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Joe Carlson: A Man of a Few byWords
Julie Ann McLaughlin
“Peace in the Valley” presents the history of
the Lompoc Police Department from its days
as a sleepy frontier town of around1,400 in
the early 1900s, to the contemporary 21st
century city with a population of over
42,000. The book documents department
leaders, methods and tools used though out
the years, and demonstrates how the
department changed with the times.

Book cover for Joe Carlson’s Book -above

Joseph L. Carlson moved to the city
of Lompoc in 1983. After a Ride-along
experience with Lompoc Police, Joe became
a volunteer for the Department in 1985. Joe
has a background in library science and was
VAFB’s Librarian until April 1999.
Sometime between 1985 and 1986, Bill
Brown mentioned to Joe that he would like
to see the history of the Lompoc Police
Department recorded and published into a

Author Joe Carlson with his book - left
Santa Barbara County Sheriff Bill Brown –below

“Peace in the Valley” continued on page 2
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“Peace in the Valley” continued from page 1

Joe completed his task in time for the 100book and asked Joe if he would be willing to year anniversary deadline, but budgetary
use his research skills to compile a
constraints kept the book from being
commemorative booklet about history of law published. Chief Bill Brown left LPD in 2007
enforcement in Lompoc for the 100-year
with only a digital copy of the manuscript on
anniversary of the police force in August of
file with the Department.
1999.
With the project stalled Joe had considered
Former Lompoc
giving his only hard copy of the manuscript
Police Chief
to the Historical Society and had lent it to
Pat Walsh.
me to read in 2012. Writing a novel set when
the police department was located in the
Lompoc Theatre building. I had the loose
8x10 printed pages for a couple of years
when Joe contacted me because there was
renewed interest in publishing his book, but
the digital copy was lost and I had the only
existing copy. Returned it to Joe a little
tattered and stained.
The progress to the publishing of the book
had been hampered along the way under
changing department leadership but with
some encouragement from Sheriff Bill Brown
the project was rejuvenated by former
Lompoc Police Chief Pat Walsh. With the
support of the Lompoc Police Foundation.
Joseph L. Carlson’s “Peace in the Valley:

Joe willingly undertook the project and
found most of the materials in the pages of
the Lompoc Record which were stored in the
basement of the public Library. Many
months were spent going over each issue to
locate police personnel, budget allocations,
building locations and the selection of new
Marshals and Chiefs though the years. In
addition to the newspaper reports Joe
scoured old ledger books, minutes from city
council meetings and personal
conversations with surviving police
personnel.

Photo from the book
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The book starts with J. Nelson Saunders
(our archives says he went by Nelson)
was considered to be the first City
Marshall of Lompoc.

No. 141

Our Reference room has a copy of “Peace in
the Valley: History of the Lompoc Police
Department 1890-2008” for viewing due to
the generous donation by Lynn Romine.
There is also a copy available for checkout
at the Lompoc Library as part of their Local
Author Collection. You can purchase a copy
from the Lompoc Police Foundation for $30.
From the inscription on the title page of my
copy of Joe’s book (pictured below) you can
see he truly is a man of “few words”, but as I
flip though the pages of “Peace in the Valley”
and read the stories that Joe has garnered
from his research I think he is a man of
“quite a few words”.
So check out this long over-due
Did you see
what I did
there?

John Nelson Saunders
City Marshall 1890-1902

book!
Because Joe
is a librarian.
Get it?

History of the Lompoc Police Department
1890-2008” was published in time for
Christmas 2019 through Acclaim Press.
At Lompoc City Council meeting where the
book’s release was announced, Joe was
surprised by being asked to “Say a few
words”. So Joe got up to the podium and
literally said, “A few words” which got a
laugh from the audience.
Less than a month later on January
9th,2020 Pat Walsh resigned as Lompoc’s
Police Chief to become the first Police
Chief of a newly formed Police Department
for the city of Menifee in Riverside County.
Leaving behind a lasting legacy to be
enjoyed for years to come.

Joe Carlson saying
“A few words.”
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New Jail Facility
Police Chief William Peterson …
can be rightly proud of this new
addition to our civic structures.

Lompoc has long been the target of Grand Jury criticism over
its jail facilities… This criticism
prompted the construction the new $111,000
structure at 115 South D Street. Ultra-modern
in every respect, the new headquarters will provide for the tops in police work efficiency.
For the first time in the history of jails, Lompoc
will now be able to provide for the proper incarceration of juveniles and female prisoners. A
multitude of modern innovations are included in
the new facility including every possible means
of maximum security and safety within the confines.

For example, there will be only one entrance to
the security portion of the building and this will
be from the receiving room. Two emergency or
fire doors, are located but only open automatically in the case of fire. All of the cells in the security section of the structure are equipped with
sliding doors operated from a single control.
When one considers that all persons confined
are not necessarily guilty of breaking the law, it
is only proper that decent, clean and adequate
facilities be provided those so confined.
We are now holding our heads high for we feel
that the city now has such facilities comparable
to any provided by a city of the same size.
(except from LVHS archives of LPD newspaper clippings,
marked 1953)

Interior of Lompoc Police Station? Does anyone recognize which one? E-mail me
jamc2001@gmail.com with the answer if you know.
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Fun Facts;)

The Lompoc Theatre shared its premises

with the Police Department in the 1940s. The bars from that jail
adorn the windows of our Carriage House at the L & Walnut
complex.

“Peace in the Valley”

is a gospel song written in 1937 by

Thomas Dorsey. It became popular with the Red Foley and the
Sunshine Boys recording in 1951, making it the first gospel recording
to sell a million copies. It became enormously popular with the Elvis
rendition on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1957. Presley dedicated his
performance to the 250,00 refugees fleeing Hungary after the doubleinvasion by the Soviet Union. (Joe Carlson told me that he didn’t recall this
song when naming his book. He just thought it would make a cool title. Although
Joe is an Elvis fan, but Presley’s gospel hit “How Great Thou Art” is his favorite.)

Remember The Steps At Surf??
By Justin M. Ruhge
2019

Photo from the book

four trains a day stopping there. Surf is also
the most accessible beach for Lompoc with a
modern, scenic road to the station.

For the past 20 years access to the beach had
been limited by the Air Force Program to Protect
This 1926 snapshot shows the wooden
steps to the beach that were once located at the the Snowy Plover birds and their nesting sited
on the Beach.
“Surf” Depot of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Station, when steam trains were king and Surf However, recently a review of the beach and the
was a major watering stop. Shown here are the plover nesting was conducted by state, county,
McCabe and Spencer families: Gail and Hazel
City and Air Force organizations. The Air Force
Spencer, Leella McCabe and Bryce, and Bert
is opening up the beach to year around use. It
Spencer and Shirley McCabe. You sat on the
has offered to build a boardwalk on which visibottom step to put on or take off your shoes.
tors could view the plovers. Perhaps a new set
of steps could be included in these plans. The
These steps were built by the Civic Club of
steps could be a set of packed granite sand and
Lompoc. They secured a lease from the Southrailroad tie which would be an easy and low
ern Pacific Railroad in San Francisco and by
building the steps made the beach accessible to cost improvement. Or a plastic wood structure
all. The Civic Club was active in many such im- like the old stairs shown above.
provements in Lompoc.
Those steps are a thing of the past, but the
need for a secure and safe walkway down to the
beach from the modern Amtrak Surf Station
still exists. That walk to the beach is now a dirt
track. Hundreds of visitors and residents visit
the Beach every week by driving west on 246
through 10 miles of ag land and Air Force Base.
The beach is a rough and pristine scene of empty pounding surf. Many visitors stop to sit and
watch it, some go down to the water for a picnic, and many catch the Amtrak train at the
modern station there.
Surf is the Station for the City of Lompoc with

Page 6

Reference Room
Ramblings
by Karen Paaske
The reference room area is full of information
requests are received constantly. This column
reflects a few of the inquiries during the last
few months.

Recently the reference room had
inquiries from the city of Lompoc about
the old boat ramp at Ocean Park and we
were able to supply some old photos.
Seems there is a plan to put in a new
ramp and have non-motorized vehicles in
the lagoon!
Mike Johnson sent in a story loosely
based on the kidnapping of Walter Grossi
and 10-year-old William Grossi in
December of 1955. Found the newspaper
articles and it was quite an adventure
with a prisoner from the prison taking
them all the way to Carpenteria! Of
course, Doni Grossi remembered the
event and had more tales to tell!
Kirsten Worthley of Lompoc City Water
inquired about the history of a small plot
of 10 acres just above the cemetery.
Seems it had to do with water rights for
the property going back to 1910 with an
agreement to the city.
In the previous ramblings, there was an
inquiry about the 1949 shipwreck of the
Ioannis G Kulukundis. Eva Costa Hamon
remembered it well. Her then fiancé, Joe,
went flying over the wreck, the plane
wheels caught on the wire holding the
ship to the shore and the plane flipped
landing upside down on the beach! The
two men walked away unscathed.
Gus Knickrehm, son, asked about articles
in the Lompoc Record about his father,
Gus and were able to provide the articles
and pictures. Gus came in when Dennis
Grossini was working and they shared old
memories.

William Steck looked for information on
the “Rail Line to the Mine.”
Seta Toroyan asked about her
husband's family, especially Susan
Henning Van Clief who operated a
sanitarium and birthing center on the
land where the Convalescent Care
Home is now located.
Many thanks go to Kathy Howard and
Lynn Clock for their generous
donations this year. Also Dr. Blake
Jamison made a very generous
donation in memory of Andy Learned.
The Society is especially thankful for
the trust of Louise Mollath whose
funding is provided every year. She
was a very special lady that continues
to help various Lompoc organizations.

From the Desk of the Treasurer –
Jeannette Wynne
We have a lovely dinner coming March
10th cooked by our own Don Fletcher. I’m
looking forward to a great meal and
evening. Be sure
to get your reservations and checks
mailed to me to arrive by February 27th!
Don will need to know how many to
prepare for. The
reservation form is in this newsletter.
FYI: I have prepared and filed all Federal,
State, and local County reports for the
last Fiscal year concerning our non-profit
organization. These documents are
available to the membership for perusal
upon request.
Remember, get those March dinner
reservations in as soon as possible.
Happy Spring to all !
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Andy and Phyllis Learned pictured below

By Myra Manfrina
Andy Learned, 9 year Treasurer of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society,
died on Dec. 22, in Lompoc. He became
Treasurer in 1992 and served ably in that
capacity until 2001 when his wife Phyllis
became ill. In that year Jeannette Wynne
took over his duties and has served
beautifully in that position to this day.
Andy remained on the Board of Directors
for many years after that.
Andy joined the W. Atlee Burpee Seed
Co. at Floradale Farms in Lompoc in
about 1952, working up to Assistant
Manager and then assuming the
managership in 1979 when Manager Walt
Manfrina retired, continuing that
position up to the Burpee company
closure in 1985. He remained in the seed
industry, working for nearby Bodger Seeds.
Gertrude Loynachan Learned, Andy’s
mother, was persuaded by me (Myra)
to write her memoirs for our Lompoc
Legacy publication. She was then living
in Santa Barbara. Her most interesting
stories of early Lompoc turned out to be 8
issues of the Legacy, providing us with
much vital history from 1898 to 1923.

Andy’s children, Susan Learned
Spittle, of Ashland, Oregon, and Kenneth
Learned, of Goleta, were so thoughtful in
asking that donations in their Dad’s
memory go to the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society, for which we are most
grateful.

November, December 2019 &
January 2020
Memorials & Membership
Welcoming New Members
Anita Donohoe (Life)
Joseph Heuring
Larry Huyck upgraded to Life Membership

Total Number of Members: 395
Karl Corser
Recently passed away
Memorials
Andy Learned

U p a n d C o m i n g E v e n t s. . .
Executive Board
Ken Ostini - President
Ardeane Machado Eckert - 1st Vice President
Dr. Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President
Linda Warren - Secretary
Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer
Jan Webb - Corresponding Secretary

•
•
•
•

MAR 10 Spring Event
MAR 28 open house
APR 25 open house
MAY 22 open house

Directors
Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose
Machado Roberts, Jesse Jones, Brian Donelson,
Irma Gadway, Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher,
Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina,
Lynn Benedict Romine, Larry Huyck, Julie Ann
McLaughlin, and Marcia Hart
Honorary Board member
Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel

COME TO SPRING
QUARTERLY EVENT
TUESDAY, MARCH 10TH
2020 @ 6:30PM
Lom po c V al ley
His tor ic al So ci et y
P . O. Bo x 88
Lom po c C A 93 43 8
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