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Hi! Let’s Eat By Marcia Harris Hart

On a clear December Lompoc evening with over
100 supporters cheering, Lompoc’s iconic sign
| “Hi Let’s Eat” once
again was lit up, this
time in front of Dennis
Block’s American Host

restaurant.
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Above—Dennis Block cutting the cable after the pipe
was installed.

Right—Dennis Block on the lift while the skirt was

measured so a new piece could be added to the
bottom

Hi! Cc;ﬁtinued on page 2
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The story behind the “Hi! Let’s Eat” sign
that proudly stood at Ocean Avenue & E
Street advertising Lompoc’s Hi-restaurant
begins with original owners Lawrence “Bill”
Schuyler and his wife Genetta.

Bill was born into the Lompoc pioneer
farming family of Eugene and Annie
Schuyler. He attended Lompoc High School
graduating in 1929. While in high school
the popular student was a star baseball and
basketball player, football captain and
student body president. In 1930 he began
outboard motor boat racing and was soon
described as Lompoc’s “leading light” in the
sport due to his skill in handling ability and
nerve. By 1933, and into the 1960’s, he was
regarded as Lompoc’s unlimited hydroplane
“Hero”, winning an imposing collection of
trophies won on the outdoor water
speedway’s of the West. Bill married his high
school sweetheart and outboard racing star,
amongst the men, Genetta Cheatham in
1938. Among Bill’s many other successes
were the 65 years he farmed his family
ranch. He was the first to bring artichokes
into the valley and one of the first Lompoc
farmers to bring in bean thrashers and
sugar beat diggers. Always active in the
community, Bill was a founder and on the
board of directors of First Valley Bank for 20
years and served 8 years on the Santa Ynez
River Water Conservation District. Well liked
and respected in Lompoc, Bill and Genetta
decided to open their first restaurant with
its famous, tall, outdoor, neon sign “Hi! Let’s

The Schuylers

Original Hi! Sign location

Eat” on March 22, 1960. Per Laragene
Schuyler, Bill & Genetta’s daughter, “my
father envisioned and personally oversaw
the building of the sign”. Their Hi-restaurant
featured 12 large red booths and 26 red
counter stools. It was open 5:30am to
11:00pm every day, serving original recipes
for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Vince
Hakes was the manager -chef andthere were
12 other employees. From farmers starting
their early day, local business people, public
officials and seniors the “Hi” quickly became
a social center of Lompoc. “The restaurant
was a staple of the community. It was like
when you go into little towns and all the
farmers, bankers, judges and lawyers would
meet for coffee every morning” said
Laragene. Through the years the Hi-
restaurant had three owners after the
Schuyler’s. Nearly 50 years after its opening
in 1960, the Hi-restaurant became “Jalama
Beach Cafe”.

Celebrating the Sign Remarks,

December 9, 2022 By Karen Paaske
This beautiful sign is here tonight through a
joint effort of the community! Especially
Dennis Block and Donnie Schuyler. The sign
was erected in 1960 at the corner of Ocean
and E Street for the Hi restaurant founded
by Lawrence (Bill) and Genita Schuyler for
the opening March 22, 1960. Tonight their
daughter Laragene is here to see the sign
come to light again. Her grandson, Drake
Parker working for Rare Electrical performed
much of the electrical work on the restored
sign.
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Late in 2016 I became

aware thanks to a

board member that her

mother had sold the Hi

property to Starbucks.

I worked very hard to

get Starbuck's builders

to keep the sign but

they ultimately decided

that a sixty-year-old

sign was not historical

or of any importance.

My original idea was that the sign would be
taken down and put up on the Historical
Society grounds. However many thought
the sign should stay in Old Town. The city
of Lompoc Planning Commission had just
revised their sign ordinance and included a
section on historical signs, as pedestal
signs are not permitted. Ron Fink, the
chairman, told Dennis Block about the sign
and thought American Host would be a
perfect place for it. Dennis loved it ! I agreed
and the Planning Commission voted that
the sign met the requirements for historical
signs and could be erected at American
Host, but it needed to be restored.

In April 2017, the sign was taken down by
John Valla, Chad Valla and Dustin DeVaux
with assistance of Sunbelt Rentals, who
donated the equipment and the sign was
stored at the Historical Society.

No. 153
Researching the components of the sign, it

needed a new pole, painting, and full new
electrical. We started fundraising and
spreading the word. Vandenberg Village
Community Services Water District donated
a required pole for the sign. Major
donations were made by the Daughters of
the American Revolution La Purisima
Chapter & Coast Hills Community
Foundation designated by
Scott Coe. Then, architect Jerome White,
who donated his services, found a
structural
engineer to
formulate plans
to erect the sign,
plans and many
trips to the
planning
department. The

Hi! Continued on page 4
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Hi! continued from Page 3

Karen Paaske, Laragene Schuyler, Dennis Block and
Gary MacDonald

city of Lompoc was instrumental, especially
guidance from the planning department and
helping to secure permits...... and extending
them. Eventually a former Lompoc resident,
Mark DeWald visited here and found no
sign in its accustomed place. He contacted
me and as I said I had no idea how this all

could be done, so he and another Lompoc
friend, Gary MacDonald, looked into having
the sign commercially restored. However the
cost of a restored sign was twice as much as
a new sign and beyond their

budget. Gary and Mark were major
contributors to the sign project. So it was
back to figuring out how to do this when a
good friend of Dennis Block's, Donnie
Schuyler, retired and sold his Collision
repair business. Donnie figured out the
components and who in Lompoc could
accomplish each part and got bids. With
Mark and Gary's substantial monetary
donations, the restoration was begun and a
new Go Fund Me page created to raise
money by asking people to “Donate a light
bulb.” Hot Rod Alley, run by Bill and Diane
Andersen, completely stripped old paint off
by hand. Rare Electric removed all the old
electrical parts and replaced them with
state of the art components including LED
lights. Hot Rod Alley painted the sign with
paint donated by NAPA Auto Parts. Mike
Townsend Concrete prepared the
foundation and Valley Rock Ready Mix
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Over 100 people attended the lighting of the
sign which was turned on by

Donnie Schuyler. Mayor Jenelle Osborne,
Councilman Jeremy Ball,

Chamber of Commerce CEO DeVika Stalling
and County Supervisor Joan Hartmann
were special guests.

Plaque for the Hi Sign

donated the concrete. Steve Childs Electric

Company wired all of the electricity

connections for the sign to the restaurant.

Then Wednesday, December 7, 2022 Tyler

Ogletree, Jeff Alexander, Chris Borges, Bart

Ranjo, Donnie Schuyler and Dennis Block

put up the pole and sign. Thursday a new

bottom skirt was constructed by Sergio of

Accurate Heating and Painted by Hot Rod

Alley. There are 3 plaques going on the

sign.....One with the history, one from the = Major Donors for the Hi Sign
DeWald and MacDonald families, and one  Photos by Norm Perry and Karen Paaske

with major donors. The Sign Restoration This large iron pot sits on the

has been a community effort! Thanks to the grounds of the historical society.
businesses and Lompoc residents, past and It was on the Beattie Ranch on
present who gave so much of their time and 246 traveling toward Buellton.
money. The Lompoc Valley Historical Percy and Lurene Beattie owned
. is ol . o the ranch but were moving off the
chwty isp easeo} to present it to our City! ranch so Don Roberts acquired it
It is the best Christmas Present ever! to make beans to feed pigs. He

brought the pot to Buellton in the
50's and burned papers in it.
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From a Hodge Podge of Miscellany,
May, June, and July,1992, Myra
Manfrina, Visit Us !!

You will be able to view the darling new
nursery the docents have completed in the
house in the former, crowded “museum-
office” room. Also see our other
improvements- -the stately flag pole and the
new, beautiful red brick sidewalk going up
to the front entrance and around the sides
of the house. The walkways match the
completed red brick walk, by Earle
Sweetland, that runs from the side wagon
wheel gate, wheel donated by John Jansson,
to the SW corner of the house. The docents
have been busy !

Old crowded office becomes darling nursery.

50 Years Ago

(1941) What Was
Happening??

Written by Myra
Manfrina in A
Hodge Podge of
Miscellany, May-
June 1991.

In January it was
hurricane weather.

Wind velocity was Gin Chow, local resident,
60 miles per hour. with his almanac. Famous
Trees were down all for his weather predictions
over town; a chicken that even the L.A Times
coop slammed into  printed

Florence Uptown’s

house; the Baroda warehouse was
demolished with a whoosh of the wind;
Hibbit’s’ wind mill tower was eliminated, and
shingles left roofs by the thousands.
However, in February, the City Council
decided that since a lot of trees were down
already, they would make a clean sweep of
all the old trees and put in sidewalks, so
down came the big sycamores, peppers and
bay trees, cypress and pines that lined the
streets from O to A, and from Locust to Pine.
I came home from Los Angeles where I was
working and thought a cyclone had struck
the town and wiped it completely of trees. I
liked the sidewalk idea-what an
improvement-but sure hated to see those
lovely old trees gone, some of them I had
spent much of my childhood climbing.

By the end of February rainfall had reached
23 inches—all through March and April the
roads were in bad condition-The H Street
bridge was damaged and the RR tracks were
out in Lompoc at Lasalle and also Gaviota.
Floods were in the whole area and rain by
April had reached 33.66 inches. Lompoc was
completely cut off — Ken Adam in his
Lompoc Record column said that Gin
Chow’s prediction that 1941 “come back wet
again” held true. “Every twenty years a wet
year,” said Gin Chow.



Reference Room
Ramblings by Karen Paaske
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Happy New Year!

The Historical Society
hopes to start 2023
with adding much
needed space.
Currently Eddie Brooks
and Dan Dutra are working on plans to
expand the carriage house into the
existing table area.

Volunteers are needed for the garden
area, reference room and even on the
board which meets once a month.
Contact lompochistory@gmail.com for
more information.

The reference room has a few copies of
Mark Sewell's book on the Lompoc
Theater and it is also available at Alfies
and on Amazon.com. All proceeds go to
the Lompoc Theater project.

The reference room has been busy with
inquiries from Josh Smallwood about
certain parcels of land in the Vandenberg
area and Jay Carlander, an architectural
historian doing research for The Nature
Conservancy on the Cojo School and
Jalama ranch headquarters.

In 1974 a booklet called “100 years of
Lompoc” was published to earn money
for the 100 year celebration. It is not
copywrited. Therefore, several of us are
currently working on updating and
revising and adding the years from 1974
to 2024. Need suggestions of topics for
the last 50 years. Also need someone to
design a new cover for it. Would love to
have volunteers to help write and
proofread it.

November, December 2022
& January 2023

)

Memorials & Membership
Welcome New Members
Larry & Cynthia Desy

Jason Nasato
Total Number of Members: 373
Memorials for

Betty Bondietti
Chris Signorrelli
Dee Sudbury
LeRoy Scolari
Joe Signorelli
Eddie Brooks
James Sloan
Malcolm Heame
Frank M. Costa, Sr.

Members that have passed away
Maxine Newcomb

Catherine Elam (Life member)
James Sloan (Life member)
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This book is not the
history of a building...

The story of the Lompoc
Theatre is about more
than just going to the
movies...

At the heart of the city,
through all the changes
around it, the Lompoc
Theatre had been waiting
to reveal its secret
history.



Up and Coming Events...

Executive Board

Ken Ostini - President

Ardeane Machado Eckert - 1st Vice President
Dr. Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President
Linda Warren - Secretary

Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer

Lynn Romine - Corresponding Secretary

Directors ,
Dan Dutra, Jesse Jones, Karen Paaske, Don
Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler
Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Marcia Harris Hart, Eva
Hamon, Steve Junak, Karen Osland and Julie
Moore

Honorary Board member
Carolyn Huyck Strobel

e Feb 25 Open House 10 to 1

e March 25 Open House 10 to 1
e April 22 Open House 10 to 1
e May 27 Open House 10to 1

Group Tours please contact
lompochistory@wgmail.com
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