








Upper right:

Upper left: 100 year old adobe.

Wm. Cooper Il, and sister Beatrice.

Middle left: Wool from the Santa Rosa.

Middle right:

Wm. Cooper, Sr., Alex Olivera, Vaquero, one of

the Dibblee brothers, and Santa Rosa cattle.

Bottom left:
Bottom right:

Santa Ynez River — use to flow all year.

Santa Rosa vaqueros breaking horses.




Graciosa (near Orcutt) to bring young Dr. O’Neill.
Wilson tried to take a shortcut and became lost in
the blackness of the stormy night. When he came
unexpectedly to the Santa Ynez river, he forced his
horse to wade into its current to feel the direction
of its flow so he could reorient himself. When he
finally brought help, it was too late. Bertie died
Deec. 1, 1878.

The Coopers left the ranch soon after that to
be closer to medical aid, and to leave the terribly
sad memory of the Santa Rosa adobe. On New
Years Day 1879, they moved to Goleta where Cooper
had previously purchased 250 acres near Frances’
father, Albert Hollister.

Santa Barbara was attractive, and the Coopers
bought the residence of ex-mayor Mortimer Cook
when it was offered for sale. They lived there the
rest of their lives. The rest of their children were
born there:

Louise Augusta. b. Mar. 17, 1881, married Hewitt
Davenport.

Joseph Welles. b. Oct. 25, 1883, married Margurite
Horr (a sister of Adah Horr who married Wm.
Cooper).

Frances Hollister. b. Aug. 25, 1885, married Dr.
Frederick W. Kroll.

Thomas Dibblee. b. 1887, died, unmarried, in his
youth.

Work on the Santa Rosa ranch was entrusted to
foreman John Wilson for the next five years, then
Leon Carteri leased the ranch in 1885. The lease
arrangement continued until William Cooper gradu-
ated from the University of California in 1902 and
took over the operation of the Rancho. Mrs. Cooper
had died in 1898, and it must have given Joseph
some satisfaction to see his son running the ranch
that they had kept through the years. When Joseph
Cooper died in 1905, there was some thought of sell-
ing the ranch then, but William convinced the
family to continue its operation.

William and his wife Adah (Horr) Cooper
moved into the Santa Rosa adobe, which was pos-
sibly over a century old. Photos in Adah’s 1910
album tell a facinating story (page 4).

The Santa Rosa Rancho was sub-divided and
sold in 1912, but William Cooper kept 800 acres on
his father’s favorite part of the ranch. Rancho La
Vina, it is called, continues to be land owned by
only two families (Cota and Cooper) for almost
two centuries. Rancho La Vina celebrated its cen-
tennial (100 years of Cooper ownership in 1969 —
but that it another story.

Pioneers

Long before the sub-division of the Santa Rosa,
in 1912, there were families farming and develop-
ing land between Santa Rita and Santa Rosa
ranchos. W. W. Broughton, editor of the Lompoc
Record, visited the area in 1875 and commented:

(Oct. 9 Lompoc Record.)

“We made our first visit to the Ranchos Santa
Rita, Santa Rosa, Jonata, and College Grant during
the latter part of last week, and from hasty exami-
nation of the valley portions of these fine properties
we became most favorably impressed with the prac-
ticability of their colonization . .. 50,000 acres of
arable land, most of which is awaiting the plow.

“The beauty of the country lies in its absolute
freedom from any obstructions, such as in other
parts requires time and money to adapt to cropping.”
Broughton went on to say the greatest hindrance to
development was the price of the land. ($10.00
per acre and up.) The arable land is worth it but
the range land ajacent would then be 300% over
value, he said. It was the same price as coast land
and would require a railroad. He then implied the
need for a railroad from the Lompoe wharf, under
construction, to Santa Ynez.

“There is a loveliness about the country that at
once creates a desire to inhabit it. The mountain
scenery is picturesque beyond description and the
warm genial climate proves a balm to the afflicted.”

Indefinite boundaries of the Santa Rita Rancho
were successfully contested by settlers of govern-
ment land between the Santa Rita and Santa Rosa
Ranchos. James T. Stuart was the lawyer who won
the grant dispute in favor of the settlers. For a
while there was a village named Stuart in his honor,
over the hill east of Lompoc in the Santa Rita dis-
trict. Stuart was on the stagecoach route between
Lompoc and Los Alamos.

When the Santa Rosa was sub-divided, land
hunger in California was fairly intense. Men who
had lived in the area but could not get suitable land
were shifting around California and Oregon. When
word was out that the Santa Rosa land was avail-
able, there was a hurried return by men like Isom
and Donovan and others. The area developed faster
than the county could provide adequate roads, and
a Santa Rosa Club was formed to work on that
problem. However, it was more of a social club.
Good roads finally came but not until the 1920’s.

The Cota adobe was purchased in 1912 by M. R.
Silva, Sr., who had come to California from the
Azore Islands. The Silvas delved into the history
of Santa Rosa, and family records show the Cota



adobe was built in 1828. However, this is only one
of several dates that have been listed. Another
record indicates it was built in 1841 by one of the
Oliveras for Francisco Cota. The adobe was known
as “Casa de Cota La Cuesta”, which means “House
of Cota on the Hill”. It is listed in a booklet “Know
Your California”, by H. E. Ahlrich. It is reported
that the Cota adobe is listed in Washington as an
historic landmark and during WWII was insured by
the government against bombing.

The late J. R. Silva purchased the property from
his father, M. R. Silva, in 1938. Three of J. R.
Silva’s four sons were born in the old hacienda. In
1948, Mr. and Mrs. Silva began rebuilding the old
adobe, a task that was to take six years to complete.
When they replaced the tile roof, they found the

original cottonwood pole rafters tied to the ridge-
pole with buckskin thongs. Years of accumulated
white wash had to be chipped away with a hatchet
before the Silvas got to the original adobe walls, to
which new stucco was applied. Frame structures
added during Cooper family ownership were re-
moved.

Inside the house are two fireplaces, a living room,
a dining room, four bedrooms and two baths. There
is a huge patio and barbecue area in the rear.

Movie Director John Ford was the next owner
of the adobe, and in 1969, he sold it to Mr. and Mrs.
Wm. Allen Riggs. The late Wm. Riggs was manager
of the Lompoc Airport. Mrs. Riggs is in the process
of selling the property now.

SANTA ROSA SCHOOL — 1914

Third row: Alice McCartney, Manuel Alexander, Alfred Silva,
and Tommy Donovan.

Back row, left to right: Marie Nunes, Audrey Isom, Tommy
Foster, Nora Donovan, Inez Isom, Lurene Wells, and Joseph

McCartney. Front row: Georgina Nunes, (?) Alexander, Tilda Alexander,

Second row: Eddie Siiva, Albert Silva, and Clement Donovan. and Gladys Donovan.









