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POINT CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE - PART II 
John Scollan wrote the "Copies of 

Public Letters Sent" from the Point Con-
cepcion Lighthouse while he was keeper 
there from 1857 until sometime in 1863. 
Copies of the letters, edited by Myra 
Manfrina, were the subJect of Legacy No. 
55, and continue in Legacy No. 56, and 
subsequent issues of Lompoc Legacy. 

John Scollan may have taken the 
position of Lighthouse keeper at 
isolated Point Concepcion to gain some 
respectability. Apparently he came to 
Santa Barbara in 1851, to join his old 
friend Jack Powers in Califor.nia's law-
less period. They were both ex-volun-
teers from Col. Stevenson's New York Reg-
iment. Powers had been in Co. G and was 
transfered to Co. F which "guarded" 
Santa Barbara after Fremont's band had 
recaptured it. Scollan remained in Co. 
G in Los Angeles. Soon after he joined 
Powers' gang, John Scollan shot and kil-
led Deputy Sheriff George Heavey. Sco-
llan claimed self defense, because Hea-
vey had made threats against his life. 
He went free. For three more years Pow-
ers' gang kept Santa Barbara in turmoi 1 
w1th attempts at land grabbing, killings 
and pitched gun battles. Scollan was 
again acquitted with Powers and other 
henchmen over a killing by Pat Dunne, an-
other gang member, in the Spring of 
1853. The gang began• to break up and 
some of these Irishmen from New York be-
came a part of the "Americanization" of 
California. 

Meanwhile in Lompoc Valley. , 

The Point Concepcion lighthouse lens 
system was still on its way from France 
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when Thomas Wallace More, a wily Scots-
man, purchased nearby Rancho Lompoc from 
the Carrillo family in 1855. (T.W. More 
had the dubious distinction of loaning 
Jack Powers $1000.00 back in 1853 . . .  i 
More purchased the Sespe Rancho. also 
from members of the Carril le family in 
1854. He had amassed his wealth by sel-
ling Central California cattle to the 
hungry 80,000 gold miners in the gold 
fields. 

Another event took place in Lompoc 
Valley in 1855. Josepha Malo was born 
at La Purisima Mission May 31, 1855. Jo-
sepha's father was Ramon Malo, owner of 
the Santa Rita Rancho, over the hill 
east of the Mission. Ramon Malo had 
married Lugardia Cota from the nearby 
Santa Rosa Rancho. Juan Temple (John 
Temple), wealthy American, founder of 
Temple City, had married Lugardia Cota's 
sister, so when he purchased La Puris7ma 
Mission after its secularization, it was 
only to provide a "home" for his sister-
in-law's family. Lompoc Rancho had an 
adobe ranch house at the mouth of 
Miguelita Canyon and there was the Cota 
adobe on the Santa Rosa, but there never 
was an adobe built on the Santa Rita 
Rancho. 

Ramon Malo took up residence at La 
Purisima Mission. Josepha Malo recalled 
there were still some Indians left at 
the Mission when she was a child. 
Padres from Santa Ynez would come to 
attend to them on occasion. Padre Joa-
quin Bot taught the Malo children Span-
ish. 

The 
Mission 

Franciscan 
from its 

Fathers 
proximity 

named the 
to Point 



Concepcion. As fate would have it, the 
Spanish exolorer. Cabrillo, rounded the 
Point or- the Saint day of "La Concepc1on 
Pur·isirna de Maria Santisirna·· (The Immac-
ulate Conceotion of our Blessed Holy 
Maryl. 

Lighthouse keeper John Scollan's 
1 ette:s continue: 

No.19 Dec. 31, 1857, to I.F. Stephens 
I have the honor to report to you the 
state and condition of the house, 
lantern. apparatus, clock movement. 
tools and supplies. The house is in 
go d condition with the exception of the 
front door. It is so light and so much 
shrur.ker., that in rainy weather the rain 
::,m.:rs in and floods the floor. I have 

to keep it shut all the time and caulked 
with rags, to prevent the rain and sand 
from b1owing into the house. also the 
fastenings are insufficient. I have to 
keep a brace across the top to prevent 
its being blown open. The lantern, 
apparatus, clock movement, tools, 
supplies and accessories are all in good 
condition. Since my last report I have 
had the front yard graded and a brick 
walk made from the door step to the yard 
gate. 

On the night of the 24th we had a 
very severe gale from the SE which 
carried away part of a fan of the 
windmill and partly levelled the S.E.end 
of the fence and broke one of the 
fastenings that held the window shutter 
open. (John Scollan, Keeper) 
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This 1965 view shows 
the Point Concepcion 
LiQhthouse where it was 
constructed on the 
lower level in 1881. 
The lighthouse was on 
top of the mesa near 
the residence structure 
when John Scollan was 
keeper. 

It is apparent that 
gathering wood for 
personal warmth and 

'"' cooking was a serious 
problem as John Scollan 
described it in letter 
No. 6 in Legacy No. 55. 

Lighthouses, by their 
very nature, are lonely 
places and the keePer 

his assistants at 
' Pt. Concepcion must 
have felt they were at 
the very end of the 
world! 



1858 
No. 20. Point Concepcion Light House, 
Jan. 2nd. 1858 to I. F. Stephens, Esq. 
Act. Supt. of Lights. Mr. U. E. 
Goodale. 3rd Assistant left here this 
day. His leaving at the present time 
will be very injurious to the interest 
of this station as there is only the 1st 
Assistant and myself here, for as yet no 
successor to Mr. Lynam has arrived. How 
long I may be able to ehibit the light 
under the present state of things I know 
not. It is very annoying that after a 
man has been here sufficiently long to 
know his duties and be useful that he is 
forced to resign. It is not only hard 
on the keeper, but it retards the proper 
performance of the necessary daily 
duties of the station. 

If in your power, it would be to the 
benefit of the Light House to have Mr. 
Goodale return here immediately. If you 
send persons that have to be taught 
their duty, a month at the least must 
elapse after their arrival before they 
can acquire the knowledge necessary to 
be entrusted to take their watch alone. 
I am well aware that you are in no way 
to blame for the present difficulty and 
so is Mr. Goodale, but I hope you will 
do all in your power to relieve me from 
my present embarrassment. {J.Scollan} 

No.21 to Mr. Hartman Bache: {Re 
Goodale} He left in consequence of a 
letter from Mr. I. F. Stephens, Dep. 
Collector at San Pedro, informing him 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had 
fixed his salary at $400.00 per Annum. 
I am now with one Assistant, Mr. 
Millhouse, trying to perform the duties 
of exhibiting the light as usual, which 
we have done so far, but if assistance 
does not soon arrive, I fear we will not 
be able to hold out much longer, as the 
nights are 14 1/2 hours long. 

I need not tell you how harassing it 
is to be on duty half the night and then 
have to perform the necessary daily 
duties; ... we have no time to rest. If 
authorised, I could get a man to assist 
for a month or more at a rate of Salary 
not exceeding $500.00 per Annum. I 
assure you it would be very painful to 
me to have to diminish the hours of 
exhibiting the light, but if assistance 
does not soon arrive, I fear I shall be 
compelled to do so. We will hold out as 
long as possible. {John Scollan} 
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No. 22 Jan.30, 1858 to Hartman Bache,: 
The orders of L. Carrillo and L. 
Martinez are made payable to H. B. Blake 
or order and have been placed in his 
hands for collection. {more here on Mr. 
Goodale's leaving} On the 8th Inst. I
forwarded to your office by Capt. Hiller 
of the Schooner "Anno" the hand lamp 
that you requested. 

Mr. Sandgren's views in relation to 
cementing around the bell house with 
Asphaltum is the very thing that is 
needed and if the front yard be included 
it would be to the benefit of the house. 
(John Scollan, Keeper) 

No. 23, Feb. 6, 1858 to John G. 
Downey, Esq. Co 11 ector and Sup. of 
Lights: Mr. Goodale has not returned. 
Since the 2nd I have, with the 
assistance of Mr. Millhouse. 1st 
Assist.. successfully exhibited the 
light up to the present time. but I fear 
before this reaches you, I will be 
obli:ged to diminish the hours of 
exhibition, as we are completely 
exhausted with the nightly labors we 
have passed through. 
We .. expect under your superintendance, 

the salaries of the Employees at this 
station will in future be paid with 
regularity and we will not be subject 
to any more express risk and changes, 
which we have had to submit to ever 
since the establishment of this light. 

Your contemplated visit to this 
station I look for with much pleasure. 
On the 23rd a man who called himself 
Wm. McDermott arrived here, he says that 
he is acquainted with you and expected 
to meet you at this place. His object 
in coming here is to get the appointment 
of 2nd Assistant. I could not permit 
him to enter on the duty of an assistant 
without your written authority, but what 
I see of the man since his arrival, I 
think he will not answer for an 
assistant keeper, he appearing in 
disposition and habits to be unfit for 
this service. {J. Scollan} 

No.24, Feb. 
the 11th 
landed the 
Lighthouse, 
enclosed. 

17, 1858, Hartman Bache: On 
the Schooner "S.D.Bailey" 
box with the articles for the 

the receipts whereof are 

In complyance with your desire I will 
commence the record, from the time I 
entered on duty as keeper. I call your 
attention to the Sleeping? drum that the 



motive weight descends into. It is too 
small. When the weight enters "it is 
chequed in the descent and caused a 
sudden shock to the clock movement, 
often causing the machinery to stop. 

It gives me pleasure to report to you 
that the light has not been suspended, 
except on the 9th, and then only from 2 
o'clock A.M. but the sacrifices we have 
made to keep the light going for forty 
five consecutive nights are more than I 
can describe. 

On the 9th a 2nd Assistant arrived: 
Juan Francisco Guirado, a native 
Californian. (John Scollan) 

No. 25, Feb. 22, 1858, John G. Downey, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter under date of the 
20th Ult, which I received on the 9th 
Inst. by the hands of Mr. John F. 
Guirado, the newly appointed 2nd 
Assistant. I am much pleased with Mr. 
Guirado and I believe he will made an 
efficient assistant. He appears very 
anxious to learn his duty and is very 
agreeable. I regret very much that Mr. 
Goodale could not be induced to return, 
as he proved to be an efficient and 
trustworthy man. 

We are pleased to hear that under 
your administration there is a hope that 
the salaries of the employees at this 
station will be paid with regularity for 
the future. {J. Scollan} 

No. 26, Mar. 15, 1858, Hartman Bache, 
About two weeks ago a ball-pin broke 
belonging to the clock-work movement, 
which I send to your office by Mr. H. B. 
Blake, so that a new one may be made. I 
would suggest that there be two pins 
made in case that a like accident occur 
again ... Enclosed is a requisition for 
articles that are necessary; to be 
forwarded at as early a day as 
convenient, particularly the service 
lamp wick, as there is only 28 3/4 yards 
on hand. (John Scollan, Keeper) P.S. 
As yet no sale of Casks or Barrels  

No.27 Apr. l, 1858, John G. Downey, 
I have the honor to report to you that 
in conformity with your instructions of 
the 8th I have succeeded in finding a 
person to fill the vacancy of 3rd 
Assistant ... R. G. Rees. I can recommend 
him with confidence as a fit and 
suitable person for the position. But 
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there are two conditions on which he 
consented to accept, first that there is 
every hope that at an early day the 
salary will be increased, or if not he 
will remain for one quarter. Second, 
that his appointment bears date from 
this day, as he has entered on duty. 

To the first condition, I assured him 
that it was my belief, that the salary 
would be increased at an early day, As 
to the second, I told him I would 
request you to make out his appointment. 
bearing date 1st Apr. which I hope you 
will be so kind as to do. 

Mr. Guirado is in good health and 
pursuing his duty steadily. {J.S.} 

No.28 Apr. 25, 1858, Hartman Bache, 
Esq. Sir: Your letters of the 9th, 25th 
and 29th, {I received by} Captain N. 
Hiller, Schooner "S. D. Bailey" All 
the articles in the bills of lading are 
received. The copper gutter is jammed 
out of shape and nearly in two parts. 
The ticking has the four outside folds 
damaged with holes or tears in five 
parts of each fold, making 176 inches 
unfit for use except by patching the 
torn parts. I called Captain Hiller's 
attention to the state of the leader, 
spout and ticking. He said he felt 
entirely blameless in the matter, that 
the articles damaged were not properly 
prepared for shipment. There only 
arrived two holdfasts, to secure the 
copper leader, there should be at least 
four. I do not consider it safe to put 
it up with a less number. For the 
spout there arrived no fastening, the 
Captain said only received the two he 
delivered to me with the ball and two 
pins. 

I will do all I can to have the 
curtains made in the best possible 
manner. There •is no tailor at the 
Point, but there is one at Jalama with 
whom I will try to make an arrangement. 

In regard to the prov1s1ons, the 
first quarter commenced July, 1857 for 
the two assistants and myself ending 30 
Sep. Mr. Goodale, 3rd Asst. arrived in 
the morning of 26 July. I received a 
pro-rata allowance of provisions on the 
27th for the quarter ending 30th Sep., 
whereas he commenced on the 26th, not 
the 27th, making one days difference in 
the consumption. Mr. B. Lynam resigned 
on 14 Oct., the 1st month of the 2nd 
quarter, leaving 72 days allowance at 



the station. Mr. Goodale, 3rd Asst. 
left on 2 January, 1858, so that he left 
in the 2nd day of the 3rd quarter, 
leaving 80 days allowance. 

J.F. Guirado, 2nd Asst. arrived on 9 
Feb.1858, consuming to l Mar. 19 days 
rations, in March 31 days rations to 
April 25th inclusive, total 75 days. 
R.J. Rees, 3rd Asst. arrived on the 1st 
consumed to date inclusive 25 days 
rat ions. 

In reference to the descent of the 
motive weight into the hollow column, 
due care is taken that it is not allowed 
to stop in the descent. As to fixing 
the fly wheel, you wi 11 see by the 
enclosed notice that accompanied it, why 
I did not make the attempt. 

I would most respectfully call your 
attention to a great annoyance we have 
to suffer. In regard to the mode in 
which the hammer that strikes the bell 
is connected with the arm of the 
machinery. Mr. Sandgren attached each 
end like a hook, the hook ends to the 
hammer and arm, by thongs of rawhide, 
the wire rod has broken frequently, as 
also the rawhide thongs, causing many 
interruptions to the regular sounding of 
the be 11. It has often occurred in the 
night, causing much delay and trouble to 
get it property adjusted for striking. 
I would suggest a chain be provided to 
connect the hammer to the machinery, 
such as it is represented by the 
enclosed diagram, with a nut screw on 
the ends of the bolts that go through 
the eyes, so that the chain can be 
lengthened or shortened as required. 
The length of chain 55 inches, thickness 
of the hammer handle 7/8 of an inch. 

March 3rd blowing a gale that broke 
the rope band of the windmill, so that 
it cannot be made to serve again, also 
three of the fans were shattered by the 
gale. Sunday, Mar. 13th the front 
fence was blown down in a gale from the 
S.E., the second time it has been blown 
down this season. It has been put up in 
the best way we could, but that is only 
temporary. It will be necessary to send 
boards to repair breaches 15 feet in 
length and 12 in height and 63 feet for 
a top rail, with a sufficient quantity 
of nails, as there are none of the right 
size at the station. 

I would respectfully remind you about 
the application I made on a previous 
occasion in regard to the want of a 
cooking stove. Since then to the 
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present time we have been compelled to 
send our flour rations a distance of 5 
miles, to be made into bread, at a cost 
of 75 a man per month. I think you will 
admit it is a very bad state of things 
at such an isolated station as this. 
Now, literally, we have no stove, no 
boiler to heat water to scrub, wash or 
make whitewash, and as far as cooking 
that is out of the question. 

I had much difficulty in getting the 
stores Feb. 11th hau 1 ed to the 1 i ght 
house. I had to go to Jalama to solicit 
L. Martinez to do the hauling. After
much supplication he hauled the stores 
of Feb. 11 for $4 and those received on
the 19th for $5. 

What I meant by two hair pencils was 
two such brushes as you sent for 
painting the frame of the lens. {J.S.} 

No.29, July 12, 1858, Hartman Bache, 
There are four keepers here and have 
been since the 1st last April .... 

I have had the color of the lantern 
frame and the light room changed from 
green to white, also the outside of the 
tower has been repainted and the 
woodwork retouched. The house and 
accessories have been retouched. As yet 
I have not been able to make the new 
curtains in consequence of being 
employed in painting, but I hope before 
the end of the quarter to have them made 
and hung. 

Enclosed is a requisition for Oil and 
some articles which are necessary. You 
will please send the Oil at your 
earliest convenience. {John Scollan} 

Aug. 26. 1858; to MaJ. Bache: re No.30 
b i  1"I 
o i l and 

of lading and receipts for 17 casks 
six bottle brushes, 4 aprons for 
and a piece of blue taoe. Also keeoers 

a b i  11 
done for 

of Leandro Martinez for hauling
the li hthouse. 

No.31 Oct.6, 1858,Hartman Bache, Esq. 
Sir: (He rec'd his Sep. 17th letter on 
27 Sep., bill and abstracts) Mr. Rees. 
3rd Assistant. 1 eft on the 3rd of Oct. 
because of insufficiency of salarv. 
In conformity with vour instructions I 

have sold 18 Oil Casks at $2.00 each and 
25 Oil Barrels at 40 cents each. I hold
$48.50 subJect to your order. Firewood
will not hold out to Dec. next. On the 
1st there was only 6/8 of a Cord on hand 
and it has been used in the most 
economical manner. I have not permitted 



the pieces of bark to be wasted. I 
enclose receipt for 17 Casks Oil. The 
envelopes furnished for the use of the 
station are too smal 1 to enclose the 
quarterly returns. {John Scollan} 

No.32 Oct.20,18:,8, Hartman Bache: {he 
rec'd Bache's Sep.30 letter on 9 Oct. by 
Captain Morton of the brig Boston, with 
a bill of lading for 14 packages of 
provisions, and paper work}. Enclosed 
are the signed receipts for the supplies 
received, also the signed vouchers of 
Leandro Martinez .... The new curtains are 
made and answer very well. The number 
of yards consumed: The lantern 9 
breadths. or 57 yards: the lens and hood 
for the cone 28 1/3 yards, total no. of 
vards 85 1/3 yards. iJohn Scollan} 

No.33 Nov.26, 1858, Maj. Bache: 
I have had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 27th in which you call 
for an explanation {for} "extraordinary 
expenditure of Oil at this station." 
During the past three quarters, the 
entire waste of Oil cannot amount to a 
quart. It would have been impossible to 
keep the flame at the required height 
with a less quantity of Oil then has 
been consumed. According to a schedule 
which I have at the lighthouse ... the 
allowance of Oil for this light is one 
pound, ten ounces and seven and three 
fourths pennyweight per hour. The 
quantity consumed in the months of June 
and December is less than the 
allowance. Enclosed I transmit the 
calculation referred to .... L. Martinez
of Jalama, six miles from this, will 
furnish sound Oakwood at $10.00 per 
cord. {John Seo 11 an, Keeper} 

No.34 Dec.18,1858 Hartman Bache: .. In 
reply to your favor of 14th Oct., I have 
to offer the following explanations: 1st 
Quarter, please take the quantity of Oil 
consumed as it adds up, viz 65 gallons, 
3 quarts, l pint and l half pint, the 
other figures commencing 66 galls .... are 
a miscalculation. The quantity of wood 
was 4 5/8 cords, the other figures being 
a mistake in writing. 2nd Quarter: the 
Quantity of Oil consumed in lamps is 
correct as it adds up viz 49 galls. 3 
quarts, l pint, l half pint and one
gill. I find on making another 
calculation that the quantity of Oil 
expended was as stated 14/32 gall. The 
reason that I did not notice the pump 
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lamps or place them on the return was 
that I found them entirelv useless and 
intended to make a note of it under the 
head of remarks but overlooked it. The 
Ink remaining on hand was 3/16. 
Annual return: One Drip pan reported 

should have been 2. Oil carriers mean 
the same as Copper buckets. The fans of 
the windmill being broken and its entire 
uselessness caused me to omit mentioning 
it; the matches referred to were all 
used, of the matches last received there 
remain two dozen boxes. The postage 
stamps have all been expended over 6 
months since, the original number 
received was 60. Of the brown linen, 
part has been used up and that which 
remains is in use. {J. Scollan} 

No.35 18 Dec. 1858, Hartman Bache: Your 
favor of the 26th Ult. announcing the 
appointment of Commander John De Camp, 
USN as Light House Inspector of the 
District is duly received. 

In a conversation held with Mr. Downey 
on his recent visit here, on the subject 
of six months back salary, from 1st 
July, 1857 to 31st Dec. 57, due to 1st. 
Asst. Millhouse. and myself, he stated, 
much to my surprise, that in a late 
conversation held with you in San 
Francisco, you told him there was not 
one cent of back salary owing to us, yet 
in a letter from Mr. Downey of the 20th 
Jan. 1858 he says that "Major Bache 
informed me that Mr. Goodale's salary is 
waiting his order in San Francisco as 
also that of yours". If such is the 
case that you are in funds to pay us the 
above back salary, we should be greatly 
obliged, by being paid as soon as 
convenient, otherwise please inform us 
who we are to apply to as we stand in 
great need of it. {J.S.} 

1859 
No.36 Jan.9,1859, John G. Downey, Esq., 
Collector & Superintendent of Lights, 
District, San Pedro: I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th which I received this 
instant, the contents are made known to 
the assistants. You will see by the 
enclosed back of envelope why your 
letter was not received at an earlier 
date. I will take the first opportunity 
to inform Mr. Boyer of his appointment 
and wage him to use all dispatch in 
repairing to the station. {J.S.} 



No. 37, Jan. 10, 1859. Hon. John 
G.Downey: I report as follows:

John Scollan. Principal Keeper, Salary
$1000.00 per annum. Appointed Jan. 1. 
1857, place of birth Ireland. 
Wm. Mclauqhlin, 1st Assistant, Salary 

$650.00 per Annum, apoointed Jan. l, 
1859, birthplace, Ireland. 
Mr. Sidney lemon, 3rd Assistant. Salary 

$400.00 per Annum. appointed Oct. 10th 
1858, place of birth Enqland. All of 
the above are citizens of the United 
States . 

.. .. call your attention to the fact 
of our being entirely without sup-
plies, the time for receiving our 
rations having expired on the 21st 
Dec.. We are also suffering for fuel 
and should feel obliged if you would 
notify the Inspector of those 
circumstances. I John Seo 11 an, Keeper l 

No.s 38-39 are missing, pages torn out. 

No.40 18 Feb. 1859, Hartman Bache: 
! .. send you two other sets of Fog Bell
reports, the total time adds up 103 h 56 
rn. for the month of July. Monday, Aug. 
2nd the time is 5 h 27 m, , and Sunday 
29th Aug .. 6 h 18 rn; total time for 
August 36 h 9 m ..... . 

I have no means of asertaining which is 
Spring Oil and which winter Oil, The 
receipts sent to me to sign do not 
specify the different kinds. I have 
recalculated the Oil expended "this 
quarter" and cannot make it out to be 
more or less than 172 17/32 gallons. 
The tape shall be entered on the next 

quarterly return and the aprons on the 
next annual. I have given Mr. Russel a 
receipt for one hoe with other articles, 
but on looking them over find there was 
no hoe left here. {J.S.} 

No.41 Feb. 15, 1859 
Enclosed are my signed 
quarters salary, which 
pay to my son Eugene on 
of my order. 

Hartman Bache: 
vouchers for two 
you will please 

the presentation 

....... my time has been greatly occupied 
owing to the presence of Mr. Russel and 
his men, besides which I have two new 
assistant keepers, who I have to 
instruct in the duties of their office. 
(J.Scollanl 

No.42 
Esq., 
remind 

Mar. 7, 1859 to John De Camp, 
Comm. U.S. Navy Sir: I write to 
you that I forwarded the returns 
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for the last quarter (ending 31st Dec. 
1858) and at the same time sent a 
requisition for various stores needed. 
especiallv Sperm Oil. None having yet 
arrived, I am extremelv aporehensive 
that I shall be left without Oil. as the 
stock is very low. not more than ten 
nights consumption remaining at this 
time in the Light House. 

P.S. Please omit the ladder in the 
requisition, as Mr. Russel left one here 
and add to the list of medicines some 
Senna. {John Scollan, Keeper} 

No. 42 Mar. 24, 1859, John Van de Camp: 
I shall have to discontinue exhibiting 
the light at this station, but a very 
few nights supply of Oil remaining on 
hand. I would have been exhausted 
before this, but that I reduced the 
nightly expenditure of Oil by 
diminishing the size of the flame to a 
height lower than that ordered in the 
L.H. Book of Instructions. 

I sent a requisition to your office 
on the 22nd January for Oil and other 
stores and fuel, besides which being 
uneasy at their non-arrival I wrote you 
again on the 7th Mar. . . . . great 
discontent exists among the employees 
here in consequence of the non-arrival 
of the provisions due the 3rd Dec. 1858. 

The only way I could prevent their 
leaving in a body was by making 
occasional purchases of provisions and 
fuel at the nearest place I could find 
any, for which I had to disburse from mv 
own pocket at exorbitant prices. 

I wi11 send the bills when I send 
returns. There is a ranchero near here 
named L. Martinez who offers to supply 
good fire wood at $10 per cord. 

Mr. Downey {notified me} that 
the provision allowance would be 
withdrawn on the 30 June. I {told} the 
assistants and my opinion is that they 
w i 11 a 11 1 eave in consequence, as they 
already complain of the smallness of 
their salaries, even with the allowance, 
the isolated position of the place, 
making it almost impossible for them to 
procure a regular supply of anything. I 
will add that men of character, or who 
are fit to be entrusted with the duties 
of the position cannot be had at the 
present rate of salaries and would 
respectfully suggest that the salaries 
(especially of the 3rd assistant) be 
raised. {John Scollan} 



No. 44, Mar. 24, 1859, John G. Downey: 
{letter asking for Oil again, since he 
has not rec'd any, or any supplies, nor 
has he rec'd a reply to his requests and 
says he will have to reduce the size of 
the light to make the stock last longer. 
His prov1s1ons written for last 
Jan., 1859, and fuel due Dec. 3, 1858, 
have not arrived.} 

Mr. William Boyer, 2nd Assistant, 
arrived here and entered on duty on the 
9th February (John Scollan) 
P.S. I take this opportunity to inform 
you I shall be in Santa Barbara on or 
about the 10th April with the signed 
Vouchers of the assistants and myself 
for the amount of salary due me from the 
1st Oct. 1858 to the 31st Mar. 1859, 
also those due the other keepers, viz: 
John Scollan, keeper two quarters salary 
$500.00; Wm. McLaughlin, 1st Assistant, 
one quarter 162.50; Wm. Boyer, 2nd 
Asst. Feb.9 to Mar. 31, $71.00: S. 
Lemon, 3rd Asst. Oct. 10, 1858 to Mar. 
31, 1859 $191.95; total $925.45. 

No. 45 Apr. 1, 1859, John Van de Camp: 
I send a quotation from a letter rec,d 
from Mr. Downey under date of the 6th 
Dec, 1858 by which you will perceive 
that we were led to expect rations and 
fuel for the six months from the 1st 
January to the 30th June 1859 under 
which expectation only the assistants 
consented to remain. 

"I have been directed by the 
secretary of the light house board to 
inform you and your assistants that from 
and after the 30th day of June, 1859 
that no prov1s1ons of rations will be 
al lowed by the government." 
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In a letter from Major Bache dated 
Oct. 14, 1858, he asks "How can the 
station be furnished with a supply of 
wood on the most favorable terms? I 
propose to order six cords of 128 Cubic 
feet". 

I am thus urgent on this subject 
being apprehensive of being left 
entirely alone here, the assistants 
having all stated their intention to 
resign. {John Scollan} 

No. 46 l st Apr. 1859 John De Camp: 
Sir: Enclosed please find account of 
stores consumed with time of exhibiting 
light also fog bell returns for Jan., 
Feb. and Mar., 1859. {also a requisition 
for stores required and a receipt for 
Sperm Oil received. { J .  Seo l lan} 

To be continued 

in Legacy No. 57 

LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by 
the LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
Inc., P. 0. Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438. 

Single Copies ....................... $1.00 

Subscription rates: 
Historical Society Members .. $2.00 per year 

Non-Members ................. $3.00 per year 

President ........ Dennis Headrick, 736-3000 

Edited by .......... Vance Newcomb, 736-3031 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No. 16 
Lompoc, CA 93436 




