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PIONEER FAMILIES
by Myra Manfrina

There are three 100-Year Families for 1980 who have direct
descendants in Lompoc today:

SAMUEL JACOBS, JOHN McREYNOLDS AND DANIEL
RHODES.

There are also two 102-Year Families - the descendants of
PETER HEIKKILA ({the MAKKONEN AND LEARNED
FAMILY} and the EVELYN WELBORN NEGUS Family.

PETER HEIKKILA

Peter was a seaman from Brahestad, Finland, who found
his way to Lompoc in September, 1878. We missed listing
him with the 100-Year families in 1978 because he went by
the name of PETER HENDRICKSON in those days due to
his inability to write and express himself in the English
language and Americans’ not being able to understand him
or to proncunce or spell Heikkila. “Peter Hendrickson” on
the property owners’ list of 1878 was a puzzle until his
granddaughter Alma Makkonen Learned told us about it.

Matts Makkonen Sofia Makkonen

Peter has sailed to America several times from Finland - be-
ing gone from home about three years each trip - leaving his
wife and growing family for those long periods of time. The
last time he left - in about 1863 - he told his wife he would
stay in America and make his fortune and then send for her.
His oldest daughter Sofia was about age 9 at that time.

Makkonen home on Neorth O Street, between Pine and North Ave.
Built in 1888. Photo taken in 1912. Later was home of Alma
and Ned Learned.

It is unknown what he did between the years 1863 and
when he came to Lompoc in 1878, as he was uneducated
and could not write and tell his family what he did for a living
after he jumped ship in San Francisco. He had made
enough money by the time he got to Lompoc to buy Block
162 from the Lompoc Valley Land Co., signing the first
agreement in September, 1878, paying $46.92 for the first
payment, then $25.39 over a period of five years until his
price of $250.00 plus 10% interest, was paid for. After 2
payments he was allowed to move onto the land (1880},
building a little one room cabin at the NW corner of 900
North O Street at North Avenue. By 1883 he received the
deed for Block 161 purchased for $100.00 directly across
the street, making 10 acres of property he now owned. His
neighbors helped him build the little house and drill a well.
He had a barn, farm tools and two horses by this time. O
Street went right through his property and was used by the
public, however the street was not leveled and graded until
years later. In 1884 and 1885 he bought Blocks, 163 and
164, making 20 acres in all.

In 1888 he made his will to his wife, Maria Brita Heikkila, in
Finland, and had his business managers, William L. Talbott
and 1. Montgomery Clark, send two tickets for her and one
child to come to America. Sadly, this never happened
-Peter died before his wife could arrange to make the trip -
so when she got the word of his death she gave the tickets to
her eldest daughter and her husband, Sofia and Matts Mak-
konen, who then came to Lompoc, claimed the property
and lived out their lives.



Matts was also a seaman, and had made three round trips to
America, so he was happy to come back to live. Their two
children came with them, Matts, Jr., age 3 and Olga, age 2.
None could speak English but the Swedish maids on the
boat and on the train to San Francisco were a big help as
Sofia understood and spoke some Swedish.

Alma and Ned Learned in their Ford. Frank Lewis in foreground.
Taken in Ballard area in 1917.

Peter’s little one room cabin was too small for the Makkonen
family, so the neighbors, Juliette and [.M. Clark, and Lilly
and John Deitzman, took them in and helped build a four
room house at 913 North O Street - later 2 rooms were add-
ed. The home is still there. In 1891 George was born to
them, Esther came along in 1892 and Alma was born May
17, 1895.

Matts and Sofia were vigorous and industrious people, not
afraid of hard work and they were optimistic and pleased
with the prospect of having a nice little farm with good soil.
They set to work learning English and the business customs
of the community, then began clearing more land to in-
crease plantable acreage. A long natural drainage depres-
sion, ending in a slough, and covered with vines and poison
oak, willows and box elders, inhabited by cottontail rabbits,
raccoons, squirrels and badgers, ran through the southwest
part of the farm at an angle, making a diagonal swale. Even
though pregnant at the time, Mrs. Makkonen worked right
along with her husband, helping to clear the brush. She
broke out with a bad case of poison oak - which may have
affected the child, as it died several months after it was born.

Sofia never lost a chance, while visting Mrs. Clark and Mrs.
Deitzman, to gain a new word, pointing to each object and
learning names and customs. She probably learned more
English from her children when they started to school. In
Lompoc Grammar Scheool in 1909 when Alma graduated,
there were 36 children in her class. When she graduated
from High School in 1913 there were only 12 graduates.

Alma worked for the telephone company after high schocl
graduation. There were so few people in town and who had
telephones, she knew everyone’s number by heart. She
then worked for Frank Callis as bookkeeper in his store on
Ocean Avenue, until she married in 1919.

Sofia died in 1924 and Matts in 1927. Matts, Jr., never mar-
ried and died in 1936. Olga was the wife of Fred Gillett and
lived nearby her parents’ home on Pine Avenue at the cor-
ner of L Street, in the old McLean home. She and her hus-

band and three children, Earl, Freddy and Mildred have all
died. Esther and her husband, Roy Jones, are gone also,
and so is George, who married Donalda Huyck in 1916 and
two years later he drowned at Jalama Beach. Donalda later
married Ernest Moore - see Legacy No. 20.

Alma married George E. Learned, called “Ned”, in 1919.
Ned and his parents, George Frederick and Mary Jane (Mc-
Clendon) Learned, and his brother Weston E. and sister [r-
ma came to Lompoc in 1906 from northern California, settl-
ing on the SW corner of 7th and Ocean where Fred Learned
had a dairy farm and ran a milk route in the area. They had
been in Oregon before that. Weston married Gertrude
Loynachan and moved to the Santa Barbara and then Los
Angeles area, however their son Andrew and wife, Phyllis,
are Lomopoc residents today - he is manager of W. Atlee
Burpee Co. Floradale Farms.

Irma is Mrs. Francis Henderson and is a busy lady in Lom-
poc community affairs. Her husband was a long-time Johns-
Manville executive. He died in 1972.

Alma and Ned, who started out in the oil fields, then worked
for the Celite Company, lived in her Makkonen family home
which she inherited, along with Blocks 163 and 164. They
started a chicken ranch there in 1929 which they successful-
ly continued until 1959. Ned’s death was in 1965.

George Learned, Jr., was bomn to them in 1921 and two
years later Roy was born. George and his wite, Gloria
Borgatta, had four daughters and made their home in San
Francisco where George died in 1975. Roy married Janette
Lafourcade, whose Lompoc pioneer parents, Joe and
Josefa Lafourcade had a laundry and dry cleaning business
in Lompoc many years. Roy and Janette have continued to
make their home in Lompoc, raising two boys and two girls,
and Roy continues in the business he learned as a growing
boy - he is employed by Rosemary Farms Egg Ranch in
Santa Maria.

Alma sold her farm in 1972 and is now making her home in
an apartment in Lompoc. She keeps active in her club and
church activities.

EVELYN WELBORN NEGUS
E.W. “Eve” Negus and his wife, Hattie (Johnson) came to
Lompoc in 1878 from Hollister, Cal. So they are a one hun-
dred and two year old Lompoc family! Both their families
had come to California from Michigan in the 1860’s, Hattie’s
from Sturgis and Eve’s from Barrha.

William “'Skip”” Negus and wife, Charlotte “Lottie” (Henning)
with two oldest sons Edward and William ““Toby’’, 1907.



Hattie’s brother, Jack Johnson, was in Lompoc in 1875,
settled with his family on a farm 1Y2 miles west of Lompoc
(on Bailey Avenue), growing apples and potatoes. The
Johnsons traveled in 1897 to the Chicago Worlds Fair to
how their products. Jack later built his home at 337 So. H
St. - 1908. They moved to Hollister a few years later.

Perhaps the Negus family moved to Lompoc because of the
Johnsons' being here. Eve was a teamster, hauling produce
to and from the Lompoc stores to the Lompoc Landing on
the coast. Their home was on the southwest corner of J and
Locust, and is there today. Eve died of pneumonia at age
37 in 1889. Hattie died in 1909, an invalid her last 10 years.
Two sons, Alfred and Harry, traveled to Lompoc with them
in 1878. Then just about the time they arrived Paul put in
his appearance. In January, 1818, Grace was born followed
in 1882 by William, then Pearl in 1884 and Walter R. in
1887. Harry died young; Walter in 1910, while hauling bal-
ed hay, slipped, hitting his head on metal and died soon
after. Pearl married Asa Fitzpatrick and moved to Vacaville,
dying about 1969. Grace {Mrs. George Darling} died in
Santa Maria in 1930. Paul remained a bachelor and died in
Ballard in 1946. Alfred, the eldest son, quit school to sup-
port the family when his father died. For a while he drove
his father’s team of horses. At the back of the E.W. Negus
property was a large barn, big enough for 8 horses, built in
August 1880 (Lompoc Record). In a work building nearby
a toilet was installed so workers would not have to go into
the house. Paul had brought back some relics from the USS
Harvard wreck in 1933 - among them was the number 98, a
:abin number. This was put on the door. When she had
company and didn’t want children in the inside bathroom,
Lottie Negus (Mrs. Skip Negus) would send them out to
#98.

Evelyn Welborn Negus family, Hattie and E.W. with Grace, Al,
Skip, Paul and Pearl.

{ater A.J. Negus had his own store in partnership with
Frank Callis. He sold out about 1920 and moved to Palo
Alio. His wife, Nettie Bradley Negus, was a Lompoc
schoolteacher and sister to Mrs. John (Susie) Lundberg and
Mrs. Arthur (Effie) Balaam. Nettie died in 1928 and Arthur
in 1952.

Grace and brother Paul lived at the Old Lompoc Landing
for a year while she was ill and hoping that the “sea-air”
would help. There was not much left at this time out there
-about 1923, a weather beaten cabin and large barn. Grace
died 7 years later of her ailment.

Paul was pretty much of a jack-of-all-trades, cooking in the
gold mines at Angels’ Camp, cooking for mustard threshing
crews, riding saddle horses for Associated Oil Company,
1914 to 1916, along the pipeline between Gaviota and San-
ta Rita, checking for breaks. He found a place where the
creek had washed the trail out. He jumped down on a sand
bar, which held him, but when he had the horse jump
down, the crust broke. There was quicksand underneath
and he had a time getting the horse out. He trapped
-1917-1918 - in the Nojoqui area with Harry Bish.
1920-1922 he worked at the Southern Pacific warehouse,
then after he and Grace left the old landing he worked for
Hermen Thompson on the Honda. His nephew Edward
Negus was in the Sisquoc area trapping with him in 1928.
Paul remained there until he died, living in the old
schoolhouse, then in Dabney’s log cabin in the Manzana. A
day's work for the trappers, said Ed Negus, consisted of
about five hours working the trap-lines, two or three hours
setting traps, skinning animals, doing repairs. Sunday was
not a day of rest, it was spent doing laundry, cutting wood
-at least enough for three or four days, baking bread, cook-
ing beans, cleaning and other jobs.

William “Skip” Negus was a carpenter, contractor and Lom-
poc City building inspector for many years. As a small boy
William usually skipped rather than walked, hence the
nickname. In 1904 in San Francisco, he married Lottie
Louise Henning, daughter of 1874 Lompoc pioneers John
Sanor Henning and Mary (Millikin), living in Gilroy about
one year. Their first son, born in Gilroy, was nicknamed
“Toby”, as Skip didn’t want a Junior or a Willie. Returning
to Lompoc in 1905 they moved into their newly constructed
home at 509 South J Street, right next door to the E.W.
Negus home. An apple tree, “Snow Apple” brought from
Michigan by Hattie Negus, still grows there and produces
good fruit, but the descendants say its time is limited. All the
Negus children down to the great and great great grand-
children have climbed this tree, says Hattie Negus, 1.

Skip learned the building trade from his father-in-law, John
S. Henning, and constructed many Lompoc homes and
buildings. He built another home for Lottie at 320 West
Locust where they moved after their children were grown
and gone from home. She lived out her life there after he
died in 1952. She died in 1966. _
The E.W. Negus home was sold to Blanche Emmons and
her two small sons, Walter and Clark, after her husband,
Russell, died in the oil fields. Walt and Marge Emmons live
there today. At one time the Alvy Cline family occupied the
E.W. Negus house.

Skip and Lottie had five children, “Toby” William, Edward,
Carmen, Cecelia “Hattie” and Vivien; the latter died at age
12 in 1928. Taby, during summer vacations from Stanford,
drove the Elite Bakery delivery truck, and sometimes on his
way back from the Celite run, would stop at home so the
two little sisters could have an ice cream cone, a rare treat.
He worked in San Francisco after college and met and mar-



ried Elizabeth Stankus. In 1929 they returned to Lompoc
and he opened Negus Furniture Store. At the time of his
death in 1953 he had the store on the northeast corner of 1
and Ocean and another in Santa Maria. They lived in the
John Watson house just across the Street from the Skip
Negus home on South J Street. Later when their three
children, Richard, Arthur and Charlotte were older, they
moved to the Santa Rita, occupying the converted Santa
Rita Church as a home, which had been moved onto the
property. The ranch just recently sold out of the family.

Edward, after college in Corvallis, Oregon, returned home
to go into business with his father. He married Martha
Erickson, home economics teacher at lLompoc High
School, in 1936. She died in 1966 and the Martha Negus
Orthopedic Center was named for her. Five children were
born to them: Annette, Robert, Carl, Donna and Eileen.
Edward has now retired from the building trade and has to
his credit many Lompoc homes and buildings, including his
own home on the northeast corner of Cypress and N.

Carmen Negus McIntosh worked at the Van Clief
Sanitorium for a few years for her aunt Susie Van Clief, then
became a postal employee, retiring from the Post Office
after 26 vears service. Her children: James Edward Atkins,
Joseph William Atkins, and Vivian “Pat” Atkins (Mrs.
Robert Scolari) of Lompoc.

Hattie Cecelia Negus attended college in Santa Barbara,
specializing in dietetics. After a 25 year career in Oakland,
she returned to Lompoc to do consulting dietetics for
hospitals in Lompoc, Solvang and Santa Maria, and just
retired in February, 1980. She and Carmen have restored
the original Skip Negus home on South J Street and are
making it their home.

Hattie has been recalling many anecdotes about their early
years there. One was the day Maurice Cline, who lived next
door, came over with his new hat his mother had just made,
and while standing on the rail fence overlooking the pigpen,
the hat fell off and the pig ate it. Another was about 1921
when the Negus home was the first in that area to get elec-
tricity. Hattie and Vivien were hostesses to friends in the
area, showing off the newfangled electricity. What better
way than a demonstration? Unscrew the bulb, have the
visitor put a finger in the socket and turn on the switch. Hat-
tie said someone must have instructed them to never
unscrew the bulb, thus giving them the idea and a method of
how to demonstrate! 7 he current must have been weak, as
no one was even singed.

DANIEL RHODES
Danie! Rhodes left his Missouri home as a young boy and
never kept in touch with his family of 14 brothers and sisters.
He {ound his way to California in 1856, at age 19, and was
on Civil War guard duty at San Francisco until the war end-
ed. In 1880 he moved to Lompoc, still a bachelor at age 43.

He established himself in farming on a ranch on DeWolfe
Avenue (now the Hilburn ranch), and when he was 55 in
1892 he married 22 year old petite Rosa Belle Lowe,
daughter of John C. Lowe and Mary Elizabeth Canfield
Lowe (see Legacys No. 1, 6,9, 11, 12 and 18 for Lowe and
Canfield histories). Rosa Belle traveled with her parents via
wagon train from Wisconsin to California - the train was led

Daniel Rhodes
by Henry W. Fabing (of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne House)
and blacksmithed by her father, John Lowe.

Daniel farmed his DeWolfe ranch until his death in 1909.

Rosa Belle lived to the ripe old age of 93, and was at the

home of her son, Allen Chester Rhodes, in 1963 at the time
of her death.

Allen, the eldest of their two sons {Mark Elmer died at age 3
in 1898) continued the family farming and was for many
years foreman of the Sudden Ranch farming enterprises or
DeWolfe Avenue near Ocean Avenue, where he and his
wife Amelia raised their three children. Amelia Maria Perozzi
is the girl Allen chose for his wife, daughter of Attilio and
Carolina (Morisoli) Perozzi, of the Lynden District down
near Surf (South Vandenberg today)

Rosa Belle Rhodes Amelia and Allen Rhodes

Attilio Perczzi came to America from Switzerland one hun-
dred years ago, but spent 3 years working in Marin County
before settling in Lompoc in 1883. His wife-to-be, Carolina
Morisoli, came straight to Lompoc from her native Monte
Carasso, Switz., in 1891, and the couple were married in
1892, the same year Daniel Rhodes married his Rosa Belle.
Amelia Perozzi, eldest of the nine children, was born on the
Honda where her parents had their dairy ranch. The next
five were born at the next homesite of the Perozzi's - atop



the grade leading down to the ocean - on the Sudden ranch.
They were Bruno, Adeline {Mrs. Clarence Green), Lillian
(Mrs. Norman Gilroy), Vergilio and George. Another
brother, Peter, and a sister, Virginia (Mrs. Anderson
Douglass), were born after a move to Lompoc Canyon,
Virginia being born the year of the 1907 flood when Lynden
Schoolhouse washed down the Santa Ynez River

Perozzi in 1903 purchased 330 acres in Lompoc Canyon,
the present site of the South Vandenberg headquarters. Un-
til they could live there, they rented a home on Leege
Avenue where the children attended Maple School. Then
they moved to the Rennie place near their ranch and the
children switched to Lynden School. On the fateful day in
1907 when the flood came, the Perozzi children sat on the
hilltop near their home, safe above the flood all around, and
watched the schoolhouse being swept off its foundation and
wash slowly down the river, its bell in the belfrey tower
clanging all the way, the row of children atop the hill cheer-
ing it along with the misguided notion they would no longer
have to attend school! (said Amelia Rhodes).

Their father donated part of his property for another school
site, so it wasn’t too long before the Perozzi kids and their
classmates were attending classes in a brand new
schoolhouse.
In 1909 the lumber schooner Sybil Marston was wrecked
near Surf. Perozzi salvaged timbers from the ship itself and
built a new five bedroom home on their ranch, finishing it
just in time for the newest and last child of the family,
William, to make his debut. William (Bill) Perozzi is the
owner of Perozzi Hardware on the northwest corner of I and
Ocean, where Jacobs and Sudden had their lumber yard
-see sketch on Jacobs in this issue - and William was also
Lompoc Pioneer Society President in 1971. He is married
to Louise Griffin - see Legacy No. 21, page 6. Also see
Legacy #20 page 6 for photo of early hardware store.
Allen Rhodes retired in 1965 and he and Amelia moved in-
to town. Their son-in-law, James Logan Beattie {see Beattie
history in Legacy No. 21, page 3 under Potter family), suc-
ceeded him as Sudden farm superintendent. James died
suddenly in 1977 and Allen died also that same year.
Amelia and her daughter Hazel Rhodes Beattie, make their
home together in Lompoc. Her other daughter is Barbara
Rhodes Linn, of Chino, Ca., and Rhodes’ only son, Ed-
ward, died in 1978. There are many grandchildren living in
other communities and states.

CAPT. SAMUEL BENNETT JACOBS
Capt. Samuel Bennett Jacobs and Matilda Harper, both
participants in the Civil War - she as a nurse - were married
in the late 1850's in San Francisco, went to the Pinoche
District in San Jose and from there to Lompoc in 1880
where he went into business with Capt. Robert Sudden (see
Legacy No. 18 for Sudden story). They jointly owned at
least one lumber schooner - the Barbara Hernster, named
for the sister of Mrs. William H. Sudden, and were owners
of the Lompoc Lumber Company which flourished for a
number of years at the present location of Perozzi Hard-
ware.
William H. Sudden, son of Capt. Robert, was the one main-
ly associated with Capt. Jacobs at the lumber and planing
mill. Jacobs and Sudden evidently knew each other and

Samuel and Matilda Jacobs

Lincoln and Lila Jacobs, left; daughter Eva and son Ray, right.
perhaps were associated in business in San Francisco before
coming to Lompoc.

The Lompoc Lumber Company owned the corner lots at
201 West Ocean, the northwest corner, building the original
two-story structure there in 1887, intending to use it
themselves. Lompoc was then growing rapidly and there
was great demand for the place as a stare, so they rented
the downstairs to the Farmers' Union, called The Farmers’
Emporium in a newspaper ad, which sold general merchan-
dise, and built themselves a warehouse at the rear: Lompoc
Record said in July, 1887: “Lompoc Lumber Co. is clearing
away the corner of | and Ocean preparatory to ‘building a
fine two-story block” (block in those days referred to a good
sized building.) It opened Oct. 1, 1887. The upper floor was
known as Jaceb’s Hall, and used for lodge meetings in-
cluding the Masonic Lodge, and musical and literary enter-
tainment.

Oboy, Short's and Ringhoff's store in successive years - Linc
Jacobs behind counter.

Manager of the Lompoc Lumber Company for Sudden and
Jacobs was J.H. Jacobs, brother of Samuel. June 1, 1889:
“Messrs Jacobs & Sudden are erecting another fine building
{(warehouse) on their property near Farmers’ Union.”

July 2, 1887: “The Schooner Barbara Hernster, owned by
Sudden and Jacobs . . . arrived at Lompoc Landing Sunday
with 200,000 feet of lumber consigned to Lompoc Lumber



Co. She discharged 100,000 feet at the landing and then
proceeded to Sudden’s Wharf where she will land the
balance of her cargo and take on board 4,000 sacks of grain
for the City.” (San Francisco).

McAdam & Smith bought the hardware business in 1898
from Farmers' Union, then in 1905 Walter Smith bought out
McAdam and bought the building and property from
William H. Sudden. Capt. Jacobs had died by this time,
about 1895. The upper floor was condemned as a hall in
1914 - in 1918 the flooring was removed board by board by
the Walter Smith sons, and then laid in the new building
across the alley that Walter Smith rented to Lester Fabing
and Tustin Nicoles for a tinsmith and plumbing shop. The
entire building was torn down in 1938 and the present store
was built. (See photo in Legacy No. 20, page 6.)

Another lumber yard and mill was across I Street owned by
Eugene R. Tutt, Andrew L. Huyck and William Cantlay. In
May, 1893, Sudden and Jacobs bought out Tutt, Cantlay
and Huyck, which left only one lumber business in town.

Capt. Jacobs was in the great register of Santa Clara County
in 1867, which said he was naturalized in 1865 in San Fran-
cisco, having been born in Scotland in 1838. He was listed
at that time as a clerk.

Mattie was born in 1839 in Melbourne, Australia; was 13
when she arrived in San Francisco in 1852. After the Cap-
tain’s death she married Christopher C. Barbee and moved
to Hollister where she died in 1910.

She and Sam had three children: Sadie who was Mrs. Mark
Woolery and moved to Hollister in 1902; Robert C. Jacobs,
married to Lucy Van Clief - see Legacy No. 18, page 1 for
Van Clief; and Albert Lincoln “Linc” Jacobs, who married
Lila Allen, daughter of James and Sylvia (Rogers) Allen (see
Legacy No. 10, page 6 and Legacy No. 6, page b for
Sylvia's family) .

Linc was born in San Francisco 115 years ago, so was age
15 when he arrived in Lompoc. He married in 1900, travel-
ing to the San Luis Obispo courthouse for the ceremony. He
operated two apiaries, one out in Mission Canyon and one
in Lompoc Canyon on the Dean place. He and Lila lived
first on College and V Street, then in 1901 built a home at
229 South N Street which is still owned by his son. Linc was
manager of the Billy Oboy store and poolhall, then worked
for Tug Short (Arthur C.) in Short's Toggery and also in
Short’s saloon prior to 1918. These businesses were located
in the 100 block of West Ocean on the north side. When
Short died the store became George Ringhoff's, about
1921, and Linc continued to work for him.

His death occurred in 1931 and Lila lived until 1963, mak-
ing her home at the South N Street address with her clder
child, Eva, a long time bank employee who died in 1975.

The second child of Linc and Lila is Ray C. “Pcoley”
Jacobs, who, with his wife, the former Peggy Daly,
daughter of Irish immigrants Jim and Nellie Daly, lives today
within shouting distance of his parents’ old home. The
“Pooley” was tagged on him during childhood when he fre-
quented his father’s pool hall!

Pooley worked many jobs around Lompoc after high school
in the 1920’s, but started with Celite Company, forerunner
of dohns-Manville, in 1925, beginning as stock clerk and

working up to finance manager from 1938 until his retire-
ment in 1970. He was 20 years on the Lompoc City Coun-
cil, serving a longer term than anyone in Lompoc’s history,
and was Mayor of Lompoc form 1951 to 1956. He and
Peggy have five children and three grandchildren, all i
Lompoc. :

JOHN CALHOUN MC REYNOLDS

John and Martha McReynolds and five of their six children
moved to Lompoc from Sebastapol, Ca., buying a ranch in
Bear Creek area, where he farmed. The ranch was located
between Spring Canyon and Dry Canyon, on the hilltop. A
windmill was at the bottom of the hill by the road, an identi-
fying mark to old timers. To identify further - it was once the
home of Lawrence Thompson, who moved there from his
father's ranch at the old Sebern Steele place near the
coastline.

<

John C. McReynolds Maggie Huyck

Children of John and Martha were Anne Van Winkle, who
married and stayed in Sebastapol; Etta, married to Jim
Sullivan; John C., Jr., once owner of the Lompoc Hotel
with partner Foster Pomeroy, was married to Mary Lillian
Summers, daughter of Henry Summers, an 1874 family;
Margaret Louise married John J. Huyck; Walter “Walley”
married Lillie Archer, daughter of DeWitt T. Archer of the
Santa Rita District, and another 1874 family, and Walley
built the two-gabled house at 425 South M Street, known
through the years as the Murray Place, the Kennedy home,
and now owned by the Love family; and Effie McReynolds,
whose husband was Ransom Moore, son of John Shelby
Moore. The photo of John C. McReynolds was loaned to us
by their son, Gilbert Moore, of Yucaipa.

John Huyck

Andy and Babe Huyck



Huyckville - Maggie Huyck, Amy Richardson and Babe Huyck
in foreground.

Effie and Walley were the youngest of the family and attend-
ed Bear Creek School, in those days known sometimes as
Ocean View School. Many social events were held there by
the area ranchers - dances, parties and church services - so it
was perhaps at one of those functions that Margaret “Mag-
gie” McReynolds met John Huyck, son of Andrew L.
Huyck, of Huyckville, the little settlement over the hills
towards Surf. They married in 1881, and it is their descen-
dants who live in Lompoc today.

John McReynolds, a native of Virginia, died in 1889 at age
66, farming his Bear Creek ranch only 9 years, Martha, her
maiden name unknown, was originally from Louisiana, and
died two years after her husband.

Maggie and John Huyck lived at Huyckville, the place
founded by his father in 1874. Two of his brothers and their
families also lived there. Maggie and John had two sons,
Maurice “Babe” Huyck, and Andrew Lewis Huyck II, “An-
dy”. John was only 31 in 1892 when his death occurred
due to typhoid fever, which was almost an epidemic in
town. Maggie continued the farm and dairy with the help of
the men from Huyckville and surrounding area, and with
the help also of her two boys as soon as they were old
enough to handle the horses and walk behind a plow. Mag-
gie was a big strong woman and milked many cows a day
and worked right along with the men.

Some years later she and Babe leased the Packard Ranch at
the north side of the mouth of the Santa Ynez River, farm-
ing and dairying. She died in 1939 and Babe died at age 59
while driving over his pastureland on the Honda. His
widow. Lois, is a Santa Barbara resident today. For years
they had the old Forbes place which is now Hapgood
School grounds. (See Legacy No. 21, page 1)

Andy married Alice Howerton in 1910. Her parents were
Mattison and Berdina Hobbs) Howerton, of the Santa
Maria area and then Lompoc. Andy was a horseman and
farmer all his life, living and working at Huyckville, the Jesus
Maria and Marshallia Ranchos, living then in 1916 in Lake
Canyon: then moving to Mission Canyon, and then to the
Hollister Salsipuedes Ranch on the Santa Rosa Road, retir-
ing in 1956. He was a popular figure in almost every county
parade from his boyhood until his 80th birthday, riding his
horse, attired in his working cowboy outfit with red bandana
around his neck.

Their first three children were born when they were in Lake
Canyon, north of Pine Canyon on the Jesus Maria -
Maurice, Berdena and Laurence. They moved then to the
Jack Johnson two story home on Bailey Avenue near
QOcean Avenue, and at this home four more came along -
Lester, Frank, Andrew and Helen.

Andy died in 1968 and Alice in 1973. Three of their
children are also deceased, Maurice, Laurence and Frank.
Lester and Andrew Il live in Orcutt. The following live in
Lompoc: Berdena and her husband, Clifford Martin, who
were many years owners of Martin’s Cocktail Lounge;
Helen, whose husband, Bert Wade, died several years ago;
Frank’s widow, Effie (Halverson) and Laurence’s widow,
Dorothy (Daly). Dorothy Huyek is a sister of Mrs. Ray C.
Jacobs mentioned elsewhere in this Legacy. Lompoc High
School’'s Huyck Stadium was named for Laurence Huyck,
long-time school board member, athletic booster, farmer
and owner of Lompoc Implement Co. Also in Lompoc are a
large number of great-great grandchildren of Andy and
Alice Huyck, and of the original McReynolds family.

LOMPOC UNION HIGH SCHOOL
1896 - 1927
Brief Synopsis

Aug. 1891: Drive began for a high school. Election
held, and passed.

Nov. 1891: “Prof. Henderson will be here to arrange for
highschool to open, by order of I.N. Can-
field, president of the board.”

Board of directors: Canfield, Dr. H.C.
Dimock, R.J. Bullock, Scott Huyck.
1891: First met in old Grammar School build-
1892: ing in an extra room, then moved to Dinwid-

die Hall (old Forester's Hall). Principal's
salary was $125. per month.

1892: In addition to this school was a private school
called Collegiate Institute, run by Rev. Ben-
jamin F. Whittemnore and his wife - minister of
the Presbyterian Church. The school was
held on the second story of his home - the
Presbyterian Manse. This school gave train-
ing to elementary school graduates who
wanted commercial courses, classical, scien-
tific, etc. It was advertised as early as Aug.

First photo of High School, 1896



1890, unknown if it was in session before
1892; “Feb. 1890, Whittemore proposes col-
lege, second floor of home on Chestnut

Fifty Year Graduates of Lompoc Union High School
1930 - 1980
Adeline Acquistapace Robert B. McCain

Mar. 1894:

Dec. 1894:

Fall, 1896:

1917:

1919:

Ave., opened 1890”. Another article July
1892 says it opened then with Whitemore as
new principal.

Bonds $10,000 voted for new high school
building. George Roberts was urged by
Postmaster Poland to donate property within
the town for highschool purposes. He gave 8
lots in Feb. 1894 (present location of the
Lompoc Middle School and parking lot,
Cypress and L Street).

Lompoc High School board calling for plans
and specifications and bids and furnishings
for same. Expenditure to be $7,500, in-
cluding foundation.

New Lompoc Union High School building us-
ed for first time. Large 2 story building, 3
classrcoms and lab on 1st floor, commercial
department and large assembly hall on se-
cond. In rear, stables and shed for horses and
buggies. Front faced on Cypress Avenue.
Lompoc Record atticle said “high school
opened - for gym girls are to wear blue
bloomers, white middies and white tennis
shoes.” (4 yards of sateen in bloomers!
Gymnasium built on campus. Before this

Kay Batkin

Francis Beattie
[tra Benedict
Floyd Berkenkamp
Francine Cazenave
Genetta Cheatham
Vivien Cronholm
Randles DeWeber
Muriel Fields
Charles Ferrari
Earl Gillett

Janie Grossi

Ida Guerra

Helene Hardesty
Catherine Harris
Kenneth Heiges
Fenton Holloway
Edgar Horn

Irene Howerton
Elisa Lafourcade

Lena Moody
Helen Pickner
Dora Romero
Genevieve Ramos
Laila Randall
Dorothy Riggs
Emma Schuler
Vernon Schuyler
Dorothea Shellman
Pat Sims

Alice Smiley
Louise Smith
Velma Smith
Gloria Stockton
Leroy Summers
Vincent Valla
Mario Vial

Neal Westrope
Nina Williams
Howard Winn

graduation exercises and plays were held in
the Old Opera House.

1921: Bids opened for new 2 story building, to
house four classrooms on lower floor for
Junior High School classes and chemistry
and physics lab upstairs.

May, 1927: First high school building being demolished
and pepper trees removed. Building purchas-
ed by Everett Building Company,
$1,105.00. Students crowded into other
buildings for the Fall term.

dan. 1928: New Lompoc Union High School dedicated.
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