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More than 100 Years -- Moore

(See also Legacy No. 18 and 20)

Lothelle(Moore)Grossini served as the Lompoc
Pioneer Society President for the 1981-1982
term. She is the great-granddaughter of
George Washington Moore who founded Moore's
Department Store over a century ago.

Ownership of the Store has come down through
three generations since G.W. Moore started
"'"G. W. Moore and Dickens, General Merchan-
dise'' in May 1879,with partner Dick Dickens.
George W. Moore was born in 1838 in Ohio.
He married 17 vyear old Brohelia Cochran in
1865. She was also born in Ohio, however,
they had made their separate ways to Butte
Co. California where they were married.Their
three oldest sons were born in Butte County.
Frank Bines Moore was born in 1867, George W
Jr. was born in 1870 and Frederick E. was
born in 1878 shortly before the family moved

Grossini
Grossi- Benamati

to Lompoc. Their fourth son, Harold Andrew,
was born in Lompoc in 1888.

George W. Moore,Sr. was 41 years old when he
settled in Lompoc and began the family mer-
chandising here.

Frank Bines Moore(Lothelle's grandfather)was
eleven or twelve years old when the family
arrived in Lompoc. He attended Lompoc Gram-
mar School, and soon became a best friend of
Don Carlos (Carl) Saunders. Another school
chum was Grant Jackson who went on to study
law.

On March 17, 1883 these three school friends

joined the Lompoc ''drys' in the famous tug-

of-war with the new saloon in town. Carl

Saunders,age 15, wrote in Frank Moore's auto-
graph book in February 1883 a month before

the saloon was pulled from its foundation.

3
e v

Kompeo ol
E% _%&my/—f?f/fﬁ

G s Moo i el ittt sngp
| Qb puckond Ll onaph

=

%wMM’@W

iy

TR




qe

He was being groomed for later partnerships
with his father. It was about this time that
G. W. Moore traded his freight outfit (for
hauling merchandise to and from the Lompoc
Landing) to Sam Dickerson and his brother for
Sam's Grocery store. He still kept interest
in the original West Ocean store, however by
April 1887, he was also in partnership with
Carl Saunder's uncle, John N. Saunders, in
the store near the North East corner of H ¢
Ocean. In 1888, a year later, G. W. Moore
dissolved the partnership with Saunders and
formed the partnership with his oldest son
Frank and Frank Almon'Calhoun (also a Saund-
ers kin) under the firm name, '"G. W. Moore
and co."

The last decade of the 19th century saw the
beginning of another generation of Moores.
Frank had met Anna F, (Annie) Williams, a
school teacher at Miguelito Canyon School.

On October 12, 1892,Frank Moore was best man
at D. C. Saunder's wedding to Mary Long (Leg-
acys 11 and 16). Annie Williams, the brides-
maid, got the piece of cake with the old wed-
ding ring baked into it, which is like catch-
ing the bridal bouquet at a modern wedding.

Frank and Annie beat the newlyweds to Lompoc
from the Buena Vista Ranch down the valley,
and when the Saunders got to their new home
at 400 North H Street, they found every lamp
in the house was 1lit.

Frank Moore and Annie Williams were married
in 1893, He was 20 and she was 25. Her
father was J. 0. Williams, a Goleta pioneer,
She was born in Santa Barbara in 1868, They
had two sons, Howard and Ernest.

Lothelle Moore Grossini's uncle Howard J.
Moore was born in 1894, lothelle's father,
Ernest F. Moore was born in 1896. By the
time the brothers were in their 20's their
father had gone into his own business
on South H Street and later in partnership
with J. P. Gury on West Ocean as "Gury and
Moore'' to become ''Mercantile Union." From
1905 to 1915 the Mercantile Unjon was on the
ground floor of the [0CF building (S.W. corn-
er H & Ocean)}.

Gury sold out in 1911, and the name was chan-
ged to Moore Mercantile Co. Frank Moore
bought the buildings on West Ocean Avenue
and moved to what is now part of Moore's
Department Store.

Howard and Ernest Moore worked for their fa-
ther Frank B. Moore and became partners in
the business when he died in May, 1927.
Howard Moore married Bertha Seaman, an Arte-
sia school teacher, in 1921, Ernest Moore
married Donalda (Huyck) Makkonen, also in

1921. Donalda Huyck was born in 1833,
daughter of Nellie {(Richardson) and Walter
Huyck. She married George Makkonen, but

shortly after they were married, he drowned
in a tragedy off the rocks near Surf.

Donalda Hﬁyck" right W fhnheflcousin,
Marian Richardson (left) and halfi-brother,
Earl Calvert (center).

Donalda was three vyears older than Ernest
Moore, her second husband. He used to tease
her by claiming not to 'remember'' the stage
coach days (before the railroad came to Lom-
poc) when she recalled the by-gone era.

Their three children were born during the
1920's. Lothelle was a year-and-a-half old
when the family store participated with

other stores and generous individuals; sup-
plying blankets for the 555 sailors stranded
on the shores at Pt. Arguello when the seven
destroyers ran aground September 8, 1923.
Moore Mercantile's shelves were stripped of
blankets, comforters and what clothing could
be spared.

The ships had run aground shortly after 9:00
PM. By the time rescue efforts brought the
men ashore and word had finally spread of a
shipwreck, it was 2:00 AM before a fast frei-
ght reached the scene with supplies. The
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Grant Jackson wrote in the same autograph
book on March 18, the day after the incident.
The reference about going ''to Santa Barbara
together"
rested for pulling the saloon into the
street. (A piece of the rope can be seen in
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Save your relics''perhaps can be interpreted
"'preserve your traditions't - or in modern
jargon, ''Keep the Faith!" (If an older-timer
than your Legacy editor can offer a more
accurate translation of its meaning, please
let us know). The boys were acqu1tted by
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Frank was 18 when his mother

pians 2:3 in his autograph book.
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Jean (Moore) Woodard became partners with Joe and Lothelle have two children,Lyla Lee,
their Uncle Howard. Howard Moore spent most born May 26, 1948 and Thomas, born July 22,

of his time and interest in the hardware 1951, Lyla is married to Lawrence Mendez.
section of the store. After Howard's death They have two children, Lori Ann, born March
)in 1976, the partnership extended to Howard's 11, 1978 and Lawrence, Jr., born February 2,

children, James Moore and Mrs. Mary Dan Smith. 1972. Lyla works for the County Probation
' Dept.Thomas Grossini is manager of the hard-

ware department in the store. He married
Cindy Berryman who works in the Bank of
America.

Joe's great grandfather, Tomaso Grossini was
born in Switzerland about 1818. He came to
California during the Gold Rush and worked
in the mines. He made some money and return-
ed to Switzerland. The family was proud of
the slab roof on his house,no doubt paid for
from his California earnings. He never re-
turned to America.

Joe's grandparents, Tomasc Grossini, born
about 1851, and Vittoria (Yori) Grossint,
born about 1862 {both in Switzerland) had 10
Lothelle, Ernest, Donald and Norma Jean children. Their older children came to
American about 1910 to work on dairies. They
came first to South San Francisco and later

There was a time when Donald Moore was being to the Santa Maria-Orcutt area.The Grossinis

groomed to carry the leadership role of the worked for the Barca family diary in that

partnership, however his untimely death chan- area. Tomasco and Vittoria's oldest daughter

ged all that. Although she may more often Virginia Grossini, had married Bartomolomeo
" be found in one of the departments on the Barca in Switzerland in 1901.

ground floor,it is Lothelle (Moore) Grossini
whose office upstairs is that of senior par-
tner. She oversees the business that is now
well into its second century of successfully
serving the people of Lompoc Valley.

Vittoria (Yori)
Grossini

Grossint

Lothelle Moore married Joseph Grossini
July 9, 1946, Joe had served throughout WW
I'l and when he was home on leave in 1945 he
and Lothelle renewed what had been a casual
acquaintanceship from pre-war days. Joe
worked at Johns-Manville for a year after he
got out of the service,and then he took over
the Richfield Service Staticn at Qcean and F.
He operated that station for 16 years and
then operated the Union Station at Ocean and
A for 14 years. He is now retired. He had
_ been married previously Jjust before the war
and he and Lothelle reared Suzanne, a daugh-
ter from his first marriage. Suzanne is mar-
ried to Frank Watkins who works for the Lum-
; ber Industry in Oregon. They have two chil-
' dren, Rene and Kim.

Tomaso
Grossini
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caboose contained great heaps of blanket,com-
forters, overalls, trousers, coats and swea-
ters hastily gathered and sent by residents
of Lompoc. Most of the blankets and comfor-
ters had been contributed by Moore Mercan-
tile Company. The neediest men, who had left
the stricken ships with little more than
their underwear, were taken care of and in
some cases wrapped their feet in strips of
blankets.

Donald Moore was born that year, 1923. Norma
Jean was born in 1926. Their grandfather
Frank Moore,died in 1927, at a time when the
store was being moved to its present lo-
cation and was expanding under the name
'Moores Department Store." Howard and Ernest
were running the business in active partner-
ship with their mother, Anna Moore.

The three Moore children grew up during dep-
ression days of the late 1920's and 1930's.
Some families looked forward to a trip to

the mountains or the sea shore. The Moores
did enjoy trips to the mother lode country,
Yosemite and camping trips to Gaviota and
Surf, however, what the Moore children look-
ed forward to most were the buying trips to
Los Angeles. For them it became a holiday
outing. Today's buying is done in sales of-
fices with modeling, catalogs and the like.
But when Ernest and Donalda took Lothelle,
Donald and Norma Jean to Los Angeles to re-
supply the store, the buying was done in
warehouses. "Raw'' purchases were made from
rows and rows of clothing racks.

After Ernest Moore had selected and pur-
chased supplies for the racks and shelves of

Moore's Department Store, the remaining time

in Los Angeles was spent as a family holiday.
There were occasions when buying trips were

arranged to coincide with seasonal holidays.

Oon at least one occasion the Moores were in

a hotel on 7th and Broadway during a New

Years celebration, and warm memories linger

on noisy merry-makers and streamers and con-

fetti.

Ernest and Donalda Moore built their home in
the 300 block of South H Street. 1t was an
occasional gathering place for friends to
drop in for card games and the like. The
Moores were owners of a radio in the early
1930's and until radios became more common,
folks were invited over to listen to the one
in their home.

days in Lompoc when homes and
could be left unlocked and no

Those were
even stores

one would take anything. Farm implements
were displayed on the street, and were nevef
brought inside. No credit information was
ever required. One family, during difficult
times during the depression, suggested they
could cash insurance policies to pay a debt.
The Moores said, "Don't cash the policies

we'll carry you.'' A person's word was good

Christmas 1943

Anna Moore, Lothelle, Donalda, Ernest an
Norma Jean.

Lothelle {Moore) Grossini's father and Unc
(Ernest and Howard Moore) continued to r
the business with their mother, Anna Moor
through the depression and World War 1
Lothelle Moore was in Los Angeles in bu
iness college at the outset of the war. S
had a job in an Army Recruiting Center
downtown Los Angeles. The Army build-up
Camp Cooke had such an impact on Moore's D
partment Store that Lothelle was encourac
to return to Llompoc to help in the fa
ily business.

She began working in the Army Supply Sect
She remembers the in-store seamstress ,Ame
Chaves, was busy from morning 'til even
sewing braids on Army caps. What was to
temporary became permanent (with time
when her children were born) when Lothe
began working on her father's behalf when
suffered a stroke in 1948. She became m
ger of the Children's Department and ad
Ladies Sportswear and Dresses.

As her grandmother, Anna Moore relinquis
active interest in the store, Lothelle fc
her own involvement increasing. Her fatt
Ernest Moore, even in ill health, contir
as partner with his brother Howard. f
(Williams) Moore died in 1952. Ernest M
died in 1960. Lothelle and her sister,N



Robert Sudden, owner of the Sudden Espada
Rancho on the coast. Sudden set him up in
ranching again with cows from the Espada.

A young Swiss,Henry Grossi,arrived in Lompoc
in 1894 and worked on Frank Benamati's dairy.
Henry Grossi was born in Monte Carasso, Swi-
tzerland in 1873,so he was just over 20 when
he decided to come to America. He married
Elizabeth Benamati the next year, 1895, when
she was all of 15 years old. They dairied
and farmed 14 years on the Sudden Ranch in
Honda Canyon and then 22 vyears on Burton
Mesa north of the Santa Ynez River (now
Vandenberg Air Force Base property). They
reared seven children. Their oldest child,
Virginia Grossi, was working over on the
Swiss dairies in Orcutt, and there she met
Joseph Grossini. They moved to Honda Canyon.

g o g
Virginia {(Grossi) Vincent
Grossini Grossini

Grossini Memories

Four Grossini boys recently got together to
talk about childhood days. They were Joe and
Johnny, sons of Joseph and Virginia (Grossi)

Grossini, and their brothers Eddie and
Richard, sons of Vincent and Virginia. They
had a tape recorder running, and Lothelle

was there to keep the conversation going
with an occasional question and ample refre-
shments.

They remembered the things that bring a
chuckle in retrospect but were not so funny
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at the time. There were the kids smoking

cigars in the old bunk house, and the time

they set the barn on fire. Then Mr. Hall

caught them in his barn where they'd gone to

get out of the rain--thought they were steal-
ing his spurs,

There was the time an old buckboard loaded
with wood broke down the bridge on the Hall
Ranch. That led to memories of the New Model-
T Ford in the creek. Their mother bought a
1923 Model-T from Bill Gunderson. He showed
her how to drive it in town. She did fine
until she pushed the wrong pedals down near
one of the Honda crossings and she backed
the Ford down into the creek. They had to
walk home. The car had to be pulled out and
towed home with a team of horses.

She did master the car because by 1931 Virg-

inia Grossini brought her boys Joe, John,

Eddie, Richard, and some of the Signorelli

children over the Honda hills to Miguelito

School. The county paid her to furnish trans-
portation using her Model-T Ford.

the horse and buggy days, Mrs.
Grossini started to town with 7 or 8 boxes
of eggs. The front wheel broke off and the
eggs fell out and rolled down the hill. The
boys remember their mother scurrying after
them to salvage the ones that did not break.
Another time,their mother let the horse thru
a gate and before she could close the gate
and get back on the buggy,the horse took off.
Joe remembers her high button shoes as she
ran to catch up.

Back in

One time when the boys had ridden a horse to
school, they lingered to play marbles. The
horse got tired of waiting and went home
without them so they had to walk home.

Joe remembered clinging under the seat of
the old two-wheel sulky to keep out of the
rain. One time the horse took off on the

horseback riding shortcut and the horse
buggy rolled into the canyon.

and

The older boys remembered the eclipse of
1923 and wondered where all the people came
from. They saw the wrecked destroyers. They

‘went to see the train wreck at the tunnel on

the Sudden Ranch.

Those were good rabbit and quail hunting
days when a box of 22 shots sold for 16¢.

The train threw bread off as it passed by

near where they lived; also the Sunday paper
was delivered by train.

to-
ire




Civossi - Benamati

fol
tei
of Virginia (Grossi) Grossini (whose oldest son,
te: Joseph, married Lothelle Moore] was born in q
ti Lompoc May 22, 1896.  Her mother, Elizabeth
th: Benamati, was born in Milan, ltaly, July b4,
th 1880. She arrived in Lompoc in 1892 as an
501 11 or 12 year old girl. Elizabeth's father,
bl Frank Benamti had arrived in Lompoc earlier
in 1892 after having worked 8 years cutting
Do trees and splitting wood in Connecticut. fe
Je finally earned enough money (at 25 to 35
Fr cents a cord of wood) to move to Lompoc and
st send for his wife and two children waiting
ca in Milan, ltaly. Frank settled on the old
' 2 R o — TS Frick ranch in Miguelito Canyon and took up
we Vincent Grossini (left) visiting his parents farming with his brother-in-law with whom he
¢h and brother in Switzerland. had come to America. Frank's wife, Anna
- . . (Marfisole) Benamti with her two children,
Tk The next two children of Tomaso and Vittoria E1izabeth and Ben, sailed to New York. Ben
re Were Joseph and Vincente Grossini. Both

was big for his age,and they were held up at

ge wera botn N Su:tz?r1and, jgifp" 6 Nov 1891 the railroad station in New York because his
£t and ATt Las; 12 panas iy 1824, Joseph met child's half-fare was questioned. Somehow
&' Virginia Grossi N Nrcutt whare they Were

|

the problem was resolved and they arrived in

o both working. They were warried tn 1916 (in Lompoc where the family was e | ted.

g San Luis Obispo). He diead 17 Octoue 1921,
not yet 30 years of ace, leaving Virginia
L with two young 50NS: Joseph and John. Vir-
ginia married Joseph's hrother Yincente
£ November 8, 1922, They ha¢ nine children.

Frank Benamti lost all his cows with "Texas
fever'' one year, but was befriended by Capt.

o <w Ow 40 r
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Joseph Grossini (1891-1972
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Father of Joseph and Johin Grossind Henry Grossi Tilizabeth (Benamati) Grossi



The Grossinis made wine on their ranch for
their '"own use.'" The grapes came from Temple-
ton or Gilroy.They talked of stomping grapes
--the big tank in the barn--the mash thrown
in the creek--chickens and hogs got drunk.

They talked of earthquakes, broken arms,more
children in the family, hoed plenty of wheat,
bailed lots of hay,good times and bad. There
was a bean harvest barbecue at Halls every
year out at Honda. All the Honda families
came. There was homemade ice cream, BBQ and
all the fixin's (cooked a lamb one year),am-
ple wine, accordion music.

The night before Christmas, wine and cake
were left for Santa. Since Santa came and
took it in the night there was no doubt--
until Joe opened the door and found Lino Sco-
lari putting on the Santa suit... Howard and Ernest Moore

with Ernest Moore's 1918 touring car

They remembered the school teachers. Mrs.
Duarte was mean but good. One of the 'boys' ] )
recalled she gave him a whipping. There were LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by the
also memories of those poor report cards LOMPOC VALLEY HIS'I_‘ORIQAL SOCIETY, Inc.,
that had to be signed and returned... P.0O. Box 398, Lompoc, California 93438.

Single Copies . ...t e $1.00

The tape had Tlots of other memories,
some blurred by years, some by everyone talk-
ing at once! Perhaps the gist has been cap-
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