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Veit
- A 100 Year Lompoc Family

Tt was 100 years ago that Charles Veit
arrived in Lompoc. He was one of four
brothers that we know of, sons of Ger—
man—born parents who came over to Clay
County, Illinois, possibly in about
1852. John lived in Oregon and Charles,
George and Henry were in Lompoc — Henry
moving later to Northern California.

George and his wife, Olla Hesser, whom

he married in 1890 in Lompoc, lived with
their children, Elsie, Raymond and

Myrtle, in Lompoc, where they ran 'Veit
House', a rooming-boarding house that
stood between the Sherman House (Mastro's)
and the Spanne "Chalkrock'" building, on
South I Street. Several yesars ago Min-—
nie Zvolanek gave the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society a photo of the family
standing in front of their establishment,
in about 1903. It hangs on the wall in
the "museum room" of the Society's Fabing-
McKay—Spanne home.

Charlie Veit married Alice Launer in 1892
in Lompoc and their home for a few years
was at the 0ld Lompoc Landing, with Char-
lie farming with William S. McKay, the
wharfinger. Charlie also worked at the
wharf helping load and unload the ships
with their cargoes of cattle, grain, pro-
duce and lumber.

Their home was one of four houses that
were at the north end of the little set-
tlement that had barns, warehouses, stab—
les, corrals, and even a hotel-boarding
house.

The Lansdell family had the hotel - a
two—story building with a large dining
room that had a pass—through to the
kitchen. Diners would pick up their
plate of food at this pass—through and
take it to the family style dining table.

Recently the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society was the happy recipient of a
captain’'s style chair that once stood

in that dining room. It was given by
Veda Richardson Perkins, who said the
chair went from the Meherin Wharf saloon,
(which was situated just a mile south of
the 0ld Landing Wharf, and was washed
away in heavy seas in 1893), to the Lans-
dell's hotel, and when they gave up their
business for lack of it they brought it
all in to Billy McGee's second hand fur-
niture store. Billy gave the chair to
Jim Richardson, Veda's father, in about
1910. Al Schuyler restored the the chair
and it now proudly occupies a space in
the Fabing—McKay—-Spanne home.

The Charles Veit children were borm out
there at the Lompoc Wharf. John Herbert,
the oldest, was borm in 1893, Louis in
1894, Minnie Mae in 1895, Jessie Helen
in 1896, and Ethel in 1898, and died at
age one year.

Charlie salvaged lumber that fell from
unloading ships. The lumber would drift
ashore and Charlie would pick it up a-
long the ocean. One day his two boys
were with him and they stopped at the
mouth of the Santa Ynez river to row on
the river for a while in a row boat they
kept there, John Hebert made a fatal
mistake. He decided to swim in a deep



‘ live

hole they found. He drowned on the 3rd
of November, 1907 at the age of 14.
People now would never believe that the
Santa ¥Ynez river could have been so
treacherous.

From the 0l1d Landing the Veit family
moved into town in a house near the
01d Lompoc Creamery on Willow Avenue.
Then after another move they settled
on a farm of 10 acres in a two—story
house on College Avenue and C and D
Streets. That area of town was sparce-
ly populated at that time. At H street
and College were the Colcords (in the
home later occupied by the Jim Guerra
family), then the Paxtons, then Veits,
all along College Avenue, and the Ed
Ruffners were their neighbors to the
east with Johnny Balaam on College

and A Street,

Charles and Alice divorced after their
children were grown. He went to the
Cuyama-Maricopa area into the ranching
business with his son, Louis. After
Charlie died in 1933 they sold the
ranch and Louis went into the Detective
Division of the Los Angeles Police
Department. He is now retired and
living in Yucca Valley. Charlie died
at the home of his daughter, Jessie,
in Bakersfield. Jessie had married
John Jepson and moved to Bakersfield
and she 1s now the wife of Calvin
Mowlin. Minnie Mae married first
Walter Archer and second William Zvol-
anek and is the only one of the Veits
to remain in Lompoc. Alice Launer
Veit died in Reno, Nevada, in 1953.

Launer

Frederick Wilhelm Albert Carl Launer,
calied Charlie, was born in Berlin,
Germany in 1847, He went to Australia
with his parents when he was 9 years
old. 1In that country, in 1867, when
he was 20, he married Elizabeth Sophie
Lemon (some of the family have spelled
it Lamont) a 19-year—old Australian.

The first ¢hild, Gustavius, was born
in Australia and the second son Char-—
les was born in 1869 while they were
in the mid-Pacific Ocean just before
landing in Monterey, California. Ben-
jamin and William were both born in
Castroville, 1870 and 1872 during the

family's sojourn there. Alice, Agnes,
Anna and Marian were all born after
the Launers moved to Santa Barbara
where they lived near the 0ld Mission.

A family story is that while living
near the Mission, Agnes, when but a
small child, was seized by a mountain
lion and dragged quite a distance.

The family and dogs gave chase and the
lion dropped her. The Santa Barbara
papers have been searched by the Launers
for years back but no record of the
incident has ever been found. Agnes
carried the scars on her shoulder her
whole life.

Moving to Lompoc, the family located
on the old Fisher ranch - known later
as the Maretti ranch, near Surf. Char-
lie farmed, raised cattle and had a
number of other occupations, but his
passion was gold mining.

Gold mining was carried on extensively
in the 1890 era on the beaches near

the mouths of the Santa Ynez and Santa
Maria Rivers. Only a few realized any

CHARLIE LAUNER, WHO MINED THE BEACH NEAR SURF
FOR GOLDIN THE 1890'S.



Left:
Charles yeit and his bride, Alice Launet,

at the time of their 1892 marriage in
Lompoc. The photo was taken at Briges’
photo studio on gouth H grreet. (The
backdrop is a familiar scene in pilctures

from Briggs' era.

Below:
George Velt, Charlie's brother, operated

the "Veit House" with his wife olla (Hes—
ser) Veit in the 1890's. They are stand~
a South 1 gtreet with their two
Myrtle and Elsie, The sign

1



Archer

Tn 1863, DeWitt Terrill Archer and his
wife, Barbara Ann McClellan, who had
wed in 1855 in Towa, set out on the
trail to California. One daughter, a
year old, died and was buried on the
trail West. Two others, small child~-
ren, were buried in Linden, California,
in 1867 and 1869. BY 1872 the Archers
were in San Luis Obispo County, possi—
bly in Cayucos; and in 1874 they arriv-—
ed in Lompoc when Barbara was pregnant
with her last child. That daughter was
born the 9th of February, 1875, and
had the distinction of being the first
child born to a founding family after
the establishment of Lompoc colony.

THE DEWITT T.ARCHER FAMILY, OF SANTA RITA, AB

EYSOM, LILLIE.

SEATED: CEWITT T.ARCHER, WILLIAM, BARBARA ANN MC-

CLELL AN ARCHER, LUCINDA AND LUTHER.

The D.T. Archer family, with 9 child-
ren, lived at the head of Cebada Canyon
where D.T. and his eldest som, Luther,
homesteaded. The children who were of
school age went to Santa Rita School
and Wise School, in Cebada Canyon.
Lucinda May, the youngest, married
first Charles Albert Simpson 1in 1891 -
he was related to the Westrope family.
Their daughter Claire Simpson Johnsom,
furnished the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society with much Archer—Simpson infor—
mation.

che said that her grandmother, Barbara
Ann McClellan Archer was on the same
genealogical line as Hezekiah McClellan,
for whom McClellan AFB is named; and
that Barbara's family also goes back

;0 William pradford of the Mayflower
)assengers. Claire also told of getting
he wonderful clay down in the gully to
ake 'cakes and pies' with; that her

ouUT 1890
TOP ROW: BELLE, L AWRENCE, THOMAS RILEY, CANDACE,

grandmother used a very fine clean
white sand from the canyon for scouring
her pots and pans; and she said that

she never knew Crandpa D.T. Archer

to ever eat anything but crackers broken
into a bowl of clabbered milk, soO he
must have had ulcers. He lived to be
78!

The other Archer children: Luther mar-
ried Evelyn Carners; Eysom and his
wife, Mabel Bellows, lived in Santa
Barbara area, moving from Lompoc in
the 1890's. Children were Chester W.;
1da "Dot", who was first Mrs. Joseph
Lloyd and then Mrs. Ermine Todd; and
Leota Archer, who married Ernest Pate,
a regular visitor to Lompoc as da bean
buyer from Ventura until his retire—
ment several years 3ago.

Mary Candace and her husband Ben New—
house lived out in the Santa Lucia
Canyon after their 1881 marriage. Their
daughter Ruby married Albert DaVee and
had ''vi' who married Alfred Watt Mc-
Call.

Isabella 'Belle" was the wife of David
Shean. Their daughter was Barbara
"pet" Shean married to Irwin Gragg,
son of Lompoc ploneers James and Mary
Gragg. A granddaughter married Rich—
ard "Dick'' Foramn, Hollywood actor
prominent in the 1940's. David Shean
was the brother of Lompoc's early day
one—armed marshal, B1lly Shean. Lilly
Archer married first Wallace McReynolds,
see McReynolds story in Lompoc Legacy
No. 24, page 6.

Thomas Riley Archer married in 1881 to
Martha "Mattie' Green Barker, daughter
of Joshua and Elizabeth Barker, 1874
Lompoc pioneers. His birthplace was
Des Moines, lowa, and Mattie's was
Oregon. Their home in the Santa Rosa
was where John L. Wiester now has a
cattle ranch - and was once the home
of the Antonio Alexander family. The
two—-story house that was the Archer's
and later the Alexander's 1is still
there.

Thomas Riley Archer gave an acre of
1and for the Chicquero gchool when it
was built in 1916. Before that the
children of that area attended Santa
Rosa School across the river. See the
ganta Rosa story and the Chicquero
School in Legacy No. 3. Minnie and
Walter Archer and the children lived



large returns, and Charlie was one of his mining claim 1ocated oix miles up 1D

the fev, but, though he was considered the narrovws of the Santa'Maria piver at
the most successful miner in that erad the first willow bew 1t was called
sp the PU Concepclo to gal area ngider M1 w1t was the life of the
he put 1t 11 back jnto his operations prospector hat appealed to him mosts
and eventually 1ost 1t 2 ! although he was 2B xpert sheep sheareTs

went over Lo ganta Rosa 1sland to shear

Minnie gvolanek, his granddaughter,

and he'd have ro start all over again several years 280 gave O the LOmPOC
the next time- yalley Historical gociety the trunk that
in 1889 the newspaper gaid that Charles came OVeT from Australia w1th the Launers

- a packing pox with its original rope
of gold taken from his beach mines with~ handles: about o a“% one half feet
v In Mazch of 1890 square and inscribed in German.by a

woodburning method ngarl Laune: 848"
and ''San Franciscos 1870".

ation as 2 paying jpstitution: Oon The Launer children:
gaturday 4,000 worth £ gold dust was T et . .
brought ", November §90: "Mr- Gustavius Gus married Nellie gcatter”

good . gne will be remembered by many

"Willie", whom Minnie 7volanek refers
Written sn 1904 ngeach mining nas to as ngncle Billy", was the foreman o
received a mew impetu® With'th§ in- the Sudden pstate for 90 years:- After
retirement, willie married carrie Beal
Jacobson ~ see Legacy No. 30 for the

ance which he claims will extract 80
from the gand. it is & geries of tankss
one above the other provided with mer”

cury bottoms and sides into which the as Mrs- Collimson in Remo, % 1953
sand 1is conducted py water- when it Agnes was Mrs. Roy Doane; Anna martl
jeaves the 1ast tank the preciov® metal john Dill and Mr- panfords and the
has all been extra,c,ted" Youngest, Marian; 1i.Ved in Hawaii,

married girst to ME wing and then
A gon—in—1a¥ of Launel: RoOY poane, Agnes‘ william Filsworth.

husband, went to Pea¥ creck 11 1919 with
a gasoline engine O pump the black gand > -
snto sluice boxes . nis venture ariftred she marri® Walter Archer in 1913

As & miner and prospector, Launer roamed
most of the State in gearch of gold-

Back in Decembel 1887, the newspaper
gaid that Charles Launey filed for record



Henry Eckford Memorial Medal, the
highest honor given by the National
Sweetpea Society of Great Britain. It
was awarded to him for his lifetime
work and accomplishments in growing
and introducing new species of Sweet-
peas. He was the 3rd in United States
to receive the medal.

He and Minnie ram a mail order business
out of their home at 420 South I Street;
£i11ing by hand both bulk wholesale and
seedpacket retail orders with their own
personally grown flower seed — orders
which came from the world over. In
1975, just before he died, they sold
the business to Denholm Seeds, along
with their acreage on Tloradale Avenue,
located south of the railroad tracks
along the east side of the road.

Back in 1921 Anton 7volanek had bought
land from the McClure family north and
west on Floradale from the railroad
tracks. In the early 1950's he sold
that property to the W. Atlee Burpee
Co. whose property adjoined that
acreage. Bill and Minnie and the
children lived in the old McClure-
7volanek house for a short time in
1924-25 era. Howard and Leo were
reminiscing about when the 1925 Santa
Rarbara Earthquake struck at about 6
J'clock in the morning — Leo was
-1ilking the cow and couldn't understand
ejhy "old bossy” suddenly began to

Anton and wpi11" Zvolamek
in their Floradale Avenue
Scweet Pea fields in 1954.

jiggle and sway and he did too! Howard
stood watching the water in the high
tower house splash over the top of the
tank, and Minnie came running out of
the house with three month old Billy
in her arms. The house stood for many
years, unharmed by that hard shake and
many others that came after it through
the years, and several valley families
lived in it at different times. It
was demolished for 1and use after Bur~
pee bought it. The barn is all that
marks the place for history mnow.

Bill used to plant the vacant lots in
town to flowers when Lompoc was not

so thickly covered with houses. Before
the property across the street from
their home was built up he had that

all in sweetpeas. Denholm Seeds has
honored the memory of Sweetpea special-—
ist Bill Zvolanek by giving a perpetual
silver trophy to the winner of the best
sweetpea specimens at the Annual Lompoc
Flower Show each year.

The Sweetpea is Lompoc's official flower.



in the big housé for a few years, then
moved into town to 206 South G Street.
1t was there that Walter died of pneu”
monia in 1923, and Minnle was 1eft with
four small children. A ¢ifth child,
Fleda Fern, died at age 2 of mumps
complications jn 1922.

Leo, the only one of the four to attend
Chicquero gchool before their move into
town, is retired from the Postal gervice
and is a professional butcher. He and
his wife, the former lda Ccrossi, daugh~
ter of Louis and Giuditta (Guidotti)
Grossi, live on North G Street in a
handsome old home that was once the
LaSalle gchoolhouse that stood neat

the corner of Ocean Avenue and LaSalle
Canyon. Se€e LaSalle in Legacy No. 6,
pages 6 and 7.

Alice, who will this year (1982) be
one of Lompoc High School's 50 year
graduates, mparried Raulin Ramos. and
is mow Mrs. Charles Lockwood, 1living
in Salimnas. ghe retired as adminis—
trator of the Cco-op at the University
of california at Berkeley. Lockwood
was at one time Superintendent of the
Lompoc yUnified gchools.

Lawrence Archer, retired from the
North American Missile program at
Downey , california, married Mary

Maggi and golvang 1s mow their home.
Toward is novw making his home with

his mother, Minnie 7volanek, in Lompoc,
having retired from MCGM and other film
studios as 2 film cutter.

Walt Spanné described the old Thomas
Riley Archer home that Minnie and Wal-
ter Archer and theilr family lived in
out on the ganta Rosa, saying that it
was built by Rock gresovich, 2 fine
carpenter in the 1890-1900 era of Lom~
poc colony. He was grandfather o
Harry Godel, Lompoc house—painter novw
retired. Walt Spanne gaid that Malcolm
Williams told him the way you tell the
homes built by gresovich 1S by the
1ittle window at the top of the house,
called yidow's watch'", 3 hangover from
the days when the wives watched for
their seafaring husbands to come home,
from thelr homes on the Fastern New
England coastline. Rock built the
homes of Fulmer and Dutra, near the
Four Corners, Barker (now 1ived in by
Rose and Johmny Jansson), the Owen
Hollister place and that of Percy
Beattie on the Santa Rita Road, plus
many others in that area and in Lompoc-

s s y
MINNIE AND wiLLlAM ZVOL ANEK OoN THEIR
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY IN 1974

Minnie Veit Archer married second to
William.Zvolanek in 1924. Their only
son, William Anthony 7yolanek, wWas
just 19 years old when he died in an
airplane crash in Arizona during World
War 11 training maneuvers.

7Zvolanek

Wwilliam 7volanek was born in 1892 in
New Jersey and came to Ccalifornia in
1910. He worked first at the posh
potter Hotel in Santa Barbara &s
storekeeper for thelr supplies. He
then went to school 1n San Francisco
and in that city worked for the Bohe~
mian Club as their storekeeper - World
War 1 came along and he served in
France. Upon his return he settled
down in Lompoc, working in his father'
seed business. Bohemia—born Anton
7volanek began growing sweetpeas in
Lompoc in 1910. He originated the
Winter—blooming gweetpea-

William vgill” 7volanek started his
own business right after he and Minni
were married, and with Minnie working
right along with him, built their
business into 2 world famous flower
seed company, the William Zvolanek
Company - pill discovered and deve~
1oped the Multiflora strain of Sweet
peas and is also renowned for his
Ruffled Candytuft and Giant Hyacintt
and for his White and Al1-Double Lai
spur. He won many awards in the £l
industry, and in 1971 was awarded tl



Minnie had an active part in the Flower
Show for many years. The garden at her
South T Street home contimued to be a

delight to her and her many friends in
the tradition of Lompoc's finest found-
ing families.
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