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IRREPRESSIBLE continued on page 2 

Lompoc Historical Society is delighted to 

share with you excerpts from a recently 

located manuscript of Lompoc High School’s 

1897 class history. The history was written 

and delivered by class member Carrie Gragg 

for their commencement held at the Opera 

House, Wednesday, June 9th 1897. 

“In reviewing 

the history of 

our class 

during the 

three years of 

its life, we find 

that its 

personnel has 

changed very much, for out of the original 

twenty-five we now have only twelve, while 

five others have been added at different 

times.” 

“Not only our class has changed but our 

surroundings have changed also. When we 

entered school we were in the second story 

of Mr. Whittemore’s building, and our large 

class for a year occupied one small room. 

We recited at our desks and had blackboard 

room for less than one third.” 

THE IRREPRESSABLE 

LOMPOC HIGH CLASS OF 

1897 

Old  Presbyterian Church and manse 
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Rev & Mrs. Whittemore  



IRREPRESSIBLE continued from page 1  

Note from Myra Manfrina; the two story 

church manse in back of early photo (not 

dated) of the old Lompoc Presbyterian 

Church, built in 1888, on the N/W corner 

of Chestnut and I. This is the high school 

Carrie refers to.  Read “The Backstory 

with Myra and Debbie Manfrina” for more 

on Mr. Whittemore and the beginnings of 

Lompoc High School. 

“But; in the meantime we were being 

cheered, first by the talk of and finally by 

the erection of our beautiful school 

building, into which we moved in the fall, 

our second year, and soon adapted 

ourselves to our surroundings.” 

“Tho’ our three years 

here have been busy 

ones, there has been 

much variety in the 

way of class and 

school entertainments 

and lectures, while 

right in our own class we have some spirits 

who afford all that any moderate person 

would require of pastime, and pleasure, as 

well as many excellent students.” 

“Gertie Read could make enough fun for a 

larger class than ours, and perhaps a little 

too much at times for the teachers.” 

“Mabel Myers furnished plenty of dry 

witticisms and jokes, while if we wanted to 

know who was the new 

dude in town or what 

the latest slang, we 

were sure to go to 

Grace Parish, but she 

could also have given 

almost any of us 

suggestions in Latin.” 

“Lillian Hendricks and 

Fred Tolbert excelled in 

the history class, for it 

seemed that the rest of us could never 

remember history quite so well as they.” 

“You should have seen Mabel Myers, Lillian 

Hendricks and Nellie Hogan, when they 

appeared as the three witches in Macbeth.” 

Lompoc High School Graduating Class of 1897 

Back row-Gertie Read Rudolph, Hila Saunders Miller, 
Estelle Nichols, Winona Henry, Mabel Meyers Tolbert, 
Susie Bradley Lundberg 

Middle Row-Lillian Hendricks, Lou Sanor, Nellie Hogan 
Sperber, Grace Parrish, Carrie Gragg Brown, Lettie 
Parker Hunt. 

Lower Row—Fred Tolbert, Bob Downing, Prof. James 
Denton, Principal, Martha McGregor, Harry Whitestine, 
Harry Hopkins. 

Handwritten letter and Lompoc High first building 

pictured above 
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“No one ever afforded more real pleasure 

then did Winona Henry in the numerous 

little musicales which we have had in the 

assembly room.” 

“Lou Sanor belongs to the Mandolin and 

Guitar Club, and has assisted in giving us 

much pleasure in the line of music.” 

“Harry Whitestein was the problem worker, 

and the girls all knew whom to go for light 

on difficult examples, with the assurance 

that they would not be given away.”  

“Susie Bradley and Lettie Barker have been 

studying for the teacher’s certificate and we 

are confident for their success.” 

“Robert Downing was our Geometer and we 

hope everything high and noble for him.” 

“One who has joined us from the ranks of 

“98”, completing the regular courses in two 

years, has forced us to acknowledge his 

equality with the best in intellectual 

attainment. We have allowed him (Harry 

Hopkins) to read our valedictory to you this 

evening. 

1897 Graduating Class with parents at Hotel 

Arthur banquet. Photo from Gertrude Read 

Rudolph’s son Harvey Rudolph 

“Our school being isolated, the necessity has 

not been imposed upon us by custom of 

forming baseball nine, foot-ball elevens, 

tennis clubs and etc. And yet our boys have 

not been wanting athletic enthusiasm for 

boxing contests have occupied many a noon 

recess this year. Later in the season of field 

days our boys were making trial of one 

another in sprinting, and bicycle races 

between both boys and girls were watched 

by eager crowds of school mates.” 

Postscript 

Author Carrie Gragg Brown eventually 

moved to Hayward, Ca. Her Lompoc family 

history is detailed downstairs at the Lompoc 

Museum. 

Classmate Fred Tolbert gave a speech to the 

Lompoc Pioneers in 1951.  Excerpts from 

his speech (Lompoc Record 1951) as follows; 

“Our 1897 graduating class consisted of 

thirteen girls and four boys. I am the only 

survivor of the male members of that class. 

The high school course at that time was a 

three year course. Latin was one of the 

subjects taught and some of the students 

were quite proficient in writing pig-Latin, 

using the English words with Latin endings, 

to make little jingles. One day as we filed 

back into the class room everyone was seen 

to smile when we read on the blackboard 

these few lines: “Boysabus kissabus sweet 

girloram; Girlabus likabus wanta 

somcorum.” 

Beloved in Lompoc, 1897 graduate, Nellie 

Hogan Sperber, nursed her husband during 

his fatal illness of 1919. She then opened a 

sanitarium (Sperber Maternity Home) in 

Lompoc, as there was no place doctors could 

IRREPRESSIBLE continued on page 4 
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For the last 15 years Debbie has been working 

with the reference room Lompoc school files, 

separating them by year. When she found 

research was being done on the Class of 1897, 

she located the early high school classes. The 

“montage” 1897 class photo, donated in 1965 

by Fred Tolbert, was found. In addition, a small 

envelope was found with the 1897 class 

commencement inside, donated by Marcia 

Lines. Per Myra, “Marcia, of the Lompoc Barker 

family donated many items, including toys and 

dolls.” 

Who was Mr. Whittemore and what were the 

beginnings of Lompoc High School?  

After finding photos of Mr. Whittemore’s classes 

of 1891 and 1892, Myra suggested looking in 

“The Chronology” (condensed history of Lompoc 

from 1868-1972) as she knew he was an early 

Lompoc Presbyterian minister.   The Lompoc 

Chronology project began with Ethel Smith, and 

Myra took over from her. The following are 

excerpts from the Chronology. 

IRREPRESSIBLE continued from page 3 

take their patients except to an out of town 

hospital. For 25 years she helped doctors 

deliver babies and taught their mothers how 

to care for them. Interviewed by the Lompoc 

Record in 1968, Nellie recalled that she and 

her classmates would begin school in their 

skirts, shirts and overalls at 9:00am and 

would learn such subjects as math, English, 

history, and Latin. Then at 3:30pm they 

would leave for home to work on the farm or 

the ranch. “We didn’t travel much then 

because it took a whole day in the stage 

coaches just to get to Santa Barbara.” “Two 

of the mischievous stunts that were 

commonly pulled were the changing of 

wheels on the buggies and riding “jockey” 

carts to school.”

The Backstory   
with Myra and Debbie Manfrina

One thing is certain. With the knowledge and 

enthusiasm that Myra, Debbie and our 

reference room volunteers have for Lompoc 

history, almost every question can be answered. 

The excitement of recently locating Carrie 

Gragg’s handwritten 1897 class history 

immediately became a fascinating mystery.  

Who was Carrie Gragg? 

Carrie Gragg’s family is one of many early 

Lompoc families displayed on large story boards 

downstairs in the Lompoc museum.   Originally, 

Earl Calvert found the display boards with 

hanging devices in the late 60’s. He took them 

to Myra when she and Walt lived on Floradale 

Ave.  Myra had a very long table that enabled 

her to put together each family story. When 

finished, Earl took them to the museum. 

Is there an 1897 class picture and why did 

Carrie handwrite an 8 page history of her class? 

We all wish Myra a Very Happy 98th Birthday this 

month! 
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In 1890, Presbyterian Rev. B.F.Whittemore 

suggests creating a “Collegiate Institute” for 

elementary school graduates who want courses 

in the classics, science, etc. to be conducted in 

the 2nd story of his home, the church manse. 

Tuition charge $50 a year. 

 Under the new 1891 California High School 

Act, Lompoc decides they must have a high 

school. Lompoc Union High School is created 

and class is held in a single room in the 

grammar school with Principal Mr. Henderson. 

Those enrolled in Rev. Whittemore’s class 

remain there. 

In 1892, Mr. Henderson leaves and Rev. 

Whittemore is elected principal, assisted by 

Mrs. Whittemore. The high school transfers to 

Dinwiddie Hall (Forester’s Hall) due to 

increase in class size. From Myra, "Dinwiddie 

Hall was located downtown H Street, across 

from the present,  old 2 story furniture store. " 

In 1893 the Whittemore’s leave Lompoc for 

church work in Mountain View, Ca. and in 

June of 1894 the Lompoc Union High School 

board meets to declare issuance of $10,000 in 

bonds for 10 years to build a new high school. 

From the Lompoc High School Delphic, 1896, 

Vol. 1, Harry Hopkins Editor, “From June of 

1893 to June of 1896 the present instructors 

have labored with us in the rooms formerly 

occupied by Mr. Whittemore’s private school, 

until our elegant new building was finished.” 

The commencement was held at the Opera 

House and dinner banquet was at Hotel 

Arthur. Where were the buildings located? 

The Opera House was on the N/W corner of 

Cypress & H, and Hotel Arthur was a stroll 

down the block. 

Then and now. 

Undated, early 1900’s 

Today, original Hotel Arthur ground floor. 

The top floor was torn down in 1977.  

Marcia Harris Hart 

Photo of building that was just recently torn 
down on 100 block of South H Street 1917 Elite 
Bakery. Alma Huyck in front. Hotel Arthur in 

the far background. 
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Charles W. Walker was born August 14, 1930 in Grinnell, Iowa. He attended Grinnell College where 

he met his future wife Sally. They were married in 1951. Chuck (as he was known as)  joined the U.S. 

Army and was stationed at Camp Cooke (present day Vandenberg AFB). When he was discharged 

from the Army, January 1955, he and Sally decided to make Lompoc their home. He 

founded the Charles W. Walker Insurance Agency until he retired. Throughout his 

life Chuck has been very active in the community. 

Chuck passed away August 13, 2018, after a battle with cancer. 

Feb, Mar & Apr 2019 
Memorials & Membership 

Welcoming New Members 

Stephen & Maureen LeGrange family 

John A. & Teri Silva family (Life) 

Total Number of Members: 402 

James Olivera III Jan ‘19 

Mary Jane Dutra Good Mar ‘19 

Recently passed away  

Memorial Contribution in Honor of 

James Olivera 

Peter Grossi 

Mary Jane Good 

Donnie Chambers 

Charles W. Walker 

1930-2019 Bio info from Lompoc Record 8-21-18 

Wilson Burrill 1938 

Lompoc High 

School Alumnus 

Wilson Burrill 

100 years young 



Save the Date!  

PIONEER WEEKEND 
August 30th through 

September 1st 2019

 WOW! 
Charles Walker 
gave the society a substantial 

amount of money from his estate! What an 
amazing gift! The board voted to place a 

bench in his honor at the front of the house 
with a plaque. Some of that money will be 
earmarked toward a new shed or building on 

the property in future years. Termites, roof 
repairs and perhaps electrical repairs are 
needed to existing buildings. 

Harvey Wynne and Jesse Jones removed the 

birds from the attic and placed screens over 
the openings. 

Jesse even carried the last bird out down the 
ladder! Some of the new benches are now in 

the yard. 

Wishing Myra Manfrina a most happy 

98thbirthday! Lompoc High Alumni, Wilson 
Burrill celebrated his 100th birthday in 
Bellvue, WA in April. He is the oldest male 

living graduate of Lompoc High. 

Hope to see everyone at the Steak BBQ put on 
by the River Bottom Boys and Don Fletcher. 
What a great meal and good company. 

Karen Paaske 
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Karen’s 

Chronicles

From the Desk of the Treasurer – 

Jeannette Wynne 

It’s time to talk about the upcoming 
June BBQ at the Fabing-McKay-
Spanne House under the pergola. 
This year the event will be on June 
2nd. You can find the reservation 
form elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Please have your reservations 
mailed in by May 24th.  We need 

to tell the cooks how much food to 
purchase and prepare. Mail your 
checks to our P.O. Box 88, Lompoc 
93438 or drop them by the 
Reference Room before the 24th. 

If you are also signing up for the 
annual Reunion Dinner at the Elks 
Lodge, please note the due date for 
reservations and mail checks 
accordingly. We really appreciate 
your prompt payments for these 
annual events! Any questions, 
please call the Reference Room at 
(805) 735-4626.
Happy days of Summer!

The plaque reads, “In honor of Charles 
“Chuck” Walker for his generous contribution 

to The Lompoc Valley Historical Society.” 
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Executive Board 

Karen Paaske  - President     

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President  

Dr. Blake Jamison  - 2nd Vice President    

Linda Warren - Secretary    

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer     

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors     

Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose 

Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi 

Silva, Jesse Jones, Irma Gadway, Don Fletcher, 

Sherrie Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, 

Lynn Benedict Romine, Larry Huyck, Julie Ann 

McLaughlin, Ken Ostini and Marcia Hart 

 Honorary Board members   
Barbara Mundell Cabral, Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

• MAY 25 open house

• MAY 27 Reference Room closed for

Memorial Day 

• JUNE 2 Annual BBQ

• JUNE 29 open house

• July 4 Reference Room closed for

Independence Day

• JULY 27 open house

• AUG 30 -  SEPT 1 Pioneer Weekend

COME TO OUR ANNUAL 

SUMMER BBQ   
SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND 

SERVED AROUND NOON 




