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1878 FAMILIES — LOMPOC GRAMMAR SCHOOL INDUSTRIAL BUILDING

Pioneers who arrived in Lompoe in 1878 and who
have direct line descendants living in Lompoc today
are this year’s Centennial Families. Sketches of them
follow, written by Myra Manfrina.

NAPOLEON B. VAN CLIEF FAMILY

Back: George, Vinton, John, Darcey. Seated: Delilah, Lucy,
Napoleon, Rose, Hannah, Jennie and Daniel.
courtesy of Clifford Canfield

VAN CLIEF

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE VAN CLIEF and wife,
HANNAH SMALLEY, crossed the plains from Ohio to
Oregon in 1857 and after a succession of homes in
Sonoma, Monterey and Fresno counties, settled on 40
acres on Lompoc’s Floradale Avenue, located directly
across the road from the present Burpee headquarters. At
the time they lived there the Andrew Millers were their
neighbors.

Their daughter Rosa married William Wikle, and
bought the farm. The Wikles lived out their lives on the
ranch and it is still owned today by their daughter,
Barbara, now a resident of Willits.

It may have been because Napoleon and Hannah's
daughter Delilah, Mrs. Isaac Canfield, was already in
Lompoc that they decided to make the move here from
Panoke. Other Van Clief children were Daniel, married to
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Rose Allen; George Washington, whose wife was Alice
Naomi Young; Vinton B. married Susan Henning - it was
she who operated Van Clief Sanitarium - a nursing and
maternity home located where the Convalescent Care
Center is today on Chestnut and Third Street; Lucy (Mrs.
Robert C. Jacobs); Darcey married to Helen Enos; Jennie
(Mrs. Thomas W. Roberts); and John Monroe. They all
grew up at the Floradale ranch; the ranchhouse and
outbuildings were demolished and the land cleared in
1967. All that remains as evidence of a homesite are the
eucalyptus trees.

Besides Delilah’s descendanis mentioned in the
Canfield sketch in this issue, those of George W. and Alice
Young Van Clief are in Lompoc - their daughter Ida May
Hollister, whose first husband was Leland B. Davidson,
son of Byard and Melvina (see Legacies 12-13-15), and
second husband was Owen Hollister, son of Edgar A.; and
two of her sons: Mervyn Davidson and his wife Dorothy,
and Stanley Hollister, his wife Lita Kay (Sudden) and their
family. Other G.W. Van Clief children: Mildred David,
Elsie Granden, Edna Hensen, Stella Jameson, Charles N.
and Alice Cooper.

George W. homesteaded on the Santa Rosa Rancho in
an area southwest of the Santa Rosa Schoolhouse which
the children attended, then later moved to the Buellton
road section on what is now known as the Manuel
Domingos place. G.W. was born on the wagon train near
the Oregon border as the Van Cliefs traveled west. His
wife was the daughter of CHARLES JONATHAN YOUNG
AND NAOMI (EVERETT) YOUNG.

The Youngs came to California from Michigan in 1873
and the next year were in Buellton where he was
superintending the construction of the R.T. Buell ranch
buildings at Jonata Rancho. In 1875 they moved to Lompoc
- making the Young family 103 years in Lompoc this year -
for which May Hollister and her family are the only
representatives. Other Young children were Florence
Hogue, John R.; Charles; Edith (Mrs. Fred Parker);
Ralph, Frank and Mabel (Mrs. George Parker).

C.J. Young built a home in Lompoc en one of the two
blocks he bought in town; sold that in 1883, bought 40



acres out near North Avenue and A Street, cleared the
land, built 2 house and planted an orchard. He had the
distinction of building Lompoc’s first jail!

Lompoc City Councilmen, era 1898. 1: George Washington
Moore (see accompanying paragraph); 2: Thomas Streeter;
3: William McGee; 4: William Henry Sudden (see Sudden story)
5: Nataniel Stewart.

MOORE

GEORGE WASHINGTON MOORE, who founded the
present day Moore’s Department Store, and his wife,
BROHELIA COCHRAN, came to Lompoc from Oroville.
The store will celebrate its 100th year next May, 1979, and
Lompoc Legacy will do a feature on that event, including
the family history. Descendants of G.W. Moore are two
greatgranddaughters and their families remaining in
Lompoc: Mrs. Joe Grossini (Lothelle Moore), her
husband, their son Tom and daughter Mrs. Larry Mendez
(Lila Grossini) and children; and Mrs. Carl Woodard
(Norma Jean Moore) and her husband. Mrs. Grossini and
Mrs. Woodard are daughters of the late Ernest and
Donalda Moore.

ISAAC CANFIELD FAMILY
Top: Roy, Annie, Alfred, Lena, Albert, Dora; Bottom: Guy, Isaac,

and Delilah. courtesy of Clifford Canfield

CANFIELD

The Canfields this year are celebrating their 101st year
in Lempoc - ISAAC NEWTON CANFIELD, a native of
Ohio, and his wife, DELILAH VAN CLIEF, born in
Missouri, came in 1877 to Lompoc from Panoke, in Fresno
Co., Ca., to settle on 80 acres Isaac bought between
DeWolfe and Douglass Avenues, north of Central Ave. He
also farmed on the Santa Rita on the old highway near the
pumping station. Thev moved out there because they
thought it was better climate for Delilah’s asthma. They
were there by 1897 - in that year he was Santa Rita school
board clerk.

After 31 years of working the land he and Delilah in
1908 retired to Santa Barbara, where he died in 1917 and
she two years later. Both are buried in Lompoc’s
Evergreen Cemetery.

Their children were Annie (Mrs. Daniel Douglass), Dora
(Mrs. Elliott Pollard and then Mrs. Robert Haberland),
Albert married Molly Gibbons; Alfred E. married Grace
Shanklin and then Louise Rudolph; Roy’s wife was Maud
Lamay; Lena (Mrs. A.W. Kaiser) and Guy, the youngest,
married Margaret Hounshell.

Isaac’s original acreage off Central Ave. was divided up
in ten acre plots among his 8 children - Roy and Guy each
bought out their brothers and sisters and had 40 acres
apiece which they both farmed for years. The 40 that were
Roy’s are now the property of W. Atlee Burpee Co., and
Guy’s 40 acres are now owned by Mrs. Arthur Rudolph.

Representing Roy and Maud in Lompoc today is one of
their 7 children: their son Richard C. Canfield and his
wife, Emma (Guerra), and one of their daughters, Donna
(Mrs. Ronald Linneman) and her family; and Roy and
Maud’s daughter-in-law, Betty {(Sherwood) Canfield,
widow of their son Boyd, and Betty's daughter Susan
(Mrs. Dwight Hearrell), and family. Other children of Roy
and Maud are Lois (Mrs. Clinton Ferguson}, Fred and
Mary (Mrs. Carl Piscatello) - none are residents of
Lompoc, and Roy, dJr., and George, both deceased.

Guy and Margaret Canfield had four children grow up in
Lompoc; Lawrence, Margaret, Albert and Clifford, the
latter is the Canfield and Van Clief historian. Living in
Lompoc is Margaret and her husband, Lloyd Kalin. Guy
was also part owner of the garage of Bell & Canfield, of
the teens and early 1920s. In 1937 he and Margaret moved
to Prescott, Ariz., to go into the cattle business. Roy died
in 1953, Maud in 1951; Guy died in 1974 and his widow
makes her home in Yucaipa, Ca.

MANKINS - WATSON

WALTER MANKINS and his brother SAMUEL, born
1834 and 1837 in Arkansas, wended their way to California
via the Oregon Trail in 1849 from Missouri. They chose
Paicines in San Benito Co. for their home vntil 1878 when
they decided to pull up stakes and try a new area - Lompoc
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John Franklin Mankins courtesy of Mrs. John W. Mankins
Valley. Both married Watson sisters - Walter (called Watt)
married Sarah and Samuel, Mary Drinda *‘Rindy’’. Watt
and Sarah had 13 children, the last 2 born in Lompoc;
Samuel and Rindy had 14, the last four were Lompoc
natives; and the elder Watsons, Phoebe and John, who
remained in Paicines, supplied from their 14 children
many spouses for other Mankins brothers and sisters, plus
spouses for several other Hollister area pioneers who
found their way to Lompoc.

One of those Watsons, John Marion, brother of Sarah
and Rindy, who married Matilda Ellen Deitzman, was an
early Lompoc groceryman. He came to Lompoc in 1880 and
in 1909 bought out G.W. Moore of Moore & Dickens,
then bought out Dickens, making the store Watson &
Watson, and he and Matilda ran the store until he died in
1926. It was located where the music store is next to
Preozzi Hardware.

Another Watson brother, Charles, lived on the
northwest corner of Willow and I Street, which was later
the Frank Balaam residence, and in recent years was the
home of the late Mrs. James Delte. Charles had the first
little redwood grammar school building moved onto the
property from the corner of I and Cypress, and it was in
use when the Balaams were residents.

A sister. Arminda C. Watson was the first wife of
George Washington Mankins, brother of Watt and
Samuel. G.W. married second Mrs. Meggitts, who was

the great-great grandmother of Minniebelle Hoover
Stalker.

Samuel and Watt were listed in the Great Register of
1882 of Santa Barbara County, as being Lompoc farmers.
Samuel and family left Lompoc after a few years and he

and Rindy ended their long lives in Susanville, Ca. Watt
farmed in the Santa Rosa district, and his children were
Margaret (by first wife Harriet Lynch) who married Henry
Watson; John Franklin, who married first Amanda Jane
DeVaul and then Mary Alice Horn; Mary Phoebe Mankins
(Mrs. Henry Dryden); Walter R. whose wife was Carrie
Hawkins; S. Henry Mankins, married dJosephine DeVaul;
Lydia Jane (Mrs. John D. Campbell); Jacob and Sarah
died young; Lulu (Mrs. Frank Barneich), Peter Lee
married first Rhoda Belle Downs then Margaret M. Smith;
Frederick married Jessie Casteel and Charlotte Littlejohn;
Lillie May was Mrs. Thomas Ora Campbell and Rosa
(Mrs. Frank Phillips).

In later life Watt and Sarah went to Arroyo Grande
where their deaths occured in 1908 and 1902. Of all the
children, the descendants of one John Franklin
Mankins, are in Lompoc today.

John Franklin and his first wife, Amanda, settled in a
new home between A and B Streets on North Avenue.
Their three children, Lena, Horace and Rena (Mrs.
Clarence J. Hobson), were born there. Amanda died in
1903 and in 1905 John married Alice Horn, daughter of
Marion Horn. They had been married just 5 months when
John had a tooth pulled and died from infection. Their son,
John Walter Mankins, born after his father’s death, was
reared by his grandfather Horn and his aunt, Lillie Horn
(who became Mrs. George Kimbel). His mother Alice had
to continue her nursing career. John W. Mankins, who
died in 1962, married Elizabeth West, daughter of Willis
and Gertrude, and it is Elizabeth and two of their children:
John O. and wife Gertrude (Shoemaker) and Joy (Mrs.
John Dodson) and their families, who represent the
Mankins family here today. (For more on Alice Horn
Mankins and John W. Mankins see Legacies 12-13-15.) A
great deal of Mankins material has been furnished the
Historical Society by Viola Mankins Brown, of Modesto,
Ca., daughter of Peter Lee and Margaret Mankins.

Alice Horn (Mrs. John Franklin Mankins)
courtesy of Mrs. John W. Mankins



Left to right: Jennie and John Balaam; Rufus; Arthur G. and
Effie. Seated: Frank and Elizabeth Balaam.
courtesy of Dave Balaam

BALAAM

According to Balaam Family Genealogist Rodney
Homer, FRANCIS SHELTON BALAAM was the first
Balaam son to be born in America - the parents came from
England to Kentucky in 1833 and Frank, as he was called,
was born 3 years later. Many of the 9 Balaam children
became large landowners in early California history,
arriving out here in 1853, settling first in El Monte, then
Tulare County, then some went over on the coast to San
Luis Obispo County and Frank came to Lompoc.

One member of the family owned San Simeon before
Hearst - the area of the Golden Tee in Morro Bay was
Balaam owned - and Frank, in Lompoc, bought 600 acres
in Miguelito Canyon, that acreage now swallowed up by
the Johns Manville Corporation - all but the acre Frank
gave for the Miguelito School back in 1885 - that was
returned to the family in 1946 when the school was
abandoned, and is still Balaam owned.

Married in 1860 in El Monte, Frank and Elizabeth
MaloneBalaam joined the elder Balaams in Farmersville,
Tulare Co., and in 1878 sold their holdings and settled in
Lompoc for the next 40 years.

The value of their chalky Miguelito Canyon property
was not imagined 100 years ago. It was 14 years of farming
before Frank's sons, Arthur and John, found that the
white stuff all around them had commercial value. They
leased the land from their father and began mining
operations. In 1878 they dug by hand their first carload of
“chalkrock’ for market. Next the mining was done by
dynamite and the rock chopped into chunks and piled like
cordwood to dry in the sun before putting it into sacks to
be hauled across the river to the railroad track which at
that time ended at Lompoc Landing north of the Santa
Ynez River. The brothers took out 1000 tons the first year,

the first load shipped to San Francisco - the average cost of
the product was then $1.25 per ton at the Lompoc Landing,
and 90 cents of that was paid for hauling! The Balaams
sold their ranch and mine in 1902 - the property that
turned out to hold the largest uniform deposit of pure
diatomaceous silica so far discovered in the world - and

after a succession of sales Johns Manville bought it in
1928.

Frank’s home was near the present J-M entrance. They
moved to the mouth of Miguelito Canyon to 2 home on the
northwest corner of Willow and I. After Elizabeth’s death
in 1915 Frank moved to Santa Barbara where he died in
1920.

John and Jennie Barker Balaam married in 1885. Their
first home was a tent under a large oak tree growing on the
site of what is now the main office at J-M. Later they lived
in one end of a warehouse they built for storage. Rufus,
the third son of F.S. Balaam, was in 1903 principal of
Arroyo Grande High School, and for many years was vice
principal of a San Francisco high school.

Arthur George Balaam, ““A.G."”’, the second son, was
also an educator, and in later life a lawyer and real estate
broker. While teaching in Montecito in 1892 he met and
married Effie Bradley, daughter of John and Velona
Bradley, whose home was near the present Bird Refuge.
Effie’s sisters, Susan (Mrs. John Lundberg), and Nettie
(Mrs. A.J. Negus), settled in Lompoc also and raised their
families. Brothers Fred and Mark Bradley were long-time
Santa Barbara County Clerk and County Recorder,
respectively.

A.G. and Effie, also a teacher, moved back to Lompoc
where he taught in rural schools, then from 1899-1902 he
was principal of Arroyo Grande Grammar School. From
1903 to 1913 he was Lompoc Grammar School principal
and during this time the new 4 classroom Industrial
Building was added to the school {see picture in this
issue). He had a school band of about 40 boys - Lompoc
Record, March 1911, said ‘'‘The Grammar School Band
with 21 pieces were on the streets discoursing sweet music
to the listening throngs. The boys do a splendid stunt and
great credit is due them and their instructor Prof.
Balaam."” He organized a town band and he and Effie and
their five children, Maurice, Leroy, Vera, Vernon and
Francis, had their own orchestra, and played for parties
and dances about town. He was also one of the organizers
of the Lompoc Pioneer Society and of the Chamber of
Commerce.

Through a correspendence course in law he passed the
bar exam and moved to Santa Barbara in 1916 where he
became a lawyer and was County Assistant District
Attorney. Back in Lompoc in 1924 he went into law and
real estate with his son Maurice. After Effie died in 1934
A.G. married Kathryn Lasher Freeman. His death
occurred in 1946 and Kathryn's in 1968.

Two sons of the late Maurice and Kathleen {Connell)
Balaam are in Lompoc: Larry and his wife Ramona



(Peterson), and Dave and his wife, Mary (Oliver), and
children of the two couples. Most of the original A.G. /
Maurice Balaam ranch that was on Pine and V Street has
been subdivided - the old home is there - it was split in half
in the subdividing and the part thet is now on Nectarine is
lived in by Dave and Mary. The other half is still
addressed on Pine Ave. Besides farming and law and real
estate, the latter business being carried on by Dave,
Maurice Balaam, who died in 1972, was also a teacher,
and his wife Kathleen, whose death occurred in 1966, was
a long-time teacher and principal at Artesia School.
Another son, Barney, lives in Santa Maria, and works in

Lompoc.
SUDDEN

Books could be written about CAPT. ROBERT SUDDEN
- his sea adventures from leaving his Native Scotland in
1841 at age 9 as a ship’s apprentice; to joining a fishing
fleet in Connecticut; to becoming captain of his own vessel
at age 19 and sailing it with companions around the Horn
to California gold fields; his short-lived mining adventures
and returning to the sea as captain for many vessels; his
fleet of merchant ships that plied the coastline throughout
his California lifetime, a span of 58 years, and past that
the Sudden ships continued under his family’s direction
until 1933; his association with the Pacific Coast
Steamship Company; his wharf-building ventures in
Watsonville, Arguello, Sudden and Ventura; his large
land holdings in various California locations, including
Espada Rancho - the six mile coastline stretch. 14,500 acre
parcel he bought from W.W. Hollister in 1882, now
incorporated in the vast holdings of Vandenberg Air Force
Base.

He was the master of the Salinas, the first steamship
through the Golden Gate. It was the first ship leased by
Goodall, Neison & Perkins, and made steamship history.

Capt. Sudden's ship, Robert Sudden, went aground near the
mouth of the Santa Ynez River June, 1905. Its cargo of lumber
was salvaged.

His trading route included carrying supplies to the
miners. Reports are that large onions sold at $5.00 each,
eggs $2.00 per dozen, one barrel of flour at $400.00, a
pound of brown sugar $4.00, a pound of coffee $4.00, and
in 1850 a rider delivering mail received $4.00 on delivery.

Early mariners used Mt. Tranquillon, the highest spot
in the central coastline, as a land mark. Capt. Sudden saw
this peak every trip he made along the coast and,
romanticizing a bit, perhaps it was his association with
that mountain that caused him to choose that spot for his
wharf site and for his ranch, which included half of
Tranquillon.

Wharf preparations at Arguello were begun, so far as
can be determined by this writer, in about 1879 by Capt.
Sudden and his brother James. The actual building began
in 1880 with the wharf in full operation in 1881. Then
about 1883-4 they decided the location was not the most
suitable, so moved it three miles south, directly west of
the newly built ranch buildings of Sudden, and a few
pilings can be seen today at this last wharf site. The life
span of Sudden wharf both at Arguello and Sudden was
about 10 years. Much more research is needed on this era
_of Lompoc history.
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The Robert E. Sudden residence on the southwest corner of H
Street and Hickory Avenue. Built about 1909.

When the railroad went through in 1901 a depot was
built at the tracks near the ranchhouse, and named for
Capt. Sudden. This original station, the size of the old Surf
depot, burned and a smaller one was rebuilt. Ranchers
could board or leave the train at Sudden Station.

It was in June, 1905, that one of the Sudden fleet of
ships, the Robert Sudden, a barkentine, laden with
800,000 feet of lumber from Gray’s Harbor bound for San
Pedro, went aground at night in dense fog near the mouth
of the Santa Ynez River, just a few miles north of Capt.
Sudden’s own ranch. All hands were saved, including the
wife and two daughters of the ship’s captain. The lumber
was salvaged, in fact a couple of Lompoc’s houses were
built from it, but the ship pounded to pieces in the
breakers.



Strange as it may seem, the last ship of the Sudden
fleet, the Chehalis, collided with the schooner J.P. Stetson
on May 28, 1933, right out in front of the Espada ranch
headquarters (the same day in the fog that the Nippon
Maru went ashore on the rocks that claimed the 7
Destroyers). The Chehalis was badly damaged and was
beached by it's captain. The insurance company bought it
from the Suddens, restored it to service where in the South
Pacific during World War Il it was sunk by Japanese war
planes.

Upon the death of Capt. Sudden in 1908, the family
formed the Sudden Estate Company, managed for years
by his son, Robert C., who learned the shipbuilding trade
in San Francisco and spent his time between there and
Ventura with the family shipping, lumber, wharf and
cattle businesses. He settled his family permanently in
Ventura in the 1880s where he featured prominently in
Ventura city affairs.

The Sudden Estate Company management came down
to his son, Robert E. Sudden in 1932, and upon “‘Bob’s™’
retirement in 1954 the company went into the hands of his
son Charles R., who managed the 14,500 acre Espada on
the coast between Pt. Arguello and Jalama Beach, until it
sold to the U.S. Government a few years ago. The Sudden
property on DeWolfe Avenue is still under Charles’
direction and is usually cultivated in flowers and
vegetables. Sudden holdings in Ventura and the Sudden
Investment Company are also managed by Charles, whose
home is on 7th and Walnut with his wife, Pauline (Phelps
Berch}. The son and daughter of the late William Sudden
and of Jean (Sobey) Sudden, are also in Lompoc today:
Lita Kay (Mrs. Stanley Hollister) and her family, and
William Robert Sudden.

Robert E. Sudden married first Elizabeth ‘‘Lita”
Sudden, daughter of William Henry Sudden and
Antoinette Hernster Sudden. William Henry was the
second son of Capt. Sudden, and uncle of Robert E.
““Nettie’” Hernster, a schoolteacher, was the daughter of
Eliza and George Hernster of Santa Barbara.
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Home of W. H. "Billy” Sudden, built 1890 on northwest corner
Laurel and H Street. courtesy of Charles R. Sudden

William Henry *‘Billy’” Sudden came to Lompoc in 1886
from the bay area, looking out for the ranching interests
and was in the lumber, building supplies and feed business
on the site of Perozzi Hardware, Ocean and 1. He also had
a steam planing mill, the whistle of which everyone in
Lompoc could set their clocks by (see Legacy No. 7, page
8). Billy Sudden was one of the organizers of the Bank of
Lompoc in 1890, was its second president (George Roberts
was the first), and he served as a city councilman in the
1890s, was Lompoc Mayor in 1898, and was a school board
member three terms. An avid auto racer, he had one of the
first automobiles in Lompoc - a Maxwell that was later
bought by Jim Richardson. He built a large home on the
northwest corner of Laurel and H Street in 1890 which
stood until the 1940s.

Lita Sudden died in 1922 and in 1926 Robert E. Sudden
married again to Ava Stockton, daughter of Paul and
Margaret. Ava makes her home in Santa Barbara and their
two children, John E. and Patricia (Mrs. Robert
Doubleday) have moved from Lompoc.

Capt. Sudden’s third son, Charles, who died in 1912,
was a vice president of the Bank of Lompoc (now the Lilley
Building, corner of Ocean and H), and his only daughter,
Cecelia, owned property at V and Ocean, where the
Tradewinds Restaurant is situated. That property also at
one time was owned and farmed by Charles R. and his
brother, the late William C. Sudden. Four daughters of
Robert C. Sudden are living in the bay area today,
members of the Sudden Estate Company, and another
son, Donald C., who died in 1933, was affiliated with the
Espada for some years, living near Arguello, in what they
call Red Roof Canyon. He raised horses and locked after
the ranch. At the time of the destroyers disaster he was
one of the first on the scene and aided in the rescue
operations.

Industrial work room of the Lompoc Grammar School



Two 1916 views of Lompoc Grammar School - the first
old building is on the right and the newly constructed
Industrial Building, a four classroom structure, to the left.
This building opened for inspection May 24, 1912. Made
of concrete, it was initially for the manual training
department. There, at that time, were 9 teachers in the
whole Grammar School, under the principalship of Prof.
Arthur G. Balaam. There were 200 pupils in the 8 grades.
The Industrial Building was demolished in 1955 because of
fire damage. Through the years 6th grade classes were on
the upper floor, a library in the foyer at the head of the
stairs, sloyd and manual training in the downstairs in early
years, then later music room in downstairs west and
cafeteria in downstairs east. In the early '30s Ed Beard
painted a mural of La Purisima Mission on the inside rear
wall of the downstairs west. Does anyone have a picture

A

Lucile Nicoles (Mrs. Bert Houk, of Patterson) was a long-tima
6th grade teacher in the Industrial Building. Picture here shows
her before the school in 1927 on Camera Day.




LOMPOC UNION HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OF 1928

Eldon Abbey, Glenn Adams, Thecdore Adams, Ernest Brooks,
Boyd Canfield, Edna Davidson, George Fabing, Marian Fair-
banks, Dorothy George, Clarence Gorzell, Dorothy Harris, John
Henning, Grace Hutchison, Ida Isom, Audrey Jennings, Joycelyn
Lowry, Rena Manfrina, Dean Martin, Louis Morehart, Lottie
Muriilo, Charles Oliver, Esther Ostini, Milburn Pickner, Jennie
Purdy, Emery R. Randall, Helen Ruffner, Frank Scolari, Horace
Smith, Mary Valla and Fred Canfield.

Pioneer Days
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