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James “Jim” Short Story (Hodges - Lair)

Continued from Legacy No. 36

and the LOmpoc Model T Club

by Myra Manfrina
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t The Lompec race track used in the early 1880's was built on Ben Grossi's
property and included land west of the present Ryon Park. The east portion
purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Ryon was later deeded to the city of Lompoc.
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occurred in 1936. Alyda lived to be age 96

when she died in 1968. Her parents were
Short Story Lewis and Margaret Yocum Hopkins. Their
Continued from Legacy No. 36 children: Bertha, 1890-1925; Etta Mabel,

1892-1981; Herman, 1899-1970 and Ernest,
1903-1981. A1l but Herman remained in Lom-
Charlie Short worked at many State and Coun- poc. He lived in San Luis Obispo County.
ty fairs with the horses, and at many race-  His third wife, Wilma Wright, survives him.

tracks, and had a ranch in Oceano. His son She did much of the Hodges genealogical re-
Robert, who died in 1960 at age 56, was a search.
WWI veteran who had worked for some of the

large horse farms in California and at many  Ernest's wife, Janet Van Schaick, makes her
tracks, training horses. James Short, born home in Lompoc. He was 43 years with Johns-
in 1901 in Lompoc Canyon, had a son  Lyle  Manville, starting as a mule team driver and

by his first marriage. Lyle lives with his retiring in 1965 as maintenance  superinten-
family in Monterey, CA. TIn 1934 Jim married dent.

Lena "Babe" Lair, daughter of Edgar and Mab-
el (Hodges) Lair. Lena's ancestors came to
Lompoc in 1874 from San Jose. Preston Hodges
her grandfather, farmed on 160 acres on Cen-
tral Avenue between Bailey and Floradale.The
home place was where the vegetable packing
company is lTocated on Floradale.

(Hodges - Lair)

Preston Hodges was elected in 1875 to super-
vise the sale of volunteer hay growing on un-
sold lands of the Lompoc Valley Land Co. He
had a steam thresher in the valley in 1875
and in 1893 was president of the Lompoc Alli-
ance No. 6.

His wife Frances Lundy Hodges died in San
Jose in 1869, leaving him with 8 children.
When he came to Lompoc he had one son and
five daughters with him,plus another married
daughter Sarah (Mrs. F. M. Parrent), who
later moved to Long Beach. A daughter, Alice
(Mrs. A. C. Wilds) stayed in San Jose. Clara
after she helped her father raise the other
children, married William C. Olinger in 1878
- The Olingers are another old Lompoc family.
Lulu Hodges in 1881 married George Walker
and Tived in San Luis Obispo. Lizzie was
Mrs. Daniel Lewis in 1883 and Amy married
Henry Nelson McClure of another old family.
Lila married George Keesling in 1891. The
only son, William Azariah Hodges went to
Fresno to farm, drive cattle and logging

Edgar and Mabel (Hodges) Lair, 1909
Photo loaned by Lena Short.

wagons. He married Alyda May Hopkins in  Mabel and her.husband, Ed Lair, married in
Fresno in 1898 and in 1905 returned to Lom- 1909 and remained in Lompoc the rest of
poc. They were the grandparents of Lena  their lives. His father, Jeremiah Ritten-

Short. William took up the profession of house Lair, was a farmer and well driller,
tree stump blasting, using dynamite. In 1910 Ed was the only boy of the family with five
he was blinded permanently by such an expl- sisters, Amy (Mrs. C.J. Burton and then Mrs.
osion, and lost fingers on both hands, ren-  Lester Badger), Lida (Mrs. John Trumble],Fan-
dering him unable to work again. His death ny (Mrs. William Terry); Vernie who married
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Legacy No.36 left off in the middle of the Short family story and
horse racing. Some auto racing began to replace horse racing in
Lompoc, however, Jim Short's love of horses keeps this Legacy from
giving way to auto racing completely. It should be noted that Jim
Short was also interested in Model T racing. The late Frank Barker
recalled early Lompoc race tracks and drew them in late years from
his childhood memories. Pictured on page 1 is the track that exist-
ed in Lompoc's early years where Ryon Park is now. Below, is the
Riverside race track south of La Purisima Mission. Racing there
tock place about the turn-of-the~century. The Short story is con-
“tinued on page 3.
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Frank Barker was reared in Cebada Canyon northeast of Four Cormers. As a
child, he enjoyed the color and excitement of the races not far from his
home.
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August of 1926 there were 68 pupils and by
September there were 85 students. Desks,
tables and chairs were scattered all over

the room. Lena was the janitor before school
walking up to the school in the frosty early
morning when icicles hung on the bushes. She
started the fire in the pot-bellied stove,
swept, dusted and straightened. She was
always leery of going into the building for
fear one of the hoboes who used it occasion-
ally for the night's resting place would
still be there.

She worked for 26 years with the General Tel-
ephone Company in Lompoc, vretiring in 1979.

She and Jim Short have two boys, Witliam

Roger "Stormy" Short and Charles Edward

"Pokey" Short. Stormy and his family are in

Brentwood and Pokey and family live in Half

Moon Bay.

James “Jim” Short

Jim was wild about horses from the time he
could walk! And he still is'! In 1932 he won

Lena and Jim Short in
Winner's Circle with
Stormy and his family
and "Emma's Joy".

the World's Rodeo Title Championship in Bull
Riding at Salinas, CA. He rode all five
bulls assigned to him during five successive
days and gathered more points for skill than
any of the other 30 riders participating.
Rodeos didn't pay all that well so it was to
the Celite Company that he applied and there
he worked for 33 years. He also would work
at various ranches in the area at every opp-
ortunity, and he would go with his father to
racetracks in California whenever he got the
chance. Soon he too was racing horses and
sulkies and training western, race and show
horses. For 11 years after his J-M retire-
ment he spent the entire time breaking and
training his own horses. Today at age 82 he
is still breeding his horses and selling the
yearlings.

Jim is especially proud of "Courageous Red,"
the standard bred pacer that is the fastest
California-bred horse ever, and is the fast-
est in the United States this year. Jim
sold him as a yearling to New York buyers.
“"Courageous Red" 1is now nationally known and
has set all kinds of records in the racing
circuits. And he was bred, born, raised and

trained in Lompoc.

William "Stormy'" Short
driving one of their
race horses to a win
in 1972.
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Secene at Celite, No. 16 quarry looking southeast,

Leslie Pierce and J. Cunningham;
Mrs. Carroll Muncton

John Drury,
and Gertrude who Wwas
and Mrs. 0'Neill.

Jeremiah and lLottie Garrett Lair moved from
Maryland to Mulvane, Kansas in 1881 and in
1888 were in Baliard, CA coming 1o Lompoc 1in
1906. He farmed and ranched in the lower
valley, selling the ranch to Abe Henning in
1916. Jeremiah then worked at the Celite and
in his later years kept up the grounds and
flowers on company property. He died in 1938
and Lottie in 1946.

Jeremiah and Lottie Lair and family at
their 50th Wedding Anniversary, July,
Back row: Amy, Fanny, Verna, Lida and Ed.

1933.

in 1926.

Ed Lair at first farmed on his dad*s plac
in the valley,then hired on at Celite at th
same time as his father, in 1916, lookin
after their 225 horses. The next year he was
foreman of the road work in the excavation
quarries. Eventually he became watchman for
the entire plant. After his retirement  he
was crossing guard at H and Ocean for the
Lompoc school children.

while Ed worked for Celite-Johns-Manvillt
the family lived near the entrance to th
plant on Miguelito Canyon Road.To their wes’
was Ow Canyon, named for John Ow who bough
the ranch in 1884 from Billy Saunders. Tel.
¢ords lived there next, then the George Bad
gley family, and then the Lair family - E
and Mabel and their children: Edna (Mrs. Ra
mond Barr); Eva (Mrs. Ol1ie Wray); Len
(Mrs. Jip Short); Clarence who married Mar
garita Lafourcade; Wwalter whose wife is th
former Maxine Hartman; and the youngest
Donald.

£d and Mabel divorced in the 1940's
married Merley Perry. After her death
1948 he, in 1950, married Lottie Whipple M
ray. She preceded him in death in 1955. |
died in 1961. He was president of the Lo
poc Pioneer Society in 1951. Mabel La
lived to her 89th year in 1981.

and !

Lena "Babe" Lair grew up in Miguelito Cany
going to Miguelito School when there were
90 students in that one-room schoolhouse b
fore the 1924 addition was completed. He
mother was a school trustee in that year.C
stant increase in the population at t
mdhite Hills" swelled the attendance.
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ifter the race, George Learned wrote: Ar-

1and Cazenave and Walt Manfrina in their

'Shell Special” won the first annual Model

I Derby with a time of 55 minutes and 48

seconds for the 35 mile course. Ben Plo and

Gene Ferrari claimed second place in 56 min-
utes and 8 seconds, as timed by Alex Main

and D. J. Morgan, official timers. James

Short started the entrants in pairs and

Charies Kendall flaged them in at Locust.

Only serious trouble on the mesa-old lan-
ding Teg of the trip occurred when Charlie
Ferrari's "Gilmore Special" caught fire
which was extinquished after a few minutes
of frantic dirt throwing. He and his mech-
anic Manfrina were out of the race for good

when they burned out a coil on the south
side of Stewart Grade. Harvey Walters and
Buck Whitfield, piloting the Texaco entry,

turned it over on Miguelito grade when one
wheel climbed the bank. Whitfield came out

unscratched and Walters suffered minor in-
juries. Besides the 1st and 2nd place
winners, the 5 other cars finishing were

the Collar entry, father and son; Main and
Swanson; and Brughelli and Costa; Koekebaker

PAST WINNERS

ROAD RACE—1938
Won by
ARMAND CAZENAVE and WALT MANFRINA
ROAD RACE—SPRING, 1937
Waon by
ART COLLI and BILL DODSON
ROAD RACE-—FALL, 1937
Won by
ART COLLI and BILL DODSON
TRACK RACE—JUNE 26, 1938
Won by
WALTER SCHUYLER and WILLIAM SCHUYLER
TRACK RACE—FALL, 1938

Won by
TILDEN BRUGHELLI and JOE COSTA

TRACK RACE—SPRING, 1939

Won by
GLENN SCHUYLER and EDDIE CAZENAVE

TRACK RACE—S{UUMMER, 19:.59

Won by
WALTER SCHUYLER and WILLIAM SCHUYLER

McCABE TIRE SHOP

GUARANTEED RECAPPING

Equal to Any First Line Tire

303 East Ocean Phone 65

L

Program cover for the 1939 race

at the

brothers;and Keith Mintonye and Dave Winans
last, in an hour and 18 minutes. Coming
off the old landing hill, the latter car
blew two tires and on the Honda grade they

threw their front right tire while Davis
and Cazenave were forced to quit by ignit-
ion trouble. Dick Winans and Jenks broke

a crank shaft. Spanne and Canfield burned
out a bearing about 100 yards down the road
from where Ferrari and Manfrina finally
quit.

When they conceived the idea of the race,
the boys had no idea of the interest they
would generate in the community. It caught
on like wildfire, and if people weren't ra-
cing or helping out, they were spectators
by the hundreds. So the members decided to
draw up rules and by-laws, set dues at 25
cents per month, entrance fee per race at
$3 per car, and only requirement was that
the member be local and own a Model T in
order to race. They began, the day after
to race with 30 members, growing to over
100 before 1950, their first meetings tak-
ing place in the basement of the Elite Bak-
ery (alley corner of 100 block of South "H"

Street).
‘ll"l'Jll

MODEL
CLUB

INCORPORATED

FALL RACE

OCTOBER 22, 1939 2 P.M.
MARETTI RANCH

LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA

ELLWYN GODDEN, PRESIDENT

GEORGE SUMTER, SECTY, MAURICE GLINE, TREAS.

Maretti Ranch track at Ocean Park.



LOMPOC MODEL T CLUB
1936 - 1950

Model T racing was moved from Ocean Park to the Beckwith
Lake track on "Humpy' Campbell's ranch during the 1940's.
The lake is still there (in wet years), just northeast of
where the east end of Campbell road meets highway 246.

.Jim Short was president of the Lompoc Model
T Club in 1937, shortly after its founding.
The former members of this club are being
honored by the Lompoc Pioneer Society at
their 57th Annual Reunion over Labor Day
Weekend, 1983. The years selected are be-
tween 1936 and 1950, the year the club Tleft
exclusive area membership and Lompoc racing
tracks to race their jalopies in Buellton
and elsewhere.

The following is an account of the first
"dCe&, a cross country one, held November 29
1936, written by the late George Learned,
then sports editor for the Lompoc Record,

and the Santa Barbara News Press correspon-
dent.

Result of an extensive "rehabilitation pro-
ject" under way here for the past few
weeks "Leaping Lenas" of all kinds, sizes
and descriptions are nervously chomping at
the bit while waiting for the starting gun
for the first Model T Cross Country  Derby
scheduled to be run today, rain or shine.
Gasoline powered mavericks have been resur-
rected, dusted off and tuned up, recalling
the days of Lompoc's annual 2th of July ra-
ces,when Al Canfield and Leo Bell and Monte
Huyck were usually local favorites to win,

Starting from the airport (Lompoc Shopping

Center) in pairs at 11 o'clock, the 12 ent.

rants and their mechanics will negotiate 35

miles of country roads which will take them

over the mesa (Jesus Maria Rancho - now

Vandenberg AFB) to the 01d Landing, back

through the Packard Ranch (just north side

of the Santa Ynez River) and across the

river(Salt Water Barrier crossing at Baroda)
to Ocean Avenue, up La Salle Canyon where

the steep Stewart Grade will be encountered.
Through the Honda and back to the ending at

the corner of I and Locust by way of Migue-

lito Canyon. Trophies in duplicate have

been offered for the driver and mechanic

for the winning cars. There will also be

consolation trophies and merchants have con-
tributed additional prizes.

Drivers and mechanics of the 12 cars in
starting order are: Joe Costa and Tilden
Brughelli, Keith Mintonye and Dave Winans,
Ben Plo and Eugene Ferrari, Armand Cazenave
and Walter Manfrina, Harold Spanne and Geo-
rge Canfield, Nels Collar and Allan Collar,
Harvey Walters and Buck Whitfield, Ed Caze-
nave and George Davis, Ken Main
Swanson,
Harry and James Koekebaker, Dick Winans and
Bill Jenks.

and Herb 4
Charles Ferrari and Joe Manfrina, %



Grandstand and racers ready to start at
the Rodeo grounds, 1946.

Model T racing was moved in the late '40's
from Beckwith Lake to the Rodeo grounds
shown above. The race track was on the
mesa east of 7th St. (Now Crestview Ter—
race). Racing continued there until 1950.
After 1950, racing was moved to Buellton.
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