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Not Just a Vacant Lot By Karen Osland 

Vacant Lot continued on page 2 

In 1874 Orson Peck built the first store in 

Lompoc. It was on the west side of South H, 

where 129 South H Street is today. Located 

between Ocean Ave and Cypress Ave., this first 

block of South H was part of Lompoc’s first 

business district. It also became the center for  

Lompoc’s community’s social life.  

By 1876 Lompoc had a population of almost 250 

people living inside the town limits. It also had 

Dinwiddie Hall, located where Jaspers is now, at 

116 South H street.  

An 1880 Lompoc Record article reported that 

“Frank Dinwiddie has a variety store and fruit 

store on main street. A large well-furnished Hall 

over his store and billiards room. The Building 

is 30’x 60 feet and is used for Public Meetings 

and Social gatherings.” It was also used as a 

theater and a dance hall.  

Public Meetings and social gatherings were an 

important part of the everyday life of the Lompoc 

Community. In the towns’ early days, large and 

small social events were held almost every week. 

Dinwiddie Hall was the meeting place for 

different religious congregations before their 

churches could be built. In 1877, a Benefit 

Concert for Methodist Friends was held at the 

Hall. The Lompoc Record encouraged all to 

attend, as all denominations should help each 

other. The numerous Lompoc fraternal 

organizations held their monthly meetings at the 

Hall and there were basket socials, fundraising 

dinners, and political conventions.  

Centennial Park 

Victorian Holiday Decor is back!! 

Special Open House dates 

November 24th & 25th December 2nd &9th  

Final last chance January 27th 

10am to 1pm 

Bring your family and friends 

207 North L street (the corner of Walnut and “l”)  
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In 

1891 the Opera House was built at the 

northwest corner of south H Street and Cypress. 

It soon became the center of cultural and large 

social events, but Dinwiddie Hall continued as a 

community center hosting dances, monthly 

meetings, and smaller social gatherings. 

Dinwiddie Hall’s name was officially changed to 

Foresters Hall sometime in the early 1900’s but 

the Dinwiddie name persisted with the 

townspeople.  

In 1943 Dinwiddie Hall became a USO. It was 

used by the soldiers that were stationed at 

Camp Cooke. The soldiers and their wives 

described it as “not a pretty place, but a 

comforting and homey place”. The Hall offered a 

place where the men and women could socialize. 

It also provided a place where those army 

families that could find only a room to rent could 

cook their dinners and wash their clothes.  

During the 1950’s Dinwiddie Hall was the 

meeting place for the Grange, The International 

Chemical Workers Union, and the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses. The Junior Alpha Club and other 

clubs held their rummage sales in the Hall.  

In December 1959, the Lompoc Record reported 

that “Foresters Hall is to be demolished. It was 

one of the first places of assembly.” In 1959, 

Dinwiddie Hall was the only structure still 

standing in downtown Lompoc that had been 

built in the 1870’s and that was still being used 

for its original purpose.  

The Opera House was another building on South 

H street that served as a community gathering 

place. In his book,” The Lompoc Theater”, Mike 

Sewall describes it as a “House of Culture” 

where over the years “melodramas, plays, 

political meetings and Grand Masque Balls” 

were held. It offered professional road shows, 

musicals, and literary entertainment. Every 

Saturday it held a public dance.  

A May 1909 May Lompoc Journal article 

describes a typical Opera House event– “Grand 

May Day Ball in Opera House Tonight. Under 

the auspices of the Purissima Baseball team, a 

May Day ball will be given in the Opera House 

tonight and the boys extend a hearty welcome to 

all. An orchestra of three pieces: violin, cornet 

and piano, has been engaged to discourse the 

latest New York musical hits. Tomorrow 

USO Dinwiddie Hall 

Opera House 
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afternoon a baseball game will be played on the 

local grounds by the Lompoc team and Santa 

Barbara,”  

By 1909 movies were also being shown at the 

Opera House. As movies became more popular, 

they gradually replaced the dances, musicals 

and road shows. In 1921 the Opera House was 

renamed the Lompoc Theater. After the present 

day Lompoc Theatre was built in 1927 the 

Opera House name was changed to Lompoc 

Auditorium. Community events continued to be 

held at the auditorium. There were concerts, 

boxing matches, roller skating and Saturday 

night dances.  

In 1940 the Opera House was torn down and a 

bowling alley was built on the site. The old 

bowling alley building still stands at the 

southwest corner of H and Cypress, with The 

Rudolph Mansion mural along its southern 

wall.  

The Vacant Lot. While Dinwiddie Hall had 

been the oldest structure in downtown Lompoc 

that retained its original use, there was another 

space on south H street whose use also had not 

changed. It still exists today.  

In 1890, at the northeast corner of South H 

Street and Cypress Ave. and Across H street 

from the Opera house was a large open space. 

It was usually referred to as “the vacant lot”. It 

was 100 feet long along the east side of South H 

street and 150 feet along the north side of 

Cypress Ave. The earliest record for this space 

is in the April 10th, 1875 Lompoc Record, Real 

Estate transfers. “Sold to Hollister and Dibblee, 

4 town lots, block 78.” These were Town Lots 

27, 28, 29 and 30. Each lot was 25 feet wide 

and 150 feet long.  

Between 1875 and 1909, new shops and offices 

slowly filled in the open spaces on South H 

street between Ocean Ave and Cypress Ave, 

especially on the west side. The four Hollister 

and Dibblee lots remained empty.  

However, this did not mean they were not being 

used. On September 4, 1909 the Lompoc 

Record had an advertisement for an exciting 

event to be held on the lots across from the 

Opera House.  

Special Attractions. PROF. L L HILL and EFFIE 

HILL, In a Spectacular Performance Including 

the Thrilling Slide for Life by Effie Hill, the 

Queen of the Air. Remember the balloon 

ascension is made at 4 o’clock this afternoon. 

Don’t miss the performance tonight and the free 

exhibition in front of the Opera House at 8 

o’clock. Reserved seats on sale at the Opera 

House 50 cents General: Admission  

“Last Saturday Was a Big Day in Lompoc 

(Lompoc Record Sept 11, 1909)  

The balloon ascension and parachute jump was 

made last Saturday afternoon as advertised, 

though somewhat later than was expected 

owing to the balloon ripping during the inflation 

of the bag. The accident occurred just as the 

crowd expected to see the thrilling flight and 

many went home disappointed. Prof. Hill at 

once went to work to mend the rent and inside 

of an hour the big gas bag was ready again. The 

ascension was made just before six o’clock in 

the presence of a good sized crowd, Effie Hill 

doing the aeronautic feat to the delight of all 

present. The balloon and daring rider swept 

swiftly upward to a great height until the-lady 

in tights looked like a tiny pink doll dangling in 

midair. The airship and its single passenger 

drifted southward a half mile when the 

parachute was cut loose and the drop made 

gracefully to a point just inside the cemetery. 

This however, had no significance In-the 

matter, for Mrs. Hill landed safely and was soon 

brought back to the starting place. But she said 
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she almost froze in the cold upper currents 

which sweep over the Lompoc valley. She had on 

little besides a pair of pink tights and a hair 

ribbon The balloon was recovered on top of the 

first big hill. The live wire walking in front of the 

opera house in the evening drew a crowd and 

was an interesting sight.”  

Between 1909 and 1940 the vacant lot was often 

filled with a variety of social and community 

activities. At least once a year a Traveling 

Carnival show would be set up on the lot. The 

1916 Carnival was typical.  

Nov 10, 1916 Lompoc Journal; Street Carnival 

In Lompoc Next Week Nearly a week of festivity 

is promised by the Pacific Amusement company 

which will open here Tuesday with a free street 

carnival which will run through Saturday night. 

The carnival will be held in the vacant lot on the 

corner of H and Cypress streets. There will be 

shows of various kinds and descriptions usually 

found at a carnival, all of them, however, the 

management states, without any objectionable 

features. The largest Ferris Wheel on the Pacific 

coast will be set up and Lompoc people will have 

the opportunity to enjoy its thrills at a minimum 

cost. There will be a merry-go-round which the 

children and some of their elders delight in; 

fortune tellers and the atmosphere of the orient 

will be transplanted to Lompoc, as well as 

numerous other features for entertainment and 

amusements. The management declares they 

are all clean, legitimate shows that anybody can 

witness and profit by.  

In 1916 the Chautauqua came to Lompoc and 

the large tent was set up in the vacant lot. It 

offered a week of lectures, plays, discussions 

and music. School was let out for the week and 

most people in town attended the events. 

Chautauqua events were held yearly through 

1925.  

By 1918 the vacant lot (along with several others 

to the north) had been sold and was now owned 

by Celite. The Lompoc record reported that “the 

Home Guard has been given use of the Celite 

lots for a parade ground and cleared them with 

rakes and hoes.” And in August 1918, “The 

Home Guard will give a concert and will drill on 

the vacant lot opposite the Opera House on Aug. 

16. There will be a grand free open air concert 

and military drill at the Parade ground opposite 

the opera house and the home guard will give a 

drill and the home guard brass band will give a 

concert.”  

In December 1929 the Musical Messengers were 

at the corner of H and Cypress in a large tent. 

This Revival meeting invited members of all 

churches to a music and song service. There 

was a Cornet and Trombone duet, selections on 

the Saw and readings and gospel songs.  

Throughout the 1920’s, 1930s and 1940’s 

Christmas celebrations were held on the vacant 

lot. They were sponsored by the Alpha Club and 

other Lompoc organizations. They featured 

Christmas tree lighting along with carols and 

hot chocolate.  

In November 1938 one of the last carnival shows 

before WWll was held on the vacant lot. The 

Frolic Show celebrated WWI Armistice Week. It’s 

location was advertised as south H Street 

opposite the Lompoc Auditorium. It featured a 

Merry-go-round, auto speedway, baby auto 

rides, Ferris Wheel, Mickey Mouse Club and 

Concessions.  

In late September 1945, Lompoc Mayor Ray 

Jacobs announced that the city would obtain 

from Johns Manville the four city lots on the NE 

corner of Cypress and H street for a City Hall. 

The lots were to be used for the benefit of the 

general population of Lompoc. The City hired an 

Vacant Lot Continued on page 5 
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architect to design City Hall and by January of 

1946 he had submitted two plans for the Civic 

Center.  

By March 1946 the City Council had decided 

that city hall bonds would not go on sale. At the 

March City Council Meeting, Street 

Superintendent, Jack Whalen said the City 

should grow flowers on the lot intended for City 

Hall. Ted Holden stated” that the weeds now 

need to be cut like JM used to do.” This was 

followed by a discussion of whether to cut or 

plough the weeds under. The discussion took up 

the remainder of the Council session.  

In November 1946 the Chamber of Commerce 

asked for some action on the beautification and 

improvements on the city lots at H street and 

Cypress given by JM nearly a year ago. It had 

been proposed then as a future site for a City 

Hall to be built. It was to be used as a park until 

then. The Park Commissioner said that work 

would happen in spring as flowers and shrubs 

will have a better growing condition.  

In March 1947, 

the Lompoc Record reported that” the new 

plantings in Lompoc’s new Municipal Park have 

been completed. Under the direction of city park 

commissioner Ted Holden and also Ed Rowe, 

shrubbery has been planted and a bed of flowers 

laid out in the center. Beautification of the land 

given by J M will continue. Water and irrigation 

are already in. The Park is across the street from 

the city library. Whalen Walk is suggested for 

the name of the new sidewalk byway across this 

new park at Cypress and H.”  

In April 1947 it was reported that “someone in 

high heel shoes is removing flower plants at the 

new City park.”  

The vacant lot, now referred to as a city park, 

was still the location of an annual Christmas 

Holiday celebration. In 1949 it was announced 

that Santa Claus would make his HQ at the city 

park on south H street and that the Lompoc 

annual Community Christmas program at the 

city park on south H street could expect more 

than a thousand adults and children. The 

programs were sponsored by local civic groups 

such as the PTA, Legion Auxiliary, and the 

Lompoc recreation department.  

In 1959 downtown business owners requested 

that the City Park be turned into a parking lot 

with parking meters. They believed it was 

needed because of the rapid growth of Lompoc 

due to the development of Vandenberg. They 

also believed it would bring in needed revenue. 

In a letter to the Editor of the Lompoc Record, 

Martha Negus challenged the need for the 

parking and asked was the loss of a park and 

open space really worth the maximum $15.75 a 

day a metered lot would bring in. As it turned 

out downtown Lompoc lost business to the new 

shopping malls on North H street and the plan 

was dropped.  

In December 1961 the Lompoc Chamber of 

Commerce requested permission to build a 

Chamber Office and Community meeting place 

on the park at Cypress and H Street. The 

Chamber would fund the construction of the 

building, on city land. The Building would be 20 

feet by 40 ft with a 20x 20 foot parking area. 

Vacant Lot Continued on page 6 

Centennial HQ A Frame 
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The Building and conference room would be 

open to the community. Permission was 

eventually granted and the Chamber Building 

was completed in the Summer of 1962. This 

building is now the Cypress Gallery. It was the 

first building placed on the vacant lot. In 

January 1973 a Centennial Committee was 

formed to plan for the 1974 yearlong celebration 

of Lompoc’s first 100 years. In December 1973 

an early community kick off to the Centennial 

year was held at the new A Frame headquarters 

for the Centennial Committee. It was located at 

the southeast corner of H and Cypress. 

According to the Lompoc Record, the Lompoc 

Chamber singers entertained the gathering at 

“the small park” in front of the Headquarters.” 

By January 1974, The book, Lompoc The First 

100 Years, was ready for sale at Centennial 

Headquarters for $2.50. Financed by the 

Centennial Committee it was said that it would 

“provide every household a valuable reference 

tool on the history of the community in which 

they live”. The Committee was also selling 

mementos such as watering cans, medallions, 

booklets, plates, and other mementos.  

In February 1974, the City Council voted to 

name the “small park” Centennial Square” and 

the old vacant lot or Civic park finally had a 

name. Later, in August 1974, the dedication of 

Centennial Square was held as part of the 

Lompoc Pioneer Society 48th annual reunion. 

Part of the Dedication was an unveiling of a six 

foot high, two foot wide, eight inch thick wooden 

monument, made from the old wharf at surf. 

Lettering that read “Centennial Square” and a 

flower was carved in it by local artist Ed Brooks.  

Over the years Centennial Square has been the 

Community gathering place for the Christmas 

Tree lightings, Community Concerts, Fourth of 

July Celebrations and Ice cream Socials, kids 

parades, and kids treasure hunts. There have 

been rallies, candlelight vigils, and weddings. 

Cypress Galley holds Art in the Park and there 

are the Friday Olde Towne Market events. Today 

“the vacant lot across from the Opera House” is 

still a place where the Community comes 

together and celebrates life.  

References: Lompoc Record, Lompoc Journal, 

The Lompoc Theatre, at the Heart of the City by 

M.J. Sewall. Sewall Publishing 2022. 

 

THE 2022 LOMPOC FLOWER FESTIVAL 

QUEEN HAS A LONG LOMPOC HIGH 

HISTORY. 

The 2022 Flower Festival Queen is a 2021 

Lompoc High graduate. McKenna Bohard 

has seen 5 

generations of 

family members 

graduate from 

Lompoc High 

since her great 

great grandmother 

Gertrude "Gertie": 

Rice Campbell 

graduated in 

1925. McKenna's 

mom, Kari 

Campbell Bohard 

graduated in 

1988. Her grandparents Bob and Geraldine 

"Gerry" Dotts Campbell in 1968 and 1969. 

Bob's parents Kenneth Campbell (1945) and 

Patricia Key Campbell in 1948. And Bob's 

grandmother Gertie in 1925. Bob 

Campbell's sister Tricia Campbell was 

Flower Festival Queen in 1976 and was a 

LHS grad in 1976. 

Contributed by Debbie Manfrina 



 

Thanks to all who 
attended the Ryon 

Park BBQ September 
3! Happy to see all of 

the smiling reunion 

participants from 
various classes. Don 

Fletcher and his BBQ 
team did an amazing 

job! 
 

Bob Holloway is 
clearing away the years of cobwebs from the 

Blacksmith shop! So happy to have him take 

on this very necessary job.  
 

Ardeane Eckert and her crew have spent 
countless hours decorating the 1875 Victorian 

home for the holidays. Last done in 1918, it is 
not to be missed this year. Open Friday, 

November 24 and Saturday November 25, 

then December 2 & 9th from 10am to 1pm. 
Then one last viewing January 27 before all 

the decorations are removed.  
 

The gift shop is also open and we have books 
to sell too.  

 
The Historical Society had a booth at the 

recent Lompoc Theater's annual chalk festival 

and were pleased to see all of the residents 
who stopped by.  

 
The reference room provides research services 

to Universities, government agencies and 
genealogical inquiries. These are always 

fascinating to investigate.  

 
Volunteers are always needed. Can you help 

in the car and carriage museum an hour a 
month or help in the reference room? Send an 

email to research@lompochistory@gmail.com 
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by Karen Paaske 

Reference Room 

Ramblings 

 August, September & October 2023 

Memorials & Membership 

Welcome New Members 

Amy Wilson 

Greg & Margie Hamon (Life) 

Linda Hamon Robinson (Life) 

Antonio Flores (Sustaining) 

Jose Flores (Sustaining) 

Alvin Cabral 

Amelia Carlson 

Robert Holloway (Life) 

Total Number of Members: 373 

Memorials for 

John Cargasacchi 
 

Marcia Harris Hart 
 

Vernon Howerton 

 
Connie Rojas 

From the Desk of Treasurer : 

Membership Dues for those on annual pay-
ment basis were mailed out in August. Due 

date was Sept. 1st. 
Please send in if you haven't already. Your 

dues help keep our Society operating. 
Thanks much! 

 

 

Needed a 2 drawer 15 inch 
upright filing cabinet for the 

reference room. 

Many thanks to Mike 
Cummings of Valley Rock 

for donations to enhance 
our yard. 



 

Lompoc Valley 

Historical Society  

P .O. Box 88 

Lompoc CA 93438 

Up an d Co min g Event s. . .  

Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                            

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      , 

Dan Dutra, Jesse Jones, Karen Paaske, Don 

Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler 

Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Steve Junak, Karen 

Osland, Julie Moore, Ed Brooks, Alvin Cabral 

and Susan Warnstorm 

 Honorary Board member                       

Carolyn Huyck 

Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne   

 

• Nov 24 (Fri) Open House 10 to 1 

• Nov 25 (Sat) Open House 10 to 1 

• Dec 2 (Sat) Open House 10 to 1 

• Dec 9 (Sat) Open House 10 to 1 

• Jan 27 (Sat) Open House 10 to 1         

Last Chance to see Victorian Christmas 

at the Spanne House 

• No Open House in February 

• Mar 22 (Sat) Open House 10 to 1 

 

 

Group Tours please contact 

lompochistory@gmail.com 

 

Reference Room Hours on Mondays and 

Thursdays will be suspended for the month 

of December. The Reference Room regular 

schedule will resume January 4th, 2024. 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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Lompoc, CA 93436 

 

AFTER  FIVE YEARS 

THE SPANNE HOUSE’S 

VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS RETURNS 

EXPERIENCE IT THIS 

HOLIDAY SEASON 


