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The Peanut Special By Karen Paaske 

Completing the train route from San 

Francisco to Los Angeles took many years, 

and the “gap” between San Luis Obispo and 

Ellwood was the very last part to be 

finished. Southern Pacific had stopped 

railroad coast line progress for 5 years. It 

was the economically depressed times that 

held up finishing the “gap” until Southern 

Pacific President, Collis P Huntington gave 

the go ahead to complete it. The permanent 

bridge at Surf was completed in 1897 and 

June 7, 1899 tracks were laid to the 

Lompoc depot site on Laurel between F and 

G street. The very first San Francisco train 

arrived June 22, 1899. For a short time 

Lompoc was the terminus of the trains to 

and from San Francisco. Passengers spent 

the night and continued by stagecoach to 

Santa Barbara. December 31, 1900 the 

“gap” was finished and the main line 

passenger trains started March 31, 1901. 

Lompoc needed service for both passengers 

and freight. A small “Peanut Special” was 

established comprised of an engine, 

baggage car, one passenger car and 

caboose. The train made stops and even a 

freight train could be hailed and pay 20 

cents. Dr. Larry Heiges in an oral history 

said that they spent Christmas of 1911 in 

Lompoc with the Daniels family and they 

went to meet his father coming from Los 

Angeles. “Mr. Daniels loaded my brother 

and me, Andy and Mildred into a surrey to 

the whistling post train stop, my Dad got 

off the train and we went back to their 

place the day before Christmas. It was a 

whistling post at Legge Avenue that used to 

Peanut Continued on page 2 

Sign for “POST” railroad stop  purchased by 

George Tsai  



 

Page 2 

Peanut continued 

from Page 1 

be called Post at 

Legge Ave. They 

had side tracks at 

all these places 

that were beet 

dumps. Each one 

had a station 

name or a place 

name. Baroda was 

about a mile this 

side of Surf. There 

was Union Sugar 

Ave., one where the warehouse was called 

Rodeo Canyon, this one at Legge Avenue and 

then into town. By 1920 there were 3 trips a 

day over the 9 miles but some trains were a 

combination of freight and passengers. With 

the advent of motorized vehicles, the 

passenger train was replaced by a motorized 

bus in 1929 with Sam Morehart as the 

driver. Prior to that B& C Stage line charged 

$1.00 in 1924, but is unclear if this was a 

stagecoach or regular bus. A freight train 

timetable shows stops of Baroda, Post, 

Garus, La Salle, Murray, and Acorn between 

Lompoc and Surf and shows spurs at 4 of 

them so produce could be loaded on freight 

cars. George Tsai inquired about the railroad 

as he had 

purchased a sign 

“POST” and 

wondered about the 

sign and route. 

Photos in the article 

all come from him. 

 

 

Peanut Train’s time table provided by George Tsai  

Map of Peanut Train route provided by George Tsai  
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Lompoc Embraces New Mural 

March 11, 2023 the Lompoc Theater 

unveiled a new mural, “Embrace Love, 

Refuse Hate” that will be installed on the 

north side of the theater. The concept was 

conceived by students participating in the 

Endowment for Youth Community project 

and its co-founder Cliff Lambert. Santa 

Barbara’s Manuel Unzueta designed the 

original mural concept, and artists David 

Duerson, Joe Beraldo and 

Gary Bradley added their 

artistry and brought it to life. 

Months prior, Mark Herrier, 

the Lompoc Theater project 

Executive Director, asked 

the historical society for 

ideas for other Lompoc 

heroes to include on the 

diversity mural that were not 

already pictured on a local 

mural. A main consideration was their 

influence not only on our community, but 

possibly throughout the country. Over 20 

people were suggested and the Theater 

project board and the artists made final 

decisions eventually choosing: Earl Calvert, 

Dorothy Jackson, Brad Imano, Larry 

Delinger, Napoleon Kaufman, and Helen 

Callaghan Candaele. The unveiling 

happened inside due to the inclement 

weather. Mark Herrier and a representative 

of each local hero spoke about the person 

and their contributions to Lompoc and 

other communities.  

From Mark Harrier introducing Brad Imano 

before his son Neil spoke.... “To say he was 

one of the most beloved teachers in Lompoc 

History would be an understatement. And 

what makes that even more remarkable is 

that he was a Math teacher—Algebra, 

Analytic Geometry and Calculus. His 

Mural Continued on page 4 

David Duerson, 

one of the artists 

in attendance 

Mark Harrier and Honorees’ representatives at the 

unveiling of mural. 

Lompoc Theatre’s new mural “Embrace Love, Re-

fuse Hate” 



 

Page 4 

Mural continued from Page 3  

energy, good humor 

and desire to help 

those who were 

struggling was an 

inspiration to a 

generation of Lompoc 

kids, many who went 

onto careers in 

engineering, math 

and science. And he 

was not just a 

Lompoc Hero, he was 

an American hero as well. He fought bravely 

in the Korean war, taking 

mortar fire in combat 

earning a purple heart.” 

Brad died in 2021 and 

many of his family came 

to Lompoc for this event 

to honor Brad as a 

service during covid was 

not possible.  

From Mark Harrier 

introducing Helen Calleghan Candaele 

before her son Kelly spoke: “In 1947 Jackie 

Robinson broke the color barrier, but 3 

years earlier Helen broke the gender barrier. 

She was the star of the All American Girls 

Professional Baseball League and was their 

most prolific base-stealer. 

Because of her prodigious 

production, she was often 

called the Ted Williams of 

women's baseball. She is 

the only mother that stole 

65 bases the year after 

giving birth. Her legacy 

remains with five sons. 

Film makers, coaches, and 

in politics, they have made 

Lompoc proud. Son 

Kelly wrote 'A League 

of Their Own' 

documentary which 

premiered in this very 

theater! The movie 

has inspired 

generations of girls to participate in sports.”  

From Mark Herrier 

introducing Larry Delinger 

(who attended) before his 

son, Ian spoke: “Larry 

taught elementary school 

music, Lompoc High School 

music and choir teacher 

and in a town known for 

agriculture and athletics he 

was an outlier. Inspired a 

generation of Lompoc students showing 

them a career in the arts, doing what you 

love, is possible. While Lompoc has had its 

share of actors and artists, I know of no 

other composer that has accomplished what 

he has: Seattle Rep, 

Mark Taper Forum, 

Denver Center Theater, 

McCarter Theater, Old 

Globe, American Ballet 

Theater, Joffrey Ballet, 

Sesame Street, and 

Broadway musicals.” 

 From Mark Herrier introducing Napoleon 

Kaufmann before his friend, Jake Brown 

spoke. “Lompoc football legend in a valley 

famous for its athletes, he might just be the 

greatest of them all. He is regarded as one of 

the greatest high school running backs in 

California history-- All CIF, All State first 

team and was named the California High 

school football player of the year on a team 

Brad Imano  

Brad’s son, Neil Imano  

Helen Calleghan 

Candaele 

Hellen’s son, Kelly Candaele 

Larry Delinger  

Larry’s son, Ian Delinger  
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championship. He 

won the state 

Championship in the 

100 meter and 200 

meter and one season 

averaged 70 yards on 

kickoff returns. He 

attended University of 

Washington and became one of the greatest 

backs in that school's history, part of a team 

that won a national championship. He 

started for the Oakland Raiders for 6 years 

averaging 5 yards a carry. Napoleon left 

football to become a minister and is the 

senior pastor at the Well Christian 

Community Church in Livermore.” He was 

the Raider's team 

Chaplin and for years 

coached football in the 

community. 

 Dorothy Jackson's granddaughter, Jessica 

spoke about her 

commitment to 

Lompoc. Dorothy 

Jackson, perhaps the 

greatest influence on 

Lompoc's children and 

families, was an 

educator for 40 years, 

named Woman of the 

Decade for the 1970's. 

Starting as a 

substitute teacher, elementary teacher and 

Principal of Clarence Ruth Elementary in 

1986, she founded the Dorothy Jackson 

Family Center which is in 

existence today. Dorothy was 

praised as being Mother 

Teresa, Dr. Phil and Santa 

Claus all in one.  

Earl Calvert's granddaughter, Debbie, spoke 

about Earl's 

accomplishment 

and his family. 

Earl started 

working at the 

Lompoc Opera 

House run by his 

father, when he 

was 13. He 

managed the new 

Lompoc theater 

when it opened in 

1927 providing 

entertainment for 

the valley until it 

closed in 1975. (Still used after that). The La 

Mesa Theater on Ocean Avenue, the Drive In 

Theater on north H street and the miniature 

golf course were all his visions along with 

running the family ranch. He founded the 

Lompoc Valley Historical Society in 1964 

and was President until 1989. He was an 

amazing fundraiser securing money and 

loans to buy the L street property and then 

money to erect the other buildings. Man of 

the year in 1978. Flower Festival Grand 

Marshall 1983. Lompoc High School Hall of 

Fame He helped found the Lompoc museum. 

Earl belonged to so many organizations, 

Rotary, Elk's, Farm bureau, Knights of 

Pythias, and many others. 

Napoleon Kaufmann 

Dorothy Jackson 

Earl Calvert 

Dorothy's granddaughter, 

Jessica Jackson 

 

The Lompoc Theatre with “Embrace Love” mural 
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February, March & April 2023 

Memorials & Membership 

Total Number of Members: 368 

Memorials for 

Rick Starbuck 
James Sloan 

CORRECTION:  The reported death of 
Eddie Brooks was a mistake. Please 

accept our apologies for this error! 

From the Desk of Treasurer : 
Happy Spring everyone! Before we 

know It  the June 4th BBQ will be here. 
There is a reservation form in this is-

sue. Please return your reservations 
and money to by May 27th. We will 
need a head count for the cook! Thank 

You! 
Mail to: P.O. Box 88, Lompoc 93438 

Meaning of some area names                  
Salsipuedes—Get Out If You Can                    

Las Cruces—the Crosses                          

Canada Hondo—deep canyon                    

Canada San Pascual—                         

  Canyon of the Saint of Easter                                                      

Canada de San Miguelito—                      

   Little St. Michael's Canyon                   

Mission Vieja—Old Mission                  

Canada Santa Lucia—Canyon St. Lucy                                         

Canada de la Cebada—Barley canyon             

Los Berros—Water-cress Canyon                

Santa Rita—St. Rita                                     

Santa Rosea—St. Rosa                                   

Los Olivos—The Olives                                  

Santa Ynez—St. Agnes                                   

Los Alamos—The Cotton Wood Trees              

Rio Santa Ynez—St. Agnes River                   

Punta Pedernales—Flint Point                   

Puenta Arguello—                                 

  named after Governor Arguello 

Pso del las Gaviotas—Pass of the Gulls 

Writings of Emmett O'Neill 
Santa Ynez River In 1884, it started to 

rain on the last of February and rained 

nearly every day until the 4th of July. The 

river went over the banks and flooded all 

of the lower end of the valley and did a 

great deal of damage. My father lost 15 

acres of good land which was washed 

away. We couldn't get to town, and we 

had to build a boat to get across the river 

to get provisions and to get butter and 

eggs. John Dockery also had a boat to 

carry the mail over. The river used to 

leave deep holes along the bank. When it 

went down, we used to go swimming in 

them through the summertime. One Sun-

day afternoon Morgan Rudolph, Harry 

Lambert and Henry McGee, came from 

town and they disrobed and left their 

clothes in their buggy and forgot to tie the 

horse. The horse trotted off for home with 

their clothes. We had to give Rudolph 

some of our clothes so he could go after 

his horse. All the boys that lived close to 

the river became expert swimmers. 

Don Luis Antonio Arguello, 

Governor of California from 

1822-1825. He was the first 

Californio (native-born) 

governor of Alta California. 

He was the only governor to 

serve under the First Mexican 

Empire and also served as 

acting governor under the 

subsequent provisional 

government, which preceded 

the First Mexican Republic . 



 After much 

discussion the board 

has approved an 

expansion project. 

The pergola (which is 

rotten) will be 

removed, the old picnic tables moved and 

the carriage house will expand to about 

twice its size. Eddie Brooks has completed 

initial drawings for the expansion and those 

will go to a licensed architect for his stamp 

before submitting to the City of Lompoc. 

Many of the old tables are in a rather bad 

state, so only a few will be kept. Hopefully 

collapsible tables will be purchased and 

brought out for the few functions that 

require them. Dr. Jamison and Lorraine 

Richardson have been busy with the roses 

and the bloom will be spectacular. Really 

need more help...even an hour a month, 

anytime, to deadhead the roses during the 

blooming season.Let us know at 

lompochistory@gmail.com The reference 
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room is always busy with 

inquiries and visitors. Bob Kolker, doing an 

article on the Honda Point destroyer 

disaster, asked about two sailors on the S.S. 

Young, Arthur Peterson (who is depicted on 

a Lompoc mural in the water bringing a rope 

to the S.S. Chauncey) and Lt. E. C. 

Herzinger. Searching newspapers.com and 

ancestry.com filled in many more details of 

their lives for the article. The Leadership 

Lompoc Group toured the house and 

museums March 31, and Gino Lambano 

with Searle Creative Group stopped by to 

see the property in preparation for filming 

for Explore Lompoc. Jan Miner, a 

descendant of the O'Neill family brought 

photos and explored our files. James Bier, 

working at the new Chumash museum and 

looking for photos for their displays was 

amazed at our collections and will return. 

Bruce Holser sent us photos of the Holser 

and Bailey families to add to our archives. 

Hope to see many of you at the June BBQ, 

and the September Elk's dinner and Ryon 

Park BBQ.  

by Karen Paaske 

Reference Room 

Ramblings
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P .O. Box 88 
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Up an d Co min g Event s. . .  

Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                            

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      , 

Dan Dutra, Jesse Jones, Karen Paaske, Don 

Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler 

Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Marcia Harris Hart,  

Steve Junak, Karen Osland and Julie Moore 

 Honorary Board member                       

Carolyn Huyck 

Treasurer is Jeannette Miller Wynne   

 

• May 28 Open House 10 to 1 

• June 4 Summer BBQ @ Spanne House 

• June 24 Open House 10 to 1 

• July 22 Open House 10 to 1 

• Sept 1 Pioneer Weekend Reunion @ Elks 

• Sept 2 Open House 10 to 1 

• Sept 3 Pioneer BBQ Picnic @ Ryon Park 

 

 

Group Tours please contact 

lompochistory@gmail.com 
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COME JOIN US FOR                                     

THE SUMMER BBQ                                      

SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH       

AT NOON  


