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THE SAUNDERS - - - PART 1

Vivian Saunders Shanklin — Baby Picture

Vivian Saunders Shanklin preserved details of mother’s
life in handwritten notes taken down while her mother was
reminiscing. Vivian’s mother was Mary (Long) Saunders,
born on the San Julian Rancho in 1871, first anglo-saxon
child born in the Lompoc area. ‘A Long Story’’ in Legacy
No. 11 was written using the notes Vivian Shanklin shared
with the Historical Society during the last year of her life.

Vivian's father was Don Carlos Saunders, and when
Vivian was born Oct. 10, 1896, the Saunders were *‘thick
as fleas’” in Lompoc. Legacy No. 17, “*The Saunders’’ will
attempt to describe the considerable influence the family
had on the new colony by the turn of the century. While
sharing Saunders and Long family information, Vivian
Saunders Shanklin gave many details of her own life.

Her parents were married October 12, 1892, on the
Long’s Buena Vista Ranch down the valley. Don Carlos
Saunders (born in Missouri, not California, as his name
would imply) was 24 and Mary Long was 21. The wedding
was at 6:00 p.m. on Columbus Day. It was a school holiday
and made it convenient for the bride’s maid, Annie

Vivian Saunders Shanklin

Williams, and all the younger brothers and sisters of the
bride and groom to participate in the wedding. Aunt
Muyrtle, 10 years old, played the wedding march. Rev. Ben
Whittemore performed the wedding ceremony. Frank
Moore was best man.

An old wedding ring and a thimble were baked into the
wedding cake. Anna Williams, who later married Frank
Moore, got the piece of cake with the ring {by plan). Sister
Maggie Long got the thimble. Mary (Rios) Long, Mary’s
stepmother, baked the cake. They wanted Muyrtle to play
the piano for dancing but grandpa Z. W. Saunders
wouldn’t have it. So they waited until he left and then they
danced. Each girl knew one song, so they would take turns
playing for dancing.

D.C. and Mary received a cow and stove as wedding
gifts. The couple went home to their new house at 400
North H Street (corner of H and Laurel). The lamps were
all lit when they got there (the best man and bride’s maid
had beaten them to Lompoc from the ranch).
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Vivian Shanklin — 1896 - 1975



Mary Long Saunders — 1870 - 1919

They had two daughters, Irene Saunders, born August
6, 1893, and Vivian Saunders, born Oct. 10, 1896,

Vivian remembers that her sister got to go to school
three years before she did, and she wanted to go to school
so badly, the childhood memory of her disappointment
stuck with her all her life. The school was just across the
street from their home. She also wanted whooping cough
because all the other kids had it. She got a severe case and
her mother told her she had it worse than the others
because she wanted it. Another memory was of her
grandfather, Dr. Z. W, Saunders, coming to the house to
vaccinate the girls against other childhood diseases.

The railroad line into Lompoc was constructed on Laure:
Avenue, and when the first train came to town in June 22.

Don Carlos Saunders

1899, the whole town came out to see it. Vivian was there
by the Saunder’s picket fence to witness the great event.
The people who ran the R.R. lived upstairs in the depot or
in houses nearby. Mr. DeFriese was conductor and the
DeFriese children were Irene and Vivian’s playmates.
John and Mary Hedrick lived next door. He was caretaker
of the engine so the Saunders kids got to ride on the train.
Vivian remembered how they would ride the engine to the
turntable and ride around with the train.

The train in Lompoc in those days usually consisted of
the engine, a freight car, a baggage and a passenger car.
A ride to Surf was 50 cents, and on holidays there were
loads of fishermen on the train to the mouth of the Santa
Ynez River when the steelhead were running.

Frank Moore — Best man at the Saunders-Long Wedding

Aunt Myrtle (Saunders)- Freiley
Played at the Wedding
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Saunder’'s Home — 400 North H Street

When the circus train would come to town, the circus
would unload right across Laurel Avenue from their home.
The circus workers would come to the Saunders’ yard
faucets to get water for the animals, so there were plenty
of free tickets to the circus. It was always an exciting
occasion to see the circus come to town. One time there
was extra excitement when a zebra got away from a
trainer. A wild chase ensued until it was corralled. The
circus parade started from the R.R. station, went down H
Street and came back to the R.R. yard.

Another exciting time on the railroad tracks was the
time Marian Smith (Al Smith’s sister) and Vivian decided
to play *‘chicken’’ with the train. Men who were unloading
a lime rock wagon into a freight car were shouting and
waving frantically and got the train stopped. When Mrs.
Saunders heard the commotion she came out and saw her
daughter sitting on the track in front of the train . . . well,
Vivian never forgot what happened next.

Vivian attended Sunday school from a very early age.
Mrs. Hedrick from next door began taking her to the
Presbyterian Sunday school when she was 2 years old.
She recalled the Christmas tree in church lighted with
candles and men stood by with water buckets and mops to
quench -any fire that might have started. Vivian's
grandmother. Lydia (Hall) Saunders was a charter
member of the Presbyterian Church. Rev. B. F.
Whittemore was the first minister. {He performed the
Long-Saunders wedding}. Vivian’s Aunt Myrtle played the
piano for church services.

When Vivian Saunders was about 4 (about 1900} the
family moved to an apartment above her father and
grandfather’s drug store. While Dr. Saunders spent much
of his time practicing medicine, his son, D.C. Saunders.
was running “"Z.W. Saunders and Son'’ drug store. The
store was in the 100 block on the south side of East Ocean
Avenue. The children were forbidden to walk on the north
side of the 100 block of West Ocean Avenue because that
is where the saloons were. They could go specifically to
the bakery in that block. {Others recall this was true until

the late 20's or early 30's.) They were allowed to play with
Billy Oboy, the son of one of the saloon proprietors, but
not at his home. Dewings had a bicycle shop near
Saunders’ drug store. Vivian was terribly upset when she
learned Mrs. Dewing’s birthday was the same as hers.
She cried because she heard Mrs. Dewing say October 10
was her birthday and Vivian didn’t want anyone else to
have *‘her birthday’’.

Vivian had early memories of her grandfather, George
Long, including visits to his home down the valley at the
250 acre Buena Vista Ranch. His second wife. the former
Mary Rios, played the guitar. They had a son, Logan, not
much older than Irene and Vivian. Grandpa Long had a
horse named Schnieder. The children rode Schnieder out to
get the cow. Vivian remembered her uncle Logan rode the
cow one time when they were playing. Schnieder was a
slow, gentle horse, but he would run to the barn when he
was coming home. Grandfather Long rode in a July 4th
parade as ‘‘Uncle Sam'’ probably in 1900. He died in
December that year. age 85.

Vivian’s other grandfather, Zene Wolgamott Saunders,
lived at 215 North H Street. (His property was later sold to
Bank of America.) Grandpa Saunders played the violin.
Aunt Myrtle (19 years old in 1900) played the piano and
one of the uncles (Lewis or Robert) played the horn. The
piano and music room was a back parlor where all the
"“family living”’ took place. The front parlor was reserved
for special occasions and special guests.

D.C. Saunders moved his family back to 400 North H
Street in 1902. Vivian lived there all through her
grammar school years so she never had far to walk to
school. She remembered the high water during hard rains.
At first planks were put down over the ditches, then high
boots were necessary. When it got too deep, two men
would be posted there to carry the children across.

Irene and Vivian Saunders
By the picket fence on Laurel Avenue along the railroad.
The warehouses are in the left backgiound.



Vivian Saunders, Aunt Hettie and lrene Saunders
At Z. W. Saunder’'s home, 215 North H Street.

In the spring time everyone in the 400 block of North H
St. hung out baskets of flowers for May Day. It was a
specialty of that block. On May Day, all the Sunday
Schools would get together for a picnic. Sometimes it
would be at Ryon Paik. Half the town would turn out.

Vivian Shanklin remembered the days when there were
wooden sidewalks along the streets in the middle of town.
There was a women's exchange in the corner of Moore's
store. Women would bake cakes etc. and bring them to the
store where they would be sold. Each persons specialty
became well known, and there was usually a standing
order for whatever Mrs. Saunders was going to bake.
Folks would order ahead of time, and the women would
take turns baking.

There was a 500 club, and Eucre club in the odd fellows
hall. All the people in town would go play cards. At the
beginning of the school year, all the new teachers would
be introduced there at one of the card playing meetings.
There were about 25 card tables. Folks would take turns

Lydia (Hall) Saunders — Vivian's Grandmother

preparing refreshments which consisted of sandwiches of
boiled veal and pork mixed with eggs, and cake. Vivian
learned to play cards from her cousin Willy McCabe.

When the lumber ship $.S. Robert Sudden was wrecked
at Surf on a foggy June day in 1905, the Saunders and
many other families went out to see the wrecked ship.
The Smiths built a house out of the lumber that was
salvaged. The Wm. Sudden home was across H Street
from the Saunders home.

Vivian recalled the Bank of Italy was run by Mr, Sudden
{who lived across the street from them). It became the
Bank of America. Then there was the Valley Bank which
became Security First National. She had a savings account
in the Bank of America from the time she was a little girl.

During the flood in 1907, D.C. Saunders had the mumps
and was quarantined and was not allowed to go see what
was happening. He paced the floor like a caged lion. He
was always involved in everything and it was very painful
for him not to be involved. He had served on the fire
department and was used to responding to every
emergency.

D.C. Saunders’ Uncle Nate and Uncle Will lived in the
next block north. across the street. Uncle Nate lived on the
corner of H and Maple. The next house was owned by the
Lehmans, a Jewish family. The Lehman children had a
pony cart, and it was great fun to ride with them up the hill
to the cemetary and back (the parents gave them
permission to go that far), Next to the Lehmans was the
home of Uncle Will Saunders.

Sunday School picnics and family picnics were a big
thing in those days. They were often held up at Miguelito
Park. Sometimes they would take a tent and stay there for
a couple weeks. Vivian's sister, [rene, read lots of books
and she would read stories of wildest Africa while she and

Dr .Z. W. Saunders — Vivian's Grandfather



Left to right: D .C. Saunders, Irene Saunders, Maggie Long,
George Long (seated), Vivian Saunders (by her grandpa’s knee)
Mary Long Saunders and Logan Long.

Vivian were down in Miguelito Creek. Vivian didn’t like it,
because she was afraid a rhinoceros or some such wild
animal would come charging down the creek. Picnics were
good times to get acquainted with cousins. uncles, aunts,
great uncles and great aunts because they were big
affairs. Perhaps the most famous Saunders in Lompoc was
Vivian’s great, great Aunt Sally (Rutledge) Saunders in
whose childhood home Abraham Lincoln spent several
years. (See “‘The Saunders”, Legacy 17.)

Vivian Saunders attended high schoo! from 1910 to
1914. She remembers sports, particularly the tennis and
basketball teamns. She and most other girls in that era were
influenced by Miss Lillian Williams, coach and vice
principal of the high school. Miss Williams was a strong
gym teacher with much emphasis on physical fitness.
Vigorous exercises were the order of the day in girls P.E.
E.L. Mitchell was high school principal.

Vivian attended San Jose Normal School during
1914-1916. The first year of college she was on the
basketball team. She was ill and had to give it up the
second year. She became a referee and travelled around
many schools that year. She graduated from San Jose
Normal and returned to teach 3rd grade at Lompoc
Elementary School in 1916 and 1917. She also substituted
in 5th and 6th grades. In 1917 she went to work at the post
office and worked there until she retired in 1958. She had
361/ years service over a 41 year period.

D.C. Saunders was postmaster from 1913 until his death
in 1935. Mary Long Saunders was librarian in the Lompac
Library from 1909 to 1919.

The post office in Lompoc was temporarily in the adobe
rance house in 1874. When Orson Peck built the first
commercial building on South H St (a hardware store) the
post office was there in 1875. B.F. Tucker became
postmaster in 1875 and the post office was in his home on

South I St. (in what is now Mastro’s restaurant). Vivian
Shanklin remembered the post office was on the corner of
H and Ocean by the Bob Lilley building (City Secretarial
Service is there now). It was moved to the corner of
Moore’s on I and Ocean. The Post office building was later
built on South I St. across the alley behind Moore’s Dept.
Store. The new post office was built on the corner of Ocean
and O in 1960.

Vivian Saunders married Albert Shanklin on January 6,
1921. Albert Shanklin, son of Lowel] and Ella (Muncton)
Shanklin, was born March 5, 1893, in Santa Ynez Valley.
He served in the Navy in World War [ aboard the cruiser
St. Louis during troop transport escort duty across the
Atlantic. Albert Shanklin and his folks had moved to
Lompoc from Ballard and lived in the 400 block of North
H Street, and half block away from the Saunders.

Vivian and Albert lived on a ranch on Jalama Road from
1921 to 1935. Vivian drove a Model T Ford to Lompoc
every day, The San Julian Road was not paved and in rainy
weather she had to get a run at the hill coming up out of
Salispuedes. With rear wheels throwing mud, if she didn’t
keep it moving. she would lose traction and would bog
down. She knew how to change tires and fix flats.

The Shanklins had one daughter, Irene, born October
31, 1921. Carrying on a tradition with girls names for five
generations, the girls have no middle name and take on
their maiden name as a middle name when they marry.
Starting with Mary Dawson Long, through Mary Long
Saunders, Vivian Saunders Shanklin, Irene Shanklin Seng,

Vivian Saunders — Graduating Senior, Lompoc High School



Vivian Saunders — At time of College Graduation

i

Vivian Saunders — Albert Shanklin Wedding
Left to right: D.C. Saunders, Ethel (Hjelm)
Bailey, lydia {Hall) Saunders, Mary Long
Saunders, Grace Canfieild, Albert Shanklin,
Irene (Saunders) Emory, Vivian (Saunders)
Shanklin, James Emory, Ella Shanklin and
Lowell Shankiin.

it is down to Barbara Seng Weod. This almost resulted in
Barbara’s daughter being named Emily ‘‘None’” Wood.
““‘None”” would have been the little girl’s middle name had
not her mother caught it.

The Shanklins moved to town in 1935, They bought the
Bob Mercer home at 503 E. Ocean Ave. Mrs., Mercer was
Wynona (Saunders) Mercer, a cousin of Vivian's father.
Howard and Elsie (Douglass) Sperber bought the home
from the Shanklins April 1, 1946. For a while, then, the
Shanklins lived in an apartment on North H St. with
Vivian's mother. It was property formerly owned by Z.W.
Saunders. It was sold to Bank of America. (When the bank
was building the vault, they dug into & subterranian
channel. It is near where there was a bridge on North H St
in early Lompoc ) The Shanklins then built a little house at
414 South E St, where Vivian lived for 25 years. Albert
Francis Shanklin died Sept. 25, 1954.

After retirement in 1950, Vivian traveled extensively for
ten vears. She made three trips around the U.S., and
made other trips through the mid-west. She traveled by
train to Chicago, then to Niagra. through Canada, the New
England states during fall colors, and on to the N.Y.
worlds fair. and then to Washington, D.C.

She went twice to the Bahamas, and up and down Key
West, Fla. She visited New Orleans, the Mardi Gras. and
Antibellum homes and gardens. She took in the Grand
Canyon, Arkansas, Illinois. the Hawaiian Islands, etc. On
the trip to Hawaii, arranged as a 25th Wedding
Anniversary present for her daughter and University
graduation presents for her granddaughters, they arrived
at the same time Hubert Humphrey got there with his
entourage of lawyers for a conference. They had to go first
class to get rooms.




Albert and Vivian Shanklin with daughter, Irene

Vivian Shanklin was active through the years in Sunday
Schocl, Christian Endeavor, Presbyterian Womerns As-
sociation, and she was an elder and deacon of the church.
She was active in Alpha Club (including a term as
coordinator between Alpha and Jr. Alpha clubs), Eastern
Star (50 years), San Jose (Normal) Alumni Assn., the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society and the Pioneer Society.

Vivian did lots of entertaining and was in charge of

parties all her life. She followed in the footsteps of her
mother who would give a party on any excuse.

Pioneer Days

Vivian moved to the Lutheran home in Solvang when
her vision was failing. She remained active and cheerful
the three and a half years she was there. She became a
member of the Lutheran church and she participated in
the Santa Ynez Valley Women's Club, Art Association and
Theater Fest. At the Lutheran Home she traded her
life-long interest in bridge to play pincchle, Her small
apartment was a tribute to her hobbies of collecting
antiques, cups, silver spoons, stamps and handwork.
Some of the handwork items were heirlooms from former
generations.

Albert Shanklin with fish caught in Santa Ynez river



D. C. Saunders with granddaughter Irene Shanklin

Mary (Long) Saunders with granddaughter Irene Shanklin at
the San Julian Rancho where Mary was born in 1870
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