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SWEENEY

Qur historical records showed that John H.
'"Mike'' Sweeney came to Lompoc in 1882. We
now think he was here by 1879, which would
make the Sweeney family 103 years in Lom-
poc. Mike arrived in America from his
native County Donegal, Ireland,in 1877, at
about age 26. In Santa Barbara in April
of 1880 he married a Lompoc girl, Isabella
Rogers, daughter of Sylvia Daniels Rogers
Allen, who, in 1875, settled in Lompoc, a
widow with five daughters and one son. See
Legacy No. 6, page 5, for her story.

John "Mike' Sweeney and children, Lena,
Sylvia and Hugh. Mrs. Sweeney evidently
didn't like her picture, as top of photo
was cut off.

Photo loaned by Beverly Kadlec

Isabelle Rogers Sweeney
Photo loaned by Mrs. Kadlec

Mike Sweeney's parents were James and Mary

Sweeney, born and died in lreland, who
raised 7 children, some of whom came to
the United States and some went to New
Zealand.



Hugh Sweeney
Photo loaned by
Mrs. Kadlec

Hugh Sweeney, who is remembered as a kind
and likeable gentleman, married second to
Ethyl Ladley, and had three more children:
Hugh, Jr., who was a fatal victim of star-
vation in a Japanese prison camp during
World War 1I; Patricia (Mrs.David Swedlow)
and Beverly (Mrs. Walter Kadiec), both of
whom live in the Los Angeles area. Evelyn

Hunter and Mr. and Mrs. Kadlec have furn-

ished photos and story material for this
Legacy, and have given the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society photographs and memora-
bilia of the Sweeney family.

Vernon Sweeney married Rae Rady; Lena was
the wife of Charles Marsh. Sylvia E.'"Vie"
Sweeney married first to Frank 1. Callis
and then to George B. Jordan. It is the
descendants of Sylvia and Frank Callis
who are in Lompoc today.

Callis

Frank 1. Callis came from an old Carpinte-
ria family that moved to Lompoc in 1890.
The following 1is a story Martha Callis,
Frank's mother, related many years ago.
She was Martha Benn, daughter of William
and Anne Benn, natives of England.

"The Benn family started on the California
trail from Missouri, when Martha was three
months old in 1849. They traveled in their
prairie schooner until they came to Salt
Lake City, Utah,and there they tarried for
seven years. They continued westward in
1855 when Martha was age 7, and this jour-
ney lasted until they came in sight of the
Pacific Ocean.

Marauding Indians plagued the Oregon and
California bound travelers, learning that

they could trade mules and other 1live-
stock. Killing the owner to get them both-
ered them not at all. Some cattle they
killed for food. The prairie wagons that
traveled alone or in very small groups
were in more danger from the Indians than
the larger groups.

Martha told of the constant gquard that her
father kept to save their meager belong-
ings. Her little brother kept a vigil in
the wagon as the oxen hauled the lumbering
schooner over the trail. When thieving
fingers appeared over the tailboard, pry-
ing for blankets or anything they could
steal, down would come the boy's hands,and
the sharp hatchet they held neatly severed
the prying fingers from the Indian."

Five years after leaving Salt Lake City
the Benn family arrived in Santa Barbara
County, having stopped at several other
places along the way. The year was 1860
and Martha was age 12, In Carpinteria the
Benns met another pioneer family, the
Callises.

In time romance entered Martha's 1ife and
on December 24, 1866, she married Thomas
C. Callis, the ceremony held in the Santa

Barbara Courthouse. The wedding was the
first Christmas tree celebration ever held
in Santa Barbara County, a fact which
Martha always remembered with pride. They
lived on a farm between Carpinteria and
Montecito for 24 years. |In the 1880 Carp-
interia census William and Anne Benn were
living with Thomas and Martha Callis.

In 1890 they came to Lompoc and settled on
a farm west of town with their 12 children
all of whom had been born in Carpinteria.
All but one married in Lompoc - Minnie was
20 when the family came here and she marr-
ied and stayed in Carpinteria.

After the death of Thomas in 1897 Martha,
and those of her children who hadn't al-
ready married,moved into Lompoc about 1907
where she resided until her death in 1929,
Always busy, never ill, Martha had one
hobby she practiced over the years, making
quilts. About 400 were made by her nimble
fingers. From 1907 on, every Presbyterian
minister who occupied the church manse re-
ceived one of Martha's handmade quilts and
the results of her pastime were scattered
all over the country.
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John ""Mike'' Sweeney was a farmer,cattleman
and dairyman in Lompoc, establishing his
large dairy on what is now Sweeney Road,
named for him. The family once owned most
of the land from the river over to the
Lompoc-Buellton road (246) later selling
it off in parcels. Bodger Seeds, Ltd.,now
owns the piece that housed the original
home, barns and dairy. They bought it from
the estate of the three Lewis Brothers,
George, Ralph and Ray,who had bought it in
1929, just as the stock market crashed and
the Depression hit!

Fred and Tom Hayes, in 1938,
acres from Sweeney, then later split it,
each taking 400 acres. Mrs. Fred Hayes
lives on the front part of the ranch where
Mike's son, Hugh Sweeney, built his home
in 1914, Fred and Mary moved into that
place when they married in 1938.

bought 800

A sidelight here is that the Hayes famil-
lies and the in-laws, all come from Irish

stock. Mrs. Fred Hayes' maternal grand-
parents, Thomas and Mary Donahue, are a
100 year family in Santa Ynez this year
(1982). From Gilroy they traveled by boat
to Gaviota in 1882 to live at the Santa
Ynez Mission where he was smithy to the
Mission's 40 horses. They lived right in
the Mission from 1882 to 1898. Grandma

Donahue used to drive the horses and wagon
to Lompoc to shop {before Solvang) and
would get as far as Minnie McDonald's ran-
ch, stop and get cleaned up before proceed-
ing over Robinson Bridge into Lompoc. Then
she'd stop on the way back for tea and
more visiting. Minnie also visited her
when she went over that way to call on her
folks, the Sides family. Mary Hayes' pat-
ernal grandparents were Frank and Molly

Dairy of Mike Sweeney, 1890 era.
Owned by Bodger Seeds, Ltd., today.

Mahony, who settled on the Mitchell ranch
and Mahony Crossing is named for them.
Frank built the first paved road through
Gaviota Pass.

Mike Sweeney, at his death in 1915, was a
prosperous man who had never learned to
read or write. |Isabella, born in 1863 in
Inyo County, CA., died in 1944. Their chil.
dren were Edward, who died at age 11, Hugh
Vernon, Lena and Sylvia.

Hugh, born 100 years ago in Lompoc in 1882
married first to Adelaide Thomas, daughter
of George and Mary Thomas and grand-
daughter of Bradley and Leah Ellen (Clark)
Thomas who all arrived in Lompoc in 1888.
Mrs. Quintin McAdam was another child of
the Bradley Thomases. Adelaide,whose birth
was in Clay Center, Kansas, in 1887, marr-
ied Hugh Sweeney in 1906 in Lompoc  and
died shortly after their daughter Evelyn's
birth in 1908. Evelyn,raised by her grand-
mother, l!sabella Sweeney, married first
Frederick Dodge and then Garvin Hunter,and
today makes her home in Santa Barbara.

Hugh Sweeney in his racing auto that
participated in the Los Angeles to
Phoenix race in 1921,
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Recently acquired from the E. F. Stillman family is this 1907 era photo of George Roberts'
new brick building, finished in 1904, housing three stores and the post office on East Ocean

and five stores around the corner on South H Street.
Negus & Moore had Gents Furnishings and General Merchandise next door,

and buggy in front.

and both of those stores Frank Callis later rented for his merchandise store.

R, J. Lamar's store is shown with sign

For many

years, Dr. Phil Bryson had his chiropractic office in one of the South H Street offices.
The post office was on the corner for several years - before the building was built, the
corner housed Green's Drug Store, famous in the temperance years of Lompoc - see Legacy

No. 22, page 4 for photo.
which was later moved to Miguelito Park.
Store occupied the corner.

becoming Smith & Kirkpatrick Central Meat Market.

was mnext door to the south.

George Robert's new (in 1904) brick build-
ing on the southeast corner of Ocean and H
Streets, then called ""The Post Office
Block,' since the post office occupied the
corner store (Later Brown's Drug Store in
that spet). The accompanying photo recen-
tly given to the Historical Society by the
E. F. Stillman family shows the building
in about 1907 when it was just 3 years old.
It housed 3 stores and the post office on
Ocean Avenue and 5 stores around the cor-
ner on South H.

Frank's store was where the white sign is
and the horse and buggy tied to the hitch-
ing post. In 1908 he paid Roberts $40.00
rent per month. The Graham Drug Co., suc-
cessor to Dr. Zene Saunders,was on the ex-
treme east. On the other side of Frank,
Moore & Negus were in the general merchan-
dise business until 1913 when Frank bought
that store also, enlarging his store by a
connecting door. His sister Pearl Callis
worted in his store from about 1909 to
1914,

In 1921 Frank was a Lompoc Board of Trus-
tees member and for 35 years he was an
insurance agent. He was a gourmet cook,
especially clams and abalones. And he was
was expert at gardening. He and his second
wife, Mia Spanne Ruffner, had a yard full
of flowers during their years at 521 West
Walnut. He had a bright outlook on life

The very corner spot was also occupied by a Victorian bandstand
In the 1930's through the 1950's, Brown's Drug
Across the alley was first James Sloan's Meat Market, later

Dinwiddie Hall, later Foresters' Hall,

in general, spiced by a terrific sense of

humor.

Frank and "Vie'" divorced in about 1926 and
in 1947 he married Mia Ruffner, widow of
Ben Ruffner. His death occured in 1965.
Mia remained active until a few years ago
and she is now in a rest home.

Vie Callis married second to George Jordan
and Monterey was her home until her last
years which she spent with her daughter
and son-in-law, ITa and Phil Bryson, in
Lompoc, where she died in 1950,

On the Callis side: Martha €Callis' husband
Thomas Canada Callis was the child of
Henry B. and Lucinda Jane(Robinson)Callis:
the latter was a widow when she arrived in
Carpinteria with four children, William,
Robert, Thomas and Martha Jane.

Martha Jane Callis married John Marion Ni-
dever, of the Tlarge Carpinteria Nidever
family,of which one member was the rescuer
of the''lost woman of San Nicholas Island"',
one was the skipper of the 'Santa Cruz'", a
schooner that plied up and down the coast-
line and was a regular caller at the old
Lompoc Landing and the Meherin and Sudden
wharves. Another Nidever died when he fell
from the Santa Cruz while hoisting a sig-
nal lantern on the mast.



Martha Callis, Mollie Downs, Pearl
Callis held by Thomas C. Callis,
Ralph Merton Callis, Robert Callis,
George Callis, Framk I. Callis,
Walter Callis, Charles Callis at
their Douglas Avenue home.

The Callis children who remained in Lom-
poc: William Henry Callis married Eljza-
beth Irwin; John D. married Annie Douglas
who died in 1925 and he then married
Claire Hatlestad Cook; Jesse A. married
Letha Barker and Margaret Coyle; Charles
M. married May E. Douglass; Walter E. mar-
ried Mabel Walley; Frank lrwin Callis mar-
ried first Sylvia Sweeney and then Mia
Spanne Ruffner; Nancy married Judge Henry
N. Evans; Robert's wife was Carrie Ann
Davee; George was unmarried; Ralph Merton
Callis married Ethel Dodge and Alice Helm;
and Ava Pearl Callis married Austin Hower-
ton in 1921 in Santa Barbara.

Sylvia "Vie" Sweeney (Callis)

Austin was a cement contractor by trade.
He became a Baptist minister in 1324, but
never served as a full time pastor of a
church. However he performed many Lompoc
marriages in his ministerial capacity.
Their daughter Marian married Lewis Arnold
Bottroff and they are in Lompoc today. For
more on Austin's father, James Benjamin
Howerton, see Legacys 30 and 31, dealing
with the Beard,Jacobson and Ingamells fam-
ilies.

FRANK CALLIS

Frank lrwin Callis,born in 1881 in Carpin-
teria, married Mike and lsabelle Sweeney's Frank Callis' store at H and Ocean in the
daughter SyTvia in ]90}“ and in ]907 their §tillrf\an Building atfout 1913—:!.4. Stillman
only child I1a was borh inherited the building from his uncle, George

* Roberts, then years later sold to Mrs. Arthur
Rudolph. 1In front are Frank, Ila and Sylvia
January 1, 1908, Frank bought out Riley J. "via" Callis, and George Sanor, Man in car is
Lamar, whose dry goods store was housed in unknown.



Mr., and Mrs. Charles Schroeder, Sr.

The store of Charles and Mary (Oraug) Sch-
roeder was located in the 100 block of
West Ocean Avenue,and hereby hangs a tale:
In Ronald Adam's Ramblings

in 1949 he

wrote: “"The Short Block down the street
is undergoing a ''face lifting'' operation
at the hands of +the new owner, C.S.
Schroeder. When finished this building
will have a modern stucco front and the
interior will be rearranged to serve Mr,
Schroeder's store. This was originally
built for hotel purposes, conducted as the
Saunders Hotel and then the Commercial
Hotel." See lLegacy No. 10, pages 5 and 6
for story on Saunders and picture of the
Hotel. ""In the street floor spaces were
Short's saloon and Short's Toggery.' {Com-
ing soon 1is a Legacy devoted to the
Charles Short Family).

"The daily stages operated by the Wines
interests featured the Commercial Hotel as
Headquarters for their patrons. Lompoc was
then served with two stages daily,one run-
ning to Santa Barbara and one to connect

Lompoc Rotary Club in 1927, at a Ladies Night function, in the 0dd Fellows Hall.

as children are, front row:

Dressed

E. A. Vaughn, Perry Benson, Harvey and Mrs. Rudolph, Frank

Belcher, Carl Saunders, Ronald Adam, Phil Bryson, unknown, Harry Buckman, Henry Paulman,

Marvele and Ray Swartz, Clarence Ruth, Arnold Melby.

Second row: Mrs. Vaughn, Hazel

McCabe, Margaret Buckman, Mrs. Charles Rudolph, Mrs. Roy Batkin, Margaret Gunderson,
Margaret Heiges, C. Kelley Hardembrook, Ila Bryson, Mrs. Ziesche, unknown, Jennie Melby,

Linda Adam and Edna Hardenbrook.

Top row, staggered:

first five persons unknown, Mary

Saunders, Lucy Main, Lucy Benson, Mrs. Paulman, unknown, Gil Gunderson, unknown, Roy Batkin,
unknown, Louis Huseman, Sr., four men unknown, Jennie Ruth, unknown couple, Carl McCabe

and Alex Main.

Up in the choir loft is the orchestra, unidentified.



Bryson

I1a Bruce Callis and Phillips James Bryson
married in 1926, right after her Lompoc
High School graduation. A Doctor of Chiro-
practice, Phil Bryson is the son of James
and Georgianna (Bador) Bryson,and was born
in Lynn, Mass., in 1898. The family moved
to Colorado in 1909 where Mr. Bryson con-
tinued in his shoe business. Phil finished
public schools in Colorado and worked
in the mines at Cripple Creek. At the
start of World War 1 he entered the Avia-

tion Corps,training in Texas, later trans-
Corps

ferring into the Medical at San

Antonio.

Ila and Phil Brysom, 1926 era

Resuming civilian life in 1919,Phil Bryson
taught dancing for 3 years in Colorado be-
fore leaving for California and the Los
Angeles College of Chiropractic in 1922,
After his July, 1924, graduation he immed-
iately located at Lompoc, establishing his
first office in the Pacific Scuthwest Bank

1la in her high school middy uniform and
Phil Bryson, 1926,

Building, the old Security First National
Bank building on the northeast corner of H
and Ocean,occupying one of the upper floor
rooms. That building is pictured on page 8
Legacy No. 15. He then moved across the
street to one of the office spaces on the
South H Street side of the Roberts' build-
ing--it was now the $tillman building.Here
he stayed until 1961 when he moved his of-
fice to his home, 113 North G Street, when
I1a became ill. He retired in 1978 and
they both became residents of the Lompoc
Convalescent Care Center, where in 1979

he was voted "King" for that year. After
53 years of marriage this very devoted
couple were parted when lla died in 1979.

Doc Bryson has a personality
his father-in-law Frank Callis,

affairs wuntil his retirement, and in his
early married years was a leader in the
American Legion Post when that group took

on just about every job to be done in the

community service. He is a past president,
of the Lompoc Rotary Club - 7932.

Theijr three children: Phyllis, Joanne and

James. Joanne died in 1960 at age 30, the
wife of John Carpinter and mother of three
boys. James Phillip "Jim'' Bryson first

married Jeanette Loustalot,daughter of Jean
and Cesarina (Pensa) Loustalot,and they are
the parents of two children.His second wife
is Sara Blakely and their home is Danville
CA. Phyllis has remained in Lompoc. She
married in 1950 to Charles Solomon Schroe-
der,Jr., and their two children are Charles
David, married to Wendy Jeanene Dodson, and

Susan Schroeder, wife of Alan De Mars.
Susan De Mars helped in this Legacy Re-
search.

Schroeder

Charles '""Chuck" Schroeder's family came to
the United States in 1910 from Sweden, re-
siding first in Havre, Mont., where his
father Charles, Sr., worked in the silver
mines. Deciding that that hard, dirty
work wasn't for him, he got a job in town,
working for Mr. Fonkalsrud, a Norwegian in
his general store. He must have thought a
lot of his employer,because when he start-
ed his own variety store in Lompoc he call-
ed it "Fonk's 5-10-15¢ Store."

a little like
only more
so! Always a cut-up, the life of the party
and a great kidder, he is also an extremely
kind man. He was always active in community

y




with the Pacific Coast railway at lLos
Alamos. Art Rudolph was the ''kid" propri-
etor of Lompoc's high-toned hotel in those in fisticuffs,with a badly worn set of box-

days. But the stages stopped at the Comm- ing gloves, somewhat softening the biows. A
ercial and Rudolph's patrons either had to disfigured right thumb is a souvenior

hike around to his hotel or give the dri- we (Ronald) have carried for 50 years be-

ver a tip. When the S.P. Railroad built cause one glove had shed its padding."
the line to Lompoc in 1899, Rudolph, and

Leach,  the proprietor of the Commercial, There were six children in the Schroeder
were on an equal footing in gathering the  famjly - Clifford, Raymond, Virginia,Chuck,
drummers and other travelers. Each instal- Edith and Herbert. When Charles Schroeder,
led a free passenger bus and when the Sr.,retired he turned the business over to

served as an athletic club where young
blades of 1899 gathered evenings to engage

train rolled in three times each day their his sons and they changed the name to
runners were on hand shouting "Free bus to Schroeder Bros. Then Charles Sr., set each
the Hotel Arthur'' and ''Free bus to the

of his sons up in business with a store of
Commercial.'" The local livery stables ran his own, with Chuck keeping the Lompoc
busses for the hotels,William Talbott hand- store and the others moving to the
ling the Commercial bus and Jim Firebaugh Southland area. After Thrifty Drug Store
the Arthur carry-all, came into Lompoc the competition was too

great and Chuck closed the business, and
The Lompoc Special was very seldom on time  went into real estate, and now has his of-

and the bus drivers usually waited until fice in his family's old home on the north
they heard the toot of the train whistle east corner of Maple and H Street. After
before they started for the depot. They 35 years in Lompoc, Charles, Sr., died in
would rush over to the hotel to pick up 1953. Mary Oraug Schroeder, who was a nat-

the runner and then drive at full speed ive of Norway, died in 1964,
for the station(between G and F on Laurel).
Sometimes one of the bus drivers failed to LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by the

hear the toot and the bus runner would hot- LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Inc.,

foot it down to the livery stable to get P.0. Box 398, Lompoc, California 93438.
them going. When a bus missed connections
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the other hotel got all the business on ' .
that run and there was much wailing and SL}bSCI"lptl()Sn r'ates.
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