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THE OPERA HOUSE - - PART 1
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The Opera House is on the corner of Cypress and South H Street, across Cypress Ave. (to the right of)

the Methodist Church (see steeple) in the background of this scene of Chris Madsen's hay bailing crew.
The photo, taken about 1907, was provided by Johnny Jansson.

The founders of Lompoc were ready for a
new venture as the colony entered the
"Gay Nineties." The first struggling 15
years were behind them, and the coming of
the railroad seemed more imminent than it
actually was. There was a feeling of
optimism all around town. There was a
new newspaper, the "People's Journal,"
rivaling the "Lompoc Record." A high
school was in session in a private
residence, and a school building was
being planned. (Funds set aside for the
school had been diverted in the formative
years of the colony for the essential
wharf at Lompoc Landing.) In addition to
all that, Lompoc needed an Auditorium!

The "Lompoc Hall Association" was
incorporated in the Spring of 1890, with
a capital stock of $5,000. One thousand

shares at $5.00 a share were quickly
sold. The "People's Journal" reported
that $4,300 had already been subscribed

by May 2, 1890. The directors of the

Lompoc Hall Association were: I. Weill,
George Roberts, James Sloan, William
Cantley, E.R. Tutt, H.C. Dimock and
Holton Webb. William H. Sudden was the
first president succeeded at his death by
H.C. Dimmock. Webb, Weill and Dimock
served on the building committee, and
Roberts, Cantley and Tutt were on the by-
laws committee. Two 1lots on the
northwest corner of H and Cypress were
purchased from George Roberts for $1,000
on May 10, 1890. He took the purchase
price in stock rather than cash.
Construction began within a month. By
June 7, 1890, it was reported that the
"Town Hall foundations were being laid by
the Youngers."




The "Opera House" (as it was being
called) was far enough along on July 4,
1890 so that the Grand Ball for the
Fourth of July celebration could be held
there. One hundred and Sixty couples
were present and dancing at one time. It
must have been just a floor and a shell,
because the interior of the building was
not completed until just before the Fair
in 1892. It was, no doubt, farther along
in September, 1890 when the Grammar
School graduation was held there.

The Sept. 13, 1890 People's Journal
reported that a flag pole and new flag
were raised over the new Opera House on
California's Admission Day.

J.S5. Henning was one of the carpenters
who worked on the 50 X 100 foot building.
The structure, with a two story front,
had a 12 foot entrance into a 12 foot
vestibule level with the sidewalk. There
was a four foot rise to the auditorium
floor which reportedly had a seating
capacity of 500. The large stage was
supplied with a drop curtain, dressing
rooms, and had provisions for scenery.
Underneath the stage, a 25 X 50 ft. room
was planned for use as a kitchen for
banquets and parties, etc.

The Opera House was used for the many big
dances of the year (New Year's,
Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, May
Day, 4th of July, etc.), bazaars,
socials, fairs, the Grammar school and
high school graduation exercises and
other public occasions. It was also the
stage setting for local dramatic and
musical talent as well as the occasional
road show that rolled into town.

Home folks displayed their gifts in local
talent plays. Organizations staged plays
there. The Alpha Club entertained an
appreciative audience with the production
of "An 01d Maid's Convention." They put
on a successful Japanese evening
featuring a "Japanese Wedding" with Mrs.
Ernest Klein as the bride and Wright
Bissinger as the groom. The Alpha Club
also staged the plays: "East Lynne,"
"Camille,"” "In 01d Missouri" and many
others.

The original lighting was provided by
kerosene lamps hung from the ceiling and
kerosene lamp footlights which left a lot
to be desired. Occasionally a tableaux
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PART FIRST.
Song, . 5 Come Again with Singing.
Invocation, Rev. J. Smithers.

Salutatory, Geo. A. Broughton,
Liberty, : . Frank Miller.

The United States as o Nation, May Arkley,
Song, “Street Cries,” Intermediate Department.
Inter-()mnmnuimtinn, Vinnie MacDonald,
Taxes, - Abe Henning.

Dart Fssond,

Song,  The Little Ones at Home,  Lulu Irwin.

Ilu]ﬂxns of Routhery California, E. Lawrence.
The Circle of Civilization, Eli Wright.
Song, Near Home.

The Looking Glass, Maggie Sanor.
Va]udictul')', Louisa Jackson.

Song, We Meet to bid a Fond Farewcll.
Presentation of Diplomas.

Song, Good Night.

Benediction, Rev. A. M. Oghorn.

THE PEOPLE'S IDURNSL,




It only cost $10.00 to rent the hall, so
it wasn't making much money for the stock
holders. Henry Ryon (whose widow later
gave the city the land specifically for
Ryon Park) held a $1500 mortgage on the
Opera House and often expressed his
intention of foreclosing with the idea of
making a hay barn of the structure. He
maintained that he could see no better

use for it]

Seats were on sale at Dean's drug store
and the play was no doubt a "benefit,”
because the article concludes:
"Everybody come and help fix up our opera
house with new lights, etc."

The Opera House got a new neighbor in
1904. A newspaper clipping from that
year reads: "The contract for moving the
0old 0dd Fellows Hall from its present
site to the lots next to the Opera House,
has been let to S.K. Shilling and the
preliminary work of moving it has been
commenced. The 0ld outhouses and fences
back of the hall have been torn away and
the building will be moved the latter
part of next week." The Odd Fellows hall
was moved from the Southwest corner of H
and Ocean. It became the Eagle's Hall at
its new location next to the Opera House.
The 0dd Fellows built the new hall which
is still on the corner of H and Ocean

R over the pharmacy and other commercial

fronts.
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' THE VERY GIANT OF LAUGHTER!

”Sﬁerry Feeds'" advertised on barns. etc., and later realized
newspaper advertising was more effective. This scene of the
Opera House was taken about 1909 (the Marquee reads "Movies').

By 1902, there was an interest in
changing from kerosene lamps to a carbide
lighting system. Funds were also needed
to replace the stage curtain and there
were continuing needs for maintenance and
repair as well as other features of
modernization. To raise money for these
items, benefit performances were given.
The following newspaper clipping
describes one such effort by a forerunner
of the present day Lompoc Civic Theater
organization.

"Because I Love You" or "The Gypsy's
Secret" was performed at the Opera House
on Friday evening, October 24, 1902 by
the Lompoc Amateur Dramatic Company. It
was billed as a "thrilling story of love
and intrigue” in the clipping and a
synopsis of scenes was listed:

Act 1 The "George Washington," a
country tavern in 0ld Virginia.
An unprompt wedding.

Act 2 Lover's leap. Blue Mountain
precipice. A daring rescue.

Act 3 The Courtleigh Place, plantation
mansion. A woman's folly.

Act 4 The mountain studio, a painter's
paradise. An affair of honor.
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THE MOST SUCCESSFUL COMEDY
EVER PRODUCED.

WRITTEN ON ENTIRLEY NEW LINES % 2
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NEW SONGS! NEW SPECIALTIES! §
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OrERrRA HOUSE

Thursday, APRIL 11

"A Race for A Widow" was performed
Thursday, April 11 (probably 1907), and
seems to imply its performance by an




Part Becond.

Overture . e e ieee o Oncliestia
Cheactor S, o000 B. I Tucker
Nearo Sketely clihost tna l‘u\nslm]»"
..... o Pegeetor o000 CL B Tugrhston
o Pete, Confidentral Servant . Geo, Moops
..... Vake, & Sate Cracker. ... ... Lee Moady
Stump Speeeh o000 Walter Huyek
Trio. . *OKl Ouken Bucket”. . .Cheal, Snith ol Hnghsmn
“Foconclwde wirh the langhable faree, entitled:
BAZOR JIA
Cast of Chirnmetors:
Razen Jim. .. e oo Andersen
Mr. Johnson, \Iml el W . B. Iughston
}*(]\\lu Jooth oo A. W, Henning
arnh Bernbasde 0. xE. . . o1t (rold-;tem
NSamese Twins, . ... L. "l \I(.llt)]~ unl l\« bt. Naunders
Manager of Twins .00 0000 Charles Tychsen
Adelini Patti...... . .. Leo Mmul_\'
Mr. Primrose. .. ... ... ... .. . ¢ harles Doan

James J. Corbett.. .. ... ... .. ... ~ . Walter I8 Buiith

Most audiences were appreciative and
courteous. However, on one evening
during the presentation of "Cigarette,"
in which young folks of socially
prominent families appeared, one of the
young men about town created a big
sensation. He stood up between the
second and third act of the play and, in
a flowery speech, deplored the fact that
roses were beyond his reach, but he
offered what he had. He hurled a potent
cabbage onto the stage. It is not
reported whether the play was finished
that night, but the incident rocked the
town with indignation and consternation,
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ADMISSION
Gents, One Dollar. Lady Spectators, Twenty-five cts.

—ee _
Noune Admitted without this Invitation, Leave orders at Fash-
ion Stables for Hack, and at Dean's for Musks
and Costumes.
Ball Strietly Invitation,

The Opera House served the community
well, and the generation just past
recounted many happy memories of events
held there. In addition to dramas and
the grand balls that sometimes lasted
until daybreak, there were the special

occasions such as Decoration Day -- after
the GAR (Grand Army of the Republic)
paraded -- when the show house would

resound with patriotic speeches.
Returning heros from the Spanish American
War, at the close of the 19th century,
were lauded there with a grand reception.

Other more personal and family events
took place at the Opera House. The
following hand-written invitation is in
the Historical collection. It was
postmarked "Lompoc, Cal. Nov. 15, 1899"
and was sent to Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Sperber. The card reads as follows:
"Mr. and Mrs. F.D. Oakley request the
pleasure of your company at a social hop
at the Lompoc Opera House at 8:30 o'clock
Wednesday evening Nov. 22nd, 1899, In
honor of the marriage of their daughter,
Bertha May to Thomas Charlie Bennett."

Shortly after that, the Sperbers received

the following invitation to a farewell
social party in the Opera House:

you are corJiuH_y indifed fo altend @ fqmv&e“

J. B. Coss,

é]f ﬂ)e @Péra P@ﬁsé,

SOCIALE PARTY

IN HONOR OF

Errnwoop Hixan.

Wwu. Duaask,
A A N2 2292222292227 )
WQalx)esdzy Eoe . Bae. 131k, 1899.

Good music bas lazcr) secured fez' Ibe ocedsiern).

W ith eérg[blin)il)fs of the Eemmittee of Brruggen)éx)fs.

Miss Luona McClure had a similar farewell
Nov. 4, 1899.

The Grand New Year's Ball for the turn of
the Century must have been bigger and
better than those that had gone before.
Unfortunately there is no record of the
activities of that evening. The Opera
House had survived a decade and had
served the town very well.




converted to electric lights and was
probably beginning to do a little with
Stage lighting for local talent use.
However the comment that the Redmond
Company brought their own electrical
effects, calils attention to the novelty
of this on the Vaudeville circuit.

Although the Nashville Students"'
Minstrels were able to hold their parade
Jan. 22, 1909, rains were so heavy that
night that roads were impassable the next
day, so they were held over another
night. The second night repertoire
wasn't as long as the first, but the
chairs were cleared away and a dance,
accompanied by the company's full
orchestra ensued with a large crowd in
attendance.

There was a Grand Ball on Washington's
Birthday, Eeb .. #0xs Sikg 0l9). The dance
followed a Band Concert performed by the
San Luis Obispo Band, Prof.C.H.Franchi,
conductor. The San Luis Obispo band
Played for the dancing,

The "Improved Order of Red Men" ("Jalama
Tribe"), put on their first entertainment
by sponsoring the St. Patrick's Day Grand
Ball in 1909. 1t was reported to be a
brilliant social event where all who
attended enjoyed the entrancing music
furnished by Prof. A.C. Balaam's
orchestra. "Home Sweet Home," to
conclude the event, was played long after
midnight.

The Jackson-Berger Stock company came to
perform for a week commencing April 19,
1909. Miss Lorna Doone Jackson and C.
Rae Berger were featured. "The Wizzard
of Wall Street" was a well-known play
performed by the company. "Polite
vaudeville specialties" were interspersed
before and after the play and during
scene changes. The manager of the Opera
House, Perry Banks, and his wife were
somehow involved with the Jackson-Berger
Company, and they gave some thought to
Organizing their own Stock company.,

Richard Jose, a tenor of some fame in
California, returned to Lompoc Aprii 23,
19009. Although he drew a large audience,
the editor implied that it was from
former glory, and his voice wasn't as
good this year as was his previous
performance in Lompoc. He was aging.
Alas, the editor also panned "Jane," the

comedy that was staged with Richard
Jose's appearance.

Although the Opera House wasn't paying
big dividends to stock holders,
apparently it was a fund raising
environment for local organizations. As
unlikely as it sounds, the Purisima
baseball teanm Sponsored the May Day dance
in 1909.

The Lompoc High School commencement
exercises were held in the Opera House
June 8, 1909. Professor Newcomer came
down from Stanford University to give the
Baccalaureate address. His charge was
more to the parents than to the
graduates. He appealed to the parents to
guide their children to be responsible,
and to support the teachers attempting to
achieve the same end.

The graduates that year were: Estella
Bland, Hilda Hardenbrook, Margaret Clark,
Addie Grimes, James Randles, Leona
Watson, Nellie Martin, Meta Watson,
Virginia Bendasher, Lia Grossi, Sherman
Cline, LeRoy Balaam, Lawrence Paulsen and
Maurice Balaam.

Joseph Schwartz replaced Perry Banks as
Opera House Manager in the Summer of
1909. It was Joseph Schwartz who brought
movies to Lompoc. There seems to be no
record of the first showing, however,
movies were a nightly event during
September. A weekly ad began appearing
in the Lompoc Record that month promoting
"nightly vaudeville and movies at the
Opera House - Joseph Schwartz, Manager."
Schwartz even went to Santa Maria with
handbills promoting his vaudeville and
moving picture show.

He was the promoter who brought Professor
Hill's balloon ascension to town.
Professor Hill had a vaudeville magic act
with a very colorful stunt to bring in an
audience. On the day before his first
evening performance, he launched a
balloon from in front of the Opera House.
Not only was it a balloon flight, a
parachute jump accompanied the event.
But it wasn't Professor Hill that would
do the dare-devil act. It was his wife.

A large crowd gathered for the advertised
4 pom. 1lift-off. One of the over-eager
boys called on to hold the ropes, tore
the balloon accidentally. It took two



English theatrical company. These
traveling dramatic players were in their
heyday and it was beginning to require a
creative manager for the Opera House to
keep in stride with progress.

The Opera House continued to be the
center of Lompocer's social life. The
Eagles sponsored the Grand Ball held
there on St. Patrick's Day, March 17,
1908. Printed at the journal printshop
in green ink, the dance card indicates
the Eagles were floor managers that
night, and a supper was served during an
"intermission."

Graun Ball

OPERA HOUSE

1. Patrick's Day

MARCH 17, 1908
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LOMPOC AERIE NO. 1700

Fraternal Order of Eanles

PR

(Neder of Daures

(Drder of Bances

| Grand March and Waltz. .............. SUPPER

2 Two-Step . SR alz. . el

3 Waltz ... 14 Two-Step .. ..o ol

4 TwoStep .......... - I'5. Wallhge . 5. W .

5 Schottische. . . o [6NTivasSten) . g MY ... ...

6 Betlin ...... Pl A 17 Paul Jones .. ...

7 Waltr . o 18 Two-Step . . ...

8 Twa-Step 19 Wiz

9 Comas Walte N . . 70 Jancens.

10 Twa-Step . p— L 21 Walw .

Il Lancers 22 Schottsche . . .0 L

D ETweSaas an 28 IE G reie
DURING SUPPER HOUR ALL DANCES ARE EXTRA 24 ’['““_5"‘[’ P S

From Amelia Houk's collection

Just a little over two weeks later on
Thursday, April 2, 1908, Gorton's
Minstrels performed at the Opera House.
The journalistic style of writing during
that era goes on at great length, but
doesn't tell us who Gorton's Minstrels
are, where they came from, or what they
were going to do. The clipping
"describing" the event, reads as follows:

"The engagement of Gorton's Minstrels at
the Opera House next Thursday, April 2,
(1908) is looked forward to with pleasure
by all lovers of this popular form of
amusement. Gorton's Minstrels have long
been regarded as one of the standard
attractions which may always be depended
upon to more than fulfill all promises,
and the addition this season of many new
and important features dinsures a
performance of unusual excellence. A
great street parade unrivaled in its
magnificent and costly equipment will be
given at 3 p.m."

A street parade accompanied every
Minstrel performance. The Lompoc Record
Editor in 1909 (E.H. King) was much more
definitive in his writing and we learn
that the street parade of the Nashville
Students' Minstrels on Jan. 22, 1909
rendered them "conspicuous by their green
uniforms." The Musical Comedy "A Trip to
Africa" in March, 1909, was preceded by a
parade and a free concert in front of the
Opera House.

Perry Banks was manager of the Lompoc
Opera House in the winter and spring of
1909. The year started with a Redmond
Company return engagement with a "whole
week of shows.” All the plays were
listed, as follows: "By Right of Mind,"
"A Guilded Fool," "In the Bishop’'s
Carriage," "David Harum,” "A Mountain
Girl," "The Parish Priest," "Charlie's
Aunt," "The Romance of a Bachelor," and
"Sherlock Holmes." Ed Redmond's company
had just spent three years in San Jose
developing and producing their
repertoire, and they came with their own
"scenery, props and electrical effects,
etc."

By 1909, electricity had come to Lompoc,
provided by the Lompoc Light and Power
Company. According to the company's
advertisement in the Record, it "is now
ready to furnish you with first class-
ELECTRIC LIGHTS." The Opera House had




hours to patch the tear, and re-inflate
the craft. By six p.m. much of the crowd
had left, grumbling about "fakers."
However, dressed in pink tights with a
pink ribbon in her hair, Mrs. Hill sailed
aloft. Before it reached the clouds, the
balloon began to descend and Mrs. Hill
bailed out. She parachuted safely to
earth and landed near the cemetery. Her
only complaint, when safely back at the
Opera House, was that she nearly frozel
The balloon landed over the hill behind
the cemetery and was retrieved.

Right:

"First'" Flower Show in
the Opera House. Photo
from the Saunders col-
lection.

Below:

0dd Fellows parading by
the Opera House and the
Eagle's Hall. (After 1904)
Historical Society photo.

OPERA HOUSE - to be continued...
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