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VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

There’s now a chill in the morning air while walking along the rose garden path to
the reference room. Once inside, you’re heartedly greeted by everyone and offered a cup of
Doni’s famous coffee. Busy volunteers are researching, organizing and filing, all the while
having animated conversations about Lompoc and its countryside of long ago. Doni, Eva
and Rose all agree, “Our country childhoods were the BEST !”

Reference Room Volunteers: Rose Machado Roberts ; Doni Grossi Silva; Eva Costa Hamon

Remarks from Friday, August 31st School Reunion Dinner at the Elks Lodge
Lompoc in many years, things are always changing. Lompoc has a woman mayor, Jeannelle
Osbourne! Buildings and businesses change all of the time. Just open today (Friday, August
30th,2019) on West Ocean avenue is Lompoc Beans, a colorful building that used to be a gas
station. Just to the east of us is the Wine Ghetto, which was Grefco. Wine tasting rooms are all
over Lompoc. Longoria's is in the old JM Club. Brewer Clifton winery on F street was on Wine
Spectator's top 10 wines in 2014, when no other California wine was on that list.
Remarks continued on page 5
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Eva’s family moved, in 1917, to San Julian to farm, then to Jalama in 1930. She and her
brothers attended 1st-6th grade at Jalama School House.* Doni and her brothers also
attended Jalama. Her family first lived across the street from El Camino School where
she started 1st grade, learning to speak English as she only knew Italian. Then her family
moved to Guadalupe, but came back to manage a dairy farm in Jalama when Doni was
eight.
Jalama School when Eva was about 11 years old

Row 1-Sylvia Acquistapace Signorelli, Jean Guerra Dalcerri, Betty Guerra Bondietti, Louie Dalcerri, Dorothy
Costa Dayton.Row2-Anna Mendez Smith, Irma Williams Grossini, Eva Costa Hamon, Louie Costa, Andrew
Mendez, Alfred Chaves, Frank Dalcerri, Ernest Chaves.

Rose never lived in Jalama. She grew up in Santa Rita where her family farmed beans on
six hundred acres for twenty six years. They lived on a ranch off Hodge Canyon Road in
the Santa Rita Hills. All the family were born there (except her oldest brother) with Rose
being the youngest. She attended Santa Rita School House from 1st to 3rd grade. In those
years (1930’s) Rose, her sister and brothers took a two wheeler buggy with a horse to
school as it was three miles away. The school had a barn to keep the horse till it was time
to go home. Santa Rita finally had to close when Rose was in 3rd grade as she and
Tommy Silva were the last two students and Tommy moved away. After the school closed,
Rose remembers the early mornings running with her older brother Tony (Ardeane
Machado Eckert’s Dad) to catch the bus. “Tony would take my hand and airlift me the
mile to catch the school bus going to Lompoc Grammar School in town.”
*Country schools did not have kindergarten
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Rose

Santa Rita School House
“We were a little more modern out in Jalama” says Eva. “Mother often drove us to
school, then we would walk home the 1 ½ miles. Dad did farm with horses though,
(Nelly and Jim) until getting his first tractor in the late 1930’s.”
Speaking of horses… Rose’s dad also farmed with them. By the time Rose was four
years old she knew when her mother called her dad in for lunch she could race down
the hill and catch a horse ride, with her favorite horse Jerry, back to the stable.
Doni and her brothers had horses. “We all had horses in the country!” They learned
how to stand on top of the horses (like photo of Eva’s friends below) to pick the best
high fruit from the trees near their property. Doni also tells of an early summer day
walking back home from school with her brothers and friends. “There were five of us
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and we decided to walk through Mr. Ruffner’s good garden. We spotted a big, ripe
watermelon and, before we had time to think, picked it up and ran away to under the
Mendez Bridge to hide and break it open. When Mama realized we were late getting back
to our chores at the dairy she went looking for us and found all of us having a great time
eating watermelon. She marched us all back down (Mama ruled) to Charlie Ruffner to
apologize, in person, for stealing from him. We never did that again!”

There were no country stores out in Jalama or Santa Rita, just the school houses. In those
days neighbors didn’t want to go far from home after farming all day and the school house
was “right there”. Doni and Eva remember out in Jalama School celebrating every holiday
with an event or program.
“May Day was always beautiful”. Eva and her classmates decorated a May pole with pretty
ribbons. There was a little section at the back of the school room that was made into a
stage. One year, for the Christmas play, Doni was Tiny Tim…being the tiniest in her
school. Eva played Mary in the Christmas program’s nativity scene. Her Mama bought the
baby doll, which Eva had for a very long time. Parties were often held at both schools
with Doni’s dad, Babe, playing the accordion, Leroy Grossini was on guitar and Daisy
Olinger on piano. Per Rose; “That’s what we had, and it was a lot of fun”
Trips to town (Lompoc) were for supplies and school clothes. However, the one BIG event
that every family looked forward to, all year long, was the three day Portuguese Festas to
commemorate and honor Portugal’s Queen St. Isabel. The beautiful legacy of her love and
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caring heart for her subjects has lived on for seven centuries. Always in June, Father’s
Day weekend, there was a Saturday night dance with the crowning of the queen and
maids held at the Memorial building. On Sunday morning a procession, (parade) began at
the Memorial building, went down H, across Ocean and up I Street to the old La Purisma
Catholic Church** where a celebratory mass was held. In the afternoon, everyone would
gather out at Miguelito Park for a fresh beef barbecue with beans and bread. Monday was
“clean up” day and Sopas (soup) was served. Below, from Lompoc Record (November 14th,
1972) originally printed in 1940’s. The photos include Eva’s dad and brother helping
barbecue the beef at Miguelito and Lompoc’s Mary Cabral as a maid in the Queen’s court.

Above caption reads:
“The pictures at right and left were taken in the early 1940's. Left, a group of immigrant and first generation
American born Portuguese pose at Miguelito Park during a feed of the yearly festa in Lompoc. Left to right
are John Cabral, Manuel R. Silva, Frank Silva, Joe Costa, Frank T. Silva, Manual P. Costa, Manuel Laranjo,
Jule Silva, Victor Alvez, and Gilbert Chard. At right is the queen of a past festa, Mary (Mendez) Valla, and
her two maids, Lena Cheves, left, and. Mary (Silva) Cabral, right.”

To our readers; we always look forward to hearing from you. Drop by to say hello, when
you can, we’d love to see you. Marcia Harris Hart
** The new La Purisma Catholic Church, on Olive & I, was completed in 1961 across the street from the old
church, dedicated in 1920.
Remarks continued from page 1

The Lompoc Hospital is on land that was a Senior center, and before that the Royal Coach
restaurant. The place where the Bowling alley was is now senior living apartments. The Hi
Restaurant is now a new Starbucks and Foster's restaurant became the Jetty and is now a
modern laundromat! ...
(the list of other changes that have happen will be featured in future Legacy issues)
… Lompoc has 5 Cannabis dispensaries with more to come. Between this and the wine industry
Lompoc's temperance founders would be very surprised to see the ol' town now!
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Reference Room
Ramblings
by Karen Paaske
The reference room area is full of information requests
are received constantly. This column reflects a few of the
inquiries during the last few months.

Our reference room volunteers, Doni
Grossi, Eva Hamon, Rose Roberts, Lynn
Romine, Linda Warren, Marcia Hart and
Karen Paaske are terrific at finding answers
with Myra Manfrina's terrific knowledge.
Dennis Grossini has been putting all
the heavy Lompoc Record volumes in
order in our vault.

August, September & October 2019
Memorials & Membership
Welcoming New Members
Yvonne Scolari
Steven Scolari
Dianne Cowen (Life)
Marilyn Davison
Cindy Kuhn
Stacy Lawson
Inklings (Business)
Larry Huyck upgraded to Life Membership

Total Number of Members: 397
Nan Fabing (Life)
Danny Lee Thomas (Life)
Recently passed away
Memorials
Jennie Meredith (Life)
Richard Grossini (Life)
Robert Emil Scolari
Virginia Bettencourt
Curtis Williams
Freda L. Williams
Jack Hufford

More help is always needed.
Ron Hooker asked about a
shipwreck. On July 11th, 1949, the
Greek cargo ship, Ioannis G Kulukundis
built in 1944, from Vancouver to Cape
Town with a cargo of wheat, was wrecked
in fog at Point Arguello.
Cynthia Carbone Ward is doing a
story on Alfie's moving to a new location
for the Santa Barbara Independent. The
paper also asked permission to use
fishing photos on a steelhead story.
Mike Sewell, of Alfie's, wondered
about the history of his new location in
the Scratch Kitchen building.
Warren Miller of the Santa
Barbara Historical Society is working on
a book about famous western artist,
Edward Borein, who worked at Rancho
Jesus Maria and wanted photos of that
area around 1890.
The coast guard requested its
yearly review of the USS Chauncey
anchor on our property.Photos of Ocean
Park were sent to Jim Mosby, Lompoc
city councilman.
Edward Rowe, who worked on the
restoration of the mission gardens is the
subject of an article by Susan
Chamberlin, and hopefully a portion will
be published in a legacy soon.
The history of a home at 676
LaSalle Canyon (top floor moved from
town) was asked by Adam Loney.
Susan Gallacher needed old
photos of the Village Inn.
Thanks to all who helped at the Lompoc
Caulk festival, especially Doni Silva and
Lynn Romine, who stayed at the booth
both days!
The Festival
benefits the
Lompoc Theatre
Project . We
sponsored a square
that feature our
Model-T and...

...the artistry
of Don Fletcher.
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This Year’s Hall of Fame
Each year at the Lompoc Historical Society
Dinner Labor Day weekend, the Lompoc
High Alumni Association honors graduates
of Lompoc High School for their
achievements. This year there were 4
graduated honored.

Eddie Hawley Sissons, who resides in
Phoenix Az has spent her life as a
community advocate, especially for
families and health throughout Arizona.
Eddie has numerous awards including
Citizen of the Year, National Association of
Social Workers, Arizona Chapter, 2019
and Senator Andy Nichols Award, Arizona
Public Health Association, 2015.

From the Desk of the Treasurer –
Jeannette Wynne

Above: Barry and Debbie Manfrina; Ruth Schuyler;
Eddie Hawley Sissons

Barry and Debbie Manfrina wrote and
edited the Lompoc High Alumni newsletter
for many years and are active in various
Alumni events and raising money for the
Alumni Scholarship program.

Members of the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society, Debbie is a long time board
member devoting countless hours to the
schools and classes, organizing and giving
tours.

I mailed out membership renewals in
August If you are on an annual renewal
basis.
They were due Sept. 1st.
Most have been received in a timely
manner. However, several members have
outstanding dues.
I hope to receive them soon, or this will
be your last Legacy mailing.
We don’t want to lose any members, so
please mail your checks soon or drop
them by the Reference Room.
Thank you from the gal who keeps the
bills paid and the lights on!
Lompoc Fire Department personnel tour the
house and museum September 16, 2019.
Some for the first time.

Barry assists with computer and photo
work. They have assisted many 4-H
members with their animal projects.
Ruth Schuyler's community service in
Lompoc includes 30 years with the all
volunteer Search and Rescue team, Boy
Scouts, Flower Festival Parade floats,
Rebecca’s, Women's Chamber of
Commerce and Meals on Wheels.

In the group photo l to r are Dena Paschke, John
Steffens, Cody Lee, Jeff Edman, Brian Federmann,
Ian Sadecki & Joel Larson

U p a n d C o m i n g E v e n t s. . .
Executive Board
Ken Ostini - President
Ardeane Machado Eckert - 1st Vice President
Dr. Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President
Linda Warren - Secretary
Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer
Jan Webb - Corresponding Secretary

• open house NOV 23 canceled for
preparation of holiday decorations
• Closed for Thanksgiving November 28
• NOV 29 & 30 open house
• DEC 7 & 14 open house
• JAN 25 open house

Directors
Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose
Machado Roberts, Jesse Jones, Brian Donelson,
Irma Gadway, Karen Paaske, Don Fletcher,
Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina,
Lynn Benedict Romine, Larry Huyck, Julie Ann
McLaughlin, and Marcia Hart
Honorary Board member
Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel

COME EXPIRENCE
THE VICTORIAN
CHRISTMAS DECOR
NOV 29TH & 30TH
DEC 7TH & 14TH
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