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THE SAUNDERS - - - PART 2

W. A. Saunders

Eight Saunders came to Lompoc from Missouri in 1876.
There were probably over 100 members of the clan in
Lompoc by 1900, 24 years later. In just a generation and a
half, the family had come from Rhode Island to Ohio, to
Iowa, to Missouri and from Missouri to Lompoc. There
was Nathan Saunders, born in Rhode Island about 1786,
who died in Iowa in 1854. He and his wife, Mary, never
made it to Lompoc, but four of their seven children were
well represented here. Three sons, Job (Jobe), James W.
and John P. Saunders, born in 1817, 1822 and 1827, spent
their last years in Lompoc. Frank A. Calhoun, a nephew of
the three brothers, came with the 1876 Saunders
migration to Lompoc.

What brought the Saunders to Lompoc from Missouri?
Later events in Lompoc confirm their interest in
Temperance, so it is reasonable to assume that
somewhere they got word of W.W. Broughton's
Temperance Colony. There is evidence that William A.
Saunders came to Lompoc between 1875 and 1876. He did
not settle here then, however, he did come to stay with the
1876 group. Another influence in the move to California

THOMAS BENTON LEWIS, Il
may have been encouragement by Daniel Truitt who had
taught school in northern California from 1862 to 1866. In
1866, he traveled east to Missouri, where he married
Melissa Saunders. He and Melissa would have been with
that 1876 group of Saunders, however, Melissa was
expecting their fourth child just then.

The eight Saunders who came in 1876 were:

James W. Saunders, age 55, and his wife, Catherine
(Wolgamott) Saunders, age 55. Four of their sons:

James A., age 27

Robert W, age 25

Marion B., age 18

William C., age 16

Job (also spelled Jobe) Saunders, age 59 (brother of
James W.).
His son:

William A., age 27

A ninth member of the group was: Frank A. Calhoun,
age 20, (Nephew of James W. and Job).

Job returned to Missouri.

Dr. Zene W. Saunders



Nathan Saunders and his four sons

James W. Saunders rented a stock farm in Canada
Honda. He had plenty of manpower to assist his efforts.
Soon after that, he purchased what was called ‘*The Last
Chance’’ ranch in Miguelito Canyon.

William A. Saunders {James W.'s nephew) bought 40
acres in Lompoc Valley In 1879. Also, in partnership with
his cousin, Frank Calhoun, he started a livery business at
Fashion Stables on East Ocean Ave. under the name of
Saunders and Calhoun.

Wm. Saunders and Frank Calhoun were counted in the
1880 census as part of their uncle James’ household.
They were still unmarried and hadn’t established homes
of their own.

1880-1881

Their cousin, James Rutledge Saunders came to
Lompoc in 1880 to be principal of Lompoc Grammar
school. His parents followed a year later in 1881. James R.
Saunders’ father and mother were John and Sarah
(Rutledge) Saunders. {John was a brother of James W.
and Job). Sarah Saunders, daughter of James and Ann
(Miller) Rutledge, was a famous person in Lompoc
history. Known to all as ‘‘Aunt Sally’”’ Saunders, Sarah
was the youngest sister of Ann Rutledge of Abraham
Lincoln fame. When Abe Lincoln was a 25-year-old
grocery clerk in New Salem, Illinois, he lived in the
Rutledge tavern. He courted Ann Rutledge until her
untimely death at age 22. *‘Aunt Sally’’ recounted details
of the stay of Lincoln in the Rutledge household to many
Lincoln historians. She retained some Lincoln memora-
belia until her death. He had fashioned a handle for a
Rutledge steel blade. She made a quilt using pieces of his
clothing. She had a coffee pot that her mother used to

make coffee for the young Lincoln. There was a grammar
in which he had inscribed, ““‘Ann Rutledge is learning
grammar.’” Aunt Sally also had a daguerreotype of Lincoln
as president which had been sent to her brother, Robert
Rutledge. Aunt Sally remembered occasions when her
sister Ann and Abe Lincoln took walks in the wooded
slopes beyond the tavern where Ann encouraged him to
greater ambitions. She was said to be his greatest
inspiration in all his earlier labors. In the hour of her death
just three weeks before they were to wed, Lincoln was on
the verge of madness. A friend found him wandering in
the woods by the river muttering to himself a week after
the funeral. Many times he was found at Ann’s grave-site
reading his little pocket Testament. Years later, Lincoln
confided to a friend, tenderly, of his love for Ann
Rutledge.

The Saunders place at the head of the valley east ot the
cemetery became known asthe ‘‘haunted house” after
Aunt Sally died in 1922. Besides being an empty house
near the cemetery, there was the incident back at the turn
of the centurywhere a young girl, Merle Prewitt, lost her
arm in a gun accident. The Prewitts were related to the
Saunders. During a visit, Merle went to close the kitchen
door. The shotgun was behind the door and somehow it
accidentally discharged, blasting the girl’s arm so badly it
had to be amputated. The arm was buried in the cemetery.
In later years, teen-agers would dare each other to spend
Halloween night in the ‘‘Haunted House.’’

John and Aunt Sally had at least six children, but four
died in youth or childhood, and James Rutledge Saunders
remained a bachelor. Horace Greeley Saunders was their
only married son. {He married Rosella Fisk in Lompoc in
1885.) He was a veterinarian and moved to Santa
Barbara. They had two children.

Job Saunders returned to Lompoc with his wife and
younger children in 1881. He may have come with his
brother John and his sister-in-law Sarah (Aunt Sally)
Saunders. Family records are sketchy and obscure at this
point, so there are only vague records that they came in
1881. Job had been here temporarily in 1876, with his
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W. A. Saunders store. Nate Saunders third from left.
W. A. Saunders fourth from right



other brother, James W. Saunders. The wives of Job and
James W. Saunders were sisters and shared a certain
degree of fame similar to their sister-in-law, aunt Sally
Saunders. Job married Nancy Wolgamott in 1842
(probably in Ohio) and James married Catherine
Wolgamott in 1845 also in Ohio. Catherine and Nancy
were daughters of Jonathan and Jane (Boone) Wolgamott
Their mother, Jane, was descended from Daniel Boone
(probably granddaughter). Jonathan Wolgamott came to
Lompoc in his last years. He died Mar. 16, 1889 and is
buried in Evergreen Cemetery.

Job was a cabinet maker by trade and had owned a saw
and grist mill back in Missouri. His wife, Nancy, four
sons, Zenas, Nathan, John, William and three daughters,
Sarah, Matilda and Mollie all added considerable to
Lonpoc’s history. (Two daughters, Lucy and Mary, appear
to have married in Missouri and never came to Lompoc).
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W. A. Saunders home ¢n North H Street
1882

The fourth son, William A. Saunders was here and well
established from 1876, when Job’s oldest son, Zenas
(Zene) Wolgamott Saunders came to Lompoc with his
family in 1882. Dr. Z.W. Saunders was 39 at the time. He
and his wife, Lydia (Hall) Saunders had five or six
children, most of whom were born in Kilwinning,
Missouri. The oldest, Don Carlos Saunders. was 14 years
old when he arrived with his parents in Lompoc. He
recalled, fifty years later, that they had traveled from
Missouri to San Francisco on a train, then by boat to
Gaviota, and by horse and wagon to Lompoc. They
camped at Las Cruces one night and arrived in Lompoc the
next day, May 18, 1882. (See Legacy No. 16 for more
information about D.C. Saunders.)

Dr. Saunders bought half a block on North H St.
between Walnut and Chestnut avenues in 1883. He
established his home there. He had begun his medical
practice in Missouri after the Civil War. He had served
four years in the Union Army, participating in the capture

of Little Rock, Wilson’s raids thru Tennessee, Alabama,
and Mississippi, and was sent to Augusta, Ga. in 1865
where the surrender of Gen. Johnston’s Army took place.
In the fall of 1865, he received a Captains commission and
went to southern Missouri to quell guerrilla bands still
active there.

He was active in Scotland County, Missouri political
affairs and began medical training there. He followed thru
in Missouri Medical College at St. Louis and, later, the
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, lowa
where he graduated in 1874.

In Lompoc he practiced medicine with Dr. J. Will
Graham and for a time owned half-interest in a drug store
with Dr. H.C. Dimock. In July 1889, he began a medical
partnership with F.W. Ellis. He served as Town Treasurer
in 1888 and 1890. During the late 1890’s and early 1900’s
he and his son, D.C. Saunders, owned the ‘‘Z.W.
Saunders and Son’’ drug store. It was located on the south
side of Ocean Ave. in the 100 block east of H St.

1883

Job’s brother, James W. Saunders, of the ‘'Last
Chance’’ ranch was known to all as “‘Uncle Jimmy’’
Saunders. Uncle Jimmy wasone of the leaders in the
struggle against the intrusion of liquor into the peaceful
Temperance Colony. When, in 1883, the ‘*Wets' got
themselves a shanty-sized saloon built on south H St., the
“Drys’’, led by Geo. T. Anthony and Uncle Jimmy
Saunders, pulled the saloon into the street and demolished
it. The rope used to pull the building off its foundation was
cut into short pieces for sale as souvenirs. The money was
used to successfully defend the *'drys’’ in the law suit that
ensued. A piece of the rope is preserved in the Lompoc
Museum.

Job and ‘‘Liddie’” (Hall) Saunders’ third son, dJohn

Vivian Saunders across East Ocean Ave. from what had been
her great uncle’s Fashion Stables
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Nate and his daughter Wynona (Saunders) who later
married Robert Mercer

Nelson Saunders came to Lompoc in late 1886 or early
1887. His wife was Mary (Carnehan) Saunders. They had
four children. John built a home on the southwest corner
of Jd and Hickory in May 1887. He was constable with R.E.
James in 1888, and was town marshal about 1890 to 1899.
A visitor to Lompoc in the 1890’s reflected on the peaceful
nature of Lompoc and suggested that Marshal Saunders’
peace-keeping efforts amounted to an occasional problem
caused by a stray animal . . . John Saunders moved to
Oxnard in 1903 where he opened a store. From there, he
moved to San Pedro. He died in San Pedro in 1918.

His influence in Lompoc was carried on by his daughters
who grew up and married in Lompoc. Jessie Saunders
married Earl Collar Nov. 24, 1892. Hila Saunders married
doseph Miller June 15, 1898. Idella Saunders married
Wright Bissinger of Lompoc Dec. 5. 1910, though she had
moved to Oxnard and San Pedro with her parents.

1892

Job’s second son, Nathan Taylor Saunders, came to
Lompoc in 1892, a 45-year-old widower with four sons. His
first wife, Sophia Latimer, had died in 1892, so Nathan,
with his four sons, Lyman, Frank, Clarence and Jobe,
came to Lompoc. The boys ranged from late teenage down
to under ten.

Nathan, born Jan. 2, 1847 in Van Buren county, Iowa,
volunteered for Union Army service when he was 16 years
old, January 1863. He was a messenger boy at first, and
saw very active service with the 21st Missouri Infantry,

Co. C, for three years. He was discharged Dec. 31, 1865 in
Mobile, Alabama. He married Sophia Latimer in 1871 in
Missouri. It is known that he was still in Missouri in 1880,
and was a farmer and merchant there. It was probably
from Missouri that he came to Lompoc to enter
partnership with his brother, W.A. Saunders, in 1892,
selling hardware, supplies and groceries.

Nathan married Frankie Cochran in 1897. They had a
daughter, Wynona Ethel Saunders, born May 17, 1898.
Frankie, his second wife, died June 26, 1903. He never
remarried. After his brother, W.A. Saunders died in 1908,
Nathan ran a grocery store of his own. He died Mar. 30,
1917.

After 1900

Those descendants of the family who bore the name
Saunders sought opportunities all around growing
California and elsewhere.

The Saunders families were active in the Methodist and
Presbyterian churches in Lompoc. Descendants refer to a
“‘strictness’” of the older generation. (Perhaps they were
more strict. After all, they had fought, and had seen
friends die on the battle fields of the Civil War, for a set of
values they were willing to carry to the grave.)

There was no mass departure of Saunders to some other
single community, as when they came to Lompoc. One by
one the sons of those who carried the name drifted away to
opportunities elsewhere. For vyears, they kept their
“‘roots’’ here, for there are several cases of ‘‘Saunders’
being buried in Lompoc though they died elsewhere.
Then, toc, as the original Saunders who remained in
Lompoc passed away through the mid-years of the town’s
history, this fine family that once loomed large in the
events of the colony diminished until there are neo
“*Saunders’’ left.

Ray and Harry, sons of W. A. Saunders



THE OTHER SAUNDERS

Charles Langley Saunders was prominent in Lompoc
history from 1876 until he moved to San Diego in 1893. His
contribution to Lompoc is described in Legacy No. 10. He
was not related to the descendants of Nathan Saunders of
Rhode Island. Charles L. Saunders was born in London,
England January 29, 1827 or 1828. His father, a ship
builder, came to Cleveland, Ghio bringing his family when
Charles was in his early teens. The year was 1841. Charles
became an apprentice carriagemaker in Brunswick, Chio
in 1844. He was there four years, then moved on to
Independence, Mo. In 1850, he traveled across the plains
with a team of mules. The trip took 3 months. His
destination was Hangtown in the California gold fields. He
worked in the mines there and on the American River. In
1852, he was on the Yuba river where he ran a store and
boarding house. From there. hLe went to northern
California to Klamath county on the Salmon river.

In 1855, he married Jane Swan who was born in New
York. They lived up near Oregon, where their children
were born. It is reported that they knew the Barkers who
lived across the border in Oregon. Later in Lompoc, their
daughter, Sarah, married Joshua Barker's son, Henry A.
Barker, and a family tradition tells how they met as
children near the Oregon border.

Charles L. Saunders moved to Salinas from northern

Ray Saunders and his children

California about the time Lompoc was founded in 1874. He
farmed and had a dairy in Salinas. At the end of 1876, he
applied for and got the job of wharfinger for the Lompoc
Valley Land Company. In December, 1876, he moved to
Lompoc and took over the operation of the newly
completed wharf. The rest of the story is in Legacy No. 10.

In the center, standing, are the Saunders brothers; Wm. ,John,
Nate and Dr. Z. W. Saunders. Z. W. Saunders family appears to
be at the right end of the table. D. C. Saunders and his daugh-
ter Irene are seated in front of Mary Long Saunders, standing
second from right. Lydia (Hall) Saunders is next to the tree
just left behind Irene. The picture was taken about 1895 in

front of Wm. A. Saunders home on North H Street where the
Lompoc Mortuary is now located. Nancy (Wolgamott) Saunders,
mother of the four brothers, is seatad in the center of the
table (in the dark dress.) It is planned to provide a “numb-
ered” picture for those who may be able to identify others in
the picture.



THOMAS BENTON LEWIS, II
Pioneer Society President 1977-78

“Tommy'’ Lewis is descended from two Lompoc Pioneer
families. His grandfather and name-sake, Thomas Benton
Lewis came to Lompoc in 1884. Coincidentally, his great
grandparents, James and Ann (Harris) Read and
grandmother Ada Read, came to Lompoc that same year.
The Reads were from Laxfield, Suffolk, England.

Thomas Benton Lewis was born in Perryville, Missourt,
June 29, 1859. His parents, Charles and Matilda
(Kinneson) Lewis, owned and operated a small farm there.
They moved to California about 1865 where they bought
farm property near Half Moon Bay. After about five years
of hard work, it was discovered that Charles had no valid
deed to the property. The family story goes that ‘‘they
returned to Missouri and Charles died of a broken heart.”’

Matilda re-married a year later, and since 11-year-old
Thomas Lewis didn’t like his step-father, he ran away
from home. He worked on a farm for $10.00 a month and
room and board.

When he was 25 years old, in 1884, he came tc Lompoc.
He knew members of the Saunders family from Missouri.
He purchased 40 acres of land from F. Adams, a Lompoc
Colony shareholder. The deed was dated Nov. 15, 1886.
He no doubt had saved some of the cash earned in his
youth. The land was west of Lompoc on Ocean Avenue,
and the big barn he built was a landmark for the folks from
down the valley as they drove their teams to Lompoc.
““Tom Lewis' big barn would loom up in the distance,”
wrote teamster ‘‘Back’’ Barker in his memoirs. The barn
was painted green with white battons and trim. Lewis had
N.L. Spanne hand fashion a weather vane - a horse with
mane and tail flying - for the top of his barn. The barn is
still there, but the green paint has long since weathered
away. The weather vane is in a family collection. He also
built a small four room house which he hurried to complete
before his wedding day in Nov. 1890.

Snow at Lewis Ranch - 1949

Ada Read came to America with her parents in 1883.
They lived about a year in Lowell, Michigan before coming
to Lompoc in 1884. They sold a barrel of Haviland china to
pay their train fare to California. After a short stay in
Lompoc, they farmed on San Meguil Island for about a
year and a half, then returned to Lompoc in 1886.

Ada got a job at the restaurant at the Lompoc landing
when she was about 20 years old. *‘Tom’ Lewis had to
make many trips to the landing for lumber for his barn and
house. He met Ada Read there, and soon the house took
priority over the barn - so they could have a home when
they were married Nov. 27, 1890. Tom was 31 and Ada
was 21. Their first four children, George, Frank, James
and Ralph, were born in the little house.

George Lewis, the oldest, {father of Thomas Benton
Lewis, II, 1978 Pioneer Society president} won the ‘‘most
beautiful baby'’ contest in Lompoc valley when he was 8 o1
10 months old. He received a pretty pewter cup. About 12
years later, his brother Ralph used the cup to heat some
water and melted it into a gob on top of the wood stove.

The Lewises expanded their farm operation in the fall of
1897, and moved to the Hendrick’s place on the northwest
corner of Ocean and Floridale. The house where they lived
is still there. Their only daughter, Irene Annie Lewis was
born in that home. In 1905, they moved to Miss Cecilia
Franses Sudden’s property near V and Ocean adjacent to
the original property. Their youngest son, Jack, was born
in the two story house there in 1906.
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Sudden Ranch NW corner and West Ocean (now Trade Winds)
Ada, Irene, Ray & Ralph, Thos B. holding Jack, George, Frank

Thomas Benton Lewis died in 1918. Ada (Read) Lewis
continued farm operations with the support of her sons
thru her long lifetime. In 1920, she purchased a house
from Wright Bissinger at 315 E. Ocean Ave.



Her oldest son, George Lewis married Florence Mila
Meclntyre in 1920, and on July 25, 1922 they had Thomas
Benton Lewis, II. ““Tommy’’ was born at Laura Rudolph’s
nursing home in Lompoc where many Lompocans had
their *‘beginnings’’ before the hospital was built.
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George Lewis and son Tommy about 4dyears and dog Blackie

By the time he was three, Tommy was being reared by
his grandmother at 315 E. Ocean. His mother, ‘Mila’
Lewis, had left the valley.

In 1930, his father, George. and his uncles Ray and
Ralph bought the Sweeney Ranch on Sweeney Road along
the Santa Ynez river. The death of Tommy's father
occurred in June of 1931 when Tommy was not quite six
years old. Tommy grew up in the household with his
grandmother and his bachelor uncles Ray and Ralph who
farmed both the Sweeney ranch and the home place on
West Ocean.

His uncle Frank went to work for the Bank of America in
the 1930°s and when he retired from the Dixon, California
branch in 1968, he had been a bank manager for 32 years.

Tommy’s aunt Irene married Louis C, Huseman, who
became manager of Security First National Bank.
Huseman’s father was Judge Huseman who came to
Lompoc from the Yreka area in the 1920’s. After oil well
drilling, and the real estate and insurance business, Judge
Huseman presided over court and the recorders office. His
grandson Eugene Huseman, son of Irene (Lewis) and
Louis C. Huseman, is the newly elected Judge in Lompoc.

Tommy attended Lompoc Grammar school {Kinder-
garten thru 6th grade) when “‘Pop’’ Ruth was principal.
Junior High was 7th and 8th grades during the 30’s.
Arthur Hapgood was principal. Tommy Lewis attended
high school at the end of the 1930’s and graduated in 1940.
He was ASB president in 1940. His aunt Irere held the
same office in 1922 - the year he was born.

In high school, Tommy Lewis met Betty Jane
McLaughlin. She was born in Texas, but spent most of her
life traveling all over California. Her father was a manager
for the Pacific Fruit and Produce Company. She was in
Salinas for a couple years prior to coming to Lompoc. Betty
and Tommy did a lot of corresponding when they were in
college and while he was in England during the war.
Tommy went to San Jose State for 2 and a half years, then
went into the Army Air Force from 1943 to 1945. He
returned from the war and married Betty McLaughlin Oct.
6, 1945. During the war he spent 13 months in England as
a bombardier on a B-17. They launched the first rocket
bombs against German U-boat pens.
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Tom Lewis and Betty — 1945

While he was in England, his grandmother asked him to
visit her two sisters, Annie and Katie. He bussed over to
see them on one of his week-end passes. Their home had
been destroyed in the bombing raids, so they were living
in a 300-year-old country-side cottage at the time of his
visit.

Back in the states after the war, Tommy attended U.C.
Davis. He and Betty lived in housing provided for married
students on the GI bill. Their first son, Steven Thomas
Lewis was born Dec. 7, 1947 when Tommy was attending
Davis. He graduated in 1948,



Back in Lompoc, Tommy leased the Cantlay ranch and
raised truck crops for 8 years. He then farmed and
managed for J.L. Brock. Later he worked for Denholm
Seeds growing trials in Scotty Sinclair’s production years.
Thomas Benton Lewis, 1II was born June 18, 1951
(1951-1972), and Elizabeth Anne ‘‘Betsy’’ Lewis was born
Sept. 9, 1954,

Grandma (Ada) Lewis and Tom when Steve was born
in Sacramento — 1947

Tom Lewis Family — 1954

Tommy tells of dropping in from time-to-time to see his
grandmother in the home where he grew up. One evening
it was late and she was still keeping supper simmering on
the back of the stove. “*The boys are working late tonight”’
she said. She was in her 80’s, and her “boys'™ Ray and
Ralph were in their 60's!

Tommy Lewis went to work for the Village Country Club
in 1960. He built the golf course there and has continued
thru the years managing course and green maintenance.
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