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Lompoc History from a ,
Postal Point of View ~

by: Bob Carpenter
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Communications over long distances were in
existence locally before the discovery of
the Santa Barbara Channel in 1542, Mail .=
delivery in its basic form was also

prevalent locally for almost a century Next came the Mission Padres, bringing
before Benjamin F. Tucker was commissioned with them the need for written
Postmaster of Lompoc in 1875. communications between the missions and

the Viceroy in Mexico. They observed the
The Chumash Indians conducted the first swiftness of the Chumash runners and began
long distance communications in the valley to use them also to deliver important
by using runners to deliver messages messages to other missions or presidios in
between the various Chiefs., When an between the semi-monthly trips of the
important meeting or wedding was being soldier couriers who rode horseback
scheduled a runner would deliver this between Monterey and Loreto, Mexico. A
information to a distant chief. The regular schedule was maintained for the
runner would also leave behind a string arrival and departure at each mission,
tied into knots denoting the number of pueblo, and Presidio. The habilitados
days remaining until the event was (paymaster) acted as postmaster at the
scheduled to occur. Presidio, and the alcalde acted as

postmaster at the pueblos.

The Lompoc Valley Historical
Society 44 grateful to Bob
-~ | Canpenter for providing the
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TN | Legacy grom his extensive
DT e~ | collection of postal history,




letters in existence which was re-routed
to the Lompoc Rancho via the Santa Ynez
Post Office.
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Formation of the Lompoc Temperance Colony
brought about a need for a local Post
Office to meet mail requirements. The
first local mail distribution point for
the Lompoc Valley was the Lompoc Adobe
Ranch House located at what is now the
northwest corner of Locust and J streets.,
George Roberts, who had been elected
secretary of the Lompoc Valley Land Co.
also collected and distributed mail. From
August 1874 to early 1875 mail for the
Valley came via buckboard driven by Mr.
Neely, who met the mail stage at Gaviota
three times a week.

Lompoc's first
postmaster

Benjamin Franklin
Tucker

On March 5, 1875, Benjamin F. Tucker, who
had sailed around Cape Horn as the only
passenger on a vessel carrying lumber in
1850, was commissioned Lompoc's first
official postmaster. From 1875 to 1880
Lompoc used reliable private citizens to
meet the Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Mail
Stage at Guadalupe or La Graciosa to
receive mail for the valley. Beginning in
1880 the famed Wells, Fargo & Co. Stage
Line changed its route to pass through
Lompoc. Stagecoaching remained in effect
until the coming of the railroad from the
north in 1899, and from the south in 1901.

This envelope contained a letter for Miss Ella Huyck,

It travelled
out of lLomporv
to Minnesota.

who left Lompoc in 1877 for Minnesota.
via the Wells, Fargo & Co. Stageline
3 and later via the Overland Stageline



Shortly after the American conquest of
California in 1846, General Stephan W.
Kearney established a regular mail service
between San Francisco and San Diego.
Soldier couriers departed from both
San Francisco and San Diego on March 19,
1847 and met at Dana's Rancho (Nipomo) on
March 25, 1847. They exchanged mail
pouches and returned to their respective
starting points. The total trip took
seven days. (The first United States
postage stamps went on sale three months
later on July 1, 1847.) When the soldiers
were discharged in the latter part of 1848
mail service became semi-occasional.
Sailing vessels plying the coastal waters
when winds permitted provided the only
remaining mail service.

An act of Congress on August 14, 1848
authorized the Postmaster General to
create a postal service along the coast of
California. Postal Agent William Van
Voorhees had orders "to select suitable
persons for postmasters at San Diego,
San Pedro, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo
and Monterey as well as at other points on
the Pacific where the United States Steam
Mail Packets shall touch..." The first
steam ship bound for California left New
York on October 6, 1848 and arrived in San
Francisco on February 28, 1849.

A few months later bids were being
solicited for mail routes along the coast
on July 24, 1849, It was not until
October 23, 1850 that the State Senate
adopted a resolution on behalf of the
requested mail service, it read:
"Resolved, that the committee on Post
Offices and Post Roads be instructed to
inquire 1into the expediency of
establishing the following post routes in
the State of California; From
San Francisco, by Santa Clara, City of
San Jose, San Juan Bautista, Monterey,
Solidad, San Miguel, San Luis Obispo,
Dana's Ranch, La Purisima, Santa Inez,
Santa Barbara, San Buenaventura,
Los Angeles, Santa Ana, San Juan
Capistrano, Santa Magarita, San Luis Rey
and San Diego."

The mail schedule for arrival and
departure times effective Saturday,
August 2, 1851 were listed as:

Monterey: Departures
Santa Barbara mail, the 7th

and 22nd of each month

Santa Barbara Departures
Mail for Monterey will
depart upon arrival of the
Los Angeles mail.

Los Angeles Departures
Santa Barbara mail will
depart upon arrival of the

San Diego mail,

James M. Goggin, Esq.
Special Agent, Post Office
Department

(signed)

Note: The official U.S. Government
contract numbers for the above
weekly mail routes were 5082 for
the Monterey to Santa Barbara
route, and 5084 for the San Diego
to Santa Barbara route.

It was not until the arrival of the Wells,
Fargo & Co. Express Mail Stagecoach on
April 1, 1861 that regular mail service
was extended to residents of Santa Barbara
County. The route taken by the first
stagecoach was from the Dana Rancho, along
the Santa Maria River to the Suey
Crossing, south through Foxen Canyon to
Bal lards, then via Refugio Canyon, through
the Gaviota Pass, and on to Santa Barbara
along the coast. The only post office at
the time in Santa Barbara County was in
the City of Santa Barbara.

On June 13, 1863, another post office,
which was destined to play an integral
part in providing mail service to Lompoc
Rancho inhabitants was established at
Santa Ynez. The envelope shown below
provides the story., This envelope was
mailed from San Francisco on December 7
(no year indicated), to Thomas B. Dibblee,
Esq., in care of the Honorable F.J.
Maguire of Santa Barbara. County history
sources record that Thomas B. Dibblee and
brother formed a partnership with William
W. Hollister and brother in 1862.
Together they purchased the Lompoc Rancho
in 1863, although Mr. Dibblee did not
become a resident of the county until
1865, These dates, coupled with the facts
that the envelope was issued by the Post
Office Department during 1864 and 1865,
and that the Santa Ynez Post Office was
discontinued on May 7, 1865, verify that
the envelope which was re-routed from
Santa Barbara to Santa Ynez on
December 13, had to have been mailed in
1864, This envelope is one of the few




After locating all of the area post
offices, let's back track a bit and find
out where the Lompoc post office has been
located since its establishment in 1875.
Some sources have been misleading since

they were written at different periods of
time. However, with both local documented
locations and those from postal archives
one can arrive at the following locations
with a fairly large degree of certainty.

LOMPOC POST OFFICE LOCATIONS
ORSON PECK & SON HARDWARE - SOUTH H ST, - MAR. , 1875 1o JUN. , 1875
SPORTS DUG OUT
FRICK BROS. STORE - CORNER OCEAN & I ST, - JUN. , 1875 10 , 1875

GROUND FLQOR LOMPOC HOTEL
NOW MOORE S PARKING LOT

DEMARTINI'S STORE - 121 SOUTH H ST. | - , 1875 7o FEB. , 1876
NEXT DOOR TO PECK'S HARDWARE

BENJAMIN F. TUCKER'S, RES. - SOUTH I ST. - FEB. , 1876 to SEP., , 1885

(UNKNOWN) - - SEP. , 1885 To MAY , 188/
JOHN L. IRWIN - POSTMASTER

LOMPOC HOTEL - CORNER OCEAN & 1 ST, - MAY , 1887 1o

NOW MOORE'S PARKING LOT

BANK OF ITALY BUILDING - 111 NORTH H ST.

CITY SECRETARIAL SERVICE

- NOV. 24, 1911 ve JUL. 23, 1927

MOORE BUILDING 3

122/126 WEST OCEAN AVE.

JUL, 23, 1927 to FEB. 1, 1942

MOORE BUILDING - 112 SOUTH T ST.

- FEB. 1, 1942 vo DEC. 2, 1962

POST OFFICE BUILDING - 801 WEST OCEAN AVE.

- DEC. 3, 1962 1o PRESENT

- The handwritten caption for
the photo (left) stated,
'Present site of Hotel Arthur
and Rudolph Store', which

were located on South H Sreet
not far from Ocean Avenue.
This was the location of the
post office, no doubt, between
1885 and 1911.



H. Neal Martin was the Superintendent in
charge of the branch office. (He later
became postmaster of the Lompoc post
office on February 28, 1953).
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A chronological listing of significant
events for the Camp Cooke, Cooke AFB and
Vandenberg AFB branch post office are:

Jan. 1, 1942 - Camp Cooke Post Office
established.
17, 1942 - Camp Cooke Post Office
actually opened.
Dec. 1, 1942 - Money-Order units 81484,
85, & 86 established.
Apr. 8, 1943 - Money-Order unit 81526
established.
Apr. 23, 1943 - Money-Order unit 81574
established.
Aug. 15, 1949 - Camp Cooke Post Office &
M-0 units discontinues.
Sep. 1, 1950 - Camp Cooke Post Office re-
established.
Sep. 16, 1950 - Camp Cooke Money-Order
units re-—established.
Dec. 1, 1951 - Camp Cooke Int'l Money-
Order unit established.
Mar. 31, 1953 - Camp Cooke Post Office &
M-0 units discontinued.
1957 - Cooke AFB M-0 unit
established.
Jul. 1, 1958 - M-0 unit re-designated
Cooke AFB Post Office.
Oct. 4, 1958 - Name changed to Vandenberg
AFB Post Office.

Feb.

William N. Abeloe
11761 Cordllleras Av,

Sunnyvale, Calif,

Mrs., Vernie Sherraden

Ludlow

California

LOMPOC POSTMASTERS

POSTMASTERS APPOINTED

Benjamin F. Tucker Mar. 5, 1875
John L. Irwin Sep. 28, 1885
Henson Poland Mar. 26, 1889
J.B. Elkins May 1, 1894
W.H. Peck Feb. 25, 1889
Alexander McLean Mar. 21, 1902
Thaddeus E. Dimock Mar. 21, 1906

J.F. Rudolph

J.L. Talbott

D.C. Saunders

Alexander Main

H. Neal Martin

Perry W. Martin

Mahlon D. Valentine (0IC)

Oct. 12, 1906
Jul. 1, 1909
Nov. 29, 1913
Jul. 2, 1935
Feb. 28, 1953
Jun. 29, 1962
Aug. 31, 1978

William E. McGinness (0IC) Sep. 21, 1978
Samuel A. Skelton Feb. 10, 1979
Richard C. Putman (QIC) Nov. 14, 1980
Brijido A. Alvarado May 16, 1981

The Lompoc post office was established in
March, 1875 as a 4th class post office.
It advanced to 3d class, January 1, 1891
under Hanson Poland, and to 2nd class
July 1, 1915, under D.C. Saunders. City
carrier service was established July 1,
1930 also when D.C. Saunders was
postmaster, and the office became first
class July 1, 1942, under Alexander Main.




Bob Carpenter, who provided the infor-

This article has provided a thumb nail
sketch of the area's postal history. I
hope to eventually write a book recording
the postal history of Santa Barbara
County. Any information relating to any
post office in the county, 1including
photographs, would be greatly appreciated.
Photographs will be copied and the
originals returned. I have had the
privilege of interviewing many people
* whose first-hand recollections have added
a great deal to my information gathering.
I intend to continue as time permits. My
objective is to fully document that
portion of our rich and colorful heritage
that has not been fully researched and
recorded to date, namely the contribution
' made by our post offices.

The photo (upper left), inside

the post office when it was in

Moore's Department Store build-
ing on West Ocean Avenue. Left
to right: Arthur Elexon, Bill

Proud, Alex Main, Helen Spanne

and James Gardner.
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The 'Old Post Office Restaurant' searched
extensively during 1984 for a photo of the
post office at 112 South I Street. The
Historical Society aided in the search to Non-Members.............out. $3.00 per year
no avail. However, in an obscure Histori-
cal Society file, this rare photo has been
found! 8 Edited by.......... Vance Newcomb, 736-3031
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mation for this Lompoc Legacy, concludes:
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