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Thanks to the inestimable efforts of Myra
Manfrina, Vance Newcomb and many others for
creating and publishing the Lompoc Legacy’s.
They hold a treasure trove for researches of
Lompoc history, events, photos and early family
stories, diaries and memories. The timeline,
below, is from the Lompoc Legacy reference
library and Historical Ramblings collection
(author Dennis Headrick) at the Lompoc
Historical Society . It is supplemented with the
Lompoc Journals, 1894-1918 and past issues
from the Lompoc Record. . : a2

Marcia Harris Hart Y S

The Banks...

On May 1st 1905, with a paid up capital of
$75,000, The Lompoc Valley Bank and its
affiliate The Lompoc Valley Savings Bank, had

style of architecture) was hired to design the

new bank. Orders for the building material were

their opening day as the second bank in placed in San Francisco, about the time of the

Lompoc (Bank of Lompoc being first in 1890) 1906 earthquake and fire. The material was not

and the first savings bank in Lompoc with delivered for almost a year leaving the banks to

interest paid on deposits. George S. Edwards, of operate in their small room until 1907. (Lompoc
Journal Jan. 29, 1910, Sep. 14 1219, E. M.

Sheridan, 1952 letter to the Lompoc Pioneer

Santa Barbara was President, E.M. Sheridan
was Vice President and manager; George W

Harris, Charles Rudolph and MM Gregg were society, Bill Youngs, 1956 Lompoc Banks
the other directors. The original staff consisted
of two men, R. A. Lazier and Carl McCabe. The

banks opened in a 20x20 foot store room in the

article) remember”! (Legacy S & 8)

1912- September 14th in the Lompoc Journal,
“A LUSTY YOUNG BUSINESS APPROVED BY
THE PEOPLE Phenomenal Growth of the
Lompoc Valley Bank in Business and Popularity

rear of the post office on North H St. It was
anticipated they would only occupy the
temporary quarters for the short time as the Very Apparent.” The bank has during its short
banks purchased the “Dean Corner” property

NE H and Ocean near the end of 1905. Architect its best citizens of the community. As the

life acquired the patronage of a large number of

W.H. Weeks of San Francisco (well known for . e
prosperity of any community is usually

his monumental Greek Revival neoclassical .
Continued on page 2
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New Lompoc Valley Savings ~ were loaning the
Bank opened 1907 government money to
help finance the war.
With the promise to
pay money back with
interest on a certain
date, they inspired
patriotism and

. allowed Americans on
m’- Ry 'a;'_' the home front to feel
Y they were making a
I y valuable contribution
indicated by the prosperity of its banks, it is to the wartime economy.” (American
very evident that the Lompoc Valley is Historama). Lompoc was no exception. With
prosperous, and without a doubt, Lompoc and great pride each of Lompoc's four loan quotas
its banks will surely continue to grow and show were oversubscribed. The city received their
to the world outside of our little valley that the Liberty Loan honor flag which was presented by
garden spot of the great state of California is the Federal Government to communities which
RIGHT HERE. Burymg Your Money i go over the top!
Don’t Hnde Your Money Aol 1919- to 1921 Lompoc Valley Bank

; 1910 - Clever .
; m B, and Lompoc Valley Savings Bank
= advertisements %57

: were consolidated with Commercial
Trust and Savings Bank of Santa

Bank in the LTS b ] . C
r—-‘ [ ¥ Comiedig s SR Barbara. During this time the bank
OCtOber 8 and Ev;ry day you k;ep it there you are . -
5 s losing the interest it might be earn- acquired 19 feet of additional ground
under the mattersy, patikin 4 safe No mb 5’ ing if deposited in the Lompoc Val-
place, where, it will be king ove er o, Jey Savings Bank. Open an account . . .
e SN S and start your savings to earning and remodeled the building into larger
being carried away, The mirer 1910 Lompoc somethinzl.w kYou work for you‘:
likkes to bave his gold where he can mone ake your money wor . .
clxib(f:l (i,l 3\; fbm-z hig pleasure, but for y(fu ' qua]f'teI'S Wlth the bI'le and p].a.ster

the wise and prudent man like v Journals. Lompoc V a lley Bank

have it safe in the Lompoc Valley
Bank, where it iz turning him in Lompoc va“ey Savnngs Bank

four per cent annually.

Lompec Valley Bank

Lompoc Valle’;DSavings Bank { B
The Bank that Always Treats You Right el y \
’ : 1917- N g\
April 24th, The first of four WWI ey
Liberty Bond campaigns launched.

=i - | 4.

The Bank that Always Treats You Right y t ;

“By buying liberty bonds, Americans

With Manager R.A. Lazier, Floyd McCabe & Reg Evans
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Advertising for the centerpiece for annual Christmas No. 135
32 1' lee ) Bonds Liberty Bonds. celebrations and the beginning and ending of
Lompoc Journal . . A
1917 - 1918, parades. (see Historical Ramblings) (In
September 1941, the flagpole was removed

from the intersection and relocated to the

Y Present day fund raising is happening

Lompoc Valley Bank

Lompoc Valley Savings Bank
The Bank that always treats you Right

| through the Lompoc Museum to build a
seating area around the flagpole base. In
addition the D.A.R is currently fund raising

ornaments an exact match E§ to repair the base of the flag pole.)

. 5 ' 3
in color and texture to the ¢ VICTORY'S 41 1927-November 4th, the most severe
. . FOUMNDATION [ ] )

materials used in the old Thes indusuy and the e 2rgfl carthquake shock ever experienced in

g . f American farms, Aracrican  $99% . . .
building. (Lompoc Review, factories, American shops, a3 Lompoc in the memory of local inhabitants

MLY%  American homes—the indus-  Ep3Ry | . . .
Feb. 20, 1010 and Oct. try and thrift of every citizen visited this section at 5:53 o’clock this
4 inthe landfihe in.dus'.r.y and : . .

29, 1020. 4 dhrift that invest in Liberty 887 morning, causing a great amount of

; Bonds—this is the sure foun-
1925 - A dedicated group g dadon of American Ficcory. .ﬁf damage. The Lompoc Branch of Los Angeles

“We must teck or be luked”

of ladies in Lompoc, Ed First National Trust and Savings (originally

This fpace Poid for aid Contribated By

organized as “The Civic Lompoc Valley Bank) sustained the greatest

Lompoc Valley Bank

Club” raised money to Lo ARB amount of damage. The cornice at the top of
Lompoc Valley Savings Bauk
provide for an imposing  The Bank that always treats you Right the building was demolished. Some of it fell
flag pole to be placed in to the sidewalk when the big quake came.
the intersection of H and Ocean Ave. The An examination showed the balance of the
towering flagpole mounted atop an attractive ornamental stone would fall with the next slight
base, was erected as a memorial to the veterans shake. The building was roped off early in the
of World War 1. Four large street lamps hung %’ T —
from the sides of the pole, illuminating the Lompoc Bank and right

Lompoc Valley Bank.

street. The flag pole (with The Lompoc Bank on
the NW side of Ocean and the Lompoc Valley
Bank on the NE side of Ocean) became an

instant landmark. “Meet me at the flagpole” was
shorthand for “Meet me at Ocean and H” The
pole became a source of community pride and

-§- . —
—

. E ! E III l‘ morning and the tons of stone on the cornice

were removed. This was accomplished and the
bank opened as usual at 9:00am.(Legacy 130
and Lompoc Record, Friday, November

4th 1927) Continued on page 4

Remodeled and enlarged Lompoc ‘;alley bank 1920
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1957-Between 1928 through 1957 Security
First National Bank conducted business at the
original Lompoc Valley Bank and Savings Bank
site and building on NE H and Ocean.

Voot rhabt
REAL EsTATL

Photo of the bank in the 1950's. Note: Harley Craig's real

estate office to the left of the building. Harley's office 4 :
was originally the Associated Telephone Co who built . ;“‘I""’“‘*

their building in 1924. Harley was married to Mary —
Turning the first shovel, Security 1st National, 1968

Harris, Juna Corning Harris's youngest daughter.
National Bank constructed a large new modern

1959 Dec 16, 1958 the first west coast launch  building (replacing original) with a new parking

from Vandenberg AFB, Thor IRBM, blazed into  lot for their patrons use. New employees and
departments were added to handle the

additional demands of increased business
(Lompoc Record 1959 and Santa Barbara News
Press 1939, article by William Youngs)

the skies. The Thor program was off and
running and so was the population of Lompoc.
The town of Lompoc, population 6,665 in
October 1957, doubled in two years to 13,914.
With the coming of the “Space Age” Lompoc
Valley business was booming! Security First
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1968 in May 1968, groundbreaking began at The Mobile gas station owed by the Calvert’s.
Security First National Bank's new Lompoc Next to their Lompoc Theatre and across from
headquarters, North H Street and Pine Ave. the Lilly Building.

Turning the first shovel was Ray Williams,
Bank Manager, while Robert Collins, contractor
and Mayor Robert MacClure observed. The
$225,000 facility was expected to open in Sep.
1968. (Lompoc Record 1968) (Security First
National Bank bought Pacific National Bank
and became Security Pacific National Bank)
The Mobile Gas Station...

1968-Mobile Oil Corporation purchased the
property on the NE corner of H and Ocean and
build the Mobile Gas Station.

1969-Ken and Carol Calvert operated the very
successful Mobile gasoline station and auto
repair business for 22 years until January Present Day

1991. 2018- Back in 1875 the hand drawn map of
the new town of Lompoc has the NE corner of H

and Ocean vacant. One hundred and forty-
three years later it sits empty again, ready for a new
beginning and colorful chapter in Lompoc’s history!

Lompoc Winter Memories Project

Share your memories of Lompoc in the winter time—Like the one time it snowed
here in Lompoc or tell the story of a precious holiday memory. Marcia Hart is
collecting these memoirs to use in an article for the next Legacy. Marcia would be happy to
meet with you and make an audio recording of your recollection you can also drop off your
story to the Reference Room or even mail it to P.O. Box 88, Lompoc CA 93436 and we’ll be
sure to get your submissions to Marcia. We are also accepting photos of contributors and
snapshots that tell the story.




Latest Acquisitions are a Gas! Gas! Gas! @

Visible Gravity Gas Pumps

May, June & July 2018
Memorials & Membership

)

Welcoming New Members

Joan (Cutting) Burke
Don Yoder

Total Number of Members: 420

Lucy Pensa Rafetto
Geraldine (Jerry) Beattie (Life)
Charles (C.T.) Richardson (Life)
Richard Jacoby (Life)
Recently passed away

Memorial Contribution in Honor of
Karin Jamison
Mary Moore Smith
Adam Signorelli
Bill Terry Goyer
Geraldine "Jerry" Beattie

Brian Donelson went to Gilroy to pick it up the
gas buggy that Horace Fabing refurbished. (It is
presently in the Carriage House.) The “gas
buggy” was not originally designed for
automobiles. It was used to suck kerosene from
barrels and then transferred customer’s cans
that they took home for cooking and lighting. By
adding a hose, and eventually a nozzle, clerks
could pump gas into a vehicle’s tank. Generally,
the clerk would put an ear to the automobile’s
tank listen for the sound of gas filling or looked
down the hole to see the gas level, both methods
proved to be both inefficient and dangerous.
Leroy Scolari donated 3 Visible Gravity Gas
Pumps that has been at Al Johnson's gas
station. The clear cylinders are marked, like a
large science beaker. They showed amount and
the purity of the fuel. The pumps then have a
valve that allowed gravity to feed the gasoline
into the tank of customer’s vehicle when
released. (The pumps are presently housed in
the Blacksmith shop.)

3 ~ Horace Fabing refurbished Gas Buggy . ..*



Page 7

Karen’s
Chronicles

Hope everyone has enjoyed a
great summer with lots of
fun activities.

Everyone is invited to the Labor Day weekend
activities. Although honoring the 50 year class of
1968, the classes are smaller so there is lots of
room for you to attend and see friends.

The Sunday BBQ, pay at the park features that
great River Bottom Boys BBQ’d chicken.

so we decided to donate our mower to

Lompoc High’s Athletic Department. The River
Bottom Boys contributed money for new parts
and did the work for any repairs needed.

The long running yard renovation is almost
finished thanks to the very hard work of Jesse
Jones. Dr. Blake Jamison has contributed the
new plants.

Two former Lompoc residents, Mark DeWald of
Park City, UT and Gary MacDonald of Los
Angeles have signed an agreement with YESCO
for refurbishment of the “Hi Let’s Eat” sign which
they are funding. The sign will be erected at
American Host Restaurant. Our current funds
that have been raised will be used for numerous
other expenses and maintenance. [gd8

Pictured are Bob Manfrina, Rodney Eckert with
Andrew Jones, Lompoc High Athletic Department.

New acquisitions include a port hole from one of
the US Naval Destroyers from Honda Point, 3 gas
pumps from Al Johnson’s gas station, and a
portable gas buggy painted bright red, and
antique washing machines from Rancho San Jeannette Miller Wynne
Julian.

From the Treasurer’s Desk....

Happy Summer everyone!
Several researchers have visited, UCSB professor,
Dr. Volker Welter is seeking information on the Hope you are enjoying our splendid weather
Lom Park development 1957-59, and UCSB grad on the Central Coast!
students are researching land usage on The

Nature Conservancy property (Jalama-Cojo) You'll find a reservation form for the annual
Society dinner August 31st at the Elks Lodge
Marcia Hart will be working on an article about  in this newsletter. If you haven’t reserved your
"Winter Memories.” Contributions please! place at the table yet, please mail ASAP before
Karen Paaske the August 21st deadline.

Our Lawnmower’s New Home 1 1 hi 1
Rodney Eckert got word that the Lompoc High ;Wl hbe mal lnég mem}lloers 1p renev&lzla S ?C’OH
Baseball coach needed a mower for the or those members who pay annually. If you

baseball fields at the High School. are a “Life” member, you won’t receive a
notice. Just add a stamp and return in the

self-addressed Envelope provided before the
Sept.1st due date. PLEASE update your
address if necessary.

It so happens that the Historical Society no
longer has a use for its lawnmower, since we

are replacing our lawn with crushed granite,
Thank you!



Up and Coming Events... * AUG 31 Elks Dinner
e SEP 1 open house

Executive Board e SEP 2 Ryan Park Picnic
Karen Paaske - President e SEP 22 open house
Ardeane Machado Eckert - 1st Vice President ¢ OCT 27 open house

Dr. Blake Jamison - 2nd Vice President e NOV 23 & 24 open house
Linda Warren - Secretary e DEC 1 & 8 open house

Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer
Jan Webb - Corresponding Secretary

Directors

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Myra Huyck Manfrina,
Dan Dutra, Rose Machado Roberts, Readon
“Donnie” Grossi Silva, Jesse Jones, Brian
Donelson, Irma Gadway, Don Fletcher, Sherrie
Chavez, Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Lynn
Benedict Romine, Larry Huyck, Julie Ann
McLaughlin and Ken Ostini

Honorary Board member
Carolyn Huyck Strobel
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