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POINT CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE - PART III

John Scollan, who wrote the "Copies
Public Letters Sent” from Point Concep-
cion Lighthouse, spent perhaps as many
as 8 vears at Point Concepcion. It was
he who reported the damage to the light-
house by a gale 1n the June 7, 1855
Santa Barbara Gazette. Scollan may have
made peace with another Irishman,
Nicolas Den, owner of Rancho Los Dos
Pueblos, situated between Point Concep-
cion and Santa Barbara. (On his trips
to Santa Barbara Scollan had to pass
through Den’s property).

After the break-up of Jack Powers’
gang with its two failures to take over
parts of Den’s property, John Scollan,
once a gang member, became the light-
house keeper. Nicolas Den soon became
wealthy and by 1860 was buying finery
from Europe, ice from glaciers in Alaska
for chilled drinks and chilled del-
icacies during hot summer months, and
his growing family lived like royalty.
Dos Pueblos cattle provided beef for a
growing population in California and was
the source of Den’s riches.

Jack Powers had moved north. He was
a colorful gambler in San Francisco, but
was also involved in murderous gang
activity 1in San Luis Obispo County. At
Tast the law had the goods on Powers and
he fled to Mexico in 1858.

Meanwhile, a steady stream of steam-
ship and sailing vessels rounded Point

Concepcion, bringing gold seekers and
others who chose to "“go west" in the
post-geld rush era. The ships also

sailed south with those
homes in the
pouches,

returning to
east with gold-laden
disillusioned dreams, or just

to visit kinfolk. Passage fares had
plunged because of competition between
three steamship lines.

Atlantic steamers sailed from eastern
ports to ports in Panama where crossinas
were made overland through the dangerous
Jungle to the Pacific, and Nicaragua,
where passengers went up the San Juan

River, across Lake Nicaraaua on Vander-
bilt’s small steamers, then the rest of
the way to the coast overland via

Vanderbilt’s elaborate stagecoaches to a
Pacific port. Steamship captains on the
Pacific side raced to beat a 14-day
sailing time to and from Central America
and San Francisco.

In the midst of all this enterprise,
Col. William Walker (already branded as
a trouble-maker by the U.S. Government)
gathered up a rag-tag "army” in San Fran-
cisco and sailed to Nicaragua in May,
1855. He had been invited to aid one of
Nicaragua’s belligerant factions. In
October Walker siezed a steamer on Lake
Nicaragua belonging to the Accessory
Transit Company, a corporation of Ameri-
cans who were transporting freight and
passengers across the Isthmus. 1In en-
suing battles, he made himself military
master of Nicaragua. However, civilian
passengers arriving in San Francisco in
November, 1855, told horror stories of

being caught 1in cross-fire. On May 20,
1856, President Franklin Pierce
recognized Walker’s government. A
coalition of Central American States,
led by Costa Rica and financed by
Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose transit
company had been confiscated, ousted

Walker in 1857. Walker made two more



attempts to take over Nicaragua and was
headed off once by the U.S. Navy, then
was captured by the British Navy. He
was turned over to Honduran authorities
by whom he was executed in Sept. 1860.
John Scollan, all the while, was at
his lonely post, struggling to keep a
flame burning on the wicks of the Point
Concepcion  Lighthouse. The beam of
light  gave safety and assurance of
position to the many ships sailing by.

His letters continue:

No.47 Apr. 7. 1859, John G. Downey:
Mr. William Boyer entered on the duties
of office on the 9th Feb. I have not
yet had an opportunity of having the
assistants sworn in, but will do so as
early as possible and return the papers
to your office. You have sent only two
blanks for oaths of office, six are
required or two for each keeper. The
signed  vouchers of myself and three
assistants for the quarter ending March
3ist are in the hands of Mr. Maguire,
which he will deliver to you on pavment
of the amounts. {John Scolian}

No. 48 Santa Barbara 8th April 1859,
John De Camp, Esg., Comm. USNavy Shlir's
I have to inform vyou that I have been
compelied to come to this place to
procure a temporary supply of
provisions, being entirely without any
kind of food. Should this reach you

before you have sent off the supplies of
provisions, 1 hope you will use all
dispatch .- in sending them, for I have had
great trouble to induce the assistants
to remain at their posts. 1 have had to

purchase fuel from a rancho in small
quantities in the expectation that the
supply due on the 3 Dec. 1858 would
arrive. Major Bache Jlast vear sent us
six cords of wood as an experiment, but
we found it insufficient. Ten cords
would be about twelve months supply for
us. If  you will authorize me. L.

Martinez will furnish me with wood.

{John Scollan}

No.49 Pt. Concepcion 25 May, 1859 John
De Camp Sir: I have to report to you
that on the night of the above date the

sustains the arm of the
hammer that strikes the Fog Bell broke.

consequence: the sound 1is deadened
and vibration stopped, so that the sound
canhot be heard as far as formerly. I
believe it 1is also dangerous to the

spring which

safety of the bell,
cracking it.

This spring is composed of two leaves,
the top one.. 26 3/4 inches long, the
lower one 19 1/2 inches long and both 1
3/8 inches in width and 1/4 inch in
thickness. The bolt goes through one
end of them to keep them together.

Cont. No. 49
The windmil}l

causing a risk of

repaired by Mr. Russe]
will not work {because} the teeth of
the small wheel on the shaft {are} too
short to catch 1in the 1links of the
chain... the whole arrangement of the
windmill is inefficient and useless. We
still have to wind up by hand, but the
handle is so short it is very difficult
to wind.

Twenty one gallons of 0i] have been
saved 1in addition to that reported. 1
have strained the bottoms and separated
the water and brought the above quantity
into a state fit for use, since I sent
you the receipts for 357 gallons, making
together 378 gals. (John Scollan)

No.50  Junel5.1859  John G. Downey:
Enclosed is a copy of Mr. Sidney
Lemon’s resignation. The reason of his

resigning 1is that the position of third
assistant he occupies 1is not that he
should hold. He feels that he ought to
be 1in the position of first assistant
and I must say that I fully believe that
he 1is the only emplovee at this station
who is qualified for the situation.

On those occasions which were necessary
for me to be absent procuring pro-
Visions...since the 1st of last Jan. I

was obliged to place Mr. L. in charge
during my absence, as Mr. MclLaughlin,
Ist assistant is totallvy unfit to be

left in charge. When he arrived here he

was in a bad state of health and unfit
for the position but said he was a
personal friend of yours. Therefore I
refrained from reporting to you his
phvsical 1inability to perform the duties

of his position.

Since the past two months his health is
restored and he declares himself quite
well, but I find that he does not
possess sufficient intelligence to fil}
the situation. If Mr. Lemon should
leave and business call me from the
station I could not with any security
leave Mr. McL. in charge in my absence,
Under this state of the case I hope you
will apply the proper remedy. I have
nothing to say against Mr. Mcl's




is willing to do all he
not the capacity required

disposition, he
can. but has
for the post.

I do not mention to you Mr. Boyer's
name in  connection with the Ist
assistant’s office as he is dissatis-
fied with the withdrawal of the
provision allowance, so much so that his
stay will not be very Tong (in my
opinion) although he has made no formal
announcement of his intention to leave.
{John Scollan, Keeper}

No, 51 June 15th, 1859, John De Camp:
Leandro  Martinez, who hauled the 14
barrels of o0il for $20.99 is clamorous
for his money and annoys me very much
for payment. Should anv stores arrive
hereafter for the light house he will

refuse to haul them, unless the above is
first settled. This would be very
inconvenient, as the goods would have to

beach, he being the only
neighborhood now, who

remain on the
person in this

possesses a team and cart. Please send
the necessary vouchers to be filled and
signed by him so that he may be paid as

soon as possible.

The paints, oils and other cleaning

materials for which I sent a reguisition
tong since, have not arrived. The
liaht house needs the paint, etc.,
badly. The outside of the tower cannot

now be distinguished by its color, as it
ought to be by mariners.. {J. Scollan}

No.52 June 13, 1859 Jno. G. Downey:
I received from Mr. Goodale the enclosed
voucher, requesting me to certify that
he had performed the duties of his
office, which I have done. 1In his note
he requests me to send it to P, H.
Downey, Collector of San Pedro Port, and
asks me to write to Mr. Downey to
forward the money due $84.65 by Express

to  San Francisco in care of F. E.
Weygant, Proprietor of the Fremont House
for him. {John Scollan, Keeper}

{note: Patrick H. Downey took over for

J. Downey as collector, etc.}

No.53 (no date) John De Camp: The
supplies for which a requisition was
sent on the 22nd last January have not

vet arrived. They are much heeded,
especially Alcohol, to clean the Lens
and Windows, Soap to wash the towels and
apparatus, and Clock makers 0il1 for
carriage way of Jlens. The small round
spirit level wused for the crown of the
burners has been broken. Another one is

required immediately, as we cannot
change the burners without a bubbie
spirit level to ascertain its
correctness. {John Scollan, Keeper}

No.54 Santa Barbara July 5, 1859,
Patrick H. Downey, Esa., Collector &
Supt. of Lights: I have emploved Mr.

John Leyden as 2nd Assistant, in place
of Mr. Wwilliam Boyer, late 2nd Assist-
ant, subject to your approval. He is an
entire stranger to me. I recommend him
solely because I could not find anyone
with whom I am acquainted who would
accept the position at the salary. 1If
you approve of Mr. Leyden, please inform
me..Mr. L. and myself will start for the
"Point” tomorrow.

Unless vyou find a 3rd Assistant, the
position will remain vacant, as I am
unable to find a person who will
accept. The 3rd Assistant will have to
bring three months provisions and
bedding. {J. Scollan} ‘

No.55 Jul, 20, 1859, Patrick H. Downey,
Sir: In my letter of the 5th Inst. which
1 addressed to you from Santa Barbara, I
omitted to inform you that Mr. wm.
Boyer, 2nd Asst. left here on the 4th .
Your reply 1 expected by the last mail,
consequently I do not know whether you
approve of Mr. John Leyden, for the
position of 2nd Assistant or not.

Pending vour answer I was compelled to
enter him on duty on the 18th. This I

found to be inperate so as not to
endanger the regular exhibition of the
light. Therefore, I hope vou will

approve my action in the matter and date
his appointment on the 18th Inst. 1
cannot find anyone who will accept the
position of 3rd Assistant, at the
Salary...{J. Scollan, Keeper)

No.56  Aug. 28, 1859, Patrick H. Downey:
The Assistants refuse to send their
vouchers to San Pedro or paying Express
charges, and expect as their right, to
be paid at the Station, punctually at
the close of each quarter. As for
myself, I am willing to send my vouchers
as you propose. But most likely at the
end of this quarter I will visit San
Pedro, as I do not intend to remain at

the reduced salary, as per the
"Secretary’s Circular” according to this

rate, there is no difference between the
Ist and 3rd Assistant’s salary. 1In case
of absence of the Principal Keeper,

which of the three can be called on to
take charge.



I have found a vyoung man, Juan de
Romero, for the position of 3rd Asst.
He is a native Californian, speaks,
reads and writes English, and was a

resident of your City for the last nine
months. He bears a good character. I
put him on duty on 23rd Inst. subject to
your approval. I could not find anyone
more suitable who would accept of the

situation at the salary. I entered him
on duty, in consequence of Mr.
McLaughlin, 1Ist Assistant, being absent
at the time. {John Scollan, Keeper}

No.57 Sep. 27, 1859 John De Camp,

Esg. Comm. U.S.Navy Sir: 1 have to
report to you that the 0il remaining in
store is unfit for use. The quantity on

hand at date are 77 31/32 galls. Of this
50 galls. are the residue of the Whale
011 bought of Messrs Burton, Blake and

Hinchman, 27 31/32 galls. of that
received per Steamer “Shirick" {sp},
which are the bottoms of 14 casks. I
supposed that by this time both the

Whale 0il1 and the bottoms would be fit
for use, but on trial neither will
burn. You will please observe the

necessity of sending a supply of 011, at
as early a day as possible.

The 1st and 2nd Assistants have re-
signed, so that I have only a 3rd
Assistant who 1is a native Californian
and does not vyet know his duty. How
Tong I may be able to exhibit the Tight
under these circumstances I know not.
But I will try and hold out as long as
possibie.

You will please send with the 0il
three regulaters as these at the Station
are compleatly worn out. Also the
supplies for which 1 sent Reguisitions

long since. {John Scollan, Keeper}

No. 58 Sep. 27,1859, Patrick H.
Downey: I regret my absence at the time
your letter came. It was caused on

account of provisions which I had to get
for two of the Assistants, for the first
two quarters of this year. Also other
money that I disbursed for the use of
the station. However, I returned on the
afternoon of the 26th and immediately
made out the Vouchers of the Assistants
and myself-- they previously agreeing to
send theirs by me to Santa Barbara as
you requested.

I intended to ride all night so as to
arrive by daylight on Wed. When I gave

Messrs Leyden and McLaughlin their
vouchers to sign, they, after examining
them put them in their pockets and
refused to send them, at the same time

threatening to abandon the light if I
went to Santa Barbara. They then
resigned their respective positions to

take effect on the 1st of Oct. next.

The conduct of these men in this matter
looks Tike a preconcerted act, to pre-
vent the exhibition of the light, after
their departure, as they are well aware
that I am alone with a 3rd Assistant who
as yet does not know his duty. Add to
this that the 0il1 on hand is of a very
bad quality making it necessary to trim

the lamp every two hours through the
night.
Mr. McLaughlin by his conduct, has

shown base ingratitude because the three
first months he was here, as an invalid,
and an obstruction instead of being an
Assistant. You will see by this how
the conduct of these men are calculated
to 1impeade the necessary performance of
the daily duties at the Station.
However I will wuse all diligence so as
to exhibit the light regularly until you
send assistance. In the meantime I will
look for a person and if I find one that
will suit, I will enter him on duty
immediately and forward his name to your
office for approval. {John Scoilan}

No.59 Oct. 16, 1859, John De Camp: I

am without 0i1 that will burn in the
service lamp. Last night I was com-
pelled to Tight a Rod Lamp in the

lantern, as I found it impossible to
make the 07l burn in the Hydraulic Lamp,

nor does it do much better in the Rod
Lamp. You will please send a supply of
011, as quick as possible. The other

stores for which I sent
long since to your
necessary. {J.S.}

requisitions
office are equally

No.60  Nov. 14, 1859,
Your letter of the 18th inclosing bill
of lading was duly received. Enclosed
please find receipts for 0i1l and etc. I
did not transmit the present returns at
an earlier day {because} of having three
new Assistants to instruct 1in their
duties. For the want of Regulaters, the

John De Camp:

flame cannot be kept at more than one
third prescribed height. Without a
round Spirit Tlevel I cannot level the

burner. {J.Scollan}




No.61 Nov. 14, 1859
{send} receiteq bills for provisions for
Mr. William Bover, Jlate 2nd Asst. and
myself for the first quarters commencing
Ist Jan. 1859, and  ending 30 June,

John De Camp: 1

1859, Also, receited bills for hauling
o1l and for four cords of fire wood.,
You wil] please remit me the amount of
the enclosed biils as scon as

sonvenient. or jf you are not authorized
to pay them, please inform me where and
to whom I shali apply. {John Scollan}

1860

No.62 Jan. 10, 1860 Patrick H. Downey :
{I  rec’d the voucher  of Mr. um.
MclLaughlin’s for $15.50, being the
balance duye him. John Scollan, Keeper}

No.63 Jan. 17, 1860, John De Camp, Esgq.
{wrote re fog bel] reports and Vessels
Passing Writing paper that he needed}

No. 65 Feb. 4, 1860 John De Camp Esq.
Comm. U.S.Navy Sir: I am aprehensive
that 1 win have to discontinye the
exhibition of the light at this Station
1f  lamp Wick does hot soon arrive, as
the supply on hand is very Timited, :

1860, Patrick H. Downey
I would most respectfully recommend that
Mr. Albion M. Quinby be named st
Assistant, as he 1is bpest qualified to
fill the position.

Mr. Juan de Romero to be promoted to
the post of 2nd Assistnat (if his
English education equaled his Spanish)
it would be my duty to recommend him for
the position of Ist Assistant, Mr.Amasa
Rodgers to pe 3rd Assistant. {J.8.1

No. 66 Feb. 28, 1860, cChas, S,
Bogygs, I would most respectfully caij
your attention to the Requisitions that
are in your office which I sent long
predecessor for supplies
that are much needed at the station and

will be obliged to cease exhibiting the
lTight. I also enclose a Requisition
for some additional Supplies that are
needed at the Station. {John Scollan}

No.67 Feb. 28, 1860, Patrick H.
Downey: 1 {send} bills for Rations for
Mr. Wm. Boyer, late 2nd Assistant
Keeper, at this Station, ang for myself,

1859,
of William s, Maris,
said Rations from Santa

for the st and 2nd Quarters,
Also freight bi1
for hauling

Barbara to Pt.
and Bills for

Concepcion Light House
firewood, stationary and
Soap. The enclosed bills I sent to the
Inspector, Nov. 14, 1859, And were
returned to me by Chas. s, Boggs, Esq.,
Inspector for the fol]owing:

"By authority of the Light House Board

of  Jan, 10, 1859, All bills for
supplying tTighthouses With rations and
fuel Come under the Jurisdiction of
Superintendents of lights of the

respective districts.

Maijor Bache, in a letter of Oct. 14,
1858, partly authorized the purchase of
wood., He asks “How can the Station be
furnished With a supply of fire wood on
the most favorable terms? I propose to
order Six Cords of 128 cub. feet." The
Major’s letter was received by Hon. John
G. Downey then on a visit at this
Station.

Mr. D. went with me a distance of Six

miles to Leandro Martinez to ascertain
on what terms he would furnish wood,
which was  $10.00 per cord, being a

dollar g cord less than Mr. Blake
charged the previous vyear. Stationary
and Soap I was obliged to purchase on
account of  the withholding of said
Supplies, although I sent Requisitions
for said articles over s year ago, but
as  yet they have not arrived. vyouy will
oblige me by settling these bills at ag
early g day as may be convenient, {J.S.}

No.68 Feb. 28, 1860 Patrick H. Downey,
{acknow]edging recipt of voucher of
Romero, for 35 day’s services as 3rd
Asst., at $500 per Annum equals $47.95,
John Scollan}

No.69 Apr. 10, 1860 Patrick H. Downey,
Esq. Collector g Supt. of Lights Sir:
{asking for settlement of bills and the
restoration of provision a11owance}.

No. 70 April 12th, 1860,
S.Boggs, Esq. Comm. U.s. Navy:
quarterly returns for 31 Mar.1860}

Charles
{Sent

No.71 Apr, 25, 1860 Chas. S. Boggs, Esqg.
Comm, U.S.Navy Sir: Enclosed please

find bil of sale of Nine empty o177
barrels ang one o1l cask which I sold
the tota] amount ig $8.25, which I hold

subject to your order. 1In
With vyour 1nstructions, I placed on the
beach at the Cojo landing for delivery
Tive 071 Barrels, one containing 27 1/2
galls, 011, the other foyr empty, and

conformity



one o0il cask containing 42 1/2 galls.,
total No. of galls. 70.

Shortly after 1 placed the Barrels
and 011 on the beach Capt. I. S. Garcia
arrived 1in the Brig. Pride of the Sea,
and by him I shipped the above to you,
this course I was led to adopt 1in
consequence of the insecurity of the 0il
on the beach. I hope my thus acting in
the matter will meet your approval. At
your convenience vou will please forward
a receipt for the above. Leandro
Martinez hauled the Barrels and 0il to
the beach, for which he charged $5.00.

If you will authorize me. I can
purchase a barrel of lime for $5.00. In
enclose a requisition for a few articles
that are necessary to compleat the
painting and white washing.

The "signed voucher of L. Martinez, I
{sent} to vyour office on the 28th Feb.
for payment, as vyet the amount of said
voucher $40.00, has not been received.
{John Scollan}

No.72  May Ist, 1860, Patrick H. Downey,
Sir: I have to report to you that Mr.
Amasa Rodgers, 3rd Assistant Keeper, has
this day resigned his position at this
Station. In conformity with your
instructions of Dec. 2, 1859, I have
employed Mr. Joseph Genissieu to fill
the vacancy, subject to your approval.

Mr. G. is a person 1in every way
qualified for the position, having a
compleat knowledge of the Order of Lens

and lamp in use at this station. 1 have
entered him on duty for the following:
First Mr. Romero, 2nd Assistant, is for
the present, incapacitated for duty, in
consequence of Biles {boils} in
Armpits. Second It 1is very uncertain
how long Mr. Quinby will remain if
rations and fuel are not restored.

Third, I am very busy in renovating the
tower Tlantern and house. Therefore I
hope you will approve of Mr, Genissieu,
and make his appointment date from this

day. (Scocllan)

No.72 {he misnumbered}. May 9th, 1860,
Chas. S. Boggs Sir: I have to report to
you that I am apprehensive that I shall

have to discontinue exhibiting the light
at this Station, but a very few nights
supply of 0il1 remaining on hand. I
would have been exhausted before this,
but that I reduced the nightly
expenditure of 0il by diminishing the

size of the flame. You will please send
me a Lantern for the head of the stairs
and to be used in visiting the Fog Bell
at night. (John Scollan)

May 12, 1860, Chas. S. Boggs Sir: I
have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 30th Ult.
Leandro Martinez requests that you will
remit the $40 through F. L. Maguire,
Esq., Agent of Wells Fargo & Co., at
Sta. Barbara, payable to my order.
(John Scollan)

No. 73 May 17, 1860, Patrick H.
Downey Sir: On the 10th UIt. I had the
honor to transmit to you the Vouchers of
the Assistants and myself for the
quarter ending 31st Mar., 1860. As yet
the funds have not been received, which
I attribute to a mistake in transmitting
them by mail instead of Express, but I
hope it has not caused you any
inconvenience as the funds can be
remitted in the usual way through Mr.
Maguire. {John Scollan}

No.74 July 1, 1860 Patrick H. Downey
Sir: {regarding vouchers}

No.75 July 1, 1860 Patrick Downey Sir:
{more of same, haven’t received money or
supplies} If I had not furnished the
provisions the Assistants would have
left the station in a body. {J.S.}

No. 76 July 5, 1860, Chas S. Boggs: 1
have purchased a barrel of lime, price
$5.00, the balance $3.25,{which} I have

sent to your address per Wells Fargo. I

also enclose signed vouchers of L.
Martinez with original bills for
hauling. He requests that you will send

the amount which is $21.00 per Wells
Fargo & Co. {John Scollan}

No. 77 July 8, 1860 Chas. S. Boggs
{Sent quarterly and abstract returns;

fog bell
station no

returns; 1list of property at

longer 1in use, requisition
for stores reguired} The 0il1 rec’d
per Steamer Senator, is of excellent
quality. {John Scollan.}

No. 78 July 12,
...Leandro Martinez
Wells Fargo & Co.

In reference to the 147 gallons of 01}
in store Ist Apr. 1860, when you were at
this station on 10th of March last I

1860, Chas. S. Boggs
rec’d the $40 per




informed you that there was 70 gallons

of the o0il remaining in store that was
unfit for wuse. You then asked when oil
would be required. I replyed about the

last of April, which you noted. You
directed me to have the 0il, and empty
011 Barrels, at the 1landing on the
Beach, and that you would take them
aboard on your return from below. I was
unable to find a mode of conveyance in
time for vyour return and was obliged to
send them per Bride of Sea 25th April.
Therefore the non-arrival of the 0il was
the cause of my Jletter of 9th May. I
would have advised you earlier but I was
in daily expectation of its arrival.
The excessive consumption of 0il,
referred to in the Quarter ending 31
Mar. being 45 galls., more than the
previous quarter. I have to state that
during the quarter there was neither a
Ist nor 2nd order flame, owing to the
bad gquality of the oil. 1In conformity
with vyour order the size of the flame
has been reduced and in future will use
atl vigilance so as not to exceed

allowance. (John Scollan)
No. 79 {written same day to Boggs:}
After examination I find the quantity

as the bottoms of
drippings, the

of dirty oil, such
Butts, Barreis and
accumulation for the year ending 30th
Jun, 1860, which amounts to 47 gallons,
2 qgts., 1 gill more than was returned as
in store, in the Quarter ending 30th
Mar.1860. The only way I can account
for this surplus is that I have found a
copper  guage, with which we have
measured the oil for some months past,
to be incorrect, is one of the causes.
The other, there was a greater quantity
of drippings on hand than I was aware
of. This dirty oil, I have strained and
used with 77 gallons, 2 qts. 1 pt. ]
gill, that remained after shipment of
the 70 gallons per Pride of the Sea,
making the consumption of oil from 1st
Apr. to 10th June 125 Gall. 1 pt.

By the above statement, it will be
seen that the expenditure of 0il at this
station 1is very little, if any over, the
guantity allowed as per "Book
Instructions”. John Scollan

No.80  July 16, 1860, Chas. S. Boggs: I
have finished painting, puttying and
glazing the lantern, interior and
exterior, also repainted the woodwork of
the house. I think there is no danger

of the of the
leaking.
I would most respectfully call your

attention to the condition of the

seams tower or glazing

cooking  stove, the bottom plate is
broken in two parts, and one joint of
the pipe 1is worn out, so that it smokes

the interior of the house and already
has tarnished the paint-work and white-
wash, and ascends into the tower and
smokes the lens. Furthermore, I am in
dread that the house will catch fire
from it. John Scollan

Aug.18, 1860 Chas. S.
U.S.Navy I beg leave to call vyour
attention to the following, and at the
same time respectfully to request that
(if on perusing the same it should meet
with your approbation) to forward it to
the Light House Board.

In the course of my experience as
Light House Keeper at Point Concepcion,
it has not only occurred to me but has
been forced upon  my notice, and
disagreeably 1impressed on my mind, that
in so isolated a position as Point
Concepcion, the Keeper would, and does,
absolutely require to be empowered from
the Light House Board with authority to
discharge at once and without delay any
employee who may become disatisfied,
insubordinate or disobedient and
neglectful of expressed order, as during
the considerable time which necessarily
elapses before replies or instructions
can be received from the superintendent,
much prejudice 1is apt to accrue to the
service 1in the meantime. Furthermore I
most respectfully request that the
principal Keeper at this Station be
allowed to select his Assists. in
conformity with Sec. or Art. 100 of the
Light House Instructions. John Scollan

Boggs, Comm.

No.82 {Same day,
Since the withdrawal

also to Boggs:}
of the provisions

allowance on the 30th June, 1859, I find
it almost impossible to procure
Assistants who are qualified for the
Light House service at the rate of
salaries now paid; which 1is $500 for
each assistant per annum, making no

difference between that of the 1st Asst.
and the 3rd Asst. This in my opinion is
wrong and its bad effects have been
clearly manifested on many occasions

since the reduction of the salaries, as
now there 1is no incentive for a man to
perform a duty he is not paid for. I



would most respectfully recommend that
the provision allowance be restored and
as an act of Justice that in addition
the salary of the Ist Asst. be increased
to at least $600 per Annum.

1 feel certain that if the provisions
be restored it would be to the interests
of the service, particularly at this
isolated station. I feel it to be my
duty to call your attention to this
subject for the following reasons, Viz:
ist: it is all important that the
Government should have at this Station
good and reliable men, who, after being
instructed 1in their duties, would feel
an interest in remaining; whereas now it
is quite the reverse, and has been so
ever since the 30th June, 1859. Since
then to the present time four Assts.
have left the station. The present
employees  will leave on the first
occasion that may offer. These frequent
changes are  very injurious to the
service in two points of view. First it
obstructs the regular performance of the
daily duties, as it requires three
months at least before a new man knows
his duty, then again it makes a drudge
of the Principal Keeper.

Secondly and in a moral point of
view, it gives an unfavorable impression
to the community in regard to the
service, also, those men who become
dissatisfied are not contented with
going away themselves, but try and
induce others to do the same and
generally committing gross acts of
insubordination; the fact is that men of
good moral character, fit to discharge
the duties, will not take employment at
the rate now paid, or when they do,

8

days lost to the
necessary absence of employees to obtain
provisions, between Oct. 13, 1859 and 23

after one or two quarters and just as
they become useful, finding the salary
insufficient, on
difficulty 1in obtaining provisions owing
to the exorbitant price (and the road
being very bad) they take their
departure, the distance from the Light
House to Santa Barbara being sixty
miles.

account of the

The following shows the number of
service by the

July, 1860:

A.M. Quimby, lst Asst. absent days 5
J. Romero 2nd Asst. 6
A.M. Quimby 1st Asst. 7
J. Romero 2nd Asst. 8
A.M. Quimby 1st 10
J. Genissieu 3rd 4
A.M. Quimby 1st 5
J. Romero 2nd 9

total number of absent days 54

{John Scollan}

To be continued in Legacy No. 58
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