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Ferdinand, a Lompoc Legend 

This statue was a fixture at Al Johnson's service station. Apparently Ferdinand made his 

first appearance in Santa Barbara's Tournament of Roses prize winning float in 1938. 
Then was “borrowed” for Lompoc's Fourth of July celebration in 1939 on Jack Alexander's 

parade float.  Al Johnson installed Ferdinand at his gas station at the edge of the town on 
East Ocean Avenue and A Street where it remained from 1939-1951. 
The inspiration for the bull with his pink nose was, Disney's movie “Ferdinand the Bull” 

which appeared in 1938, and also themed many parties and celebrations. 
However, in 1951, Ferdinand was stolen and found out on the San Julian Road. As the 
statue made of plaster of paris was over 1000 pounds, highway equipment pushed it into 

a nearby ditch. Two 17 year old boys were charged with burglary, one was convicted. 

This photo of Ferdinand was donated by Mike Perry. 
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Scolari Canoe 

A recent acquisition is an exquisite 17 Foot 
fiberglass canoe made from a kit by Bob 

Scolari & Bill Knoblee in 1983 to travel 
down the Santa Ynez River and the lagoon 
at Ocean Park. Once they capsized near the 

FCI bridge, so the cartoon is from that 
incident. 

Bob Scolari was a native of Lompoc and a charter member of the Historical Society. He 
was a commercial artist who was well known for his many artistic skills, sense of humor 

and sense of adventure. The canoe is now hanging in the rafters of our carriage house. 

Lompoc Review

December 31, 1920
CELITE CO. GIVES LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES 

XMAS
Desiring to express its appreciation of long and 
faithful service on the part of many of the 

employees, the Celite Products Company 
presented many of them with Life Insurance 
Policies in amounts ranging from $l,000 to 

$3,000 at Christmas. Length of service was 
taken into consideration in fixing the amounts of 

the policies. Many expressions of appreciation 
have been heard among employees for this novel 
Christmas gift. It would be a fine thing if other 

companies would follow the lead of the local 
concern as such consideration and good feeling 

so practically demonstrated can but have the 
effect of drawing into closer co-operation and 
understanding employer and employee, a 

condition notably evident in the case of the local 
plant.

Have yourself a      

Merry little Christmas... 
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Hi! Sign Update 

Electrical work being done RARE Electric. 
220 lights! 
Sign will be erected at American Host.  
No time line yet. 

Recent donations by Larry Huyck  and  
Richard Herrier. 

Razing of the 
Rudolph Mansion 
Lompoc's first Mayor was Harvey Sampson Rudolph. He lived in a beautiful 
three story Victorian style mansion located at Ocean Avenue & F St. Built in 
1890, the home was razed in 1961 after having been willed to the Lompoc 
Hospital District by Estelle Nichols and sold to Williams Bros. Market. 

Nichols, a long-time 
English teacher at both 
local and Santa 
Barbara schools, 
inherited the home 
from her mother, who 
was Harvey Rudolph's 
second wife. 

Today the Williams 
Bros. Market is 
Lompoc's Grocery 

Outlet store. 

This photo was taken 
by Ed Negus. 



 

$20 Lompoc Token 
This unusual “good for” $20 

Token from the late 1890's 

was minted for the Lompoc 

mercantile business of Klein & 

Lehmann.  Jules (Julius) and 

Ernest Klein and Armand 

Lehmann operated a general 

merchandise store on West 

Ocean Avenue during that time. 

[As an aside, all three were involved in the Lompoc Masonic 

Temple at 262 E. Fir and served as Masters of the Lodge. The 

daughter of Jules (Julius) married Arthur Freed, a president of 

the Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Science. Freed won the 

Best Picture award for “An American in Paris,” and “Gigi.”] 

“Good for” Tokens such as 

this one were similar to 

today’s gift card: they could be 

exchanged at the issuing store 

for merchandise. This 

particular Token is especially 

interesting because the 

amount, $20, about $550 

today, was quite unusual for 

the times. It is unclear how a customer might 

acquire one. 

The photo says they sold 

buggies, surries, wagons, 

reapers, mowers & farm 

implements. 

The Token was discovered when 

Audrey Clarke Morr posted a 

photo on Facebook on the 

Lompoc Forum asking if anyone 

knew what it was.  Kathy 

Howard and Cathy Cochrane 

responded. Bill Sudbrink, 

Kathy's husband, is the 

Historical Society’s coin expert; 

he researched it and reported 

that there was no record of 

such a token. 
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“Girls’ Notes” 
 

“At the beginning of the school year, the girls organized an Athletic association, electing 
Marguerite Rennie president, and Estella Bland secretary and treasurer. It was then 
agreed that both basketball and tennis should be taken up, and arrangements were made 

with the Student Body for equipment for both of these. 
One of our teachers kindly consented to teach us how to play basketball. The pupils 

practiced faithfully for some time and were progressing rapidly. Just before institute week, 
in October, word was received from Santa Maria that they wished to challenge us in 
basketball for Thanksgiving. Much spirit was manifested in the practice for the 

Thanksgiving meet with Santa Maria, and we were much 

Audrey, originally from Lompoc, now lives in Idaho, but she and her parents, Jim and BJ 

Clarke, lived on South H street for many years. She found the token in a box of items 

belonging to her late father. Once she was told what the Token was...and that the Society 

would be honored to add it to its collection of Lompoc “good for” Tokens...she responded 

quickly and enthusiastically by mailing it to the Society. The Token will be framed and 

displayed in the Reference room. 

Bill Sudbrink 

Hidden Treasures 
Tucked in between the first 

Lompoc Union High School 
publication “The Mustard Stalk” 
and the later “La Purisma” year-

books is “The Beam". Thanks to 
early LVHS donations from 

Leela McAdam McCabe, the is-
sues June 6th, 1905 until 1907 
are available to enjoy. Sharing 

illustrations from the second 
issue, May 1906, by artists 

Frank Barker (07) and Margaret 
Clark (09) with a glimpse of 
turn of the 20th century high 

school life for girls in Lompoc.   
Marcia Harris Hart 

Girls’ continued on page 6 
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disappointed when we learned that they had given up the idea 

of a contest with us. At this time, basketball was dropped, and 
has not been taken up since.  

At the time the girls began to play basketball there were some 
who did not care to join the team, so they took up tennis. A 
great deal of interest was shown in this game too, especially 

when it was reported that we were to meet Santa Maria. The 
girls were on the tennis court at every leisure moment, and we 
soon had four very good players-Rita Clark and Irene Talbott, 

Pearl Callis and Estella Bland-ready to accept Santa Maria’s 
challenge. When the contests with our neighbors failed to 

materialize the tennis enthusiasts were disappointed, but the 
girls have kept their practice in tennis. The tennis courts are 
always occupied 

when the weather 
permits, and many 

a good game is 
witnessed by the 
spectators on the 

benches by the 
court.” 
The Beam 

May, 1906 

Miguelito Park photo 

from “The Beam” 

high school yearbook 



 

This is just a reminder about your dues 

to the Historical Society. 
 

$25 adult, $35 family or adult lifetime 
$250. 
 

You may not have received the card sent 
in August and with these crazy times..... 
 

The Historical Society is closed for 
tours right now, but docents are still 

working. Dr. Blake Jamison works on the 
yard keeping all those roses in great 
shape. Lorraine Richardson helps him, 

too. 
 

Jesse Jones has been doing mega repair 
work everywhere...painted the carriage 
house replacing the dry rot in the 

shiplap. Painted the green windows 
around the house.  Next project it to 
replace the big wooden pergola over the 

tables. 
 

In the reference room docents meet in 
groups of 2-3 several times a week. There 
are lots of inquiries from our webpage 

run by Larry Huyck.  The Facebook page 
has many followers.  People really enjoyed 
all the JM employee photos from 1958 

and they will be on the Facebook page. 
 
Please send in your dues..... 

LVHS 

PO BOX 88 

Lompoc CA  93438 

 
Thanks for being a member, 

Karen Paaske 

August, September & October 2020 
Memorials & Membership 

 

Welcoming New Members 

Gail Wolpert 
Dan & Bev Grossi (Family) 

 

Total Number of Members: 382 

 

Mutt Beattie Jr. 
Mike McVicar (Life) 

Jim Domingos 
Billy Calvert 

Wanda Cowan Pendley 
Violet Galloway Bottroff McNett (Life) 

Recently passed away  

 

Memorials 

John Coe 

Ronald Reid 

Robert & Vivian Scolari 

Shirley Phelps 

Harvey James Rudolph (Living) 

Kenneth & Barbara Main (Living) 

Olga Garcia Gonzalez 

Barbara Sousa Rouleau 

Horace O. Reed 

Millie Dutra 

Ron Cardoza 

Wandy Pendley 

Page 7 

 

by Karen Paaske 

The reference room area 
is full of information 
requests are received 
constantly. This column 
reflects a few of the 
inquiries during the last 
few months. 

Reference Room 
Ramblings 

Ads in this Legacy issue are from 1894 

Lompoc Review newspapers 
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Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                     

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer                  

Lynn Romine  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      

Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose 

Machado Roberts, Jesse Jones, Irma Gadway, 

Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, 

Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Larry Huyck, Julie 

Ann McLaughlin,  Marcia Harris Hart, Eva 

Hamon Steve Junak and Karen Osland 

 Honorary Board member                        

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

• Winter Quarterly Event canceled due to 

Coronavirus-19 

• Open houses suspended until further 

notice 

• No Victorian Christmas Décor at the 

Spanne House this year 


