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THE BEGGS

LeRoy Begg is president of the Lompoc Pioneer Society
this year. His Scottish heritage was partly covered in
Lompoc Legacy No. 10 and No. 11. However, LeRoy’s
father, John Begg, can always add interesting details to
the Lompoc Pioneer story of the Begg family.

Old timers can remember the narrow highway to
Gaviota, winding thru the bottom of the canyon between
Lompoc and the San dJulian ranchhouse. But John Begg,
born in 1885, who first traveled that road from Goleta as a
two-year-old, remembers when teamsters had to stop at
the few wide spots in the road and listen for an on-coming
stage coach. If all was quiet, then it was alright to go to the
next wide area where teams could pass. The stage for
Santa Barbara left Lompoce at 7:00 a.m. and teams coming
to Lompoc in the morning had to be very careful not to
meet the stage at impassable narrow places on the road. In
fact, a teamster had to know his stuff to make the trip to or
from Gaviota. One miscalculation and the wagon and load
ended up in the creek.

John Begg came to Lompec in 1887 when he was two
years old. His father and mother, William and Alison
(Rutherford) (Evans) Begg were married in Goleta and
had two boys there; William, born December 17, 1883 and
John, born November 3, 1885. They moved to Lompoc
where two more boys were born: Frank, in December 1887
and Steve, July 19, 1890. The mother, Alison Begg, died
July 31, 1890, two weeks after Steve was born. She was
born in Craiglain, Scotland April 3, 1850 and had been
married before to Evans who died in 1880. There were
three daughters from that marriage, so William Begg was
left with three step daughters and four sons to rear on his
ranch in Lompoc canyon down the valley.

The children attended Lynden School. John remembers
going to school in 1890 when Vinnie McDonald was the
teacher. He remembers other teachers; Mr. Evans (no
kin), and Mrs. Clark. Perhaps it was to help with his seven
children that Williams’ parents, Peter and Mary Begg,
came to America from Scotland. (William was born in
Aberdeen in the early 1850’s). They planned to stay in
America, however, there was a death in the family back in
Scotland and they were needed there. They never
returned to America.

— LOMPOC GRAMMAR SCHOOL —

1877 FAMILIES

William married Mary Burns and in 1898, when John
was 13, the Beggs moved to the San Julian Rancho (see
Legacy No. 11).

John Begg left home when he was 20. His Uncle Frank
was superintendent of the Bishop Estate up in Contra
Costa county in 1905, and John went there to San Ramon
where he became storage warehouse manager. He was
working there in April, 1906 when the big San Francisco
earthquake made a mess of the grain stacked in his
warehouse It shook the cars down the track, and he spent
days re-piling the bags of grain.

Alison (Rutherford) Begg, William Begg

John Begg 1886 William, Jr.



He moved to Oakland in October 1906 and drove teams
for Hall Warehouse Company until May of 1907, He was
brakeman on a Western Division run of the $.P. R.R. until
September, 1907. Then he visited some Rutherford
cousins at Cow Creek near Redding, and did some salmon
fishing on the Pitt River.

He returned to Lompoc to farm at Salsipuedes and
worked there and at the San Julian until 1910. In 1910, he
farmed his father’s ranch (250 acres of the west end of the
San Julian). Hay and beans were the major crops in those
years.

On the day before Christmas, 1914, John Begg married
Laura Mortensen. They had met in Santa Barbara while
visiting mutual friends on the 4th of July, 1914. Laura was
from Los Angeles. Her parents were from Omaha,
Nebraska and originally from Denmark. Her father, a
tailor, had one of the most extensive stamp and coin
collections in the U.S.

John and Laura Begg spent a few months on the farm
and then in 1915, they bought 3 lots on the corner of H and
Olive in Lompoc. LeRoy and Eugene were born there
October 27, 1916 and September 19, 1920. Stanley was
born June 14, 1927, and at that time, they were living on
Bob Rennie’s 40 acre ranch at 7th and Laurel. John Begg
was in the garage business with Harold Friis (Spanne’s old
garage on [ and Ocean) in 1916-1917. In 1917, he bought a
390 acre tract at Jalama. In the fall of 1918, they moved
back to town to H and Olive. John drove a tractor, and his
adaptation to mechanization in those transition years
appears to have influenced the lives of his family - a
preponderance of boys. (3 sons, 9 grandsons - 2
granddaughters - his son, LeRoy has 2 grandsons). They
have done hauling, road superintending, ARCO products
management, Tires and Grefco work. Then there is
experimental soil work at U.C. Davis, and more exotic
heart pace-makers in Sunnyvale, California.

LeRoy, our Pioneer Society president, attended Lompoc
grammar school and went on to high school. He was first
married in 1935 to Virginia Freeman. He worked for J.M.
and the Pioneer warehouse in those early years. His first
son, Robert Wayne Begg, was born in December 1937,
LeRoy worked as foreman for S.P. Milling Co. in San Ardo
in 1936, then went to San Luis Obispo in 1940. There, he
drove a truck for P.M.T. He was hauling for Army camps
in the area during W.W. II, and came back to Lompoc¢ in
1941, hauling mail, freight and passengers from Surf to
Lompoc and Camp Cooke. Janet Lawson was working for
S.P. R.R. at the Lompoc Depot during the war. She came
to Lompoc in 1940 and graduated from Lompoc High
School. LeRoy and Janet were married in April 1946.

They had: Lester, now making heart pace-makers in
Sunnyvale; John H., who has the Tire Center; and James,
who works for Grefco. Wayne is production manager in an
integrated circuit plant in Santa Barbara.

Eugene, Laura (Mortensen) Begg, Stanley, LeRoy
1927

After the war, LeRoy became the agent and distributor
for Richfield (now ARCO) products in Lompoc, a job he
has held ever since. For 15 years, from 1944, he had as a
side-line business, a school bus contract, hauling students
from the Sudden Ranch area.

John Begg, Wayne, Laura, Stanley, Eugene and LeRoy
1939

iLeRoy, Wayne, Laura, John and Eugene



LeRoy Begg's Transportation Service at the
Southern Pacific depot in Lompoe.

LeRoy’s parents were married over 59 years, and a few
months before their 60th anniversary, Laura {Mortensen)
Begg died, September 8, 1974.

LeRoy’s father, John Begg, gets a gift every Christmas
from George Miller. The local pharmacist discovered John
Begg Scotch Whiskey, from Balmoral Castle area in
Scotland. The Beggs are from Aberdeen, Inverness,
Scotland, down the Dee river from the Castle, and John
Begg may be in possession of a distant cousin’s brew.
There may be more Beggs in Lompoc than in the Dee river
valley by now!

Lester, James and John

1877 FAMILIES

Our records show that in 1877, pioneers who settled in
Lompoc and who have direct descendants still living here
were James W. Allen, James W. Saunders, Elias Swope
and Daniel Truitt. Allen, grandfather of Ray C. Jacobs,
was covered in the history of his wife, the former Sylvia
Rogers, in Legacy No. 6 in 1975. The Swopes,
grandparents of Mildred Rande, were included in the
Winn story in Legacy No. 10 for 1976 100-Year families. So
this year our sketches will cover James W. Saunders and
Daniel Truitt, whose families were related.

by Myra Manfrina

Daniel T. Truitt was responsible for many of the trees
and plants still growing in Lompoc Valley. A horticulturist,
he had a nursery at his Miguelito Canyon ranch where
Lompocans bought their berry vines, fruit and hedge
trees. Truitt ordered every plant he heard about, grew it
and grafted more from it. His blue gum seed ordered from
Australia became the trees ringing the farmers’ apple
orchards, protecting them from Lompoc’s breezes.

DANIEL TRUITT FAMILY

Jessie Truitt Calhoun, Della Truitt Douglass, Nellie Truitt
Reed, Malissa Saunders Truitt, Daniel Truitt, Samuel Truitt.
photo courtesy Horace Reed

Apples thrived in early Lompoc colony days, taking
prizes at the big world expositions. Packing and shipping
them in the Fall was a big industry with at least two
packing houses in operation. One of the most famous
winter apples was the Ben Capp, one of Truitt’s grafts.

The Truitts came all the way from Schuyler Co., Mo., to
Lompoc, arriving August, 1877. He had had land
purchased for him before his arrival. In 1862 Daniel had
come to California, a six months’ trip by ox team from
Iowa. He taught school in Northern Calif., and returned
East in ‘66, marrying Malissa Saunders, daughter of
James W. (see his story below). Their move to Lompoc
was no doubt because her parents were already here.

Of the 350 acres in Miguelito Canyon, just as you round
the curve to enter the canyon, he had 75 tillable and the
rest grazing land. He named his two-story house
““Mountain Home’’ and put in 15 acres of fruits. In the
nearby stream he planted trout and carp.

County records show that Daniel Truitt was County
Supervisor from 1885 to 1893, being the third in the
succession of 4th District Supervisors. He was 25 years
superintendent of the Method:st Sunday School. Born in
1835 in Salisbury, Md., he died in 1913 in Lompoc.
Malissa’s birthplace was Birmingham, [a., and she died in
1929 near Pasadena, Ca.



Truitt children who grew up and married in Lompoc
were: Jessie, married to Nathan Calhoun; Samuel Paul, a
dentist; Della who became first Mrs. George Douglass,
then upon his death married his cousin Charles; and
Nellie, twin of Della, who was Mrs. Lincoln Reed. It is the
children of the latter who are the descendants still in
Lompoc - their son Horace, and his family; and daughter,
Charlotte (Mrs. Clarence Cowan), and her family. Lincoln
settled on the Truitt place and started a dairy, which
became Reedsons’ Dairy, passing into the hands of son
Horace, then to Horace’s son and son-in-law before the
family sold the business. The Cowans also lived on the
Truitt land, a few houses away from the old homestead,
where they had an apricot orchard.

JAMES W. SAUNDERS, father-in-law of Daniel Truitt,
preceded the Truitts to Lompoc, in fact they arrived in
1876, making them one of last year’s 100-year Families.
James was born in Holmes Co., Ohio, in 1822, and his
wife, Catherine Wolgamott, was born the same year, in
probably Millersburg, Ohio. Perhaps through newspaper
publicity put out by W.W. Broughton, extolling the virtues
of Lompoc and promoting the sales of Lompoc Lands, the
Saunders family decided to come to Lompoc.

His ranch in Miguelito Canyon was named ‘‘Last
Chance’” and the home stood on top of the hill in the blue
gums just east of the old Miguelito school site.

He featured prominently in the famous saloen roping
incident in 1883. In 1930 Howard Broughton wrote an
account that describes the affair colorfully: {was writing of
his father, W. W. Broughton)

““One Saturday afternoon when practically all the people
from the surrounding country were in town a ‘‘temperance
meeting’’ was held in front of the saloon (it was a shanty
close to the largest building then in town, Dinwiddie Hall -
now site of Jasper’s).

‘A large drygoods box was placed in front of the saloon
and used as a stage. The usual {temperance) program,
consisting of prayer, singing, recitations by some of the
young people (in poetry form on the evils of drink), and a
temperance speech, was carried out in detail. When the
meeting closed che proprietors were asked to close up.
They refused. At this juncture my grandfather, George T.
Anthony and Uncle Jimmy Saunders (J.W.} went over to
Rudolph’s Store (Rudolph’s was then directly across the
street) and procured a long piece of rope which was placed
around the building. Part of the crowd pulled on cne end
and the balance on the other. At about the second pull
someone inside the saloon cut the rope through a crack in
the wall, causing the crowd to pile up in the middle of the
street.

*The rope was again adjusted and tied together and
Uncle Jimmy with a large horse pistol in his hand went up
to the building and informed the occupants that they were
about to try another pull and that if the rope was cut he
would begin shocting into the building. The occupants
vacated and the building was demolished.”

Anthony and Saunders and some of the others were
arrested and placed on trial for riot, Broughton, also a
lawyer, participating in the defense. They were acquitted.

James W. died in 1897 and Catherine preceded him in
1891. Their children were Mary Malissa who married
Daniel Truitt - see sketch: James A. Saunders, Sadie
Frances, whose husband was George J. Anthony; Ada,
Mrs. Jasper Coe; Robert W. Saunders; Marion Boone
Saunders and William Champion Saunders.

The latter was married to Mattie Wright, the rural
school teacher. Mattie took her six children with her to
whatever school she was teaching at the time, and there
were many times when it was her children who kept a
school going, because they increased the attendance.
When she left LaSalle school one time to teach elsewhere,
the school had to close for lack of pupils.

The Saunders descendants here today are those of the
Truitts, mentioned in the above vignette. Other Saunders
brothers, Jobe and John P., settled here, but didn’t arrive
unti] 1881.

— LOMPOC GRAMMAR SCHOOL —
by Myra Manfrina

For its entire life - 1877 to 1922 - it could be seen from
any direction all over town - a landmark on all the old
Lompoc photographs - the big old two-story box-like
structure that was Lompoc Grammar School 100 years ago.

Written in March, 1877, ‘‘town school edifice about
completed, Dome and roof neatly painted. $7,000 - looks
like $10,000.”” It opened April 1877 with three teachers,
Elder J. W. Webb principal; Prof. Albert Olinger and
Henrietta Whittock.
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Rare picture of Lompoc Grammar School, from west exposure
Taken when baseball game in progress and entire school and
town population out watching it, about 1910. Eucalyptus
trees have been taken out and cypress hedge growing be-
hind school.



Only one classroom of the original four was used at first,
as many townspeople thought the school too large and a
waste. So they furnished the one with necessary furniture
and apparatus and left the other three as playrooms. But it
wasn’t very long before they had to admit they needed all
that room and expanded into the other roughly finished
classrooms whose seats were home made and the
recitation benches rough boards without backs.

The population continued to grow and in 1891 four more
rooms were added, two each on the east and west sides.
These proved adequate until 1911 when they were
bursting at the seams again, so this time they built
another four classroom two-story building, calling it the
“Industrial Building”’, or sloyd building, or ‘‘the annex’’.
It opened May, 1912.

1914 - 7th graders pictured at old Grammar School with
their teacher, Marguerite Rennie Hall.

In 1921 a new building was begun near the corner of
Chestnut and H, right in front (south) of the first big
building. The new one was referred to in later years as *‘El
Camino school’’. It opened for the fall term September 1,
1922. That story will be told at a later date.

In May 1922, the Grammar School trustees put the first
old school up for bid and on June 9 it was being torn down
and removed from the school block by Everett Building
Company, who paid $957.20 for the building. Bert and
Charlie Everett used the lumber in constructing some
houses in Lompoc (does anyone know which ones?) and
used the heavy timbers in other construction.

Principals from 1877 to 1921 were: (list not complete)
J.W. Webb, Miss Orton, Rev. Benjamin Whittemnore, J.S.
Curryer, James Rutledge Saunders, Milton A. Blanchard,
Holton Webb, E.N. Mabrey, Arthur G. Balaam, Ivan Hill,
T.S. Van Fleet and Sara Michelson Arkley.

In 1880 it was reported that Lompoc School was running
full blast, being successfully run by J.S. Curryer, Mrs.
Edwards and Mr. G.D. Moss. In 1887 the school opened
with Milton E. Blanchard principal, $.A. Moleman vice
principal, Miss Alice Skinner intermediate, and Miss
Emma Lawrence, primary. Mr. and Mrs. Cheal were also
instructors.

In 1888 the teachers issued a vote of thanks to the pupils
for their resolution to protect and preserve school
property. Their invitation to parents and friends to visit
the departments was signed by Holton Webb, principal;
Mrs. Thomas G. Clark (Clara Richardson), Mrs. W.C. Ball
and Emma Lawrence. Webb was given a gold watch guard
in token of his students’ appreciation and regard, at the
close of the term.

The Los Alamos Progress in 1889 said: ‘‘As one enters
the city {Lompoc) a large imposing two story building
commands immediate attention, and on inquiry we find it
to be the Lompoc Public School. Through the courtesy of
Prof. Holton Webb, principal, we were permitted to
inspect the various departments of the building. In every
one there is evidence of a system that cannot fail to be of
benefit to the pupils. Mr. Webb is in every sense of the
word a brainy man, fertile in practical ideas that are
original and commendable. The professor is an enthusiast
on the subject of education and by some has been termed
an educational crank, but if his highly successful methods
are those of a crank, for God’s sake, give us more cranks in
our public schools!”’

Sloan
1917' - 1922, Was at Jr. Hi in 1923. She and Marguerite
Rennie Hall are the two surviving teachers from the old

Clara Turner taught in Lompoc Grammar School

school. picture courtesy of Mrs. Sloan.



Lompoc Grammar School, built in 1876, occupied in 1877, just 100 years age. Only one of the four rooms was used to
begin with, and the townspeople thought it was too big and wasteful. The other rooms were used as playrooms until the
following year when the population necessitated using all four as classrooms. This photo shows it in 1886.

Holton Webb heard recitations of Evangeline from the
side wall window where he could expectorate his tobacco
juice! At recess the kids would form a circle and do Indian
dances around Webb’s expanse of chewing tobacco!

Perhaps this newspaper item was a dig at Webb, but he
didn’t take the hint: ‘‘March 31, 1889 - Smoking and
chewing tobacco by older children on the school grounds
should be prohibited. The habit has a bad effect on the
younger children.”’

Arthur Balaam was another strict disciplinarian. He
once brought a barley sack to school and draped one boy
up on the wall until it was no longer funny to the offender.
His classes ranked highest in the county while he was
principal. He had a school band as well as a community
band, and his family had their own orchestra.

In 1888 there was a scarcity of school bocks in town.
**Someone should make a specialty of school books. It is
very inconvenient to be compelled to send to San
Francisco for books by mail."”" A few weeks later the
newspaper said: H,S. Rudolph has the new series of State
school books for sale and advised parents and pupils they
must pay cash for them. The prices: First Readers 20
cents; Second Readers 33 cents; Third Readers 66 cents;
Speller 31 cents; Arithmetic 50 cents; English Grammar 59
cents; U.S. History 82 cents.”’

In 1892 there were 262 pupils being taught by 7 teachers
including the principal. In 1914 there were 265 pupils with
Ivan Hill principal; Marguerite Rennie (Hall) vice
principal and seventh grade; Mayme A. Hornberger 4th,
Margaret Paxton sewing; Caroline Poole 6th, Ethel K.
Hannon (Burton) 3rd; Loula Gorham sloyd; Dolores
Savaker 5th and art; Bertha Phoenix 2nd, Hattie Phoenix
primary; Katherine Duignan 3rd. Trustees were Robert
Rennie, John Loynachan and F.O. Harris.

Staff in the fall of the year was the same as above with
Kathleen Connell (Mrs. Maurice Balaam) primary and
music, Abbie Dilse 3rd; Elizabeth Nelson art and 6th;
Margaret Howard, music, P.E. and overflow; and
Charlotte Kerr sloyd and sewing.

Teachers in 1918 were Sara Michelson, principal;
Florence Colcord, vice principal and 7th; Abbie Dilse 6th;
Dolores Savaker 5th; Frances Holst, 4th; Vivian Saunders
3rd; Clara Turner {Mrs. Herry Sloan) 2nd; M. Howard 1st;
Merne Savaker overflow of 1 and 2; Birdie Coffin, 4 and 5
overflow; Karolyn Green sloyd and domestic science.
Trustees were A.J. Negus, W.A. Morehead, and Mrs.

George Adams. There were 367 pupils, 174 boys and 193
girls.
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A closer look at the architecture of Lompoc Grammar School
This is about 1890, after the two rooms were added to the
east and west sides of the building. Eucalyptus trees have
grown tall behind the structure here.

In July 1918 the trustees of the Grammar and High
Schools decided to have schools open as per schedule on
August 5, though it had been suggested that a longer
vacation be taken so that the pupils could help ir the bean
fields. *‘The trustees realize that bean hoeing - the task for
which the pupils are most useful - will be almost all over
by August 5 and the youngsters will not be needed again
until Harvest time when a vacation may be arranged if
services of the youngsters are really needed.”’

Graduates of 1952 - 25 years ago - were: Sylvia
Acquistapace, Jim Adkins, Florencio Arevalos, Richard
Bromser, Don Chambers, Sally Chilson, Bob Cooper, Jack
Craiglow, Loren Cross, Pete DeSoto, Bob Escarzega, [rene
Escarzega, Carol Ann Fair, Bob Feeley, Viola Freiley, Jim
Galbraith, Patricia Howerton, Gordon Huseman, John
Huyck, Betty Johnson, Barbara Jones, Suzanne King,
Bruce McClellan, William Martinetti, Fred Moore, Joanne
Moore, Josephine Nasato, Helen Petersen, Anne Marie
Proud, Joy Ramos, Peggy Rennie, Joan Rhodes, John
Rudolph, Bili Rule, Blanche Schuyler, Tony Serres, Morris
Smith, Robert Smith, Cheyneya Tinney, Albert Tosti, Jack
Truman, James Turri, LeRoy Webber, Edwin Wellemevyer,
Chuck Wilson.
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