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The Work of CCC Landscape Architect 

Edwin Denys Rowe in Lompoc and his 

Pines on the Burton Mesa 
By Susan Chamberlin  

Edwin Denys Rowe participated in activities 
outside his duties planting the “Mission 
Garden” at the Depression-era, Civilian 
Conservation Corps’ reconstruction of La 
Purisima, where the garden was envisioned 
by its planners as a setting for the 
buildings, not as a replica of the original 
garden. The grand opening of the Lompoc 

Veterans Memorial Building was celebrated 
in 1937, where it was noted Rowe had 

This is the second part of a two part series 

Ed Rowe stands on Mt. Tranquillon near Lompoc next 
to Ceanothus Roweanus, a type of California lilac 
shrub he discovered that was named after him by bot-

anist Howard E. McMinn. 
Photo by Katherine K. Muller, Courtesy of the Santa Barba-

ra Botanic Garden.  
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Former Lompoc 

Police Chief       

Pat Walsh.  

“supervised the planting of hundreds of 
native trees and shrubs on Mission Hill” 
behind it. 12He enjoyed hybridizing native 
ceanothus, also known as California lilac. 
(Some of his hybrids were specified for the 
slope of the Burton Mesa he designed in 
1938 behind the La Purisima reconstruction 
project.) He discovered a new ceanothus 
species, Ceanothus papillosus Roweanus, 
on Mt. Tranquillon near Lompoc, which was 
named after him in 1939, as was a superior 
clone, C. Roweanus. (Neither are currently 
recognized taxonomically.) 13Because Rowe 
was considered an “authority on the type of 
planting prevalent in early California days” 
he was sent to San Juan Bautista Historical 
Monument for two weeks in February 1940 
to remove inappropriate plants on the plaza, 
supervise new planting, and install an 
orchard of “early mission type” behind the 
Castro House. 14In 1941 he was consulted 
by the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden on 
the design of the bridge being built to span 
the sluiceway of the old Santa Barbara 
Mission dam located there and the area 

around the dam.15  

Rowe lost his job at La Purisima, not 

because he bent policy to plant California 

native pine trees on the botanically-unique 

Burton Mesa but because America entered 

WWII when Pearl Harbor was bombed on 

December 7, 1941. Ironically this was the 

same day that Rowe gave tours of the 

Mission Garden, and High Mass was 

conducted in the reconstructed church at 

La Purisima to celebrate the completion of 

the church and all the other main 

reconstructed buildings during “Old Mission 
Days” in Santa Barbara County. Many CCC 
men immediately enlisted. Park 

headquarters remained on the Burton 

Mesa, but the barracks that had housed the 

CCC men were moved to Camp Cooke, 

where Rowe was sent in May 1942 to 

supervise and direct nursery operations 

with a crew of CCC enrollees planting trees, 

Edwin Rowe continued from Page 1 
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shrubs, and grasses for erosion control as 

part of the “war work program of the CCC.” 
But in July a letter informed him that his 

services were “terminated” because the CCC 
would no longer be funded. 16Camp Cooke 

later became Vandenberg Air Force Base.  

 

Rowe’s first service rating reviews were less 
than sterling. By the time his Mission 
Garden installation at La Purisima was 
completed he had been promoted to “Senior 
Foreman (Landscape Architect),” and he was 
rated at the highest “excellent” level for 
consistently outstanding work. Camp 
Superintendent H.V. Smith wrote, “His 
manner of handling the enrollees attracts 
their universal respect…He is invaluable to 
the project.” 17It is even noted in the records 
at the National Archive that Rowe “…also 
supervised numerous parts of the mission 
building restoration work…” While he had 
years of experience, it was always a point of 
contention with the bureaucrats that Rowe 
did not have a college education in 
landscape architecture. Despite glowing 
reviews, Rowe, who was 60, was considered 
too old to take the test for a new job as a 
landscape architect with the Department of 
the Interior because the age limit was 54.  
The California Division of Parks did not 
follow up on the suggestion that he would be 
excellent as the laborer-coordinator “to 
maintain and properly protect the heavy 
Federal investment at La Purisima.” 18The 
Mission Garden began to deteriorate. Having 
lost his housing at the CCC camps, his 
WWII draft card indicates he was living with 
his daughter, Barbara F. Rowe, a teacher in 

Lompoc.  

 

Several influential friends tried to find Rowe 

employment. Maunsell Van Rensselaer, the 

director of the Santa Barbara Botanic 

Garden, wrote to him that Finlay MacKenzie, 

Superintendent of Santa Barbara Parks, 

might soon be drafted. “If so the Park job 
will no doubt be available and I don’t know 
anyone who is better equipped to handle it 

than you.” Rowe declined to be considered 
for the position because he hated friction, 

and he knew the mayor already had 

somebody else in mind. 19Other possibilities 

Many of the pine trees Ed Rowe planted with his 
crew of CCC enrollees in 1938 still tower over the 
La Purisima Mission State Historic Park 
headquarters on the Burton Mesa. 
Photo credit: S. Chamberlin, 2020. 
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did not pan out. 

 

Rowe eventually became a Farm Labor 

Assistant with the Farm Labor Office in 

Lompoc, a branch of the Co-Operative 

Extension Service. In 1952 the Board of 

Trustees of the Santa Barbara Botanic 

Garden elected him to their Advisory 

Council. The secretary wrote, “…we will 
hope to have the privilege of calling on you 

from time to time for advice and guidance 

on horticultural problems, and shall be 

happy to have any suggestions which may 

occur to you on the Garden’s plantings.” 
20He died two years later.  

 

“We all thought he was a grand person…” 
was penciled onto a sympathy letter to his 

daughter, Barbara, that stated, “Be it 
resolved  that the trustees of the Santa 

Barbara Botanic Garden record their high 

regard for and appreciation of Mr. E.D. 

Rowe’s contribution to the wider knowledge 
and greater use of California native trees 

and plants. His passing is a loss to all of 

us…”21 

 

When Rowe died at age 73 on March 18, 

1954, he was a Lompoc civic leader and a 

noted authority on California native plants. 

A ceanothus species he discovered near 

Lompoc was named after him. He was a 

member of the prestigious Santa Barbara 

Botanic Garden Advisory Council and on 

the Lompoc Planning Commission, where he 

had a leading role in the development of the 

Cachuma recreation area according to his 

obituary. He was also instrumental in 

reorganizing the county park system and 

was El Presidente for the Mission 

Association, which put on the annual “Day 
at the Mission Fiesta” at La Purisima where 
he served on the La Purisima State Park 

Advisory Board. His funeral was conducted 

by his friend, Fr. Timothy O’Sullivan of 
Santa Inez Mission at the Oak Hill Cemetery 

in Ballard.22   

    

With only a high school education in 

England, during his years in America Rowe 

worked himself up from a plant propagator 

to a landscape construction supervisor to a 

well-regarded landscape architect and 

native plant expert, who was able to list 

outstanding Santa Barbara citizens on his 

Depression-era application to the 

Department of the Interior. The Mission 

Garden was considered a huge success 

when the State Park opened, but it declined 

dramatically during World War II due to 

neglect. Rowe’s second career was with UC 
Extension. Had he stayed in England it is 

unlikely that the rigid class system at the 

Today there are labels on some of the native 

plants in the “Mission Garden” that mention 
their Indian uses but not that they taught the 

Franciscan colonizers how to utilize native 

medicinal and other endemic plants.             

Photo Credit: S. Chamberlin, 2020 
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time would have permitted a gardener to 

climb so far up the ladder of success. Rowe 

lived the American dream.  

 

Today you can find labels on some of the 

native plants in the Mission Garden at La 

Purisima that mention their Indian uses, 

but no credit is given to them for guiding the 

Franciscans on how to utilize these plants, 

which helped them adjust to the new world 

the Spanish had conquered. Unfortunately, 

as of this writing California State Park 

leaflets available in the Visitor Center and 

materials on the Park website erroneously 

call this romanticized, formal garden a 

“restoration.” Be that as it may, the garden 
continues to charm visitors to the mission, 

and many of Ed Rowe’s pine trees still tower 
over the Burton Mesa. 
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The rest of Part 1’s end notes (2-11) from 

Legacy 142 of this two-part article appears 

here. Also included are the endnotes of Part 

2 from this issue. 

2Jan Timbrook used John P. Harrington (1884-1961) materials 
housed at the Smithsonian Institution for her landmark book, 
Chumash Ethnobotany: Plant Knowledge Among the Chumash 

People of Southern California. Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History and Heyday, Berkeley, CA, 2007. 

3E. Denys-Rowe, “Foreign Correspondence—Chrysanthemum 
Growing in America for Market or Show Purposes.” The 
Gardeners’ Chronicle, October 10, 1903, 253. 

4Harry M. Butterfield, “Builders of California Horticulture—Past 
and Present.” [part 1] California Horticultural Society Journal 
22:1 (January 1961) 2. The Newsom plan is reproduced on page 
80 in Elizabeth Kryder-Reid, California Mission Landscapes: Race, 
Memory, and the Politics of Heritage, University of Minnesota 
Press, Minneapolis, MN, 2016. Due to the COVID-19 
coronavirus, I was unable to visit the Santa Barbara Mission 
Archive to see the original Newsom plans or further determine 
Rowe’s role, but based on Butterfield, I disagree with Kryder-

Reid’s assessment. I was also unable to visit Special Collections 
at UCSB to view a copy of the rare book in note 6 below. 

5E.D. Rowe May 22, 1935 “Application for [permanent] 
Employment” with the U.S. Department of the Interior, National 
Archives at St. Louis, MO, Record Group 146 (henceforth 
National Archives, Record 146.) “Our Dutch Heritage” by Nellie 
“Babe” Riedel Preuss, compiled for her family in 1984, 111. 
Rowe’s work with Franceschi is noted in Harry M. Butterfield, 
“Horticultural Activity in the Santa Barbara Area,” California 
Horticultural Society Journal 29:2 (April 1968) 50 and in papers 
at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, Folders 114 (Rowe) and 18 
(Butterfield) courtesy of the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 
(henceforth SBBG Folder #.)  

6This rare booklet is also known as “List of Trees, Shrubs, 
Flowering & Foliage Plants: in Miss Charlotte Bowditch’s Garden, 
2233 Upper Garden Street, Santa Barbara, Cal” (no known 
publisher) 1912. 

7Anon, “Residences.” Southwest Contractor and Manufacturer 
17:13 (July 29, 1916) 19. For El Eliseo see David F. Myrick, 
Montecito and Santa Barbara: From Farms to Estates vol. 1, 
Pentrex Media Group, Pasadena, CA, 1987, 178 and “Thiene, 
Paul G.” By Susan Chamberlin in Shaping the American 
Landscape edited by Charles A. Birnbaum and Stephanie S. Foell, 
University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville, VA, 2009, 347-350 

8Edwin Denys Rowe, “Personal History Statement” for the 
Department of the Interior National Park Service ECW, Sept. 20, 
1934, National Archives, Record 146. Mrs. C.B. Raymond was 
one of Rowe’s references on several forms he filed 

9Anon, “Architect is Employed to Draw Up Master Plan of 
Mission Gardens.” The Lompoc Record, February 28, 1936, 1. 

10November 9, 1943 letter from E.D. Rowe, Farm Labor 
Assistant, Farm Labor Office, Lompoc, CA to Woodbridge 



 

Metcalf, Extension Forester, College of Agriculture, Berkeley, 
CA, SBBG Folder 114. Rowe was responding to a query from 
Metcalf apparently about trees, including pines (not specified) 
that Rowe says he did not plant. I have not italicized the species 
or corrected Rowe’s punctuation. The park master plan 
indicates that the pines should be retained because they were 
planted by the CCC. “La Purisima Mission State Historic Park 
General Plan.” California State Parks, Sacramento, CA, 1991, 4. 

11Rowe thought, but wasn’t sure, that Fleming had collected the 
seed on Guadalupe Island. In an April 10, 2020 email botanist 
Steve Junak told me that Pinus remorata is now considered a 
form of P. muricata, and it is found on Santa Cruz and Santa 
Rosa Islands but not known on Guadalupe Island. Fleming made 
several trips to Santa Rosa Island between 1922 and 1928. Both 
P. remorata and P. muricata are found on the north side of the 
Purisima Hills.     

Part 2 endnotes 

12Frank Grube, “A Great Day for Lompoc: Entire Community 
Celebrated Grand Opening of Veterans Memorial Building.” 
Lompoc Record, October 21, 2012, accessed online in May 2019. 

13Howard E. McMinn, “Notes on the Genus Ceanothus in 
California.” Madroño 5:1 (January 1939) 14 and note 25 in 
Chamberlin, “The CCC ‘Mission Garden’ at La Purisima and its 
Forgotten Designers.” Eden: The Journal of the California 
Garden & Landscape History Society 22:4 (Fall 2019) 34. After 
Rowe died Katherine Muller, by then the director of the Santa 
Barbara Botanic Garden, wrote to Barbara Rowe asking about 
some of her father’s hybrid ceanothus which she had donated. 
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Folder 114, courtesy of the 
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden (henceforth SBBG Folder 114.) 

14Feb. 13, 1940 “Memorandum for the Director of Personnel” 
and attached Radiogram of Feb. 10, 1940. National Archives at 
St. Louis, MO, Record Group 146 (henceforth National 
Archives, Record 146.) 

15Letter from Edwin D. Rowe, Landscape Architect to Maunsell 
Van Rensellaer [sic], Director Santa Barbara Botanic Garden. 
The letter is undated, but Van Rensselaer’s follow-up letter to 
Rowe is dated March 6, 1941. SBBG Folder 114. 

16United States Department of the Interior “Field Service CCC 
Rolls” prepared by H. Maier, May 15, 1942 and July 16, 1942 
letter from H. Maier to Edwin D. Rowe. National Archives, 
Record 146. 

17“Department of the Interior Service Rating Form” for Edwin 
D. Rowe signed by H.V. Smith, 6/12/1940. National Archives, 
Record 146. 

18June 19, 1941 Memorandum for Senior Foreman Edwin D. 
Rowe from Assisting Regional Director and August 26, 1942 
letter from H. Maier to Darwin Tate. National Archives, Record 
146. 

19Newton Drury was tasked with looking for jobs for Rowe in 
Washington, DC. July 26, 1941 letter from Van Rensselaer to 
Rowe; September 18, 1942 letter from Van Rensselaer to Rowe; 
October 24, 1942 letter from Rowe to Van Rensselaer. SBBG 
Folder 114.  

20January 21, 1952 letter from Mrs. Francis V. Lloyd to Rowe. 
SBBG Folder 114. 

21April 14, 1954 letter from Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 
President [Bullard] to Miss Rowe. SBBG Folder 114. 

22Anon, “E.D. Rowe, Civic Leader, Passes Here.” The Lompoc 
Record, March 18, 1954, 1. 
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May, June &  July 2020 
Memorials & Membership 

 

Welcoming New Members 

Patrick & Wynn Clevenger 
Dale Webdale 

Alex Kidd 
 

Larry Huyck upgraded to Life Membership 

 

Total Number of Members: 380 

 

Kenneth O’neal (Life) 
Recently passed away  

 

Memorials 

Betty Rennie McClellan 

Paul Tognetti  

Janet DeGraw  
Vivian Scolari 

Janet Duncan DeGraf 
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 From the front 
page of the 
Lompoc Journal 

October 21, 1911 

100 Years Ago This Month...  
The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, granting women’s right to 
vote, was ratified and officially approved August 26th, 1920. Nine years 
earlier, October 10th, 1911, California’s Proposition 4, granting women 
the right to vote in the state, narrowly passed by 3,587 votes. The 
Lompoc Journal article, below, from October 21, 1911 describes the 
first female voter to register in Santa Barbara (our Grandmother) and a 
series of articles planned going forward to “encourage and help these 
new citizens to intelligently use their new found liberty.” Juna (Julia) 
Harris’s grandchildren always remember her valuing her voting rights 
and proud of being the first woman voter in Lompoc (Santa Barbara 
County) to register. 

Joan Cutting Burke & Marcia Hart 

Julia "Juna" Corning 

Harris 20 years old, 

in 1908. 
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Executive Board 

Ken Ostini - President     

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President  

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President    

Linda Warren - Secretary    

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer     

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors     

Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose 
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 Honorary Board member    

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

• SEPT 4-6 Pioneer Weekend-canceled

• Open houses suspended until further

notice 

• No Victorian Christmas Décor at the

Spanne House this year

The 95th Annual Pioneer 

Labour Day Weekend 

Celebration Canceled 

Due to Coronavirus-19 


