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The largest missiles launched today leave 

earth from SLC6 at south Vandenberg Air 

Force Base. Originally developed as the West 

Coast military Shuttle facility, this noted 

site is in the company of numerous historic 

events in our long history.   

The very site got its name, Point Pedernales, 

from the original exploration of California by 

the Spanish Portola expedition in 1769.  The 

modern name is Point Honda for the nearby 

canyon of that name.  The rocks in this area 

are very craggy and sharp and made of flint 

so when Portola reached the location his 

troops broke off pieces of flint to use in their 

flint lock rifles, therefore the name Spanish 

for flint.  The Spanish recorded that there 

was a Chumash village in the area from 

which the people visited with the members 

of the expedition.  

The next reference in history is the 

shipwreck of the Yankee Blade in 1854 

which occurred on the rocks of the 

In 2000, These Massive Launch Facilities at SLC-6 
on Vandenberg Air Force Base Look Down on the 
Site of so Many Maritime Tragedies and Loss of Life. 
Photograph by the Justin M. Ruhge. 

Space Launch Complex 6: 

A Historic Location    
by Justin M. Ruhge 

Space Launch Complex 6: 

A Historic Location    
by Justin M. Ruhge  
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Pedernales.  Some 40 passengers were lost 

and the gold laden ship broke up and is in 

the rocks below the surf.   

The next notable event at this location was 

the 1907 wreck of the Southern Pacific 

Railroad “Shriners” express in which 37 

were killed as a result of the broken rails.  

In 1911 the cruise ship Santa Rosa went 

aground at Honda Canyon near the SLC6 

site with the loss of many lives.  The ship 

was salvaged for scrap. 

In 1913, another Southern Pacific train 

crashed in the same area. 

History struck again in 1923 when seven 

new US Navy destroyers piled up on the 

flinty rocks known as the Disaster at Honda. 

23 sailors were lost there. Parts of the 

destroyers still rest on the bottom at this 

location. 

Finally, in 1933 the Japanese oil tanker 

Nippon Maru went aground in this graveyard 

of the Pacific.  The crew was rescued. The 

ship was partially salvaged and the rest is 

under the waves with the other disasters at 

this mysterious location. 

[Editor’s Note: The Japanese tanker NIPPON MARU, was 

wrecked in fog on 28th May, 1933, off Honda Point, near 
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Above drawing sourced from JALOPNIK website’s article 

“The Space Shuttle’s Military Launch Complex in California 

That Never Was” by Tyler Rogaway dated   June 10, 2015. 

https://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/the-space-shuttle-s-

military-launch-complex-in-californ-1710303170  

https://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/the-space-shuttle-s-military-launch-complex-in-californ-1710303170
https://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/the-space-shuttle-s-military-launch-complex-in-californ-1710303170
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San Pedro, California, due to a navigational error. The 
wreck was refloated and salvaged in situ, until several 
months later, she slipped back in the sea. By pure 
coincidence, she now lays at 'Destroyer Rock', between the 
US destroyers, sunk there 10 years earlier in the HONDA 
POINT DISASTER (1923). Read more at wrecksite: https://
wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019 ] 

In the 1980s the Shuttle disaster on the 

East Coast ended the planned use of this 

SLC6 facility built for Airforce Programs on 

the West Coast.   

However, despite the location coincidence 

with the ironies of history, the West  

Coast Space program has been on a 

successful path with many launches and 

more to come. The facilities have been 

redesigned to handle the United Launch 

Alliance “heavy” missiles launching giant 

satellites into polar orbit. 

 Reference: Maritime Tragedies on the Santa Barbara 

Channel. By Justin M. Ruhge, 2000/2007/2010. 

[Editor’s Note: The Japanese tanker NIPPON MARU, was 

wrecked in fog on 28 th May, 1933, off Honda Point, near 
San Pedro, California, due to a navigational error. The 
wreck was refloated and salvaged in situ, until several 

months later, she slipped back in the sea. By pure 
coincidence, she now lays at 'Destroyer Rock', between the 
US destroyers, sunk there 10 years earlier in the HONDA 
POINT DISASTER (1923). Read more at wrecksite: https://
wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019 ] 

Below drawing’s caption reads: “The wreck of the Yankee 
Blade as she apeared [sic] on the evening of October 1st 
1854. From a drawing made upon the spot by one of the 
passengers, A.T. Harrison” Britton & Rey (lithographer - 

active 1851-1902) A.T. Harrison (Artist –1854)  
From the Robert B. Honeyman, Jr. Collection of Early 
Californian and Western American Pictorial Material Series 
groupings California pictorial lettersheets. Found on the 
Huntington Library’s website. 

https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019
https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019
https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019
https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?162019
http://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/tf9p3012wq/?&brand=oac4
http://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/tf9p3012wq/?&brand=oac4
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An article from the Lompoc 
Record Aug 22, 1919 
------------------ 

Mammoth Free Barbecue 
For Admission Day, Sept. 9 

It is planned to give a free Barbecue and to 
have sports, exhibitions, dancing and 

other amusements that will appeal to each 
and every member of the community for 
the celebration to be given on Admission 

Day at Miguelito Park by the Catholics of 
Lompoc. 

The members of the executive committee 
are working hard, and that they will be 

successful is assured when we remember 
that they have such active and live wires as 
the following: Mr. Domingo Manfrina, 

general manager; Mr. Geo. Sanor, 
Chairman, Messrs. Joe Scolari, Dan 

Grossi, Ed Sutter, Jim Guerra, Stephen 
Scolari, Martin Bros, Manuel Domingues, 
A. Pensa, J. Adamoli, Alex Olivers, Andrew

Ortega, Jim Daly, Tom Hayes, Denis Daly,
Jim McCloskey. Music Committee, A.
Pensa Publicity, J.F McCLoskey, Tom

Clifford, Fr. Morris Games:  Harry Kaiser,
Ed Sutter, Alex Adomoli.

The following have already contributed 
materially towards its success. 

Messrs. Domingo Manfrina, Geo. Sanor, Ed 
Sutter, Jim Daly, Ben Grossi, F. 

Bennamatti, Stephen Scolari, John 
Sweeney, John Freise, G. Morsoili, John 
Adamoli, G. Abatti, Joe Scolari, Philip 

Scolari, A. Pensa, W.J. Baker, Martin Bros. 
Harry Kaiser, T. Ostini, J.F. McCloskey, 
Altar Society. 

There will be a meeting of the executive 

committee at the Parochial residence next 
Tuesday evening at 8 o'clock. 
The Grand Ball to be given in the Opera 

House, Tuesday evening Sept. 9th will be 
under the auspices of the ladies of the 

church.  Each lady is working as a 

committee of one to make it the greatest 
success yet. 

So that we may not 
forget...Lompoc WWII 
Flying Ace 
From Lompoc, serving 

the USA in WWII, was 
Verl Erwin Jett, born in 

Missouri in 1920. In 
1929 moved to 
California with his 

parents Toll and Lydia. 
They lived on F Street 

in Lompoc. Toll owned 
the Barber Shop on 
South H Street. Verl 

“Bill” graduated from 
Lompoc High in 1937 
and was on the football 

team. He went to Santa Maria Junior 
college and a classmate, Wilson Burrill, 

remembers Bill as an academic achiever 
graduating in 1940. While working at 
Lockheed Aircraft, he enlisted in the Army 

Air Corp. and graduated from flight 
training August 15, 1941. Serving at 
Wheeler Field in Hawaii prior to the Pearl 

Harbor attack and in the South Pacific Jett 
was promoted to Captain flying P38 

aircraft, becoming an Ace with his 
5th downing of enemy aircraft. He became 
squadron commander with a total of 7 

“kills.” Jett was transferred to Italy with 
the 82nd fighter group. He returned to the 

states in 1945. Colonel Jett retired in 
August 1963 from the Air Force to 
Porterville, CA where he taught 

Agricultural mechanics in local high 
schools. He was awarded the Silver Star, 
Distinguished Flying Cross with 3 Oak Leaf 

Cluster and Air Medal with 4 Oak leaf 
Clusters. Verl Jett died in Twain Harte 

March 1984. 
By Karen Passke 

valor.militarytimes.com
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This aircraft served 

with the 475th 
Fighter Group 

"Satan's Angels", 
431st Fighter 
Squadron in 

December 1943 at 
Dobodura New Guinea 
whilst piloted by Captain Verl 

Erwin Jett. 

His aircraft had a sexy depiction of a lady 

on the nose art with a thought cloud 
containing the pilot’s name and kill marks. 

The large “120” number was on the tail as 
well as the nose. 
The Lockheed P-38 Lightning is a World 

War II-era American piston-engined fighter 
aircraft. Developed for the United States 
Army Air Corps, the P-38 had distinctive 

twin booms and a central nacelle 
containing the cockpit and armament. 

Allied propaganda claimed it had been 

nicknamed the fork-tailed devil by the 
(German) Luftwaffe and “two planes, one 

pilot” by the Japanese. The P-38 was used 
for interception, dive bombing, ground 
attack, as well as photo reconnaissance, 

and evacuation missions. It was extensively 
used as a long-range escort fighter when 
equipped with drop tanks under its wings. 

Photo of pilot 

V.E. Jett from

475th.org

Above photos of Captain Jett’s P-38’s nose art 

are from themodellingnews.com 



Queen Mary 

& King John 

perfecting their 

royal wave for 

the Parade. 

May, June & July 2019 
Memorials & Membership 

Welcoming New Member 

Norman Perry 

Total Number of Members: 401 

Sylvia Signorelli 
Bruno Mautino 
Lucille Harman 

Recently passed away 

Memorial Contribution in Honor of 

Joe Milligan 
Sylvia Signorelli 

Welcome Back! 

David Paul 
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Front row:  Barry Manfrina, Rose 

Roberts, Jackie Roberts, Doni Silva,    
Eva Hamon 
Middle row:  Harvey Wynne, Linda 
Warren, Karen Paaske, Lisa Renkin,   
Steve Junak 
Back row:  Debbie Manfrina, Dr. Blake 
Jamison, Karen Osland, Ken Ostini 

“Summertime Fun & Friends” 
(The 67th Flower Festival’s Theme) 

Tilden Brugnelli’s Model T Race  Car  

Joe Avila and Brian Donelson cruisin’ by the 

old Lompoc Theatre representing the 

Historical Society in this year’s Flower 

Festival Parade. 

Lompoc’s Comprehensive 

Care Center elects a King 

and Queen each year to 

ride in the Flower Festival 

Parade. Mary Cabral and 

John Forbes were crowned 

this year. 

Mary with her son, Alvin. 

He’s a prince. 

Hollister Ranch Visit 

June 11, 2019 

June 29th 

2019 



 

Lompoc Record 

Online Now! 

Newspaper.com     

Free at the      

Lompoc Library 

The June BBQ was 

enjoyed by many of our 
members. Thanks to Don 

Fletcher and the River Bottom Boys, Ardeane 
Eckert and Doni Silva for all of their hard 
work. The desserts brought by attendees 

were awesome! 
 
Jesse Jones repaired & painted the picnic 

tables prior to the BBQ so they looked 
amazing. 

 
The blacksmith shop, workshop and wagon 
area recently were treated for termites. Dan 

Dutra directed this endeavor. 
 

In June, 15 Historical Society members 
toured the Hollister Ranch home built in 
1910. Cynthia Carbone Ward arranged the 

tour and delighted us with her stories. 
Lunch at Bulito Beach was enjoyed by all. 
 

The annual Elk's dinner is Friday, August 
30. Everyone is invited! Many classes will be 

attending. This event has been going on 
since the late 1980's. 
 

The Historical Society greatly appreciates the 
yearly trust proceeds from Louise Mollath 
which enables us to pay our insurance and 

most of the utilities for the year. 
 

Even though the historical society is a      
non profit and has no funding from the 
government, we are very fortunate to be one 

of the beneficiaries of her generosity. Louise 
had been a nurse here since the 1930's and 

was generous to many organizations. Louise 
passed away at the age of 98 in 2006 and 
was named Lompoc Valley's Woman of the 

20th century. 
 
    Karen Paaske 
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Karen’s 

Chronicles 

From the Desk of the Treasurer – 

Jeannette Wynne 

Happy Summer to all our members!    
 
For those of you who are NOT Life 

members, I will be mailing member 
renewals sometime in August. The 

dues are due September 1st of each year 
and are paid through the end of the 
following August (our Fiscal year).        

 
The annual Labor Day reunion  

weekend festivities are approaching. 
Please have your dinner reservations 
For the Elks dinner on Aug. 30th in the 
mail ASAP.  
 
If you are attending  

the BBQ at Ryon Park on Sept. 1st,  
you will pay at the event. 

 
The best BBQ in Lompoc that day. 
Enjoy! 

The newly 

refurbished 

Picnic 

tables. 
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Executive Board 

Karen Paaske  - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President                    

Linda Warren - Secretary                     

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer                  

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                      

Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose 

Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi 

Silva, Jesse Jones, Brian Donelson, Irma 

Gadway, Don Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, Debbie 

Schuyler Manfrina, Lynn Benedict Romine, 

Larry Huyck, Julie Ann McLaughlin, Ken Ostini 

and Marcia Hart 

 Honorary Board member                        

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

• No open house on August 24th 

• AUG 30 -  SEPT 1 Pioneer Weekend 

• AUG 31 open house 

• Closed for Labor Day September 2nd 

• SEPT 28 open house 

• OCT 26 open house 

• NOV 23 open house 

• Closed for Thanksgiving November 28th 

COME TO THE 94TH 

ANNUAL PIONEER 
WEEKEND 

CELEBRATION 
AUG 30TH - SEPT 1ST 


