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THE STRUGGLE MADE IT WORTHWHILE SPRING, 1982

The Class of 1932 and Lompoc Happenings Fifty Years Ago

Compiled by Myra Manfrina

EDITOR’S NOTE:

The students in the class of 1932
were born during the World War I
yvears just before America entered
the conflict. The world seemed to
offer them a bright future when
they reached Junior High School in
the mid-1920's. However, by the
time they graduated from High
School, the country was in the
depths of the great depression.

This Legacy captures the ebb and
flow of 1life in Lompoc as it was
when the class of '32 graduated

and faced a discouraging future.
The way Myra Manfrina tells it,

perhaps it wasn't so bad...any-

way, the struggle made life all

the more worthwhile...

1926 - Celite engineers prepared speci-
fications for the new Junior Hi build-
ing to be added to the High School Cam—
The old quarters proved to now be

inadequate to take care of the increased
student population.

The school board accepted the plans for
a one story stucco building with four
classrooms, two on either side of a
large hallway and two restrooms. Arthur
W. Schuler was awarded the building con-
tract at a fee of $7,091. Schuler had
done much concrete and cement work in
Lompoc. He finished the building in
time for the fall classes in 1926, con-
sisting of 7A and 7B, and 8A and 8B.
There were 121 pupils attending the 1926-
1927 year in the new building.

The students formed a Student Body Asso-—
ciation which met once a month in assem—
bly. Officers that year were:

President, Fall: Edward Kalin
Spring: Ross Ruth
Vice President, Fall: Mildred Canfield
Spring: Denning McArthur
Secretary, Fall: Anna Alcott
Spring: Marjorie Fischer
Treasurer, Fall: Jeanette Fairbahks
Spring: Lois Jennings
Yell Leader, Fall: James Higgins
Spring: Carter Fry

They alsc had a small orchestra and glee
club and a 4-H Club. Boys' leaders were




put in, roller skating was enjoyed by
Clint Stillman, Ed "Chiefie" Everett,

& Stan McCabe. Graduation ceremonies
for the Class of 1932 marked a new site
for that event. Ceremonies in former
years were held first from the 0l1d Opera
House, then the new 1919 gymnasium, and
in 1932 the new auditorium. The Class
of 1958 was the last to hold ceremonies
from there, with 1959 holding their
graduation at the new high school gym-—
nasium that was dedicated the 28th of
February, 1959. The last class to
graduate on the original Lompoc High
School Campus was 1961. From then on
tl-.ley h'.ave b€en held o t.:he Huyek St?_ One of the last classes to graduate from the
dium flelc} at the new High School site. High School Auditorium - 1957-58. The next
The old high school auditorium became

yvear, 1959, the class held graduation in the
Lompoc Civic Auditorium July, 1971. new gymnasium.
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Mr. Smythe, Harvey Rudolph and Cecil
Evans. Girls' leader was Mrs. J. M.
(Hattie) Smith. They also had their own
athletic groups. The seventh graders
that vear of 1926-27 were to be the grad-
uating class of 1932 - and that class
is being honored this year (1982) on
their 50th Anniversary.

LOMPOC MIGH S8CAMNL AUDITORIUM

OBVILLE. L CLARK
ARCHITELT
. 9D ANBLILA  CALLE

QUR NEW AUDITORIUM

On December 12, 1931 the Masonic Lodge
laid the cornerstone for the beginning
construction of the Lompoc High School
Auditorium. There was a parade and

speeches. The auditorium was completed
in time for the Senior Class Play on

March 18, 1932. Before the seats were
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1931-1932
Lompoc Union High School Football Team
Chet Shirk, coach

Top Row: Coach Shirk; Skip Schuyler; Lloyd
Canfield; Dave Morgan; Ed Beattie; Lawrence
Canfield; Don Schuyler; Lawrence Huyck; Matt
Howerton; Ken Main; Walt Spanne; George Hig-
gins; Bob Collier; unknown; Hugh Schuler;
Richard Winans.

Middle Row: John Hennessy; Ray Kalin; Bill
Case; Roy Canfield; Eldon Gilkeson; Harry
Day; John Manfrina; Al Guerra; Walt Manfring;
Tom Hayes; Lincoln Reed.

Bottom Row: Maurice Cline; George Morehart;
Leroy Begg; Carroill Glidden; Elvezio Manfrina;
Lawrence Main; Jack Burton; Bill Sudden; Jge
Alverado.

Phote loaned by Helen Huyck Sousa

The two story science and Junior High
building being constructed in 1927,
Contractors were Bert Owsley and J.W. Cobby

of San Jose; Arthur Hatfield was the foreman.

They did an excellent job, intending it to
last a lifetime . The wrecking ball crew

to kneck the walls down. Thig building was
the first J¢. High building. The Gymnasium
built in 1919 ig ip the background. The
Photograph was taken by Mrs. E.F. Stillman.

Lompoc¢ High School at L and Cypress, 1933,
Note the unpaved streets, Taken from E. F.
Stillman's yard,
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waves back into Ocean Park which was under
7 feet of water.

The Rotary and Kiwanis clubs exchanged
meeting days in 1932. Rotary met Tuesday
night and Kiwanis met Wednesday night af-
ter the switch.

The Lompoc Record thought the depres-
sion was beginning to lift a trifle...

The Lompoc Farm Bureau held a Picnic
at Nojoqui Falls in 1932.

1932 gathering of Foresters of America
and Companions of the Forest taken in
the Forester's Hall.

Front row, seated, all the way around, from left to right:

Ben Grossi, Jack Lundberg, Toby Negus, June and Ethel Burton, Mrs, Harry (Rose) Shanklin, Jim
and Lil Alexander, 3 unknowns, Mrs. Cedric (Eva) Huyck and daughter Verta, Mrs. Edgar (Lillie)
Huyck, Mrs. Alden (Alwma) Lewis, Minuie and James Bascom Barker, unknown officials for the
lodge, Mrs. Enos (Mary) Mello in hat, 2 unknown, Mrs. Andy (0ra) Rowan, Mrs. Ceorge (Beulah)
Mello, Mary Dimock, Susan Van Clief, Leslie Smith and sons, Don and Ken, 3 unknowns, Mrs. Ben

(Rose) Hoover, unknown. .
econd row, seated, all the way around, left to right:

David Hora, Percy Beattie, John Kennedy, and son Charles Kennedy, Bill (with glasses) and Anna
Alexander, Marvin Winn, Dick Young, Fred Gillett, Harvey and Edith Hilburn, 2 unknown, Mrs.
Kenneth (Eunice) Rule, Dr. L.E. Heiges, Sr., unknown, Mrs. Laurence (Margaret) Heiges, Andy and
Alice Huyck, Linnie Collier, Dorothy Daly, & unknown, Guy (with glasses) and Jane Bates, Mrs.
Clarence (Minnie) Henning, Alberta Larsen, unknown.

ird row, staggared, standing, left around to right:

Mrs. Dave (Emily) Horm, Mrs. Ray {Gertie) Stater, Mrs. Malcolm (Bess) Williams, Marie McCollum,
Mrs. Jim (Blanche) Martin, Mrs. Toby (Marie) Negus, Mrs. Percy (Lurene) Beattie, Virginia
Collier, Ethel Horn, Mrs. L.E. (Harriett} Morehart, 2 unknown, Mrs. Fred (Iva} Elexson, Mrs.
Bert (Esther) Hollister, Alden Smith, Everett Horn, Mrs. John (Irene) Kennedy, and daughter
Helen, Bill Perozzi, Walt Manfrina, Ernest Smale, unknown, Lloyd Huyck, Andy Rowan, 2 unknowns,
Erminio Manfrina, George Perozzi, & unknown, Russell Wright, Ted Lundberg, Renry Alter, Edgar
Huyck, 2 unknown, Cedric Huyck, Hugh Schuler, Minnie and Bill Zvolanek, Ted Holden, Arkley
Westrope, Howard Winn, Laurence Huyck, Cecil Jenmnings, Dick Canfield, Freddie Gillett, Al
Henning, Ursula and Jack Alexander, Luella and Irene (Mrs. Sam) Ray, Dale Hounshell, Mabel Lair,
Edna Lair, Clarence Henning and Alberta Hollister.

. left to right:
farry Round, Reginald Tognetti, unknown, Ed Horn, Milton Larsen, unknown, David Morgan, Fred

ianfield, Charles Ferrari, Roy Canfield, Phil Tognetti, Fred Parker, unknown, George Mello,
nknown, Keith Mintonya.

7

1931 deaths, listed in Lompoc Cemetery
records - Henry Alter, Undertaker.

Willis Winn (63)

Atilano Gutierrez (44)

May Ann Lansdell (77)

Sophia Launer (82)

Margaret Dittman (81)

Pearl Olinger (3)

Chester Arthur Carlin (38)
Gertie West (56)

Ida Margaret Miller (68)
Henry McDaniel (52)

Charles Lloyd Whittemore (40)
F.H. Boie (51)

George Lewis (39)

Concepcion Alonzo (32) and baby
Jasper J. Beyerholm (60)
Rello D. Tolladay (49)

Edwin Rubin Upton (51)

Lena Graham Thomas (50)

Jose Navarro, Jr. (5 months)
Billie Dean Grossini (2 months)
Agnes Arkley (86)

Manuela Mendez (78)

Eliza Moore (96)

Anselmo Ferrari (60)

Warren VanZandt (25)

Helen Perry (3 months)

James Hayes (57)

Frank Bell (38)

Lincoln Jacobs (66)

Lillie Wurl (68)

1932

James M. Winn (69)

Dr. Harry Dimock (89)
Lillian Henning {55)

Mrs. Carly Robinson (92)
Eliza McLaughlin (90)
Monte Huyck (40)

Willian C. Saunders (72}
Frank 8. Lewis (74)

Roy Henry Johnson (31)
Manuel Alexander (24)
Joaquin Mendez (47)
William P. McCabe (64)
LeForest Stillman (67)
Juan Rubalcava (24)
Charles E. Gifford (61)
Charles Burton Harrison (67)
Attilio Perozzi (69)
Frances E. Whittemore (72}
Murigeldo Gonzales (26)
Eva Gertrude McCabe (79)
Charles Douglass {62)
Frank Rice (47)

George Schuler (18)

Byard Davidson (81)
Minnie Rennie (33)

Mary Caroline Scolari (60)
Nancy Fisk (54)

Albert H. Dyer (76)
Aniseta Rodriguez (43)
Walter Anthony (54)

Joe Cruz Ortega {(24)
Marcano Gutierrez (59)
Joseph Manfrina (60)
Joseph Dimock (93)

George Henry Adams (58)
J. Franklin Rudolph (65)
John Sylvester Upton (85)
Felisilus Marquez (95)

Y-u




Lompoc Happenings

Fifty Years Ago
(1931-1932)

The Census count for 1930 showed that
there were 2,844 people in Lompoc, so
that was the approximate population for
1931-32. Lompoc now had carrier deli-
very of town mall with two full time and
one relief carrier. Two Cent Stamps were
needed omn all letters. Om May 30, 1931,
the $S Harvard went ashore between Surf
and the Honda Creek. Everyone got "gick"
of coconut salvaged from the stricken
vessel.

1t was a wet winter, in the niddle of

the Great Depression, with Herbert Hoover
as President. 1932 started out with the
Annual Eagles’ Masquerade Ball at the
Lompoc Auditorium (0ld Opera House). The
next day the Lompoc Campfire Girls enter—
ed a float in the Pasadena Tournament of
Roses Parade — one group of 8 Campfire
groups in the County entering. The

theme was Olympic Games and Internation~
alism - each float representing a differ-
ent countyy.

Lompoc 's was Italy, with Lucy Pensa as
Miss Italy. Working on it were GCesarina
Pensa, Theda Ferini, Dorothy Dowseé, Genle
and Barbara Griffin, Helen Buckman and
Mimi Pensa, with Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cady.
it was constructed on an Austin auto, with
wire framework o 6 feet above the COP of

the car, covering with greenery and flowers.

The Union 0il Company transfered Mission
La Purisima to Santa Barbara County.
Store advertisements 1isted bacon at 13¢
per pound, sugar at 43¢ for 10 pounds ,
mayonnaise at 43¢ per quart, wash dresses
$1.00, Linen dresses $1.95, 1adies' dress
shoes $3.95.

New High School Auditorium opened March
18, with Senior Play. Gin Chow's alma=~
nacs, #1 and #2, were published (repro-
ductions may be had mnow (1982) at
Vance Newcomb's print shop) -

J.C. Penney Storé, puilt by Everett
Bldg. Co., owned by Moores, opened with
Ray Stalker as manager. First Employees
were Emma Smith, Nell Pollack, Jack
Burton, and Frank Callis.

An army of Pea Pickers were at Bear Creek,
came for the annual harvest of peas grown

in that area. gchools 1in that area over~—
flowing with children.

New Ford V8 displayed in April at Ford
Garage by G.T. Gunderson. FPeter Fabing
home demolished May, 1932, at Walnut and
K Streets. Sold to Charles Douglass who
hired Skip Negus to demolish it. Founda-
tion was composed of celite blocks, as
were many pioneer homes. Those blocks
were used in the construction of Charles
Douglass's new home, northwest corner of

J and Walnut.

At the William Cooper ranch on the Santa
Rosa Jack Alexander and Roland Risor
caught 37 steethead trout in the river.
Albert Lewellyn's hay barn at the Charles
Rudolph ranch on the Santa Rosa burned
with 80 toms of hay lost.

The A.P. Domingos ranch home was lost in
fire September, 1932. Also the old E.M.
gheridan place on the Santa Rita burned
as a result of a defective coal oil water
heater. Llater in November the barn on
that ranch burned, the family fortunately
had been living with the Christ family
since the house fire.

The Rochin adobe jn Santa Lucia Camyon
also burned, from sparks from a defective
chimney .

Bill and Al Schuyler were racing their
hydroplane runabouts "If" and "gumdinger”
at Lake Elsinore and 1,ake Merritt; with
Bill winning First Place at Merritt and
Al winning two cups ip the runabout Tace,
and placed gsecond in the Pacific Coast
outboard championship race.

John Manfrina was named outstanding left
guard by the gan Luis Obispo League coast
newspapers.

Bert Howerton put together a baseball
team with all 9 players named Howerton!

Greyhound Lines gtarted a bus service
August 1lst through Lompoc between San
Francisco and Los Angeles daily each
way, over the gan Julian route.

April 18, 1931, the LompocC Record
editorialized vCommunity Unity" —
Chamber of Commerce planned advertising
and publicity for the Lompoc Flower
Show, the LompocC Valley Fair and the

Pioneers' Reunion and Picnic.

January 8, 1932, the Santa Ynez
River flooded and stormy seas pushed

-



Class of 1957 -25 Years Ago

Joe Manuel Alvarez
Ruth E. Andersen
Roy Matthew Angel
Harley Barrick
Fred Bobro '

Ken Bettendorf
Izetta Bishop
Virginia Christy
Virgil Casey
Lawrence Dimock
Leona Domingos

Jim Escovedo

Erin Fitzgerald
Doreen Mary Flora
Arthur F. Fitzgerald
Virginia Fitzgerald
Joe Marcelino Garcia
Fred Garza

Olga Ramona Garcia
Carol Hilderbrand
Maxine Howerton
Gordon Haraughty
Helen Huyck

James Hayes

Mary Hernandez
Robert Holloway
Marcia Howell
Marylin Hansen
Loretta Hannah
Wanda Mello

Paula Meyer

Douglas Klein
Vicki Larson
Garry Moser
Theodore Mello
Mixie Macias
Karen Masters

Paul Masters

Henry Mendez
Donald McCoy

Carl Negus

Richard Newcomb
Patcine Overman
Katherine Pasquini
Edward Perry
Lyman Small

Jo Smith

William H. Schuyler
James Stillman
Delores Torres
Danny Terrones
Robert Valentine
James Valentine
Henry Vasquez
Cecelia Valdez
James Wafer
Lawson Williams
Lawrence Wills
Nancy Woodfin
Kenneth Youngblood
Helen Zimmerman

25 Years Ago - 1957

Horace Reed was Pioneer President and
speaker at the Sunday reunion was Nick

Carter.

Last reunion held at Miguelito

8

Park. Glenn Schuyler was elected 1958
Pioneer President.

Surf Post Office closed.
was last postmaster.

Eldon Sandy

Flower seed industry in lead spot for
the year and vegetables showed a de-
cline.

Jeanne Plo was Flower Festival Queen.
Judge Horace Reed moved into his new
courtroom. Gene Huseman (1982 Lompoc
Municipal Judge) received his law de-
gree. Col. Sam Muffie turned over
command of the United States Discip-—
linary Barracks to Col. Cox. City
Councilmen were Mayor Harold Thompsen,
Ray Jacobs, Frank Twyford, Glepn
Schuyler, E.J. Godden and City Clerk
Charles Laubly.

The beanmmen organized. A drive was
launched for a new Post Office building.
George Miller opened a new pharmacy on
the southwest corner of H and Ocean.

For 24 years he had held forth at 109
North H Street. Robert Cooper succeeded
Henry Hellekson as Lompoc High School
principal.

LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by the
LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Inc,,

P.O. Box 398, Lompoc, California 93438.
Single Copies

............................

Subseription rates:

Historical Society Members $2.00 per year
Non-Members $3.00 per year
President .............. Earl W. Calvert, 736-5044

Edited by Vance Newecomb, 736-3031

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc,

P.O. Box 398
Lompoc, CA 93438

Non-Profit Organization
U. $. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 16
Lompoc, CA 93436




