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HEADRICK

The 1984 Pioneer Society President, Dennis
Headrick, can trace both sides of his
family tree to the same origin - East
Tennessee. The Headrick family emigrated
from Germany to Pennsylvania in the early
1700's. After serving under the command of
General George Washington during the
Revolutionary War, William Headrick moved
to East Tennessee. He was the "original"
for all the Headricks of that area. The
Headrick family became, and still is, a
well known family in Sevier County,
Tennessee. Several hundred family members
still live in the area, many inhabiting the
original family homestead. The Headrick
Chapel Cemetery in Wears Cove is almost
exclusively devoted to the Headrick clan.

Dennis Headrick's grandfather, John Henry
Headrick, Great-Great-Great Grandson of
William Headrick, married Frances Clow of

Frances and John H. Headrick - 1954
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North Dakota. John and his bride started
to travel seeking their fortune. While
they were living in St. Paul, Minnesota in
1915, Donald Fugene Headrick was born. He
was the first of three sons born to John
and Frances Headrick. John Arthur was born
in Tennessee in 1916, and Richard Frank in
Los Angeles in 1922.

Los Angeles became the permanent home of
John, Frances, and the three boys. Raising
three energetic boys proved to be a chore,
especially in the "wicked City" of Los
Angeles. John Arthur and Richard Frank
completed their schooling and remained in
the Los Angeles area to become successful
plumbers. The father, John Henry died at
the age of 68 in 1958. Richard was killed
in an automobile accident in 1964. The
mother, Frances, died in 1972 at the age of
75, and John Arthur died in 1981.

Dennis' father, Donald, graduated from
Fremont High School in 1932. He journeyed
to Lompoc to visit family friends, Kenneth
and Funice Rule, and their children Evelyn,
Ida, and Harry. Upon his departure from
Los Angeles, Donald was given $5.00 by his
father who instructed him to return home
when he got down to bus fare. Even during
those Depression years, Don managed to keep
ahead of bus fare and remained in Lompoc.

He dug graves and sewer lines, worked on a
garbage truck, worked as a ranch hand, and
did carpentry work. He later worked for
Tom Parks in his vegetable packing
business, the Lompoc Post Office, and
finally the Lompoc Unified School District
where he worked until his death in 1969,

While living with the Rule family on South
J Street, Don became friends with the



Howerton family who lived across the street
on the Northwest corner of Hickory and J
Streets, In particular, his interest was
captured by the youngest of the 12 Howerton
children, Mildred. Little did Don realize
that he would soon marry into one of
Lompoc's largest families. Don and Mildred
were married on September 12, 1936, at the
County Courthouse in Santa Barbara,

Don,

Don.and Mildred Headrick - 1936

They moved to Los Angeles and 1ived there
while Don worked for the Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company. On December 3, 1937, Gai1l
Patricia Headrick was born. Shortly
thereafter, the three Headricks returned to
Lompoc and settled into an apartment in the
Rudolph Home (located where Williamsg
Brothers Fast Market parking lot is now).
While living there, Don and Mildred
developed a lifelong friendship with
landlady Estelle Nichols, who, until her
death was affectionately referred to as
In February, 1944, the Headricks
moved one block south to their first and
only home at 302 East Cypress Ave. Mildred
still resides in this home.

On November 27, 1949, Dennis Earl Headrick
was born. His father, Donald, became
Supervisor of Maintenance for the Lompoc
Unified School District, and witnessed the
enormous growth of the Lompoc School system
during the 1960's when Vandenberg Air Force
Base was booming. He was instrumental in
assuring that the many new school buildings
were of good quality, and was in charge of
maintaining them in top notch condition.
In 1960, Gai1l Headrick married Garry Benson

Gail and Dennis Headrick Future Pioneer
- 1952

of Los Alamos. They still live in Lompoc
at 338 South B Street. Garry is Electrical
Estimator for the City of Lompoc. Gail is
a homemaker. Dennis Headrick lives with

Mildred at the family home on East Cypress,
and is Purchasing Agent for the City of
Lompoc.

o
Society Secretary
and President - Gail and Dennis
Headrick - 1952

In 1965, Donald was elected President of
the Lompoc Pioneer Society and also served
on the Board of Directors of the then newly
formed Lompoc Valley Historical Society.
He was also Very active in the Lompoc
Masonic Lodge, serving as Master inp 1964,
The Key to the City that Dennis receives
this year as President of the Pioneer
Society is the same key presented to his
father as President in 1965. 1In February,
1969, at the age of 52, Donald Eugene
Headrick died of cancer.

Don and Mildred Headrick - 1957




HOWERTON

The Howerton family roots can be traced
back to East Tennessee, not far from the
home of the Headricks. Benjamin Howerton
was a Methodist Minister who farmed the
fields and hills of Eastern Tennessee. His
son, William Peter Howerton was born
April 19, 1829. He married Nancy Candace
Groves who was born in Illinois on May 18,

1830. They had ten children:
Mary Ann b. 1853
Angeline b. 1855
Samuel J. b. 1857
Susan C. b. 1859
James B. b. 1860
Mattison W. b. 1863
Martha Jane b. 1865
William A. b. 1866
Sarah E. b. 1851
Thomas Franklin b. 1868

Nancy Candace Howerton died in 1871, when
Thomas Franklin (Frank) was 3 years old.
Frank was raised by his older sisters.
Sarah, Angeline and Mary Howerton came to
Santa Maria in approximately 1875. Susan,
Matt, Jim, Frank and their father William,
came from Kansas in 1881 by train to
Sacramento. Later in 1881 they moved to
Santa Maria and settled in the Orcutt area.

Mattison Howerton was the first brother to
come to the Lompoc area in 1891. He farmed
the Jesus Maria Ranch (now Vandenberg AFB).
Jim arrived about 1907 and also farmed the
same area. He was a bricklayer by trade
and helped build some of the first
buildings in Santa Maria and Guadalupe.
Angeline also arrived in Lompoc about 1907.

Frank Howerton married the girl next door,
Bertha Hobbs, in 1889, Santa Maria
Justice of the Peace "Stormy" John McCorkle
performed the ceremony. Frank was 21,
Bertha 15. They eventually had 12
children, and were married for 64 years at
the time of Frank's death in 1953 at the
age of 85,

Frank and Bertha moved from place to place
making a living from the land. In 1907,
they and their first 9 children moved to
Lompoc. Frank also farmed the Jesus Maria
Ranch with his brothers. Frank and Bertha

Fraﬂk and”Bertha's wedding‘plcture - 1889

settled on the Turri Ranch toward Surf,
then lived on the Holt Ranch on Leege
Avenue, the Stambaugh Ranch across Dyer
Bridge, then, in 1920 lived on their own
farm 3 miles west of town on Ocean Avenue
between Douglass and Leege Avenues. For
the next ten years Frank farmed. In 1930
he rented out the ranch and moved his
family to town to a home at 237 South J
Street. Farming lured him back to the
family ranch in 1942. With the help of his
son Bert, he farmed the land until 1947,
when he sold out to the Signorelli Brothers
and moved into town to his last home at 422
North H Street (the present site of Taco
Bell parking lot).

The children of Frank and Bertha Hobbs
Howerton were:

Lucy A. b. 1890 in Orcutt
William F. (Bud) b. 1892 in Orcutt
Nellie M. b. 1894 in Orcutt
Samuel T. b. 1896 in Jackson, CA
Sarah E. ( Sadie) b. 1899 in Jackson, CA
Edith B. b. 1901 in Orcutt
Bessie A. b. 1903 in Orcutt
Roland M. (Rod) b. 1905 in Los Alamos
Albert B. (Bert) b. 1907 in Orcutt
Hazel TI. b. 1910 in Lompoc
Lawrence S. (Smitty) b. 1912 in Lompoc
Mildred M. b. 1916 in Lompoc



Only five of the children are still living;
Bessie A., Albert B., and Mildred M. in
Lompoc, Hazel I. in Buellton, and Roland M.
in Santa Barbara.

Lucy A. Howerton married Meinrad Kalin and
had five children:

Doris (Mrs. David Clark) of Lompoc
Dorothy (Mrs. John Grossini) of Lompoc
Edward of Morro Bay

Lloyd of Buellton

Rey of Santa Maria

Bud Howerton married Rachel lLewis and had
four children:

Margurett (Mrs. Harry Beckwith) of Oregon

William of Hayward

Elinor (Mrs. Edward Bowman) of Santa
Barbara

James of Santa Maria

Bud divorced and remarried Margarita Tico.

Nellie M. married Fred Singleton and had
one child:

Evelyn (Mrs. Jay Jackson) of Reno, NV
Nellie divorced and remarried Ray Cox.

Samuel T. married Ella Mae Baber and had
two children:

Gordon of Oregon
Helen (Mrs. Duane Vodden) of Minnesota

Sarah E. married Harry Kehew and had two
children:

Harriet (Mrs. Fred Hunt) of El Cerrito
Byron of Pacheco, CA

Edith B. married Harry Sorensen and had two
children:

Alan (deceased)
Joy (Mrs. Dick Menges) of Oklahoma

Bessie A. married Wilbur Hooker and had
four children:

Richard of Paso Robles

Kenneth of Sacramento

Glenna Rae (Mrs. Chuck Brown) of
Santa Barbara

Ronald of Lompoc

Roland M. married Connie Llewellen and had
one child:

Carol Ann of Santa Barbara

Albert B. married Ruth Wolford and had two
children:

Patsy Ruth (Mrs. Nels Andersen) of
Washington
David of Las Vegas, Nevada

Hazel I. married A. B. (Burt) Jory and had
one stepdaughter:

Dionne of Oregon

Lawrence S. married Ruby Perry and had one
child:

Lawrence Jr. of Santa Rosa

Mildred M. married Donald Headrick and had
two children:

Gail (Mrs. Gary Benson) of Lompoc
Dennis of Lompoc

Two brothers and one sister of Frank
Howerton also settled in Lompoc. Their
families and descendants married into many
pioneer families of the area. Some of the
old family names related to the Howerton
clan are: Kalin, Hooker, Cooper, Lewis,
Huyck, Houk, Grossini, Martin, Dutra,
Grossi, Gilkeson, Nichols, Upton, Day,
Eckert, Douglass, Callis, Horn, Rule, Daly,
Luis, Domingos, Sousa, Emmons, Sanor,
Dietzman, and Huseman. The Howertons and
Hobbs families are also related to two
pioneer Santa Maria families as well - the
Bradleys and Stubblefields.

Frank Howerton's other family members who
settled in Lompoc were his sister Angeline,
and brothers James and Mattison. Angeline
Howerton married John Houk and had nine
children: Weaver, Bert, Reuben, Fred,
John, Georgia, Candace, Eva and Will,
John's widow Amelia, Weaver's son Ed, and
Georgia's daughter Angie Day Donelson still

live in Lompoc.
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L-R: John Houk, Angeline Howerton Houk, Mattison,
Mary Howerton Bellow, James, Susan Howerton Whaley,
Frank Howerton - on occasion of John and Ageline
Houk's 50th Wedding Anniversary - 1925




James Howerton married Susan Cooper. they
were the parents of Charlie, Eldon,
Everett, Ellis, George, Mabel, and Austin.
Charlie's daughter Beverly Monasterio,
Fldon's son David, Austin's daughter Marian
Bottroff, and Mabel's daughter Dorothy
Emmons still live in Lompoc. Austin became
a Baptist minister in 1924, but never
served as full time pastor of a church. He
per formed many Lompoc marriage ceremonies.
Austin was a cement contractor by trade.

Mattison Howerton married Berdina Hobbs
(Bertha's sister). They were the parents
of Alice and Harry Howerton. Alice married
Andrew Huyck, descendant of a Pioneer
Lompoc founding family. Alice's daughter
Helen Wade still lives in Lompoc. Harry
became Street Superintendent in Lompoc and
was Constable for the Lompoc area. After
Berdina's death, Mattison Howerton married
FElizabeth Bradley Singleton. Her son was
Fred Singleton, who married Nellie M.
Howerton. Frank Howerton's brother
Mattison married Bertha Hobbs' sister
making their son and daughter double
cousins of the Frank Howerton children.

HOBBS

Bertha Mae Hobbs' family has an interesting.

part in California history. Her Great
Aunt, Nancy Kelsey, was the first white
woman to cross the Plains in a covered
wagon to California. She also helped
design the first California Bear Flag, and
is known as the "Betsy Ross" of California.
Bertha's mother was Mahala Jane Gann, born
in 1841 in Missouri, the daughter of
Nicholas and Ruth Freshour Gann (the Ganns
also hailed from Tenn.,) Mahala came to
California from Missouri with her parents
in 1847 on the Hopper wagon train. Theirs
was the first train to arrive after the
ill-fated Donner party. In fact, on the
way over the same route the Donner Party
had traversed, the Hopper train witnessed
the grisly remains of the Donner wagon
train. The first white child born in the
San Joaquin Valley (William Gann) was born
to Nicholas and Ruth in Stockton in 1847,
Mahala met Samuel Hobbs in Stockton and
married him in 1857. Samuel had come to
California from Kentucky. Sam and Mahala
had thirteen children:

W.A. b. 1858
Henry b. 1860
Joseph b. 1862
Melvina b. 1865

Berdina b. 1867
Rosette b. 1869
James b. 1871
Bertha b. 1874
Ruth b. 1876
Minnie b. 1880

Baby Rosa died in infancy
Nicholas (Jake)b. 1882
Estelle b. 1884

Sam and Mahala and their first five
children came to Santa Maria in 1868 and
settled in La Graciosa. When La Graciosa
was abandoned in 1877, the family moved
down the road to Orcutt, in the Pine Grove
District. Bertha attended Pine Grove
School where she was an honor student.
Although she only completed what is now the
8th grade, she was sharp in mathematics,
and until her death in 1964 at the age of
89, could figure math problems in her head
more rapidly than most people could with
pencil and paper.

The Hobbs family was a farming family.
Bertha grew up sharing the chores of the
farm and helped raise the younger children.

Samuel Hobbs died in 1901 and Mahala in
1925 in Orcutt. Both are buried in the
Pine Grove Cemetery along with members of
many Pioneer Santa Maria families.
Nicholas and Estelle Hobbs were the last of
the Hobbs family to be buried in this
historic cemetery in the early 1960's. The
cemetery was recently saved from
destruction by the concerted effort of
concerned descendents of those buried
there. Bertha, as was Frank, was the last

Bertha Hobbs Howerton



surviving member of her family. Bertha

died in 1964 at the age of 89.

Bertha Hobbs Howerton's other family
members who settled in Lompoc were:

Berdina (discussed earlier) and Melvina.
Melvina Hobbs married Thomas Henry Martin
and lived on the Packard Ranch and later in
Cebada Canyon. They were the parents of
Charles, Delbert, Ruth, James, Dean, Bill,
Sadie, Ann, Myrtle, and Rufus. Dean is
still living in Lompoc and is married to
Lucille Sanor. Bill's son Perry also still
lives in Lompoc. He is a retired Lompoc
postmaster,

James Hobbs, Bertha's brother, also lived
in Lompoc, but remained a bachelor all of
his 82 years.

REMBRANCES

The Howerton family became well known in
the Lompoc Valley for producing Red Headed
children. All but one or two of Frank and
Bertha's children sported bright red hair!

To this day when a red head is spotted, a
remark is always heard, "It must be a
Howerton!"

The Howertons also became well known for
their baseball prowess. At one time, a
championship Lompoc baseball team existed
whose players were all named Howerton.
Brothers, cousins, and nephews joined
forces to become a formidable opponent for
any local baseball team. They often played
against teams hailing from Santa Barbara to
San Luis Obispo. The baseball 1legacy
lasted for years. Rod Howerton played on a
1928 team which ventured to Japan to play a
35 game series. Fifteen baseball stars
from Northern Santa Barbara County were
chosen for that team. One of Frank and
Bertha's grandsons, Bill (Bud's son) made
the major leagues and played for the
St. Louis Cardinals. One of Bud's
Grandsons is now a major league scout.
Dennis Grossini, Grandson of Lucy Howerton
Kalin, played for the Detroit Tigers for a
short time until injuries forced him to
quit. Even today at family reunions, the
Howerton baseball team still plays in the
memories of Rod and Bert. The stories go
on and on .... Bud and Rod Howerton became
quite well known throughout the County and
State as accomplished horsemen. They each

won many lovely saddles and silver buckles
in Rodeos in the team roping event. They
were a major force to be reckoned with in
any Rodeo. Bud and Rod were honored at the
Santa Barbara County Fair in 1980 by being
inducted into the Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Until his death at the age of 89, Bud
continued to cut a dashing figure on
horseback. Dennis' grandmother, Bertha,
was quite a horsewoman also. She could
often be seen riding sidesaddle on her
favorite horse. Bertha and Mrs. Flora
Short used to challenge each other to horse
and buggy races down Ocean Avenue. No one
cared who won, as it was just for the sport
of it!

'?ﬁg
Bertha riding sidesaddle

Her daughter, Mildred, (Dennis' mother)
remembers the Home Ranch with fondness.
Since the well water at the ranch was not
drinkable, her father, Frank, had to haul
water from a spring at the head of LaSalle
Canyon. The spring was capped with a water
spigot and small garden hose. 1t seemed to
take forever to fill the 1000 gallon horse
drawn tank wagon from that hose! The water
was available to anyone who could afford
the 5 cent per gallon price. If you
couldn't afford that, then you paid
whatever you could spare. Upon leaving the
spring, you deposited your money in a
padlocked wooden box. The wagon was driven
back to the ranch and emptied into a
cistern by another garden hose. The entire
operation could ruin your whole day! Even
after moving to town, Frank would take
5 gallon bottles out to the LaSalle spring,
since the water was the sweetest around.

Fishing was a favorite pastime, especially
at the old landing. Bertha would pack the
family flivver with fishing gear, load the
kids and take off across the river. At
that time, there were no bridges, so one



had to drive through the river bed. Bertha
would ignore the "crossing" created Dby
previous automobiles and would go with the
flow of the river. She got stuck every
time! Upon arriving at "Big Rock'" Bertha
proceeded to tie Smitty and Mildred
together with a rope, SO if one fell in the
Ocean, the other would follow!

Frank in his 10 gal. Stetson

Frank never wore a coat, and kept his
sleeves rolled up even in the coldest
weather. In addition, he always wore a ten
gallon Stetson hat. He always had one good
black hat and one good white hat. When one
of his hats started to wear out, he made
that one a work hat and bought a
replacement for the good hat.

Occasionally, Frank and Bertha would go
into town and leave the kids at home. The
kids would proceed to mix up a soda pop
concoction from vinegar, sugar and water,
and slice raw potatoes and cook them on top
of the big wood stove. Although the mess
was always cleaned up before the folks
returned, Bertha was never fooled.

Sunday was set aside for big family
dinners. An abundance of food was prepared
for anyone who happened to drop by. You
never knew how many people would show up,
but there was always enough food. If
anyone went hungry, it was their own fault.
I1f the Sunday baseball game was a home
game, someone would venture into town to
the Elite Bakery and get 5 gallons of fresh
churned ice cream and take it back to the
ranch for cookies or cake and ice cream
after the game.

The Howerton gift for baseball must have
come from Bertha, since she had quite a
pitching arm. She would go to every
carnival that came to town and pitch

baseballs at milk bottles. She usually won
easily. Mildred still has a tea set that
Bertha won at Ocean Park amusement park in
Los Angeles.

Sam Howerton lived in a house about a block
across the field from the family ranch
house. One year Frank had planted corn in
the field between the houses with just a
path to get pack and forth. Smitty and
Mildred had gone over to Sam's just before
dusk. When they started back home, Rod had
hidden in the corn which reached over their
heads. Mildred knew about Rod's trick but
didn't tell Smitty. When they were about
half way through the field, Rod let out a
roar like a bear. If that had been the
Olympics, Smitty would have easily won!
Rod was (and still is) full of tricks, but
Smitty was no slouch when it came to
mischief. He would hook up a very fine
copper wire to the coil of his old Ford,
string the wire across the sidewalk at
school at ankle height, and give the girls
a shock when they walked by. He also kept
his car pretty well wired so if anyone
touched it, they would get shocked. He
even wired the bedsprings on Bert's bed one
night, but that didn't happen again!
Smitty became well known later in life as a
self taught musician. He played the organ
for many social gatherings and dances, and
formed a small group who played throughout
the area.

When Bertha lived on North H Street, many
of the fine older homes began to disappear
and be replaced by businesses. Directly
across from her house, a small shopping
complex was built. Into this building
moved "Chicken Delight," which was a
chicken take out restaurant. Bertha would
call on the phone and order lunch, sit in
her front window and time the delivery boy
trying to cross the busy street with her
chicken! Every Labor Day was the Pioneer
Society Reunion. This was the highlight of
Bertha's year. She would attend the Tea,
Dance and Picnic, and spend every moment
reminiscing with old friends and family.
Fach year, the Howertons were represented
at the picnic by up to one hundred family
members. The entire family became
committed to attending this event out of
respect for Bertha, the matriarch of the
Howerton Clan.



In 1939, all 12 Howerton children gathered times did all 12 children gather at on,
together to celebrate Frank and Bertha's time -- at Frank's funeral in 1953 and
Golden Wedding Anniversary. Only two other Bertha's in 1964.

Howerton family at Frank and
Bertha's 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary - February, 1939
L-R Back Row: Bud, Bert, Rod
2nd Row: Nellie, Mildred,
Edith, Lucy, Smitty, Hazel
Sadie, Sam, Bessie
Front Row: Bertha, Frank

b

Frank and Bertha on their
64th Wedding Anniversary
y
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