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Rios... California Ranchero

Pensa...Sons of Italy

John H. "Jack" Rios, Lompoc Pioneex
Socdiety president fon 1983, 4s des-
cended from Spanish families of early
California exploration and ranchero
game. His wife, Victordina (Pensa)
Ri04, 44 Ttalian. Her parents were
born, reared and marnied in Italy,
then came to Lompoc, Zo make an enes-
getic contribution here.

Petronlllo Rlos

Jack Rios' great, great grandfather,
Petronillo Rios was born about 1806 in
Mexico. His parents were Gregorio and
Marciana (or Mariana) (Layas) Rios. They
were probably both born in Mexico about
the time of the Revolutionary War, or in

California history, during the time of the

Part I

(See Legacy No. 39)

first missions. When
Petronillo Rios was 18 or 19 years old he
came to California as an artillery man in
the Mexican  Army. He arrived in
California in 1824 or 1825 (shortly after
Mexico became independent from Spain).
From 1827 to 1840, Petronillo was an
Artillery Sergeant in San Francisco, no
doubt at the Presidio, guarding the
entrance to San Francisco Bay.

founding of the

When he was 26 years old, about 1832, he
married Catarina Avila. She was born in
California din 1812, and was a "lovely
California  girl" according to one
account. Her grandfather and grandmother,
Ignacios and Maria  Gertrudis (Rivas)
Linares were in the De Anza Expedition.
They had four children when the expedition
started December 24, 1775, and Maria
Gertrude gave birth to their fifth child
on the trail.

and Catarina Rios had three
children: Jose Camilo, born in 1833 (one
account says 1834), Maria Lina, 1835 and
Jose Simon, 1836.

Petronillo

It was 1in 1836 that Petronillo was listed
as 30 years of age in a document in
Monterey (hence his year of birth is
assumed to be 1806). Some time during the
next 10 years Petronillo Rios turned his
attention to the Valley of the Salinas
river.

On April 6, 1846 he was grantee of the San
Bernabe' Rancho (south of King City).
Earlier, din 1842 Juan Avila had been
granted the Miguel Rancho. It was not



known whether Juan was and uncle, brother
Or cousin of Catarina Rios.,

On  July 14, 1846, Petronilio Rios, along
with  hig partner, William Reed, was
granted the San Miguel estate, Reed, an
English sailor, had come to California in
1837. Late 1in 1846, Rios built the adobe
near the San Miguel Mission, now restored
as the "Rios-Caledonia Adobe." The adobe
was used as rancho headquarters ang Reed
lived there with his TIndian wife, Maria
Antonia, and family,

Also in 1846, Petronillo Rios was grantee
of the 25,993 acre Paso de los Robles
Rancho. He built an adobe near Templeton
and  lived there. At age 40, this
"retired" Army Sergeant was doing quite
well under Mexican governors, Pio Rico,
and Alverado, However, the Americans were
threatening to take over California. The
next two years were, no doubt, very
troublesome to the Californianos, until
it was established they could keep their
land under American treaty. The discovery
of gold in 1848 kept the Americans from
turning their attention to ranchos in
Salinas Valley.

In 1848, Petronillo Rios accompanied his
partner, William Reed, to the gold fields
with a flock of sheep. It is possible
they attempted some panning for gold, but
it is probable they received most of the
money from hungry miners in payment for
the sheep. It was a bag of gold that led
to the terrible murder of William Reed.

Rios and Reed returned from the minesg to
their ranchos at Paso de los Robles and
San Miguel. 1In early December, 1848, Reed
offered bed and board to five strangers
traveling through the valley. During the
evenings as they chatted around the table,
William  Reed couldn't resist bragging
about the money he made from the sale of
sheep to the miners, He may have even
showed them the bag of gold.

The men left after a few days but went
only as far as the Santa Marguarita, At
night, they returned to the San Miguel and
committed one of the grizzliest crimes in
California history, They murdered Reed,
his pregnant wife, her brother, a
midwife who wag there to attend Mrs. Reed,
the midwife's daughter and nephew, an
Indian servant and his five year old

nephew, and a negro cook, 11 persons in
all, counting the unborn child. They
heaped the bodies in one room, and took
the gold,

On their way south toward Santa Barbara
(two of them were from Jack Power's gang)
one of the five murderers tried to "cash
in'! san ear-ring someone recognized as
belonging to Mrs. Reed, Suspicions were
aroused and  when the murders were
discovered, a posse pursued the outlaws
and caught up with them on the coast near
Santa Barbara. One was fatally shot, one
drowned trying to escape into the ocean,
and the remaining three were executed in
Santa Barbara on December 28, 1848. One
of them had murdered a man at Sutter's
Mill in October and escaped from jail 4n
time to join the other four.

Rios helped bury his partner and the other
victims of the crime. Years later in
1877, Mrs. Rios recounted the story of the
San Miguel murders to California historian
Herbert Howe Bancroft,

In 1852, Rios was claimant to El Paso de
los Robles Rancho. (It was important for
rancho owners to verify their Mexican
grants with the U.S. Land Commission,)
About that time, he moved with his wife
and three teen-aged children fronm his
adobe at Templeton to the adobe he had
built 6 years earlier in San Miguel], It
was closer to Monterey (seat of the
California government) and was a better
location of ranching headquarters.

Rios sold rancho Paso de los Robles to
James Blackburn for $8,000.00 in 1857
although he didn't receive  the U.S.
Patent until July 20, 1866.

He was 51 years old in 1857 and that year
he was county superintendent of schools,
(For some reason, eight men passed the
office around that year....)

The Rios adobe in the San Miguel was sold
to Warren C. Rickard in 1862, Six years
later he sold it to a Scotsman, George
Butchart, who turned it into an Inn and
Stagecoach Stop. He  called it the
Caledonia Inn, (Caledonia is Scottish for
"Welcome.")  For three quarters of g
century the building was used as an Inn,
Stagecoach Stop, school, post office,
business  housge and  home for Several



families. The Fred Telford family lived
there and operated a dairy in the 1890's.
After the turn of the century, Alfred
Nygren's family lived in it. It was sold
to Charles Dorrie in 1923 who planned to
restore it as a historical museum. I11
health prevented him from accomplishing
the task. It crumbled into total ruins,
but has now been restored and is open to
the public.

RIOS CHART

Ancestors of John H. (Jack) Rios

Researchers  determined that Petronillo
Rios was living in San Luis Obispo County
in 1860 (age 54), and the records show he
received the patent from the U.S. Land
Commission on El Paso de Robles Rancho
July 20, 1866. He had already sold it to
Blackburn nine years earlier. Local
family records do not show when he died.
His widow was 1living in Santa Clara with
her daughter, Lena in 1877.

Pet e Kiow Gregorio Rios
Jose Camilo b Marciana Layas
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(see Legacy No. 39)
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6. Egobilo (E.H.) Rios m
b. Oct 12, 1863, San Miguel, CA
d. Dec 1936
m. 1892

(called Bill)
Ch: Isabelle and Reginal

. Charles Osbando Rios m
b. 1867, San Miguel Mission
d. Sept 20, 1934, Lompoc, CA
m. Feb 14, 1892, Lompoc, CA

Mary Gill - sister of Marcella
b. San Luis Obispo, CA
divorced
Mary m. (2) J. H. Van Wormer
m, Sept 22, 1922, Santa Barbara, CA

Grace Louis Abigail Smithers
b. July 22, 1869, Flitwick, Bedfordshire,
d. Jan 13, 1953, Lompoc, CA Eng

One child: Herbert C. (Bert) Rios

Bert was the

B Frank Rios
b. ca 1868, San Miguel

Lived in Templeton in his adult years.

93 Steve Rios m
b. ca 1869, San Miguel,
d. Feb 9, 1950, Modesto, CA

No children

A family gathering perhaps after 1913, the
year his wife, Mary Antonia Rios had died.
Seated: James Rios and the father, Camilo
Rios.

only child to live to maturity.

Fmma Anderson
b 1891

Standing, left to right. Charles
Rios, Victoria (Rios) Mounier, Josie

(Rios) Frazzi, Egobilo Rios and Canuto
Rios - Historical Society Photo.



Camilo Rios

Camilo Rios, came to Lompoc in
1875, Camilo (in some places it is
spelled Camillo) was probably born in San
Francisco, where his father was an
Artillery Sergeant at the Presideo. By

the time he was in his teens, Camilo Rios
was riding San Miguel and Paso de los
Robles horses up and down the Salinas
river. About 1856 at age 23, he married
Mary Antonia Castillo. She was 13 going

on 14. They may have been married at the

i\, Canuto Rios
b ca 1857, San Miguel, CA
d. July 23, 1920, Santa Barbara
m. May 28, 1893
bur. Lompoc

Two children: Louise and

2. Josefa Rios

m
b ca 1858, San Miguel, CA
d. San Francisco, CA
m. (?)
Two sons
3. James Rios m
b ca 1859, San Maguel, CA
Worked on the San Julian Rancho
Rose (Rios) Jones father
Lived in San Luis Obispo
4, Justo Rios - unmarried

b. ca 1862, San Miguel, CA
d. Camarillo, CA

adobe in Templeton on Rancho Paso de los
Robles, or at San Miguel. The year after
they were married Camilo's father sold the
Paso de los Robles and records show that
all eleven of Camilo and Mary Antonia's
children were born in San Miguel. Their
last child, Victoria Evelyn Rios was born
about 1875 and may have been the reason
the family delayed the move to Lompoc at
its founding in 1874,

Camilo Rios came to
all 11 children, including the new born
infant. Camilo was 41 or 42 years old,
and his wife Mary Antonia was 32, Their
children were:

Lompoc in 1875 with

Simona Ortega

b. Dec 21, 1878, Santa Barbara

d. Jan 21, 1852, Santa Barbara
Emilia

Frazzi

Marcella Gil

The Rios adobe in San Miguel was sold in 1862 and since their 7th child is listed as

being born in the Mission
Miguel Mission.

5. m

Mary Rios (see Legacy No. 6)
b. Feb. 20, 1863, San Miguel, CA
d. Feb. 16, 1913, Santa Barbara, CA

m. Jan 19, 1886, Lompoc, CA

They had: Logan Long m

Mary (Rios) Long

m-(2) 1903

y it is assumed all the remaining children were born in San

George Long
b. Dec 25, 1815, Lancaster Co., PA
d. Dec 8, 1900, Lompoc, CA

Mattie

to John Harman
b. Sept 23, 1838, Ohio
d. April 18, 1907, Lompoc




as members from January 4, 1891 to May 20,
1891,

Problems arose  over his  not being
ordained, and anxious to avoid a rumpus,
he resigned. The Christian Church had

their new church on the
corner of Cypress and T Street next door
to the Baptist Church and John Smithers
was invited to become ordained and became
their pastor. After a day of fasting and
praying, the ordination was held and he
became their pastor in 1891, He preached
there for several months and the church
congregation grew, but Smithers discovered
several doctrinal differences between
Christian Churches and the old Baptist
denomination, so the family withdrew from
the church.

just  completed

By that time ip 1893, Rev. J. C. Webb, the

second minister 1listed by the Baptist
Church records, had resigned so the next
week Smithers was invited back, and he is

listed as the third minister of the
Baptist Church. He held the position
until Rev. (., R, Corning was called from
Grants Pass, Oregon, in January, 1895,
Smithers sold the ranch and went to
Detroit where he was properly ordained a
Baptist minister 1ip November, 1895, fe
WAS pasComg min S Glair Baptist Church
there. His last pastorate was in San Luis
Obispo where he had to resign because of
partial blindness and the death of his

wife. Louise Abigail (Young) Smithers
died August 23, 1913,

Their chilren were:

1. Grace Smithers m Charles Rios

Grace had joined the Episcopalian church
when the family was still 1in England, and
continued in that faith after her marriage
nominal Catholic
background,

2. Lillian Smithers m, lst Edward Combes
2nd George Campbell

3. Daisy Smithers m. Will Carlton

Lillian and Daisy were the only children

of John and Louise to join the Baptist

church in Lompoc, (1891)

4, John Edward Holt
Marguarite

Smithers m.

5. Mabel Smithers m. A, G. Welton

Charles and Grace Rios had two children:
Herbert (. (Bert) Rios, b 1894, and
Ramona, who died as a child, Their home
was on the northwest corner of QOcean
Avenue and ¢ Street, which was on the
front of the lot facing Ocean Avenue with
a side porch on the K Street side. For
Bert and Myrtle, the house was later moved
(about 1933-34) to the back of the lot and
was  turned to face K Street, It was 3
large two-story house which had been the
St Mary's Episcopal Church parsonage
before it was moved to the FEast Ocean
Avenue location,

Charles Rios was an excellent barber ang
was skillful enough to cut his own hair
using mirrors.

He died as a result of complications while
recovering from gall bladder surgery. He
was recuperating nicely so he went walking

to Mrs. Plumm's picking up walnuts. The
bending and stooping apparently caused
injury to his Surgery, because he had g

relapse and never recovered, He died
September 20, 1934, age 67,

Bert Rios

Next in 1line in Jack Rios! ancestry was
his father, Herbert C, "Bert" Rios. Bert
8rew up in Lompoc at the turn of the
century. When he was a youth, before WW
I, he was working with a survey outfit in

Nevada. His uncle Jack Smithers, a
dentist, offered to pay his way through
dental college in Los Angeles. However,

both Bert Rios and Jack Smithers were in
the service during the war. Bert was a
Corpman in the Medical Corps with the
144th  Field Artillery - the California
Grizzlies.

the war in

His unit was in the thick of

France where a hospital was set up in an
old castle. Bert told of sad memories of
watching men die in miserable

circumstances. He vowed he would "sit
out" the "next" war on a ship in the Navy,
It wasn't as safe and comfortable as he
thought it would be, but that is what he
did...,

His uncle John Edward Hoyt "Jack" Smithers
gave up a lucrative dental practice in Los
Angeles to serve his country, but
tragically he died of Spanish Influenza
while in Officer's Training at Camp Pike,



Camilo Riog Was a teamster ip Lompoc, ang
had been, no doubt, ip the Salinag Valley
before he came to Lompoc with hisg family,
He ig remembered as 4 tall man with g
white beard, ap impressive sight with hig
big teams pulling wagons to the landing
and back tq Lompoc or wherever hjg haul
would take him,

Camilo and Mary (Castillo)Rios lived 1ip 4
home on  the northeast corner of Cypress
Avenue and g Streets, Mrs. Rios had a
Nursing hope there, Two  known Lompoc
children, apg probably Many more, were
born in the Rios Nursing home, Henriettg
and  Mary Valla were born there to their
mother, Mrg. John Valla, Mrs. Rios also
made  tamales to sell, anpg Veda Perking
remembers her mother bought thep.

Charles Rios

Jack Rios, the Pioneer Society President,
remembers riding around horseback behind
his grandfather, Charles Osbando Rios, On
at least one Occasion they rode together
Over to Billy Joneg! ranch north of the
river. Charles Rios loved to ride horsegs
and  always owned g fancy horse or two.
The seventh child of Camilo apg Mary
Antonia Rios, Charles, was about eight
years old when the family arrived inp
Lompoc in 1875,

He did some farming  ang lots of
aforementioned horseback riding in hig
Jifetime, however, he is mostly remembered
as  the town barber. He was a barber at
age 21 in 1888 until he died ip 1934, age
about 67, In  June 1890, 23 year old
Charles Rios advertised 4p the Newspaper,
"Bath House, Charles Rios. Hig barbershop
and  baths one door west of Saunders
House.™ That wWas on the north side of the
100 block of West Ocean Avenue,

Smithers

Two years later, he Mmarried Grace Louise

Abigail Smithers. He was 24 and she wag
22 years old. Grace Smithers was English
and  had recently (ip 1890) arrived in

Lompoc  from Morbiton,
She  was born July 22,
Bedfordshire,

Surrey, England.
1869 at Flitwick,
England. Her father John

Smithers came to Lompoc ip 1890 (See
Legacy No. 6) to take up farming ip
Miguelito Canyon. He was DOt a successful
farmer, byt he became the minister of the
Baptist Church and spent some time asg g
member and part-time Preacher at the
Christian Church, which was on (he

southeast corper of Cypress and .

54

Jéﬂﬁ Smithers with his wife, Louige (Young)
Smithers and three oldest daughters, Grace,
Lillian ang Daisy,

Mr.and Mrg, John  Smitherg left England
March 18, 1890 and came with their family
to  Lompoc 1ip April 1890 Perhaps at the
recommendation of James Read. Tt was the
James Read family they first visited ip
the valley when they arrived by special
pullman car direct from their ship in New
York, After just three days ip Lompoc,
John Smithersg arranged to buy the Ben Capp

aelel ranch e feallleq "Esperanza" up
Miguelito Canyon,

When Deacon Orson Peck of
Church learned that Smithers had often
supplied Baptist pulpits 1ip and around
London, he invited the New arrival tgq
Preach. The firgt Pastor of the church,
Rev. J. 0. Redden, wag unable to continue
in the Pulpit due tq @ terminal bout with
”consumption” (tuberculosis). Smithers
breached at the Baptist Church for a few
months. Church records list the Smithers

the Baptist




Arkansas. His father, Rev. John Smithers
wrote the following poem in touching
tribute:

In memory of my beloved son Jack,
who died in service, October 14, 1918,
by his father, Rev. John D. Smithers,

Christmas, 1918,

T often feel quite lonesome now
And anxious all the day,

To see the face, and clasp the hand
Of him who passed away.

The only son God gave me,

My closest chum, and sweetest joy
My life, my love, were twined around

My one and only boy.

I saw him from his baby days,

Grow up from year to year;
That he would someday be a man,

I never had a fear.

His mother watched his every step,
T'was our united joy

To think that he might be one day
Qur one, and only boy.

Alas! the urgent call for boys,
Came sounding o'er the land;

Jack promptly gave himself to fight
And joined the heroic band.

He said, "I must do my duty, Dad,
Whatever may befall;

We each must do our best you know,
To give liberty to all."

And so he left us with a smile,
With comrades full of joy;

He gave his life for his country dear,
My one, and only boy.

The days are long, the nights are drear,
The anguish breaks my heart;

But I am proud that Jack, my son,
Was prompt to do his part.

My God knows best, His will be done,
His grace does me employ,

I do believe 1'1ll meet again
My one, and only boy.

The Rios-Pensa story will be continued

in the next Lompoc Legacy. Legacy No. 39
will begin with the conclusion of Bert
Rios' story, and will touch on the lives
of his wife, Myrtle (Pierce) Rios and her
parents.
tured, and finally, Jack's wife Victorina
Pensa, and her immediate ancestors...
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