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QUARTERLY BULLETIN 

No. 55 A POINT OF LIGHT AUTUMN 1987 

POINT CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE - PART I 
POINT CONCEPCION BEGINNINGS 

The war ended with Mexico in 1848 and 
California became U.S. Territory. Three 
steamships were being sailed around the 
Horn to function as the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company in a venture that was 
supposed to take years to break even fin-
ancially. Then gold was discovered and 
many ships came from the east carrying 
'49ers. 

The S.S. Edith ran aground just south 
of Point Arguello, near Point Concepcion 
in April, 1849. The famous Yankee Blade 
ran onto the rocks at Pt. Arguello Sept. 
30, 1854. It was sailing from San Fran-
cisco to Panama with 1200 passengers and 
over $153,000 in gold bullion. 

Eight lighthouses were contracted to 
be built along the rugged California 
coastline within two years after state-
hood was voted in 1850. The two men 
with the construction contract had 
finally worked their way to the central 
coast after two years and the lighthouse 
at Point Concepcion was built in 1854. 
Materials for the structure were shipped 
from San Francisco and were landed in 
the surf at Cojo Bay, south of the 
point. The lumber, bricks, etc., were 
then hauled by wagons to the cliff-top 
site selected for the light. 

A one and a half story wooden build-
ing was fashioned with a brick tower con-
structed on top of it. Government 
Inspector Major Hartman Bache found it 
to be of inferior workmanship. Also, 
the wind had sand-blasted much of the 
mortar from the bricks, and the tower 
was not big enough to accomodate the 
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light which was yet to arrive from 
France. The contractors had to rebuild 
it before they received their payment. 

The Government ordered George Park-
inson to the point to be the first 
keeper, even though there was no light 
as yet, and he had no duties to perform, 
and had to go without pay for most of 
that year. When Parkinson arrived he 
found the building occupied by friendly 
Chumash Indian hunters. They left peace-
ably when the keeper ordered them to do 
so. 

An article in the July 25, 1855, 
Santa Barbara Gazette reported the 
lights were ordered from France and that 
Point Concepcion lighthouse needed a 
bell. It was also stated that the build-
ing suffered from shoddy workmanship. 
An editorial in the same issue mentioned 
the loss of ships. 

When the $65,000 light arrived from 
Paris, France, in Sept., 1855, where it 
had been made by a glassmaker, it was 
sent ashore at Cojo from the schooner 
General Pierce. Some of the lens was 
lost and other parts damaged by the salt 
water in the operation, but workman man-
aged to salvage the pieces and put them 
together. It took them almost six 
months to do it and the project was 
completed Feb. l, 1856. Two weeks later 
a sighting was reported by a ship 42 
miles at sea. 

An earthquake damaged a corner of the 
building and put some cracks in the 
tower, but repairs waited until 1881 
when the lighthouse officials decided to 
move the light to a lower level from the 
clifftop. There it could be seen more 



er 
f< 
ti 
ct, 
a 
g 
e 
C 
f 

< 

readily due to almost constant fog at 
the upper level. {One source says it 
was moved 7 years later, but most of the 
reports say it was in 1881.} 

On the original site they built 
houses for the keepers, plus one house 
next to the lighthouse, and most of the 
other buildings were also on the lower 
level. 

Due to the lateness of getting the 
light going, a Fog Bell was placed on 
the point in 1856 - a large, 5000 pound 
bell which was to warn all navigators 
within several miles, of the treacherous 
point. 

Keepers made daily records and 
monthly reports of the weather and ships 
passing. 

LETTERS -RE: 
POINT CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE 

Edited by Myra Mantrina 

These letters were in a record book 
given to the Lompoc Valley Histonca·1 
Society by Paul Austin, son of a Keeper 
of the Light, w, l liam Austin, 1908 to 
1917 era. The farni ly evidently took the 
booK with them when they went to Pt. 
Fermin Lighthouse. Paul gave it to the 
society in 1983. He died in 1987. 

The letters show the hardships suffered 
by the early keepers when the lighthouse 
was isolated from all civilization except 
for a few ranch hands on the Cojo and 
Hollister ranches. The nearest town to 
get supplies was Santa Barbara, except 
for ships that dropped off supplies and 
took their mail periodically. It was a 
lonely post in the 1850-74 era before 
Lompoc was founded. 

John Scollan 
the 1 i ght, so 
The first was 

was the third keeper of 
far as we can determine. 
George Parkinson in 1855, 

FOG BELL BEING HAULED TO PT. CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE 
IN 1856 BY HORSES ANO OXEN OVERLAND FROM COJO BAY. 
LIGHTHOUSE WAS THEN ON CLIFFTOP. REBUILT IN 1881 

FROM UNDER ALMOST CONSTANT FOG 

SKETCH WAS DONE BY MARIE HUYCK 

FROM A PAINTING BY LIGHTHOUSE 

INSPECTOR MAJOR HARTMAN BACHE 

IN THE 1860's. 

then a Mr. Meacham, then Scollan, 
beginning Jan. 1, 1857. 

John Scollan may have been an assist-
ant or temporary keeper in 1855. It was 
he who reported damage to the lighthouse 
to the Santa Barbara Gazette on 7 June, 
1855. He told ot a gale at Point Con-
cepcion that did the damage. 

Scollan must have left the service in 
1863 era. The man, a native of Ireland, 
where he was educated, had the most 
beautiful handwriting - making the book 
easy to read. The letters are his own 
record of correspondence - having no 
carbon paper, he had to write his letters 
twice, once for his record and again to 
send off. We copied one of the letters 
as it was written so that you readers may 
see how beautifully he wrote. The rest 
will be presented in an abreviated form. 
Every one of them had flowery 
salutations, beginnings and endings. The 
spellings are his. 

"POINT CONCEPCION LIGHTHOUSE, CAL:' 
"Copies of public letters sent." 

2 

1857 
{the letters in the book started with 
No. 3. Looked as if the first two had 
been torn out.} 
No.3 Point Concepcion Light House 
Feb. 23rd, 1857 to J. F. Stephens, Esq., 
Acting Superintendent of Lights, San 
Pedro , CA Si r: 

On the 18th inst. I had the honor to 
receive your communication of the 10th 
informing me that the Light House Board 
had authorized the purchase of a horse 
or mule suitable for the purpose of the 
Light-Keepers in hauling wood at this 
station. 

Such an arrangement is much needed, 
but the proposition of Mr. Meacham, late 
principal keeper, as to the keeping of 
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an animal for working purposes without 
any cost to the Government, the mode or 
way to do so, is a secret which he did 
not impart to me. I am ignorant of any 
other mode of keeping animals, other 
than the usual way of stabling and 
feeding; this I am not able to do at my 
expense. If an animal is provided at 
this station, and feed furnished. all 
that I can promise is that it will be 
taken good care of, and regularly 
groomed and fed. If the government will 
not find feed, I prefer to do as I have 
done, use my own animal, so long as we 
are allowed to gather wood on the 
rancho. 

The cart and harness spoken of, if 
Major Bache will send us a light cart 
and a medium sized set of harness, that 
is all I require without the animal, so 
that the expense of keeping or 
purchasing will be aleviated. 

I was aware of the proposal to keep 
an animal without cost to the government 
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and the private purposes, which formed 
the basis of the application, but as I 
entertain no such views, I most 
respectfully decline accepting the 
accomodation as proposed by W. Meacham. 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obd. Servt. 
John Scollan, Keeper 

{Maj. Hartman Bache was then the 
government inspector, described in one 
article as being "waspish". He drew 
several lighthouse drawings in the 
1850s, which are displayed in the 
National Archives.} 

No.4 Point Concepcion, Feb. 24, 1857 
J. F. Stephens. Sir: Yours of Jan. 28, 
Feb. 10 and a copy of Mr. Meacham's 
letter of Jan. 7 to Major Bache, I 
received on the 18th. In obedience to 
your wishes, I have the honor to report 
to you the present condition of things 
at this station. 



The house since I have been in 
charge, has been whitewashed throughout 
the interior, the floors scrubbed, all 
the paint work and windows washed, so 
that I can report the house perfectly 
clean, from the cellar to the attic. 
The lantern, apparatus, tools and 
implements, have all been cleaned and 
systematically arranged and are in good 
order. The apparatus is now in better 
running order than it ever was since its 
erection, its movement is perfectly free 
and its revolutions regular, and that 
with a diminution of about one third 
les? motive weight. 

All the wood work of the house is in 
need of being repainted. there is enough 
dry white paint on hand; all that is 
necessary is Linseed Oil. The ceiling 
of the room that is used as a kitchen is 
cracked near to the front wall and 
running parallel with it, nearly half 
the length of the room. The doors are 
all shrunk from the frames, so much so 
that they frequently fly open. This 
room smokes the interior of the house 
very much, and the lantern also. If 
some change could be made in regard to 
it, say by having a fire place in the 
back cellar or by providing a cooking 
range that could be placed in the cellar 
with a pipe coming up through the floor 
of the room above and entering the flue. 

The exterior of the house is defaced 
by the rain, in a great many places the 
white wash has washed off. One day last 
week during a heavy rain shower, and the 
wind from the South East, the roof 
leaked close alongside the tower, since 
then the leak has been stopped. The 
gutter on the front of the house is not 
level , it is much lower on the N. East 
corner than on the South West where the 
pipe is attached that leads into the 
cistern. We have tried to remedy the 
evil, but without success. 

John Scollan, Keeper 

No.5 Mar. 9, 1857, Hartman Bache, Sir: 
I report to you to you the practical 
results and labor of sounding the Fog 
Bell · at this station, for the following 
periods: Sat. Jan.24, A.M. Calm and 
Foggy for 14 consecutive hours, the bell 
sounding all the time. When the bell 
commenced sounding the machinery was 
wound up to its full height. It runs 7 
1/2 hours .and no longer. Then to keep 
the bel 1 sounding, it is necessary for 
one of the keepers to wind up the 
weight. To do this and keep the bell 
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one man constantly 
the reason that he 
turns of the chain on 

is paid out by the 

sounding it takes 
winding up, for 
cannot gain more 
the cylinder, than 
sounding of the bell. 

When the be 11 is not sounding it 
takes 540 turns of the handle to gain 
one turn of the chain on the cylinder. 
When the bell is sounding it takes 974 
turns of the handle to gain one turn of 
the cylinder of the chain. 

Sat., Jan. 31, 3 o'clock P.M. A thick 
fog, the bell sounding until midnight. 
Sun. Feb. l , 2 o' c 1 k. P. M. , ca 1 m and 
foggy, the bell sounding and continued 
unt i 1 Monday 2nd to 2 1/2 P.M. Wed. 11th 
A.M. calm and foggy, all afternoon, the
bell sounding. Thursday 12th 5 o'clk. 
P.M. a thick fog set in with wind fresh
from the S.E., the bell sounding. 
Friday 13th A.M. foggy, with rain from 
the S.E., the 15th the fog continued. 

Tues. 24th P.M. a thick fog, the bell 
sounding all night. Wed. 25th the fog 
continues with wind and rain. Thur. 26th 
thick weather. Sat. 28th calm and foggy, 
all afternoon and night, the bell sound-
ing. The labor and attention necessary 
for the efficient care of the fog bell 
required an extra man. I am pained to 
have to confess my inability to attend 
to the bell and the light. 

The windmill will not answer the pur-
pose it is intended for. I was obliged 
to do away with it, as it strained the 
machinery, the handle is too short, only 
five inches in length and inadequate to 
wind such a heavyweight. The assistants' 
refuse to do both duties, but are per-
fectly willing to either one or the 
other. I have no doubt, if you had been 
here for the last month and had seen the 
labor we have had, you would at once 
come to the conclusion that another man 
is essential. {John Scollan} 

No.6 Apr. 21, 1857 Hartman Bache: 
I would most respectfully call your 
attention to a great grievance we have 
to contend with at this station and that 
is the procuring of fuel. For some time 
past we have been obliged to go a 
distance of four or five miles to gather 
dead wood, which we find in the ravines 
in small quantities. We are not allowed 
to cut any on the rancho. And further-
more a cart or waggon cannot approach 
nearer than from a quarter to half a 
mile of the place where the wood is 
found. So the consequence is we have to 
carry it out of the ravines to the 



waggon. On the 9th Mr. Millhouse, first 
assistant, while carrying wood out of a 
deep ravine, fell and injured his back 
and one of his ancles, and has not yet 
entirely recovered from the effects. He 
has notified me that for the future he 
will not assist in procuring fuel and 
desires that I will make the same known 
to you. Mr. Lynam, 2nd Assistant, has 
given notice that he will not remain and 
one of the causes is the labour and 
expense attending the providing of 
fuel. The assistants complain of the 
unjustness of having to perform night 
duty on the same day that they have been 
out in the hills gathering wood and I 
assure you it is very trying to a man to 
be called up in the night, after being 
employed all day out doors picking up 
wood. At present I have a sufficiency 
of wood on hand for the next two months, 
after which I do not know how or where I 
can procure more. Fuel could be bought 
on the next ranch on reasonable terms, 
to be· delivered at the light house and 
about a Cord a month would be suff-
icient. 

It is my candid op1n1on that the 
Government would be the gainer by this 
arrangement, the time spent by the 
keepers in gathering fuel could be more 
usefully and profitably employed, about 
the house, lantern, apparatus and 
accessories. {John Scollan} 

No.7 June 27, 1857 J. F. Stephens, 
Esq., Acting Supt. of Lights, Sir: 

Mr. Millhouse received the papers 
that were intended for him. Mr. Lynam 
has been informed that his letters have 
been sent to the Light House Board. In 
regard to the rumor that the assistants 
were dissatisfied and talked of leaving 
the station, it is true. Their discon-
tent arose, firstly from the insuffici-
ency of their salaries, Secondly, non-
payment of the same at the proper time; 
Thirdly, having to perform labor that 
they think is altogether unconnected 
with the duties of Light Keepers, such 
as the providing of fuel and attendance 
on the Fog-Bell, and I must say that 
this extra labor interferes materially 
with the necessary duties of Light 
Keepers. 

I have the satisfaction to report to 
you that the second cause of discontent 
on the part of the assistants has been 
removed by the kindness of a friend, who 
loaned me some funds, with which I sup-
plied their necessary wants for the 
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present, and 
abandon the 
the light 
satisfied 

they have promised not to 
station until you hear from 

house board, so you may rest 
that the light will be, as it 

has been, 
that the 
for I do 
up. 

properly exhibited. I hope 
salaries may soon be expected, 
assure you, we are very hard 

It is my painful duty to report to 
you that Mr. B. Lynam, 2nd Assistant, 
left the Station on the 18th Inst. on a 
10 hours leave of absence and did not 
return until Monday the 21st Inst. Such 
a breach of discipline should not be 
tolerated but circumstanced as I am on 
his professing repentance, I had to 
permit him to resume his duties. {J.S.} 

No.8 July 5, 1857 to: Hartman Bache: 
Your letters of May 11th and June 16th I 
had the honor to receive from Captain 
Phillips on the 25th. I stated in my 
letter of April 9 that the Oil then on 
hand was much improved in appearance, due 
to its having settled or purified after 
the sea voyage. But I most respectfully 
dissent from the conclusion arrived at in 
your letters that an insufficient flow of 
Oil was the cause of the diminution of 
the light or charring the wick. The flow 
of Oil in January last, was regulated 
nightly in strict accordance with the 
directions and the gauges provided for 
the purpose. It is strange that the same 
regulated flow of Oil as that of January 
produces (since I commenced burning this 
Oil) a light that cannot be surpassed. 

{regarding the Windmill} I would 
suggest the doing away with the rope and 
substituting an India Rubber Band or any 
other kind of a band, that could be 
lengthened or shortened, as the state of 
the atmosphere would make it necessary. 
The friction of the rope on the small 
wheels on the shaft has polished them to 
such a degree that half the time when the 
mi 11 is in operation, the rope wi 11 not 
revolve with the wheels, and I am 
convinced that a band and square or flat 
grooves would be much better than the 
present mode. Should my views meet with 
your approval, the shaft on which the 
fans and small wheels are is 4 3/8 in. in 
circumference. 

Leandro Martinez' bill correctly 
should have read thus: 3 tons and 2 feet 
at $5.00 per ton - $15.00 the two feet 
not changed. He had to haul the 011 a 
distance of four miles as measured by Mr. 
Merrill ..... {re getting wood from nearby 
rancho: it had to come from area known as 



El Arna, a locality he said Mr. Langrin 
knows, and Thomas Robbins, brother-in-law 
of Mr. Blake, lessee of the rancho, had 
furnished the wood, partly as a favor 
until the last day of next August. He 
was no doubt referring to Jalama, just 
north of Cojo}. 

Pr. 
QCEf>..N 

Jalama Rancho was a portion of the San 
Julian, and El Cojo was carved out of 
Rancho Punta de la Concepcion. 

No.9 Aug. 17 1857 to: Hartman Bache: 
The beans received as a part of the 
provisions allowed are so hard that as an 
article of food their are quite useless. 

Mr. U. E. Goodale, 3rd Assistant, 
arrived here on the 26th. Since his 
arrival he has been using the provisions 
belonging to the two assistants and 
myself. {John Scollan} 

N6.lO Aug. 27, 1857 to: A.F.Stephens, 
It is true that in the month of June 
last I sold some Old Oil Barrels, 30 in 
number, at $1.00 a piece. I did so 
under the impression that old barrels 
are not recognised as public property; 
the reasons for such an impression are 
viz - when I receive Oil, I am required 
to give a receipt for the number of 
gallons of Oil and be accountable for 
the same, but I am not required to 
receipt for the Barrels that contained 
it, no more than I am required to be 
accountable for a packing box, or case 
that contained any other kind of 
stores. Furthermore there is no place 
provided to keep empty barrels, they 
have to be put out of doors, where they 
either drop to pieces in the sun, or in 
many instances are blown over the bank 
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into the sea. My predecessors made 
whatever disposition they chose of 
Barrels and Casks. 

I think on one of Mr. Langrin's 
visits here that he was present when 
some Oil Barrels were used for fire wood 
and he made no remark on the impropriety 
of so doing. At the time that the 
opportunity offered to sell the barrels, 
I was about breaking them up for fire 
wood, but I concluded that with the 
price of them, I could get more wood 
than they were worth. 

From the foregone impressions I 
disposed of the barrels, and not from 
any improper or selfish motives, for I 
applied the proceeds as follows: To 
cutting and hauling wood for house use, 
quarrying and hauling five loads 
flagstones for paving the yard facing 
the back door and in the purchase of two 
water pails. 

I thank you sincerely for the kind 
and just manner in which you have been 
pleased to look on the affair and I 
assure you if I have erred, it is in 
judgement and not in design. There is 
no kind of public property at this 
station that is not already enumerated 
in the Inventories or in a special 
receipt. (signed John Scollan, Keeper) 

No. 11 Pt.Concepcion Light House, Aug.29 
1857, Hartman Bache: It is very 
satisfactory to us that the keepers at 
this station are to be paid by you, but 
who to apply to, to receive our money is 
rather embarrassing. Mr. Millhouse, 1st 
Assistant, and myself would take it as a 
great favor if you would be so kind as 
to receive his and my money and send it 
through Wells Fargo and Co's Express to 
Santa Barbara. Mr. Lynam, 2nd Asst. 
wishes me to say that you will oblige 
him by rece1v1ng his money and keeping 
it until he goes to San Francisco, when 
he will call for it himself, as he is 
averse to paying percentage to an 
express company. 

I most respectfully call your 
attention to the fact that this house is 
without a kitchen fire place, or any 
cooking arrangement and that for the 
time past, the keepers have furnished a 
stove at their own expense, the stove we 
have being worn out. I hope you will 
remedy the grievance by sending a stove 
to this station. The stove pipe hole in 
the flue is 5 inches in circumference. 



The rope of the windmill I have 
arranged by a simple contrivance, so 
that it does not fly off the wheel. 

I have filled up and graded the back 
yard and flagged a part of it, but in 
doing so I have expended a hoe of my own 
and hope you will send me one to replace 
it. A mason's trowel is much needed 
here as there are many little repairs to 
be done that requires one. 

The ground around the house and on 
the outside of the fence is very much 
worn away and as there are some bricks 
loose here I wish to build a wall about 
18 inches high so as to prevent the sand 
and dirt from being blown in, which is 
now a daily occurrence. I also wish to 
brick a part of the front yard near the 
steps of the front door. It is in a 
very bad condition on account of the 
wearing away of the ground. To do this 
I should require a Barrel of Lime and a 
trowel. (John Scollan, Keeper) 

No.12 Sep.13.1857. Hartman Bache: {Your 
letter was rec'd by the Schooner "Laura 
Bevan".} You inform me that Mr. H. B. 
Black will deliver at this station six 
cords of wood ... (J.S.) 

No. 13, Oct. 9, 1857, Hartman Bache: Mr. 
Maguire of Santa Barbara has informed me 
that he received for me $366.23 less 
$7.32 express charges. My six months 
salary for which I have signed you will 
please send through Wells Fargo & Co. to 
Mr. F. I. Maguire. 
...... call your attention to the 
necessity of sending gutters for the 
room in the rear of the house with the 
shed roof and for the Bell house; the 
falling ·of the rain from the roofs 
alongside the walls, causing the ground 
to cave in and creating much injury 
(more particularly to the Bell house). 
There will be two pieces of closed pipe 
necessary to serve as conductors so that 
the water may be caught as it falls and 
a sufficient number of holdfasts to 
secure them in their places. There is a 
part of the roof of the house close to 
the tower on the SE side where the rain 
beats in, if you will send me a piece of 
zinc about 3 1/2 feet in length, I will 
try to remedy the evil. 

The accompanying receipts will show 
the disposition I made of $29.00 of the 
$30 I received for 30 Oil Barrels at 
$1.00 each. There remains in my hands 
$1.00. 
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L.Martinez is very much in want of
the $15.00 due him since April last for 
the hauling of 20 Bbls. Oil from the 
Cojo to the L. House. You will please 
instruct me how I will act for the 
future in regard to the Hauling of 
Stores and provisions that may arrive at 
the Cojo for this Station. {J.S.} 

No. 14 16 Oct. 1854 I.F.Stephens: on the 
13th Mr. B. Lynam, 2nd Assistant, left 
here for San Francisco without giving 
any previous notice. I observed to him 
that his conduct in thus going away was 
very improper, that he should give you a 
months notice at least, as it was the 
established custom at this station. 

In reply he said that when you employed 
him there were no conditions of that 
kind required from him. If he had not 
left I would by this mail have applied 
to you for his immediate removal for the 
following reasons: viz: disobeying the 
order of Mr. Millhouse, 1st Assistant, 
and personal abuse of him, secondly for 
his quarrelsome and insolent conduct in 
general, tending to create disunion and 
bad feeling among the assistants and by 
trying to make one man suspicious of the 
other by tattling and story telling. 

(John Scollan, Keeper) 

No. 15 Oct. 30, 1857, Hartman Bache, 
... As regards public property at this 
station no longer fit for use, there are 
four old Oil Butts of 100 Gallons each, 
but should you send the gutter I applied 
for I intend to ask permission to use 
two of the old butts to catch rain 
water. (John Scollan, Keeper) 

No. 16 Nov. 29, 1857, Hartman Bache: 
Your letter of the 25th ... the receipted 
bills of Luis Carrillo and T. W. Moore I 
had the honor to receive on the 24th 
Inst. On the 9th Inst. the Schooner 
"Olivia" landed at Cojo 20 casks 
containing Oil for this station. I had 
much difficulty in finding a person to 
haul it for $20.00. With the first load 
the person got so far as the sand hills, 
there his team got stalled, so he 
unloaded and gave up the job. Finally 
Mr. Blake's Mayor Domo, Mr. Gaffney, 
agreed to haul it for $30.00. It was 
the best terms I could make, as he would 
take no less. 

Vouchers of Leandro Martinez and Luis 
Carrillo with their signed orders are 



enclosed, also the bills of J. Gaffney 
for hauling the Oil. The other items in 
the bills of Carrillo which your office 
declines paying is for me, rather hard 
as I disbursed the sums receipted for in 
good faith. I should not so far have 
exceeded my duty, but under the 
circumstances I thought I was making a 
good use of the funds realized from the 
sale of the empty Oil Barrels. 

In reference to the circular 
requ1r1ng the absense of the employees 
to be reported quarterly, there have 
been very few cases to report since I 
have had charge of this station. On one 
occasion I was absent 16 or 18 hours, 
the other case was that of Mr. B. Lynam 
late 2nd Assistant, who in the month of 
June last got 8 hours leave and did not 
return for 4 days, then he returned very 
contrite and promised never to do so 
again. At the time the case was 
reported to Mr. Stephens with 
extenuating circumstances .... 

As yet no successor to the 2nd Asst. 
has arrived here. Louis Carrillo has not 
arrived to sign his vouchers .... ! will 
forward them to him at first 
opportunity. · L. Martinez sent his order 
to Mr. Blake to collect for him. J.S. 

No. 17 l Dec. 1857 to I .  F. Stephens, 
On the 16th Sep. I reported to you Mr. 
B. Lynam, 1 ate 2nd Assistant, left
here .. As yet no successor has arrived 
here to f i 11 the vacancy. You wi 11
please send a man here as soon as 
possible, as his services are very much 
needed. 

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 88 
Lompoc, C A  93438 
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Four months have passed since Mr. 
U.E. Goodale, 3rd Assistant, entered on 
duty and it gives me pleasure to be 
able to report favorably of him. He has 
conducted himself in a very satisfactory 
manner and is an efficient trustworthy 
assistant. I should regret if anything 
in regard to his salary should cause him 
to leave, as it would be a great 
inconvenience besides the loss of a good 
man to the Light House. {John Scollan} 

No. 18 Dec. 15, 1857 Hartman Bache: 
Herewith I have the honor to transmit to 
you the quarterly returns of the 
striking of the Fog bell and the return 
of vessels which have passed this 
station for the quarter ending on the 
30th Sep. 1857. Also the signed vouchers 
of L. Carrillo, the Bill of lading of 
the Oil received from Schooner "Olivia" 
and a requisition for necessary 
supplies. {John Scollan} 

To be continued in Legacy No. 56 
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