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Rancho Santa Rosa 

MAP OF THE RANCHO SANTA ROSA 
"Casa" in center is Cota Adobe. Note "Camino Real de Santa 
Ynez, ala Purisima" and "Rio de Santa Ynez". Original of 
photo is in Wm. Cooper home. 

San Diego in 1769. He married Rosalia Lugo at 
the San Luis Obispo mission, on Nov. 30, 1776. 
Rosalia, daughter of Francisco and Juana (Vianazu) 
Lugo, was born in 1763 in Sinaloa, Mexico. 

The Cota adobe is on a knoll where it stands just 
west above Mail road and commands a view south 
over Santa Ynez valley. The adobe, still in use in 
1974, was originally built in an " L " shape, then 
later, a wing was added to make a "U". The kitchen 
was ajacent to the house in the court yard. There 
was a special room in the casa, set aside for visiting 
padres. A marriage document alludes to a wedding 
that took place on the porch of the Cota adobe in 
1805. 

Antonio Pablo Cota gave the Santa Rosa Rancho 
to his youngest son, Francisco Atanasio Cota. Fran­
cisco was born at the San Gabriel mission August 18, 
1787. Francisco's mother, Rosalia (Lugo) died Jan. 
9, 1799. She was only 35, and her son was only 11. 
Not quite two years later, Dec. 30, 1800, Antonio 
Cota died, and Francisco was a 13-year-old orphan 

There is a tradition, with some evidence, that 
the Cota adobe on Rancho Santa Rosa was built 
before 1800, back before the Santa Ines mission was 
built in 1804. Antonio Pablo Alferes Cota (Alferes 
is a title similar to Lieutenant) an officer at the 
Santa Barbara Presidio, served as agent of King 
Carlos I I I of Spain, and was in charge of giving 
land grants. He took Gaviota, La Vega and Santa 
Rosa for himself. The Rancho was named for the 
patron saint of his wife, Rosalia (Lugo) Cota. 

Antonio Pablo Cota was born in 1744 in Galencia, 
Spain. His parents were Andres and Angela (de 
Leon) Cota. He left Spain and was with Father 
Junipero Serra as an engineer on the California ex­
pedition in 1767. Cota laid out the first mission in 

COTA ADOBE —ABOUT 1910 
William Cooper, Sr., residence — from Cooper photos. 



with 15,000 acres of pastoral California in his 
possession. 

Francisco Cota married Maria Josef a de Jesus 
Olivera, May 10, 1811. Maria, born Jan. 3, 1791, 
was a daughter of Juan Maria a n d Guadalupe 
(Briones) Olivera. She was born at the San Diego 
Presidio. 

Francisco was known to have been a soldier at 
Santa Barbara before 1837. He was Commandante 
and Administrator of the Santa Ines mission (suc­
ceeding Cavarrubias) from 1837 to 1841 and was 
judge at Santa Ines from 1841 to 1848. The Mexican 
government recognized his claim to the Santa Rosa 
in 1839, in a grant of 15,540 acres by California 
Governor Pio Pico. Approximately 1000 acres were 
added to Santa Rosa Rancho in 1845, to make a total 
of 16,525.55 acres. 

Francisco and Maria Cota had 11 children, seven 
of whom reached adulthood and were married: 

Rafaela. b. 1812, married John Temple of Boston. 
(They owned Rancho Purisima, including the 
mission, from 1845 until it was sold to Hill and 
Jones.) 

Andrea, married first Manuel Ortega 
married second Mariano Olivera 

Victor, married Luisa Olivera 

Clara, married Jose Lobero (the Italian musician 
who founded the Lobero Theatre in Santa Bar­
bara) . They lived in San Luis Obispo before they 
moved to Santa Barbara in 1857. 

Lugarda. married Ramon Malo from Lima, Peru. 
Lugarda and Ramon lived at Purisima Mission 
for a while. Ramon Malo was granted Santa 
Rita Rancho in April, 1845, and L a Purisima 
Rancho in December, 1845. 

Francisca. 

Francisco, died in infancy. 

Maria, married Augustus F . Hinchman of New 
York (Lawyer and Pioneer). 

Micaela. married Dr. Roman de la Cuesta from San-
tander, Spain. 

Joaquin, unmarried—died in Santa Barbara county. 

Felipa. 

Francisco Cota died August 21, 1851, and owner­
ship of the Rancho passed to his widow, Maria J . 
Olivera de Cota. The new U.S. state of California 
recognized her ownership in 1852. 

The severe drouth of 1862-64 decimated the 
cattle herds of the Ranches of Southern California, 
and Santa Rosa was no exception. By the mid-
1860's, Senora Cota was living in Santa Barbara, 
while Joseph W. Cooper and his partner Hubbard 
Hollister were renting her Rancho. 

JOSEPH WRIGHT COOPER 
Photo of drawing by Joseph A. Andrews. 

Joseph Wright Cooper 
Joseph W. Cooper was born June 4, 1826 near 

Hopkinsville in Christian county Kentucky. He was 
the son of John and Elizabeth (Wright) Cooper 
from Virginia. Joseph Cooper, in partnership with 
Hubbard Hollister and Col. Peters, had driven sev­
eral thousand sheep across the country. They moved 
west in July 1858 with 12,000 sheep purchased in 
Ohio and Kentucky, and arrived in California at the 
end of 1859 with less than half of the original fiock. 
The flocks were being rebuilt in San Fernando val­
ley when the drough of 1862 forced Cooper and 
Hollister to look for better pasture for their share 
of the sheep. Cooper found pasturage in Honda 
Canyon and Lompoc Valley. By the fall of 1863, 
Rancho Lompoc and Mission Viega de la Purisima 
had been purchased by Cooper and Hubbard Hollis­
ter in partnership with Col. W. W. Hollister (Hub­
bard's brother) and Thomas and Albert Dibblee. 
The purchase price was $60,000 for about 46,500 
acres, and the San Francisco Bulletin called the 
partners "a set of blockheads" for paying such a 
high price. 

Cooper and Hubbard Hollister had rented the 
Santa Rosa Rancho from Senora Cota for about 



three years, when in 1869, Cooper bought the prop­
erty for $25,000.00. Cooper borrowed the money 
from Hubbard Hollister, so it was considered a 
partnership, although Hollister had also purchased 
the Chorro and San Lusita ranches in San Luis 
Obispo county. Mr. Hinchman, a son-in-law of 
Senora Cota, negotiated the deal. Again, the busi­
ness world thought the price was too high. 

Joseph Cooper met Frances Mary Hollister when 
she came from the east to visit her uncles Hubbard 
and W. W. Hollister. She was the daughter of Al­
bert G. and Louisa M. (Woodbridge) Hollister, and 
was born Dec. 12, 1843 in Holt county Missouri. 
Joseph Cooper and Frances Hollister were married 
July 3, 1871 at her uncle Hubbard's home in San 
Luis Obispo. He was 45 and she was 27. The next 
day, July 4, 1871, the newly-weds arrived home at 
the Santa Rosa adobe. Cooper had hired carpenters 
and they were repairing and remodeling the ranch 
house. 

John Albert Cooper, their first child, was bom 
in 1872. In the winter, Frances' father, Albert Hol­
lister, came to California with his family. They 
settled in Goleta, only a couple days ride from the 
Santa Rosa. 

After the death of Hubbard Hollister, Jan. 1873, 
during the next year. Cooper turned over his share 

^ 

of the Lompoc Rancho, paid $12,000 to Hubbard 
Hollister's estate, and received clear title to Santa 
Rosa Rancho. 

In 1876, two years after the founding of Lom­
poc, a syndicate offered to buy the Santa Rosa but 
the matter was delayed and did not materialize. The 
following year, 1877, there was another drough in 
California. It was not as severe as the drough of 
1864, however, Cooper w a s forced to reduce his 
flocks of sheep. After shearing, he had 24,000 head 
of sheep on his ranch. He slaughtered 6,500 lambs 
and sold 2,000 sheep to a Lompoc rancher. The San 
Francisco market took 3,000, and 3,500 were killed 
for their pelts and tallow. The 8,000 choice sheep 
remaining w e n t through the season easily. The 
1877-1878 season was prosperous. Plenty of rain, 
excellent crops and good prices made up for the 
losses of the previous year. 

Elizabeth Jean (Bessie) was bora Feb. 8, 1876, 
and William Hubbard (Willie) was bora Oct. 25, 
1878. Happiness seemed to abound at the Santa 
Rosa. 

Then came the tragic death of their oldest son, 
John Albert (Bertie) Cooper. The six-year-old boy 
contracted diphtheria. A bitter cold storm was rag­
ing outside on that dark winter night. John Wilson, 
ranch foreman a n d trusted friend, was sent to 

Santa Rosa sheep brought wealth to J . W. Cooper. 



Upper left: 100 year old adobe. 

Upper right: Wm. Cooper II, and sister Beatrice. 

Middle left: Wool from the Santa Rosa. 

Middle right: Wm. Cooper, Sr., Alex Olivera, Vaquero, one of 
the Dibblee brothers, and Santa Rosa cattle. 

Bottom left: Santa Ynez River — use to flow all year. 

Bottom right: Santa Rosa vaqueros breaking horses. 



Graciosa (near Orcutt) to bring young Dr. O'Neill. 
Wilson tried to take a shortcut and became lost in 
the blackness of the stormy night. When he came 
unexpectedly to the Santa Ynez river, he forced his 
horse to wade into its current to feel the direction 
of its flow so he could reorient himself. When he 
finally brought help, it was too late. Bertie died 
Dec. 1, 1878. 

The Coopers left the ranch soon after that to 
be closer to medical aid, and to leave the terribly 
sad memory of the Santa Rosa adobe. On New 
Years Day 1879. they moved to Goleta where Cooper 
had previously purchased 250 acres near Frances' 
father, Albert Hollister. 

Santa Barbara was attractive, and the Coopers 
bought the residence of ex-mayor Mortimer Cook 
when it was offered for sale. They lived there the 
rest of their lives. The rest of their children were 
born there: 

Louise Augusta, b. Mar. 17, 1881, married Hewitt 
Davenport. 

Joseph Welles, b. Oct. 25, 1883, married Margurite 
Horr (a sister of Adah Horr who married Wm. 
Cooper). 

Frances Hollister. b. Aug. 25, 1885, married Dr. 
Frederick W. Kroll. 

Thomas Dibblee. b. 1887, died, unmarried, in his 
youth. 

Work on the Santa Rosa ranch was entrusted to 
foreman John Wilson for the next five years, then 
Leon Carteri leased the ranch in 1885. The lease 
arrangement continued until William Cooper gradu­
ated from the University of California in 1902 and 
took over the operation of the Rancho. Mrs. Cooper 
had died in 1898, and it must have given Joseph 
some satisfaction to see his son running the ranch 
that they had kept through the years. When Joseph 
Cooper died in 1905, there was some thought of sell­
ing the ranch then, b u t William convinced the 
family to continue its operation. 

William and his w i f e Adah (Horr) Cooper 
moved into the Santa Rosa adobe, which was pos­
sibly over a century old. Photos in Adah's 1910 
album tell a facinating story (page 4). 

The Santa Rosa Rancho was sub-divided and 
sold in 1912, but William Cooper kept 800 acres on 
his father's favorite part of the ranch. Rancho La 
Vina, it is called, continues to be land owned by 
only two families (Cota and Cooper) for almost 
two centuries. Rancho La Vina celebrated its cen­
tennial (100 years of Cooper ownership in 1969 — 
but that it another story. 

Pioneers 
Long before the sub-division of the Santa Rosa, 

in 1912, there were families farming and develop­
ing land between Santa Rita a n d Santa Rosa 
ranchos. W. W. Broughton, editor of the Lompoc 
Record, visited the area in 1875 and commented: 

(Oct. 9 Lompoc Record.) 

"We made our first visit to the Ranchos Santa 
Rita, Santa Rosa, Jonata, and College Grant during 
the latter part of last week, and from hasty exami­
nation of the valley portions of these fine properties 
we became most favorably impressed with the prac­
ticability of their colonization . . . 50,000 acres of 
arable land, most of which is awaiting the plow. 

"The beauty of the country lies in its absolute 
freedom from any obstructions, such as in other 
parts requires time and money to adapt to cropping." 
Broughton went on to say the greatest hindrance to 
development was the price of the land. ($10.00 
per acre and up.) The arable land is worth it but 
the range land ajacent would then be 300% over 
value, he said. It was the same price as coast land 
and would require a railroad. He then implied the 
need for a railroad from the Lompoc wharf, under 
construction, to Santa Ynez. 

"There is a loveliness about the country that at 
once creates a desire to inhabit it. The mountain 
scenery is picturesque beyond description and the 
warm genial climate proves a balm to the afflicted." 

Indefinite boundaries of the Santa Rita Rancho 
were successfully contested by settlers of govern­
ment land between the Santa Rita and Santa Rosa 
Ranchos. James T. Stuart was the lawyer who won 
the grant dispute in favor of the settlers. For a 
while there was a village named Stuart in his honor, 
over the hill east of Lompoc in the Santa Rita dis­
trict. Stuart was on the stagecoach route between 
Lompoc and Los Alamos. 

When the Santa Rosa w a s sub-divided, land 
hunger in California was fairly intense. Men who 
had lived in the area but could not get suitable land 
were shifting around California and Oregon. When 
word was out that the Santa Rosa land was avail­
able, there was a hurried return by men like Isom 
and Donovan and others. The area developed faster 
than the county could provide adequate roads, and 
a Santa Rosa Club was formed to work on that 
problem. However, it was more of a social club. 
Good roads finally came but not until the 1920's. 

The Cota adobe was purchased in 1912 by M. R. 
Silva, Sr., who had come to California from the 
Azore Islands. The Silvas delved into the history 
of Santa Rosa, and family records show the Cota 



adobe was built in 1828. However, this is only one 
of several dates that have been listed. Another 
record indicates it was built in 1841 by one of the 
Oliveras for Francisco Cota. The adobe was known 
as "Casa de Cota La Cuesta", which means "House 
of Cota on the Hill". It is listed in a booklet "Know 
Your California", by H. E . Ahlrich. It is reported 
that the Cota adobe is listed in Washington as an 
historic landmark and during WWII was insured by 
the government against bombing. 

The late J . R. Silva purchased the property from 
his father, M. R. Silva, in 1938. Three of J . R. 
Silva's four sons were born in the old hacienda. In 
1948, Mr. and Mrs. Silva began rebuilding the old 
adobe, a task that was to take six years to complete. 
When they replaced the tile roof, they found the 

original cottonwood pole rafters tied to the ridge­
pole with buckskin thongs. Years of accumulated 
white wash had to be chipped away with a hatchet 
before the Silvas got to the original adobe walls, to 
which new stucco was applied. Frame structures 
added during Cooper family ownership were re­
moved. 

Inside the house are two fireplaces, a living room, 
a dining room, four bedrooms and two baths. There 
is a huge patio and barbecue area in the rear. 

Movie Director John Ford was the next owner 
of the adobe, and in 1969, he sold it to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Allen Riggs. The late Wm. Riggs was manager 
of the Lompoc Airport. Mrs. Riggs is in the process 
of selling the property now. 

SANTA ROSA SCHOOL—1914 
Back row, left to right: Marie Nunes, Audrey Isom, Tommy Third row: Alice McCartney, Manuel Alexander, Alfred Silva, 

Foster, Nora Donovan, Inez Isom, Lurene Wells, and Joseph and Tommy Donovan. 

McCartney. ^^^^^ Qgo^glna Nunes, (?) Alexander, Tilda Alexander, 
Second row: Eddie Silva, Albert Silva, and Clement Donovan. and Gladys Donovan. 



SANTA ROSA SCHOOL 
The Santa Rosa school was established Jan. 23, 

1896 on petition of J . R. Drumm. The first trustees 
were J . W. Starkweather, J . R. Drumm, and G. W. 
Van Glief. Teachers through the years were as 
follows: 
1896-1900 W. N. Evans 
1900-1901 May VanGundy 

(May VanGundy t a u g h t Nov.-Apr. 
W. N. Evans began and finished the 
year. Miss VanGundy began the 1902 
year.) 

1902- 1903 Frank J . Miller 
1903- 1905 Alice Skinner 
1905-1908 Arthur Hapgood 
1908-1909 Garita Lane 
1910 (2nd half) Arthur Hapgood 
1910- 1911 Mrs. W. G. Saunders 
1911- 1912 Bertha Johnson 
1912- 1913 Cora Maxcey 
1914- 1915 Vera L . Stewart 
1915- 1916 Clara A. Turner (Arthur Hapgood part 

of year) 
1916- 1918 Laura Edrington 
1918- 1919 Mary Gray 
1919- 1920 Juanita Powell 
1920- 1923 J . B. Johnson 
1924-1925 Clarice Freudenthal 
1924- 1925 ? 
1925- 1928 Mrs. Laura E . McLauhlin 
1928- 1929 Mrs. Genevieve H. Green 
1929- 1930 Mrs. Laura D. Henderson 
1930- 1931 Mrs. Freda Bell 
1931- 1936 La Veda Collins (she became Mrs. Hart 

in 1935) 
1936-1940 Lillian Murphy 

The Santa Rosa school district was annexed to 
the Lompoc Union School district July 1, 1940, and 
Santa Rosa School was closed. The schoolhouse was 
made into a residence and is now the home of the 
Harold Jones'. 

Families whose children attended this school can 
nearly all be found in the list of trustees who served 
through the years: 

Thomas Telford, Thomas Roberts, N. C. Kirk-
patrick, W. H. Crawford, George Hurley, Frank 
Telford, Frank Newlove, W. H. Cooper, James Cox, 
D. Willis Badger, Howard Rankin, N. Allcott, R. S. 
Clapp, Charles A. Lewis, Will A. Fabing, Jas. 
Barker, George Owen, Ira I . Isom, Mrs. Annie Alice 
Avery, Elsie B. Dimock, John Starr, Mrs. Marie 
Thompson, J . M. Kinnedy, Wm. S. Smiley, Leonard 
Kellogg, Mrs. Marie Thomas, J . W. Isom, Percy 
Beattie, Mrs. Myrtle Lewellen, Manuel P. Dutra, 
Allen Owen and Joe R. Silva. 

RINCONADA SCHOOL 
Rinconada means "round canyon" and describes 

the canyon where the Rennie ranch lies. Rinconada 
School was built in 1914, because Santa Rosa school 
was across the Santa Ynez and couldn't be reached 

Louise Rudolph, teacher. Students w e r e from Donovan, 
Paaske, and Rudolph families. 

when the floods came. The district was formed Feb. 
3, 1913, with W. J . Barker, T. J . Donovan and C. N. 
Paaske as trustees. LeRoy Balaam taught from 
1913- 1914 before the school was built. Teachers 
after that were: 
1914- 1916 Louise Rudolph 
1916- 1917 Edna Carlson 
1917- 1918 Gladys Laughlin 
1918- 1919 Nola E . Roberts 
1919- 1920 Marie Jones 
1920- 1921 Mrs. Emily Shepherd 
1921- 1922 Mrs. Henrietta Adams 
1922- 1923 Mary C. Powell 
1923- 1924 Esther T. Carney 

Rinconada School — Historical Society Photo. 



After bussing children t o Lompoc f o r three 
years, the Rinconada school was finally consolidated 
with the Lompoc School district Feb. 23, 1927. 

Trustees besides the three above were as follows: 
John F . Rudolph, Mrs. James Rennie, S. F . Plo, 
Bortelo Greco, Mrs. A. G. Hollister and William A. 
Rennie. 

The empty school house w a s the subject of 
photographers and artists where it stood through 
the years. It began to deteriorate rapidly during 
the 1960's and vandals burned it to the ground 
Mar. 24, 1966. 

Rinconada, artists loved it. Historical Society photo. 

trict was granted by the county supervisors Feb. 8, 
1916. A contract was awarded in August to Skytt 
and Skov of Solvang for the construction of the new 
schoolhouse on the upper Santa Rosa. The first 
trustees were Owen E . Hollister, A. C. Tolman and 
T. R. Archer. 

Miss Hattie M. Walker began the 1916 year with 
12 pupils in temporary quarters on the 0. E . Hollis­
ter ranch. The new schoolhouse was completed in 
the middle of September, 1916. 

Kids rode to school on horseback in those days. 
Ghicquero had students from both sides of the river, 
and when it was flooding, those on the north side 
stayed home rather than ride over the hill to Santa 
Rosa school. 

Teachers were: 
1916- 1917 Hattie M. Walker 
1917- 1918 Harriet G. Ryan 
1918- 1919 Harriet L . Mather 
1919- 1920 Mrs. Pearl Benton 
1920- 1921 Mary G. Kelley 
1921- 1922 Hilda Halvorson 
1922- 1923 Marie B. Forbes 
1923- 1925 Anna Ashdown 

For the next three years, pupils were sent to 
Jonata School, and in April 1928, Ghicquero and 
Jonata schools became part of the Buellton Union 
School district. Ghicquero schoolhouse w a s torn 
down. 

Other trustees through the years were: T. J . 
Donovan, Frank G. McGollum, L . L . Gooper, Tony 
Alexander, Mrs. Helen Donovan, A. Ghiodi, G. H. 
Doty, Donald Gampbell and Harold W. Mercer. 

LOMPOC L E G A C Y subscriptions at $2.00 per year, 
or extra copies of any particular quarterly bulletin 
at 50 cents a copy, may be obtained by writing to 
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 398, 
Lompoc, Galifornia 93436. 
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Ghicquero School — Donovan family photo. 

GHICQUERO SCHOOL 
"Ghicquero" has a nice Spanish sound, but its 

the name of a place built by the Goopers when they 
owned the ranch. They kept their hogs across the 
river a couple miles upstream. Ghicquero means 
"pig pen", and the school was built near the place 
where the Goopers had formerly kept their hogs. 

The petition to form the Ghicquero School dis-


