse-drawn hearse. This hearse was owned by J.C.
Long.

When the large Huyckville acreage was divided up betwen
three sons (Ed, John and Walter Huyck), a strip was made
so that each ranch would have a frontage on Ocean
Avenue. The frontage was small, but gave each an access
to Ocean Avenue. {The total acreage of the original
Huyckville property of the father, Andrew L. Huyck, was
3000 acres, each son getting 1000 acres on the division of
the property). First Uncle Ed built a small building to live
in until he could build a new large home for his family. I

OSCAR FABING (Lower Left) WITH GRANDPARENTS, FATHER, AUNTS, UNCLES AND COUSINS.

Front row: Oscar Fabing, ElVerda Fabing, Myrtle DeRome, Alma Huyck, Henry DeRome, Cedric Huyck (baby), Grandfather H. W.
Fabing, Grandmother Amanda Fabing, Etta Huyck, Minnie Huyck, Lioyd Huyck and Albert Lewellyn (foster child of Peter Fahing).
Second row: George Woods, Lester Fabing, Ada Woods, Frank Fabing, Jr. and Etta Fabing Woods. Third row: Ciyde Woods, Minnie
Fabing Huyck, Lulu Fabing DeRome. Top row: Emma Woods Fabing, Frank Fabing, Carrie Harris Woods, Peter Fabing, Gecrge Fabing,
Mrs. Peter Fabing, Edgar Huyck Jr. and Sr., Edna Huyck Moody, Augustus Woods, Emily Huyck Horn and David Horn.

Taken in front of 403 West Walnut Avenue, last home of Henry W. and Amanda Fabing, party in hanor of birthday of H. W.

Probably 1904, 4 years before H. W. died.



remember the first building was rather small but they
managed to get along. While they were living there their
family continued to grow. They had the house cut up in
sleeping space with material curtains strung up on wire.

The new home was quite elaborate built on the side hill
with a nice view of the Ocean Avenue and a small lake
between the three ranches. The ranch extended over the
hill west to the Southern Pacific RR right of way.

I was a young teen-ager when we moved from Huyckville
to the town of Lompoc. When we left Lynden School
District and went to Lompoc I was in the 6th Grade, but on
the advice of the teacher Frank Miller I was put in the fifth
grade, as it appeared the Lompoc Grammar School was
farther advanced and it would be difficult for me to try to
make the Sixth Grade. I took his advice and the next year |
advanced to the 6th Grade where | had Stella Nichols
again as my teacher. Stella taught half the 6th Grade and
the 7th grade and was vice principal to A.G. Balaam. My
next two years or so [ did quite alright as I had wonderful
teachers, Miss Nichols and Mr. Balaam - they were the
best. I graduated from the Lompoc Grammar School in
mid-year of 1909.

Some of the early day people who lived in Lompoc at the
time of the first automobiles: Whit Harris - Maxwell
Runabout, Dr. Petersen, M.D. - Reo Touring Car 2 cyl.,
Arthur Rudolph - Reo Touring Car, Walter Smith
Flanders, made by Studebaker, Schuyler Bros. - 2 cyl.
Rambler touring car, Lita Sudden - Overland, Bill Sudden
- Apperson Touring Car, George Lewis - Chandler, Ed
Sutter Chalmers Touring Car. Clifford Cantley
Chandler, Rudolph’s Store - Model T Delivery, Frank
Callis - 1 cyl, Brush Delivery, Dr. Harry Dimock - Steam
Runabout, A A. Woods - Reo Touring Car 2 cyl. Gas lights
carbid, Lowe]l Shanklin - EMF Touring - Carried a rear
axle as they were noted for breaking axles., Thomas
Family - A car with high wooden wheels solid rubber tires,
lived east of town near Guy Hibbits ranch., Lou Streeter -
Stanley Steamer - my first ride in an automobile., William
Fisher - Small Runabout Hupmobile two passenger.,
Stanley Ruffner - Six passenger Hupmobile 3 seats.

Ah Gong, a Chinese, farmed the Harmon ranch in the
lower valley, one of the first Chinese farmers. Grew
mostly potatoes. All potatoes dug with a potato fork. Most
land work was done by neighbor farmers. No Chinese
families in those days, all men.

I worked quite a lot for Wm. McGee on a ranch a few miles
out in the valley from Lompoc. South of Ocean Ave., and
opposite Burpee Ave. (Floradale). All hand labor, hoeing
weeds and piling beans. Beans were cut with a seed cutter
pulled by two horses. One year Mr. McGee asked me to
hire a2 couple of boys to help me pile beans, so [ hired
Bernie Randall and Harry Ingamells. Mr. McGee handled
the cutter pulled by two horses. At noon time he quit a few
minutes early to give the horses a longer rest, and he

would take a nap himself. On the day he overslept - at one
o’clock we three boys rushed out in the field and started

piling beans, working extra fast so we could catch up with
the beans cut by Mr. McGee and then we could sit down

and rest while he cut beans. We were going very good, 6

had almost caught up, and about to sit down for a rest,
when we looked up and saw him coming out in the field
with the horses, he caught up with us and we had no rest.
(That's a kid for you).

Mr. McGee farmed sixty acres and for a few years he grew
quite an acreage of potatoes. He saved seed potatoes from
vear to year and before potato planting time he and I
would cut potatoes. Just sit and cut potatoes all day. Mr,
McGee was a nice man to work for. He was quite
thoughtful and never overworked me. We dusted the cut
potatoes with lime so the cut side would form a crust and
the potato would not rot when it was put into the ground.
We cut many many sacks of potatoes.

Good Old Days in Lompoc, back in the early 1900s.

The business area was about two blocks on Ocean Avenue
and H Street, composed of a gas station on corner F and
Ocean, the Lompoc Garage ‘‘Ford Agency’’ operated by
Leo Bell and Al Canfield; Charles Lowry residence was on
corner G and Ocean just east of Lompoc Garage; next on
north side was Talbott’s Livery Stable, corner G and E.
Ocean; Lompoc Steam Laundry and George Plumm
Blacksmith Shop G and Ocean; Pad Forbes Blacksmith
Shop on (SW) corner G and Ocean, Hilderbrand Shoe
repair shop. Frank Callis Grocery and Al Negus Grocery
(later taken over by Callis), Graham Drug Store, and on
corner H St and QOcean Ave was Lompoc Post Office.

The Lompoc Valley Bank, NE corner Ocean and H, Bank of
Lompoc NW corner H and Ocean; There was a two story
wooden building (Odd Fellows Lodge, also Masonic Lodge
upstairs - below drug store and watch repair shop.) This
building purchased by Eagles Lodge and moved to
location next to Opera House and was the home of Eagles
Lodge many years.

Manager of Lompoc Valley Bank was Richard Lazier -
Frank Miller was teller and later on Louis Huseman was
teller. James Sloan was president of the Bank of Lempoc;
Wright Bissinger was teller, Louis Kahn also a teller and
later on Frank Lewis was teller.

Going west from the Bank of Lompoc was Klein Lehmann
Dept. Store, east of Valley Bank was the Racket Store
owned by the Cornings and next door was a drug store
operated by James B. Dean, later run by Henderson and
later still by June Burton.

Continuing west from Bank of Lompoc {northside of street)
was at one time a saloon run by Arthur Short. Also the
Commercial Hotel-Barber Shop, later on Shorts Toggery.
On the west was the Valley Exchange Saloon run by John
Dille and John Lind, a rooming house and O'Boy’s saloon.
Further west was Mercantile Union, a general store run by
J.P. Gury and G.W. Moore. Later the management of the

latter. was taken over by Frank Moore, son of G.W.
Billy Mar Pio Chinese Restaurant, a barber shop, Robert

Bennett Cigar Store, Pete Poulsen Cigar Store, Card
room, Pool room, and Lee Pendley restaurant in rear.

Next door was Charles Rios’ Barber Shop. a well
patronized shop where one had to sit and wait. Further



west was Ernest Bailey’s General Store and the Bailey
Sisters (Dora and Maud) Ladies’ Store. In later years
Miles Lewis operated an implement store on the corner
Ocean and I Streets. Next, across the street, was McAdam
and Smith {Q.R. McAdam and Walter Smith) Hardware
Store. The first real automobile agency in Lompoc was at
this location. E.M.F. and Flanders cars were displayed on
the sidewalk. Next west in later years was a small grocery
store run by John Watson and Bert Dickens, known as
Dickens & Watson. Sidewalks further west were wooden -
vacant lots only.

Going west from H on Ocean avenue on the south side of
the street a warehouse owned by Klein and Lehmann, a
second hand store, and a restaurant run by Foster
Pomeroy, next on the corner I and Ocean was Jasper
Beyerholm blacksmith shop and woodworkingshop, horse
shoeing. Further west was George Spanne blacksmith
shop, horseshoeing, John Deere farm implements. A
garage operated by Harold Friis was next door. Above the
garage were rooms and apartments. Next was a cyclery
first run by Leo Bell and later by Ed Brock, who married
Amanda Reed. On the corner of Ocean and J was a
Japanese store owned and run by Harry Iwamoto. Farther
out was a paint shop run by Henry Fabing, nephew of
H.W. Fabing. He did all kinds of carriage painting and
sign work. Next a Chinese Laundry.

Starting at intersection H and Ocean going south was
Rudolph’s Store, Hotel Arthur and Barber Shop; across
the alley was a bakery and icecream store run by Ralph
Davidson and his wife. Further south was a store run by
Aaron Saylor, father of Effie Saylor who married Charles
Day. Next at one time was a drug store run by Dr. M.S,
Kelliher, then the jewelery store of Walt Ziesche and
cleaning shop of Shorty Allen and wife. Farther south was
Long’s Furniture Store, Bennett Candy Shop and Polly
Sweet Shop, operated by Bill Proud and Howard Kelliher.
Next the Eagle’s Lodge Building and the Opera House.

At the time of silent pictures there was a show every night
admission 10 cents. Saturday and Sunday the price was 15
cents and 25 cents. Always a dance after Saturday night
show. Had considerable road shows and vaudeville, all
traveled by train after railroad was built into Lompoc. |
remember horse drawn stage days in Lompoc - Lompoc to
Baroda.

On South H Street, east side, was Dinwiddie Hall and
Sloan’s Meat Market, later Smith and Kirkpatrick. The old
City Jail was down the alley behind the meat market, or
butcher shop as it was known in those days.

The building known as City- Hall housed the Fire
Department equipment, which did not amount to much.
Upstairs was the courtroom, {was never used very much).
Council meetings and early day band practice meetings.

The first City band I remember was made up of the
following: Mr. Graves, director and solo cornet, Harry
Petersen, cornet; August Leege, Cornet: Jimmie
Edrington, Clarinet; Louis Kahn, Piccolo: Herman Rauch,
Alto Horn; Walter Smith, Baritone Horn, Mr. Schroeder,
slide trombone {a druggist); Tustin Nicoles, bass Horn

{tuba); A.C. Whittemore, bass horn; Harry Batkin, snare
drum; Roy Batkin, base drum. It was-a usual thing for the
band to play on Saturday evening at various locations on
the street. I also remember when Mr. A.G. Balaam
organized the youth band in Lompoc. It was around the
year 1911. Mr. Balaam played solo trumpet. In the
following years the band was made up of: Mr. Balaam;
Vern Balaam, cornet; Francis Balaam, cornet; Urbin
Angler, cornet; Clark Harris, Cornet; George Mason,
Cornet; Clifford Upton, Cornet; Percy Moore, Alto Horn;
Roscoe Steele, Cornet; George Ingamells, Tenor horn;
Oscar Fabing, Tenor h.orn; Ernest Moore, Valve
Trombone; Vorce Mason, Baritone horn; Debert Lewis,
Baritone horn; Roy Balaam, Slide Trombone; Ray Huyck,
Slide Trombone; Ralph Huyck, Slide Trombone; Bert Rios,
Slide Trombone; Marion Wurl, Bass Horn; Dalton Smith,
Bass Horn; Maurice Balaam, Clarinet; Archie Graton,
Clarinet; Max Van Clief, Clarinet; Ernest Paxton, Alto
Horn; Weston Learned, Snare Drum; Howard Moore,
Bass Drum; Donald Mason, Snare Drum.

The members of the band known as "‘Fabing’s Lompoc
Band”, approximate vyears 1914-15: Oscar Fabing,
director and solo cornet; Clifford Smith, solo cornet; Bert
Everett, solo cornet; Himan Wilkerson, cornet; Laurence
Trudeau, Cornet; Clifford Upton, cornet; Ambrosio Pensa,
clarinet; Chester Jacobs, baritone horn; Tom Clifford,
trombone; Squire Wilkerson, baritone horn; Ernest
Paxton, bass horn; Robert Jacobs, bass drum; Johnny
O’Leary, snare drum; Bert Rios, trombone.

This band played every Saturday evening on the street in
Lompoc. Through our member Bert Everett, someone
donated the running gear of a wagon and Bert built a band
stand on same with overhead lighting and built a bench for
seats. We played at various locations, plugging electricity
from the store in front of which we played. This was the
early 1918-1920 days.

Lawrence Trudeau mentioned as a member of the band,
was a music teacher, teaching piano and violin. He also
worked as a grocery clerk for Rudolph’s Store at ‘‘White
Hills.”” Trudeau was a graduate of the Duluth Conserva-
tory of Music. He later took over the leadership of the
band and received a payment of $50 per month from the
city. Prior to that time, no compensanon was received.
The members financed the buying of music, etc. We
played at one Fourth of July Celebration in Santa Maria
and received $100 which was divided evenly with the
membership.

The J.0. Walling Days.

When the Walling family took over the operation of the
Lompoc Opera House things began to change along the
line of entertainment. Prior to the arrival of the Wallings,
the Opera House was operated by a man by the name of
Swartz. Silent pictures, little if any music and very few
road shows. How and why the Wallings landed in Lompoc
I do not know unless they were traveling through and
decided to stay for a few days. I think they first were hired
by Swartz to furnish music and later took over the
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Oscar Fabing

The Walling family arrived in Lompoc with a road wagon,
two old horses, and all their personal belongings. The
family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. J.0. Walling, their son
Ersel and little baby girl Elenor.

Mrs. Walling was a very good musicain and played piano.
Mr. Walling also was a fine musician and played various
instruments. He played trumpet in the orchestra and
handled both drums by his feet, did an outstanding job.
Ersel was a clarinetist and did music arranging. He could
take the piano score and write parts for various
instruments. The Wallings started the show each evening
by the orchestra playing a couple of numbers, such as Poet
and Peasant, and William Tell Qvertures, which everyone
said to sit and listen to was worth the price of admission
alone. The show consisted of a news reel, perhaps a
cartoon and a two reel feature. Sometimes they would
show a serial on certain nights, such as ‘‘Perils of
Pauline”’

Shortly after taking over the Opera House the Wallings
employed Walter Calvert, a very fine violinist and all
through the movie there was wonderful music by Mrs.
Walling and Walt Calvert. They played music to fit in with
the movie. Most traveling salesmen tried to make Lompoc
so they could stay over night and take in the movies and
listen to the wonderful music played by the Walling
Orchestra. | have heard this from the mouths of many
because at the time | was head usher at the movie house.
The projectionist was Harry Ingamells and the stage
manager was Bernie Randall, who had charge of all stage

shows. My job as usher was to see that we had sufficient
ushers to seat the people when we had stage shows, of
which we had considerable.

Lompoc Opera House had a show every night of the month
and always a dance on Saturday night after the show. In
the early days dancing had to stop at midnight, no dancing
on Sunday. Also in the saloon days, no saloons opened on
Sunday. My uncle John Dille in partnership with J.C.
Lind, operated the Valley Exchange Saloon and on Sunday
my Uncle went to the coast ocean fishing, and he got to be
a great fisherman.

Saloons were voted in and out by the people. Sometimes
there were a few years of dry and again if dry, perhaps the
next election would go “‘wet’’. In the horse and buggy
days the 4th of July was a grand and gloricus day.
Everyone from miles around would decorate their horses
and vehicles with flags and red, white and blue bunting
and head for Lompoc. The parade would start with the
Lompoc Band at the lead. Prizes were awarded for best
decorated vehicle or special float.

One year before automobile days a handy man fastened
two bicycles together, putting a light frame work around
them and covered same with flags and bunting to torm an
automobile. It took care of two riders, and was steeréd by
one rider. The two riders were Stella Bland and Helen
Long and they received a prize. The girls were quite
popular and did a lot of riding around town after the
parade.
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