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Lompoc Valley Historical Society Pionger Home
Fabing-McKay-Spanne House

The Pioneer home was built in 1875 as one of
Lompoc’s first large family homes, and showed
Henry and Amanda (Angle) Fabings’ confidence
in the new colony. The story of the house is the
story of three families and their involvement in
Lompoc valley history.

The Fabings owned the home from 1875 to 1902.
They sold it to William and Sarah (Kimball) Me-
Kay, and eight years later, Mrs. McKay sold it to
Nis and Karen (Andersen) Spanne. For 56 years,
it was the Spanne home. The Spannes celebrated
their 67th wedding anniversary there November 18,
1960. Nis Spanne died in 1961, and with the pass-
ing of his wife Karen, August 25, 1966, the old
house was facing demolition.

The Lompoc Valley Historical Society estab-
lished a fund to purchase the home in November,
1966, and approval to buy it was voted December
12, 1967.

FABING

Henry Wadsworth Fabing was born October 9,
1833 in New York state, the fifth child of Fred
Nicholas and Margaret Annie (Meyers) Fabing
from Alsace Lorraine, France. Henry was one of
nine children. His father and mother were married
in France and his older sister, Emma, was born
there. The rest of the children were born in New
York, in or near Syracuse. The family then moved
to Wisconsin.

Henry W. Fabing married Amanda Angle in
La Fayette, Wisconsin, August 20, 1857. Amanda,
daughter of Lloyd Angle, was born March 31, 1841,
in Coleville, N.Y. The 1860 census shows that
Henry, a blacksmith, and Amanda were living in
her father and step-mother’s home. Henry was 24
and Amanda was 16 when they were married.

Apparently Henry W. Fabing made a trip to
California in early 1857, before he was married.
Though they may have planned to move to Cali-
fornia, the young couple remained in Wisconsin
until after their first child, Etta, was born in La
Fayette, March 4, 1860. The little family of three
did make the trip to California by wagon train
some time in the early 1860’s. It is reported that
Fabing was the wagon train captain and John C.
Lowe was wagon train blacksmith.

Henry and Amanda’s second child, Minnie May
Fabing, was born in Santa Clara, California, May
20, 1864. George, Frank and Lulu were also born
in Santa Clara. Lulu was born December 9, 1874.
Henry had purchased stock in the Lompoc Valley
Land Company and probably would have been in



Lompoc in November 1874, but for the expected
birth of Lulu.

Fabing closed his blacksmith shop in Santa Clara
on January 16, 1875, putting John C. Lowe and
four others out of work. John Lowe’s 1875 diary
describes the move to Lompoc.

Saturday, January 16th. “Fabing paid us off
tonight then said he was going to close shop
which will throw five of us out of work. Thomp-
son was very mad.”

Friday, January 29th. “Went up to Fabings to
saw some wood.”

Friday, March 26th. “Mary (Mrs. John Lowe)
was down to Fabings and he says I will give
Lowe steady work if he will go to Lompoke with
him.”

Saturday, March 27th. “I went down to Fabons
[Fabings] and after a time we came to a bargon.
He promised to give me work if I will go to
Lompoke regin [region] so I promised to go with
him whole hog or ruin . .. ”

Wednesday, March 31st. “We started for Lom-
poke.”

The trip took eleven days and encountered minor
problems, “Hay can’t be got for horses and water
is muddy.”

Friday, April 9th. “Hurah Raw for Lompoke”
(Camped by the river).

Saturday, April 10th. “Lompoke. We arrive
here on the eleventh day. All very tired. I come
to the village and rented a room. We borrowed
some things from Thomas Hearl and tonight we
are keeping house again.”

John Lowe hunted rabbits and quail and was
very proficient at caging and hiving bees.

Monday, April 12th. “Down to Fabings camp.”
Tuesday, April 13th. “Gave the bees to H. W.
Fabing.”

Thursday, April 22nd. ‘“Fabing sent for me.
Wants me to mow hay for him tomorry.” [Wild
oats.]

Fabing went to Gaviota to see about household
and shop freight that had come by ship.

He put John Lowe to work building a fence on
his ranch. Lowe didn’t like to work alone from dawn
to dark, besides, the wind was blowing and he had
a terrible toothache, so he quit working for Fabing,
except for two days in August and one day in his
shop in October.

Lowe spent the rest of the year chopping trees,
grubbing stumps, clearing land and making fence
posts. He worked for Steele, Broughton, Pierson,

Stokes, Dr. Childes (to pay doctor bills), Jackson,
etc. He bought lumber from Henning and built a
shanty April 26th, and a house in mid-July. In
December, he and 16 others worked on Ocean Avenue
to pay taxes. Poland was the road master.

H. W. Fabing was 42 and Amanda was 34 when
they settled in Lompoc. The children were 15, 11,
9, 5 and baby Lulu had her first birthday in the
new colony. On May 19, 1875, Mr. Fabing secured
the services of William Woods, formerly of Santa
Cruz, to supervise the building of his dwelling. The
redwood lumber used in construction was brought
by steamship to Point Sal, floated ashore and
brought by horse teams to Lompoc.

While they were waiting for the house to be
built, the Fabings camped with other families along
China Creek, near the south hills, west of Miguelito
Canyon. John Lowe’s, July 30 diary entry says, “A
fire got away from Roberts and the whole town had
to turn out to save Fabing’s house as well as others.”

FABING HOUSE ABOUT 1890
George Fabing in buggy (left foreground), Henry Wadsworth
Fabing (center foreground), Lulu Fabing (center). The two
men in buggy and woman standing at right are unidentified.

A September 1875, Lompoc Record states, “The
fine large residence of H. W. Fabing, blacksmith,
who also farms on a large scale, looms up in town.
H. W. Fabing, formerly of Santa Clara, has shown
greater faith in Lompoc than any other man. He
has purchased farm lands and considerable town
property. His residence, estimated to cost $7,000.00,
would prove an ornament to any city. He has also
engaged in carriage manufacturing and blacksmith-
ing and conducts a harness shop. He was the first
fire department Foreman in 1875.

Etta Fabing turned 16 in March, 1876, and
Lompoc’s first invitational party was given for her.
Etta married A. A. “Gus” Woods in 1878, when
Lompoc was only a little over three years old. The
second oldest daughter, Minnie May Fabing married
Edgar Huyck in the Fabing home, January 8, 1884.



There is some obscure evidence that Fabing “re-
claimed” the house after some brief hard times dur-
ing the early years of Lompoc Colony. An 1887
and an 1888 Lompoc Record clipping indicate the
Fabings reoccupied the home after some further
work on the exterior. If there was a temporary
period when the Fabings were not living in the
home, they may have lived on the ranch near the
river northwest of where Artesia school stood. No
one other than the Fabing family occupied the home
on Walnut and L during that time as far as is
known.

Henry Lewis Huyck, son of Edgar and Minnie
(Fabing) Huyck, was born in the H. W. Fabing
house in March, 1887. This boy, the second of nine
children died when he was only three, May 18, 1890.
His funeral was held at the Fabing home. On May
3, 1890, 15 days before Henry died, his baby brother,
Edgar DeMotte Huyck was born at the home.

H. W. and Amanda Fabing’s son, George, mar-
ried Alice Dille in Lompoe. It is not known if the
wedding was held in the Fabing home, but their
son, Lester, was born there October 30, 1892.

H. W. and Amanda’s next son, Frank Lee, mar-
ried Emma Woods in the home December 18, 1892.
(Frank’s sister, Etta, had married Emma’s brother,
Gus Woods.) All their children were now married
and gone from the home (the youngest daughter,
Lulu, had married Geo. DeRome in December, 1891).
H. W. had removed his old blacksmith shop from
Ocean Avenue in October, 1891, and apparently was
living a life of ease. Fabing was a horse-fancier
besides being a blacksmith, wagon and harness-
maker and farmer, and trained race horses on his
lower valley race track, the tracks at Ryon Park
and at the four corners. He was a familiar sight
driving around Lompoc in his buggy drawn by two
magnificent black stallions, or aboard his sulky.

In 1902, when Henry was 69 and Amanda was
61, they sold the Victorian mansion to William and
Sarah (Kimball) McKay, and moved one block east
to the corner of Walnut and K. Henry Wadsworth
Fabing died January 23, 1908 in Lompoc, and
Amanda (Angle) Fabing died December 10, 1919,
in Santa Barbara.

McKAY

William S. and Sarah Ellen (Kimball) McKay
were not newcomers to Lompoc when they bought
the Fabing house in 1902. They lived first on a
large ranch in the Bear Creek area south of Surf,
where their three oldest daughters, Flossie, Mamie
and Bernice (Birdie) were born. They moved to
town in January, 1888, living just west of the Fa-

bings. Twins Loretha and Lorema and twins Nellie
and Lorraine were born there. (Lorema died before
she was two years old.)

William McKay was born in Ireland in 1837.
His parents never came to this country. He came
to Lompoc in 1876. Family records show he met
Sarah Ellen Kimball in Hollister, California. Sarah
was born in April, 1854, in Michigan. Her parents
died when she was only three years old, and she
was reared by an Aunt and Uncle. When she was
about 25 years old, Sarah came to California to
benefit her health. She visited friends in San Jose,
and later in Hollister, where she met William Mec-
Kay. When they were married, William was 44 and
Sarah was 27. Santa Barbara county records show
they were married in Lompoc, December 6, 1881.

McKay was a colorful, and enterprising person.
In addition to the Bear Creek ranch, he farmed on
Burton Mesa north of Lompoe, and was the agent
for the Pacific Steamship Company who shipped
from Lompoc Landing and the Meherin Wharf. He
had an office in Lompoc where he bought and sold
grain and hay on commission. His office was on the
south side of W. Ocean between H and I streets.

In 1890, McKay was involved in a legal suit
having to do with some sacks of beans he loaded
and shipped. He collected the beans as payment on
a mortgage he held, but it seems he gathered up
some sacks that had been set aside for the harvester.

Lompoc Legacy Unfolds

Summer Issue: The Artesia School story as told by
a student who was later a substitute teacher at
Lompoc Valley’s first country school.

The Indian Legend of Lompoc Valley.
Fall Issue: Santa Rosa district pioneers.

1975 Issues: 1875 pioneers.
Early trails and roads, the railroad, automo-
biles, airports and airplanes. (Remember the
“Sky-pilot” ?)

The first bank and banking — and the local
merchants’ unique credit system.

Diary accounts.

Future Issues: Readers may submit material or
suggest topics of local historical interest.



A May 19, 1893, newspaper states: “On June 1,
McKay’s header will start up on Burton Mesa [grain
threshing].” Bill McKay had a race horse (trotter)
named Hippolite. A Santa Barbara newspaper dated
June 21, 1896, printed the following note: “Bill
McKay, of Lompoc, who has started a tri-weekly
stage line between that place and Santa Barbara,
will arrive this evening with his first contingent of
passengers.”’

Following the dry year, 1898, Tom Foggarty and
Bill McKay went to San Joaquin Valley and bought
a rain making formula. Farmers and ranchers
promised them a fat fee if they got rain. They set
up shop on the south hill by the cemetery and
brought in their secret formula. They got all the
cut nails Gury and Moore had in stock. The concoc-
tion and iron nails were boiled for ten days — no
rain was produced but the fumes killed all the crows
and birds within a radius of a mile or more!

The McKays had lived just west of the Fabings
for 14 years and Mrs. Fabing and Mrs. McKay were
close friends. When the Fabings decided to sell their
home, the McKays bought it in 1902.

The McKays removed the cupola on the Fabing-

McKay home, and painted the house white with
green trim. They built the stairway and finished the

upstairs rooms, which the Fabings had never done.
They created a bathroom from a small downstairs
bedroom, and wired the house for electricity. Where
the Fabings had five children who were soon married
and gone, the McKays had six daughters at home!

Even so, McKay used one of the downstairs bed-
rooms for storage of food stocks purchased from
ships out of San Francisco— barrels of pickles,
crackers, ete., for the Steamship Company business.
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FABING - McKAY - SPANNE HOUSE
Lena, George, and Helen Spanne — about 1910.

Flossie McKay, their 21-year-old daughter, mar-
ried Wm. E. Jolliff in the Fabing-McKay home on
June 17, 1903. The home knew bright spots and
sad, through the years. A week after the wedding,
William McKay died there, June 24, 1903.

Mrs. Sarah McKay stayed in the home about
seven years longer. Third daughter, Birdie, married
Albert Renfro October 17, 1903, in San Luis Obispo.
(She later married Dr. Avon Elder.) Second
daughter, Mamie, married John C. Knoke May 25,
1904 in Santa Barbara. Fourth daughter, Loretha,
married Harvey Wright August 25, 1908.

With only 16-year-old twin daughters at home
in 1910, Mrs. McKay sold the Fabing-McKay home
to Mr. and Mrs. Nis (George) Spanne, and moved
to a smaller house a block and a half east. On
Christmas day, 1916, she had a house full at her
home between J and K on Walnut Avenue. Present
were Flossie, Mami¢ from Mariposa, Birdie from
Hanford and Lorraine from Santa Maria with all
their families.

Sarah Kimball McKay died February 23, 1920,
in Hanford, California. Two of her seven daugh-
ters, Loretha and Lorraine are still living.

SPANNE

Nis Lauritzen Spanne was born May 29, 1869,
in Jutland, Denmark, son of Peter Lauritzen and
Anna Marie (Jensen) Spanne. Lauritzen is the
ancestral name, however, one of the Lauritzen fore-
bears took the name Spanne (from the name of a
Danish town) to distinguish his family from the
many other Lauritzens there.

Nis (which means “little EIf”’) came to the U.S.
when he was 17, and a year later, in 1887, he was in
Santa Barbara. He arrived in Lompoc in January,
1888. His older brother, John, was already here.
Not long after he arrived in Lompoc, Nis was given
the name “George” and was known as George
Spanne the rest of his life. His father and mother
had also come to the U.S. and had settled with other
Danish families and friends near Orleans, Michigan.
His mother, Anna Marie (Jensen) Spanne, died in
October, 1891, in Michigan. His father, Peter
Spanne, then came to Lompoc where he spent his
last 13 years. He died in 1904.

Nis married Karen Andersen, November 18,
1893. Karen, daughter of Eric and Birthe (Jensen)
Andersen, was born in Denmark March 30, 1874.
She accompanied Mrs. Caroline Poulsen to New
York, and was to have traveled with her all the way
to San Francisco. A mix-up in tickets put her on a



separate train, all alone. Just a teenage girl, not
able to speak English, Karen had quite an adven-
ture. She was able to do some baby-sitting on the
train to provide herself with food for the journey.
She got to San Francisco and was re-united with
Caroline Poulsen. Later, the Poulsens moved to
Lompoc, and Karen met Nis Spanne when she came
to Lompoc to visit them.

Nis and Karen said their vows in a little house
that stood on the property with the Spanne black-
smith shop (where Moore’s Department Store is
located on W. Ocean Avenue) and their wedding
reception and dance were held in the “chalkrock”
warehouse across I Street.

Nis and John had built the chalkrock building on
South I Street in 1891. (It is still standing and
houses Astro Printers.) The blocks were cut and
sawed, the first to be taken from what is now Johns-
Manville. The Spannes used the building for a ware-
house, but the second floor was suitable for dancing
and socials.

Nis and Karen Spanne lived in the little house
in back of the blacksmith shop for about a year and
a half, moving then to another home on South M
Street on land that is now part of Lompoc Junior
High School. Their first son, Peter, was born in the
first little house and Mia, Edna, Helen, Lena and
George were born at the second location.

Nis had bought the blacksmith shop from his
brother and later, in 1902, he sold the business.
The shop burned completely in 1897, and was re-
built. He built Lompoc’s first garage in 1908.
Known as the Pioneer Garage, it served the three
local autos. It was a good investment, for auto
ownership growth was rapid. Next to the garage,
he built the Spanne Hardware and Implement Com-
pany which he owned and operated for 50 years.

Nis Spanne and his first automobile (Reo).
Edna, Helen, Lena, Mia, George, seated; Karen by auto.

In 1910, they bought the 10-room Victorian man-
sion at 207 North L Street on the corner of Walnut.
The home was furnished, and so the Spanne house
still contained furnishings formerly owned by the
McKays and possibly the Fabings.

The last two of eight children, Walter and Harold,
were born in the Fabing-McKay-Spanne house. Wal-
ter was born December 27, 1913, and Harold was
born November 22, 1915.

Shortly after they moved into the house, there
was a fire nearby. The older children ran quickly
down the stairs to watch the late Orson Peck’s house
go up in flames. Later, they wondered how they got
down the unfamiliar stairs in the dark.

The Danish families in Lompoc took turns giving
dinners. Some were cousins (other Spannes, Col-
cords, Andersens, etc.) and others were friends
(Linds, Larsens, etc.). There were parties too, and
lots of card playing way into the night. On warm
summer evenings, there were times when the Spanne
children all slept on the roof of the front porch.

Helen, Lena, Edna, George Spanne — off to school.

On school days, mother would call out, “It’s time
to get up” and one of the boys would answer, “We're
already up (stairs) !”

It was fun to ride or hike out to Aunt Mary
(Spanne) Colcord’s five-acre farm at the end of O
Street. That’s where they got their vegetables.
Other groceries were bought at Frank Callis’ de-
partment store. In those days, the store help would
come by in the mornings and get the grocery list and
then deliver the groceries with horse and buggy.
Folks would pay their bill a year at a time, some-
times paying off in trade. That’s how Spanne got
some of his buggies.

Mia was the first to marry. She married Ben
Franklin Ruffner, July 5, 1921. They presented Nis
and Karen Spanne with the first grandson, Ben F.
Ruffner, October 3, 1922, and granddaughter, Dotty
Ruffner, September 2, 1925.



Seven U.S. Navy destroyers ran aground at Hon-
da Point, September 8, 1923. The next few days,
half the town went out to see the ships. The Spannes
were there September 10th and while some of the
dead seamen were being wrapped and carried up the
cliffs, the total eclipse of the sun darkened the area
in a frightening eerie blackness.

The Santa Barbara earthquake, June 29, 1925,
shook Lompoc pretty hard, but didn’t do too much
destructive damage. The Spanne house chimney was
broken and the top was turned around.

Karen Spanne had a longing to return to Den-
mark to visit family and friends she hadn’t seen for
almost 35 years. In 1925, she traveled by train to
New York and by ship back to Denmark. Her oldest
son, Peter Spanne, then a mining engineer in Chile,
also traveled to Denmark and met her there.

While they were there, Greta Schmidt, from Ger-
many, was also visiting mutual friends in Denmark.
Peter and Greta began a correspondence and were
later married.

Lena Spanne married Wm. S. Weeks July 5, 1929.

George Spanne married Mary Grogan November
25, 1930.

Edna Spanne married Joseph Dominy May 15,
1932.

Walter Spanne married Alora Salzman October
21, 1939.

Helen Spanne married Walter Lynch February
23, 1943.

Harold Spanne married Frances Houk Novem-
ber 24, 1945,

All the children were grown and gone from the
home during the war years when Camp Cooke was
active. Nis and Karen Spanne took in lots of young
GI’s and their brides. Many of them corresponded
for years after the war, in appreciation for the kind-
ness and hospitality they’d received.

The Spanne house was lots of fun for countless
children in Lompoc. First there were the friends
of the eight Spanne children, and then there were
friends of the grandchildren that loved to visit their
grandparents. If the children were noisy and bois-
trous, maybe Nis and Karen remembered when Nis’s
father, Peter Spanne, would hurry to get to the
switch where it was kept, before they could inflict
such severe punishment on their own children.

Nis and Karen celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary November 18, 1943. The house was full

Nis and Karen Spanne.
Golden Anniversary — November 18, 1943.

of family and friends come to wish them well.
They’d lived in the “Spanne house” 33 of those 50
years. Seventeen years later, they celebrated their
67th Wedding Anniversary in the home where they
had lived for half a century.

Karen Spanne — 90th Birthday.
Standing: Mrs. Walter (Alora) Spanne, Mrs. Harold (Frances)
Spanne, Mrs. Geo. (Mary) Sppanne, Mrs. Marguerite Hall, Mia
(Spanne) Callis, and Edna (Spanne) Dominy. Seated: Mrs.
Peter L. (Greta) Spanne, Karen (Andersen) Spanne, and Lena
Holloway.

Nis lived to be 91 (1869-1961) and Karen lived
well past her 92nd birthday (1874-1966). The house
was 91 years old when Karen Spanne died in August
1966. The Pioneer Home will celebrate its centen-
nial in 1975.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The purchase of the Fabing - McKay - Spanne
house was approved in 1967 , with actual ownership
acquired in 1968. Judge Ben Ruffner, Executor of



the Spanne Estate, met with the officers and direc-
tors of the Historical Society on January 29, 1968,
to offer the sale of six city lots and house. May 27,
1968, it was voted to purchase the property for
$15,000 plus cost. On August 16, 1968, a down pay-
ment of $1,500.00 was made. Contributions assisted
in raising $5,500.00 more to complete the total down
payment of $7,000.00 and $8,000.00 was borrowed
from Bank of America to be paid in ten years. Sale
of local family genealogies has raised funds to help
pay for the house.

The Native Daughters of the Golden West, La
Purisima Parlor No. 327 and the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society dedicated the Fabing - McKay -
Spanne house as a local monument Saturday, June
17, 1972. The Native Daughters placed a bronze
marker on the home. Steps are being taken to pre-
serve the house under Ordinance 804, on ordinance
related to preservation of places and objects which
have special historical significance within the City
of Lompoc. Ordinance 804 was passed January 17,
1967.

RESTORATION

A face-lift to the exterior of the home was pro-
vided by the contractor crew of Archie Peckham,
who donated labor, paint, and equipment for paint-
ing. The Historical Society presented a life mem-

Santa Barbara’s Back Country

Richard (Dick) Smith, naturalist, writer and
photographer for the Santa Barbara News-Press
spoke on Santa Barbara’s back country at the quar-
terly dinner meeting of the Lompoc Valley Histori-
cal Society, Monday, March 11, 1974, at the Royal
Coach restaurant. Santa Barbara county, almost
50% Federal land, contains one of the remaining
wilderness areas in the U.S., within the boundaries
of Los Padres National Forest. Mr. Smith, author
of a delightful booklet, “Santa Barbara’s Back
Country”, showed slides of this back-packer’s para-
dise.

He showed scenes from the Sisquoc river and
Manzana creek, including Manzana schoolhouse and
remains of the homesteads near there, and farther
up the Sisquoc near the Condor sanctuary in the
heart of the San Rafael Wilderness area. He talked
about Mission Pines Basin where it is reported the
timbers for the Santa Barbara Mission were cut. In
addition to historical significance, the unique beauty
of the forest at our back door was well depicted.

bership to Peckham, a friend of the N. L. Spanne
family. Historical Society members prepared the
house for painting by scraping, sanding, puttying,
ete.,, on a workday, January 31, 1970.

The Lompoc High School Workshop made 85
balusters for the balustrade remade atop the front
porch by carpenter Paul Kruger. High school stu-
dent, John Ward, turned 50 of them on the lathe.
New window frames and shutters were installed on
the south and west side of the house, and the front
porch was re-built with new redwood. A board from
John Spanne’s Danish style windmill, once ajacent
to the Spanne chalkrock building, 113 South I Street,
is in use as one of the front steps of the house.

Lester Bondietti, Historical Society Vice Presi-
dent, has been in charge of the restoration of the
interior of the home, and James Magnuson is in-
terior decorator. The hallway and some of the rooms
have been wall papered. The halls and stairway
were carpeted and old paint was hand-stripped from
the banisters so the natural beauty of the wood has
been preserved. A modern forced air heating sys-
tem was installed.

Plans are being made to restore and build the
carriage house and a long shed on the property to
store and display carriages, buggies, farm imple-
ments and other wheeled vehicles. Dean Martin and
Leroy Scolari share the responsibility for the
grounds and other buildings.

FURNISHINGS

The rooms of the pioneer home have been re-
furnished with some furniture from the Fabing,
McKay and Spanne families and with many other
donated antiques. All the furniture in the master
bedroom is known to have belonged to the McKay
and Spanne families and possibly to the Fabings.
An old fashioned quilt on the bed in the nursery
was made by Alice Dille Fabing. Spanne chairs are
found in the living room, and two chairs in the
parlor are from the Poulsen family. (The Poulsens
are the Danish family that brought Nis and Karen
Spanne together in 1893.) The dining room furni-
ture belonged to the Spannes. They purchased the
table and chairs from the Estudillo family. The
buffet was owned by all three families: Fabing, Mc-
Kay and Spanne. The kitchen table and some of the
kitchen furnishings were from the Spanne family.
There is a chest in the upstairs sewing room that
belonged to the Spannes.

Many other fine antiques have been contributed
by other local pioneer families. Photo albums, on
display, identify early Lompoc residents.



There is a warmth that comes from a casual or
studied walk through the Pioneer Home. Historical
Society acquisitions are tastefully displayed and re-
flect the generosity of Lompoc families.

USES

The Pioneer Home is now the headquarters of
the Lompoc Valley Historical Society where monthly
board meetings are held. The board enjoyed its first
annual Christmas party in December 1973. A
Christmas tree was decorated with old-fashioned
popcorn, cranberries, paper-link chains and candles
(have no fear — they were not lighted). Descen-
dants of the Fabing family and members of the
Spanne families added a touch of authenticity.

This historic building, open for special occasions,
is of special interest during the Lompoc centennial
year, and has become a community cultural center.
Open house exhibits will continue to be more fre-
quent as the finishing touches are added to the in-
terior of the home.

A lot of satisfaction has resulted from restoring
the Pioneer Home, and a lot of interest and pleasure
will be shared by its countless visitors. If the rooms
could speak, they would tell us of joys of family
living, of suffering in sickness and death, or antici-
pation and pain of birth, and the worry of anxious
parents, and all that goes with rearing at least 18

children through those teenage years. One of the
Spanne girls said it just right. “That house was
full of love.”
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